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NEWS BRIEFS

PM announces
relief for Bosnia

Prime Minister [cgum
Khaleda Zia has announced
token humanitarian relicl for
the distressed pecople ol
Hosnia-Herzegovina. The relicl
materials ke tea and med|
cincs would be despalched as
a gesture rom Dangladesh for
thosc pt.'ﬂpil", a Forcign Ol
spokcsman lold BSS hcr
yeslerday

Mongla Port
starts operation

From Staff Correspondent

KIHULNA, Aug 1I5: The op
crallon of Mongla DPaorl
been resumed this morning
flollowing an undcrstanding 1o
keep the matler pending for
the triparite mecting to be
held on Aug 18 next. Earlier
on Aug |4, loading and unload-
ing opcrations at the port was
suspended as the Mongla Port
Stevedores’ Assoclalion slop
ped booking labourers for an
indeflinite period

I"Il'l o

Three with arms
held in N'gang

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 15
Narayanganj police In a pre
down swoop arrcsted three
prrsons and rccovercd  lwo
pipe guns from their posscs
sion from a markel placc at
Dcobhog in the town al 4 am
today. Acting on secrct infor
mation police raided the three
storyed market and arrcsted
the persons with the fire
guns, reports [1SS.
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UN aid convoy heads for besieged city

US warship moves
closer to Bosnia

WASHINGTON, Aug 15: The
US Navy has ordcred the air-
crall carricr Saratoga and its
escort inte the Adrialic closcr
o NBosnia as a 'prudent precauy
tion’, Pentagon sourccs said
Friday, reports AFP

The Saraloga. which carrics
B0 warplancs, rceently ended
a port-call in Greece and had
been scheduled to conduct ex-
crcises in the central
Medilcrrancan

It is accompanicd by tLhe
cruiscr biddle, and s now cox

pected to cnlcr Lthce
Mcditcrranean Saturday
The move follows a vole

Thursday by the UN Sccurity
Council authorizing the usc ol
foree il needed o ensure Lhe
declivery ol humanilarian aid 1o
Boesnia-Herzcgovina

“They are cdging a litlle
closer to the scene as a pru
dent precaution,” a Pentagon
source said, speaking on con
dition of anonymity, “thcy will
be there il there were a need
lo do somcthing.”

Two othcer US navy ships
have been in the Adriatic since
last weck, the cruiser Thomas
Gates and the Trenton, an am
phibious landing vesscl earry
ing a contingent ol marines.

Mcanwhile the "rime
Mintsler of rump Yugoslavia
Milan Panic, said today there
was no chance ol largs
international military inter
venlUon in the former Yugoslav
republics

Panic, who [llew 1o Drusscls
on Friday for pcace negotia
tions, said in an intcrvicw pub
lished by Lthe Daily Relgrade
Broba that there
ol sceing wide-scale
opcralions
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Dhaka backs
UN resolution
on Bosnia

Hangladesh fully supports
the United Nations Seccurfty
Councfl resolution on use of
mililary force. [ nceded to
provide humanitarian aid to
civiltans in Bosnia
lierzegovina, Including those
in deloenuon camps and jn‘.!m A
Forcign Office spokesman said
yesicrday, reportis [3SS

[Dhaka alse supports the
other Securily Counctl resolu
tlon which strongly condemns
“cthnic cleansing” in what was
Yugoslavia and urpges authord
ties to end all human rights
vioiationa, he said

The spokcaman said
[iangladoesh has « 0 -SPONKON da
call lor extra-ordinary scssion

ol the human rights commis
sion o consider the qucestion
ol human righits violations in
Ukos nia 1 lerecgovin:a
| T Sevurily Council Fridoy
Sec My 12 Col 7
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Kastern Bank starts
operation today

By Staff Correspondent

Eastern Bank Limited, a
ncw bank floated with the as-
sets and labilities of the
Bangladesh chapter of Credit
and Commerce International
(BCCI). gocs into operation to-
dary'

The deposttors of BICCI, the
operations ol which was sus-
pended on Aug 20, 1991,
would be allowed to draw
money from their accounts al-
ter cortain deductions, and ad-
Justments, according to Lhe
restructuring scheme noltiflicd
by the Dangladesh Nank (133)

llowever, no doeduclions
will be made in the case ol
non-resident foreign currency
arcounis

Depositors having upto taka
lakh with the bank will
fnee no cuts. However, for de
pusits above Taka onc lakh and

LT

uplo Taka tweo lakh, ten per
cent of the sum will be de-
ducted.

For its of the mext two
lakh Taka, the deduction will
be 17.5 per cent, 22.5 per
cent for the next two lakh
Taka, 35 per cent for the next
four lakh Taka, 40 per cent for
the next five lakh Taka, 45 per
cent for the next five lakh
Taka and 50 per ccnt for the
rest of deposits. The date for
allowing withdrawal would be
decided by BD., according lo
the scheme.

Deposits of the first one
lakh will be allowed to be
drawn after one month of the
nolilied date. The next one
lakh will be allowed to be
drawn afller six months.

The scheme, however, said
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Matia Chowdhury hurt

Sporadic clashes mark
half-day hartal

By Staff Correspondent

A hall-day counlrywide har
lal demanding Lrial of the
killers of Bangabandhu Shetkh
Mutitbur Rahman was obscrved
Salurday disrupting normal life
in the capital

Jarnng somc stray inci
dents the hartal was pencclul

Matia Chowdhury, an Awam|
leagug MP? received miinor In
jurics In Farmgate when po-
Iwc baton charged a group of
pickets who stonced and dam
aged a BRTC bus there, wil
nCsses saild,

In other parts of the capital,
pickels damaged al lcast hall a
dozen vchicles that ventured
onto the streets ignoring the
hartal. |

A police minibus also came
under allack by a mob ncar
Joykali Mandir, they added.

The Awami Leaguce (AL)
called the dawn-to-noeon hartal
demanding repeal ol Indem
nity Ordinance that bars the
killers of Bangabandhu [rom
being tried.

The hartal coincided the
| 7th anniversary of the assas
sination ol Sheikh Mujib. Most
of his [amily members were
also killed on the day August
15, 19785.

During hartal hours the city
strects were [ree of trallie ox-
cluding a few rickshaws. Peo
ple had to walk to their desti-
nations.

Shops, busincss establish
ments, private ollices and cdu-
catfonal institutions staycd
closed until 12pm. During har-
tal hours, there was no trans-
action at banks while aticn-
danccs In governmenl offiecs
were thin.

Inter-distrigt buscs stayed
parked at the three city ter-
minals and railway and
steamer scrvices were also al-
fected by the hartal.

In the capital the main
trouble spot was the Farmgate
arca where Lthe AL's central
lcader Matiya Chowdhury was
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Awami League observes
‘national mourning day’

By Stafl Correspondent

The Awami Leaguce obscernvo o]
‘National Mourning Doy
throughoul the country yeslcer
day. the 17th dcath anniver
sary ol Bangabandhu Shcikh
Mujibur Rahman.

The day was marked wilh
the observance of a country
wide hall-day hartal demand-
ol the Indcem-

ing scrapping
nity Act that would pave the
way of thc Lrial ol DBanga-

bandhu's killcrs.

The Al-called hartal yos-
lcrday was Lthe first such pro
gramme on Bangabandhu's

New movement
began with
hartal: AL

By Staff Correspondent

Awami Leaguce contral leagd
crs sald in Dhaka yesterday
that a new movement under
the lecadership of Sheikh
Hasina has begun with hartal 1o
foree the government Lo scrap
the Indemnity Ordinance.

Addressing a post-hartal
rally in front of the party een
tral olliee al Bangabandhu Av
cnuc, lthe leaders congratu
latcd the people for making
Lhe hirrtial a suceess

I'resided over by Al eily
chicl Mozallar Hossain
Scc Mage 12 Col 7

il

dcath anniversary, sincc his
killing with his near and dcear
oncs, in a bloody political
changc-over August 15, 1975

The day's programme in-
cluded garlanding of the por-
trait ol Sheikh Mujib at
Dhanmondi in the capital, vis
iting the Banani graveyard in
the city and Bangabandhu's
mazar at Tungipara, offcring of
Fatcha al both the plices, ol
fering of special prayers, dis
tribution of lood among the
destitules, holding of Qura
nkhwani and milad mabhfil in
varigus parts of the country.

Black Nags wcre hoistoed
atop the Bangabandhu [Bhaban
while the national lag and the
party llag were hoisted at hall-
mas!t atop all the party ollices
across Lhe country.

The recorded March 7,
1971 historic spcech of
Sheikh  Mujib was  played
throughout the day at the
camps and oflices of party in
the capital as well as in other
parts of the country.

In. Dhaka, pcople of all
walks of life including the fol-
lowers and admirers of Sheikh
Mujtb thronged the Bangaba
ndhu Bhaban at Dhanmondi o
lay wrecaths at his portrail
there and visit the house whe
rc he, country's #rst Presi
dent, was killed 17 years ago.

Awami Leaguc chiel and
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Awami -Lenguf* chief Sheikh Hasina garlanding the
portrait of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at Bangabandhu

Bhaban yesterday.

—Star photo

Local Govt Commission
wants MPs as advisers

By Mahfuz Ullah

The Local Government
Commission has suggesicd that
Mcmbers of Parliament (MPs)
be involved as adviscrs in dil-
ferent local government insti-
tutions in their respective
conslilucncics.

By being so, according lo
the report of the Commission,
the MI’s would be in a position
to contribule to local level
planning and coordinale be-
tween the central and local
level governments.

The 17-member Commi-
ssfon with Nazmul Iluda,
Information Ministcr, was
formed November 24 laslt,
following the disselution of the
Upazila systcm., The
Commission submitled ils re-
port to the Prime Minister
Khalcda Zia August 2, suggest-
ing a two-licr system f[or local
govcernment,

The Commission obscrved
that the MPs should not get
involved in day lo day aclivilics
of the local government insti-
tutions. Their advisory role
would activale the lunctioning
ol the local government insii-
lutions and the respeelive lo-
cal government institution
should takec all decisions in
consultation with the MP, the
Commission further obscrved.

The MPs, according to the
Commission, should mediate
in solving the disputles be-

tween dillerent local govern-
ment institutions and should
act as the contact pcrsons be-
tween Lhe local government al
the grassroots level and Lhe
central governmcnt based in
the capital.

The Commission obscrved
that under the proposcd sys-
tem the ruling party would nol
risk alienation conscqucnltly
allecting the democralic sys-
tem.

The Commission obscrved
that in the past the ruyling
parly destroyed the demo-
cralic structurc when it was
alicnaled.

The Commission suggested
that the women MPs should be
involved at district level local
government in view of their
constituencics incorporating
morc than onc district.

The MPs, according to the
Commission, would be involved
wilh district level local gov-
ernment until the expiry of
term as Member of Parliament.

Comparing the role of an
MP in a dcveloped country
with that of one in an under-
developed country, the
Commission obscrved that in
an underdcvecloped country an
MP was not only a legislator.
An MP, in an undeveloped
country, has to play an impor-
tant role in local level planning

and development.

Fresh rocket attacks on Kabul airport

KAIUL, Aug 15 : Kabul alr-
port came under rencewed [ire
today [rom a rebel Mujahideen
lcader but most of the Alghan
capital remained quict, wit
nesscs sald, reports AP,

Earlicr reparts in Islamabad
by the Hezb-i-1slami [action of
Gulbuddin Hckmatyar had rc
ported fighting in various parls
of the city.

More than a dozen rockets
fell on the airport, the locus of
a recent missile offensive by
Hezb-4-Islami, a wilncss said.

Onec military transporl
planc was hit by a missile,
crupling in a huge fircball scen
from some miles away .

Most of Kabul was quict
with shops opening again and

morc people walking in the
slrecls

Many residents were still
trying to flee the city, but wil-
ncsscs sald Delence Ministry
forces were slopping relugees
leaving along the road to the
castern city ol Jalalabad.

A Declence Ministry offlicial
sald the road north of the city
lo Mazar-i-Shari[ was open.
The Delence Ministry said
diplomals and forcign resi-
dents could evacuate through
Mazar-i-Sharil but cmbassics
have notl yet done so .

A llezb spokesman and Lhe
Hezb-run Alghan News Agehcy
(ANA) in Islamabad had re-
ported exchanges of artillery
and rockel [ire in the south,
east and wesl of Kabul includ

ing the arca around the

Khawaja Rawish Airporl.

Mangal Hussain also clai-.

med llezb forces had scized
the Mchrabuddin School in
Kabul's southwestern suburbs
from government lroops.

They had no immediate in
lormation on ecasualtics in the
latest Nighting, though rockel
attacks and shclling have
claimed more than 1,000 lives
over Lhe past scveral days
since fighting erupted Monday.

Hekmatyar, whose [orces
have bren engaged in flerce
battles with the troops ol the
interim Afghan government
headed by President Burhan-
uddin Rabbani, agreed Friday
to rcopen the Kabul airport for
onc hour o alrltll forcigners

Afghanistan's Islamic gov-
ernment has urged the United
Nations to intervenc to help
end scveral days of bloody [ac-
tional fighting in Kabul.

Two members of Kabul's
ruling leadership council and
formerly communist Uzbcek
militia leader gencral Rashid
[Yostum asked the UN to inter-
vene late on Friday.

UN intervention could in-
clude peace keeping lorces
and humanitarian aid, said
Dostum’'s dcpuly, General
Majid Khan.

UN Sccrelary-Gencral
Boutros Boutros-Ghalf issucd a
new appeal late on Friday for
an cnd Lo the fighting,

(Related story on Page 5)

Ban on politics extended

JCD, Chhatra Moitree
clash at RU: 5 hurt

RAJSIHIALLL Aug 15: AL lcasl
five students were injured in
clashes between activists ol
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and Chhatra Molitree in four
residential halls ol Rajshahi
University Friday night, re
porls UND

Witnessces said Lhe rival
groups fircd about 50 rounds
of gunshots, exploded cock-
tails aflter the clash cnsucd
over the possession of a secatl al
Suhrawardy lall about 11.30
pm

The university authorities al
an emergency mectling today

extended a 15-day ban on po-
litical activities on the campus,
imposcd on August 1, for an-
other 15 days.

Abu Bakr Siddiquf (22), a
sccond ycar student of the de-
partment of English, sustained
bullet injury in the cross-fire
and Raghu, a final yecar student
of Geography, was stabbed by
rivals in the Suhrawardy Hall.

They were admitlied to
Rajshahif Medical Collcge
Hospital (RMCH). The condi-
tion of Siddiqui was staled to
be critical
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- Khaleda may

drop UN
visit
By Toufique Imrose
Khalids

With Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia still undecided,
spcculations are rife in the
Foreign Office that she may fi-
nally drop her plan to visit
New York next month to ad-
dress the 47th UN Genecral
Assembly (UNGA) session.

The UN desk at the Forcign
Office is, however, making
preparations on Lhe assump-
tion that the Primc Minister
will speak at the 179-member
UNGA session that begins
Sept. 15. Concerned officials
arc drafting the Prime Minis-
ters speech and arranging

programmes for her in New
York.

In casc the Prime Minister
decidcs against the visit. she
will scnd Foreign Minister
ASM Mostalizur Rahman 1o
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_Interest on logns

Some defaulters
fail to get

exemption
By Inam Ahmed

A number of delaulters
sccking exemption of interest
on their loans as per govern-
ment instructions have fafled
to avall the opportunity despite
complction of all formalitics,

according to concerncd sour
ces.

The Ii:::r)adt:nh Bank (BB)
has rece about 30 applica-
tions [rom borrowcrs who said
their respective banks did not
give them Lhe opportunity of
excmplion.

On the other hand, the BB
obscrved that it could not
pressurise the banks inlo giv-
ing the opportunity as the ex-
emplion scheme was only a
suggestion and nol a directive.

According to the I3 sug-
gestion, loan defaulters against
have not been
filed, could apply within De-
cember 1991 along with ten
ner cent of the total loan for
lotal exemption of penally in-
terest and 75% cxcemption of

See Page 12 Col 7

Govt's autocratic
attitude unveiled
in House: 5-Party

By Staff Correspondent

Central lcaders of the Five-
Party alliance said yesterday
that the government's activi-
ties during the discussion on
the no-confidence mbtion in
Parliament had "unveiled its
autocratic and undemocratic
attitude.”

At a mecting on the prevail-
ing condition of the country,
the lcaders observed that the
present government had failed
to reply to all the allegations
brought in the motion.

See Page 12 Col 2

BCL leader
murdered
in Khulna

KHULNA, Aug 15: Police re-
covered the body of a student
lcader from the bank of
Rupsha river ncar Nchalpur
village in Rupsha thana today,
reports UND.

According to police, there
wcre scveral stab wounds on
the body of Shafiqul Kabir,
Vice President of Rupsha thana
unit of Awami c-backed
Chhatra League and son of
Asgar Morol of Moylapota in
Khulna town.

Police suspected foul play
but could not immedialcly as-
ccertain the cause of his death,
nor the date since when he
was missing.

Rajshahi docs
resume duties
- for 7 days

From Our Correspondent

RAJSIIAHI, Aug 15: Doctors
of Rajshahi district today de-
cided to return to hospitals
‘for seven days' ending a 96-
hour work abstention.

A joint meeting of the
Rajshahi unit of Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA] and
doctors’ coordinating council
decided to join their dutics
following suspension of the
warden and 10
other jafl guards.

The joint meeting of the
doctors was presided over by
district BMA chiefl Dr M Abu
Ahmed Ashral Al



