DHAKA SATURDAY AUGUST 15, 1992

DAILY STAR (DS): You may not
have any memories of Sheikh
Shaheb of the early years, like
his role in the menial workers
strike of 1949. But what are
yours earliest memories?

SHEIKH HASINA (SH):
When we were little back in
our village, we didn't have the
o nity to be with our
(:&:r. He was in jafl from
1949 to 1952.

When he used to come to
Gopalganj to attend court, we
used to see him then. My
younger brother Kamal hardly
even kncw our [ather, becausc
he was born altcr me and
didn't gel to sce him.

One of my earliest memo-
ries of Gopalganj is the timc
when Kamal asked mc, "Can |
also call your dad dad?” So, |
told father about that.

When in 1952 father went

on hunger strike in jail, our
took us to Dhaka by

where we stayed with

father was relcased [rom jail.
condition was rcally bad

d he was very sick duc
to the hungcr strike. Grandfa-
ther then took him to Tongi-
para (in Gopalganj). Doclors’

then was complete
rest

t was then thalt we were
father for some time and
scd to take us to bathe in
pond or take us along with
when he used to go to the
Then he went back to
Dhaka and during the elcction
of 1964 we used to

run around. Lots of us kids in
the village used to run around
for the United Front campaign.
When the elder ones used to
. go on canvassing in the vil-
we used o run aller
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DS: Now lot of people think
that those who are engaged in
politics become  detached
from their families. [How was
it with your father? Did you

Stl: Let me narratc a
here. It was around 1957 and
were living in Dhaka. But

holiday we used to in-
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housc, [ather would be
. We used to get back
but then fa-
id be in the oflice.
he would return in

afternoon, we'd be oul

As a result, we hardly used
lo meel one another. And |
didn’t know what | called him!
Later that girl's ather lold
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Bangabandbu

my father that, because of his
polities his own daughter
didn't know what to call him.

Then our father got hold of
us, sal us down and said, "O.K.
what do you want to eall me?
Call mc abba, call me abba as
may times as you want, call me
abba to your hearts contentl”

Aller that, he always usecd to
get back home little carlicr, sit

~with us for lunch and always

mixed rice and yogurt or milk
with his own hands and pul it
up to our mouth. Then when
he would get back at night, he
would always ask if we had
caten. Il we hadn’t, then he
would wake us up and feed us.

From then on, he always
took .extra carc in cnquiring
about what we were doing and
how we were. | have to conlcss
that [ built up a bad habit. Not
only when | was in school, but
even aller | was married and
had children, | didn't usc to
cal at night. Whencver | usced
to stay with my father. | uscd
tlo wait because | knew he
would get us outl of bed and eat
with us. I was as il that,
whcether | ate or not was more
of his concern than mine.

So, that one incident about
me not knowing what to call
him, made him come closc to
us for always. Even though fa-

‘ther used to be in jail quite

oflen and for long stretches,
whenever we had him ncar us,
we had so muech of him and
hc was so caring that we ncver
felt any want.

Amid all his moenumental
work, he still found time to
check il we had eaten, il we
had put-up the mosquito-net

cd or even il | had,
DS: You had all the attention
and love from your father, but
where did his politics fit in?
When or how did you become
aware that your father was do-
ing this and this, and that

there was a positive politics
behind u?

SH: As you know, the one
and only focus of father's
politics was the poor people of
this country. He used to love
the pcople. Even at home,
there wcere always people
coming for help and | never
saw my [ather shy away from
helping people in whatever
wiy he could. He always [clt
that the people of this country
were very poor and that he had

Great Leader

ICantinued from page cight)
The stagec was sct for the
mccoti of Parlamcnt which
was scheduled to pass Lhe
draft constitution. Politically,
Mujib was in good form

el, one strong Impreasion
the Sheikh made on me dur-
ing an hour -long informal
discussion was one of defen
sivencss. It was dillicult for me
to be quite clear abou!l what 1t
was. He talked on, without
even a pausec calaloguing the
things ﬂ had done for the
country since last January and
did not give me much of a
chance to ask any question. He
spoke in his usual confident
tone which, | felt sounded a
little artificial. And he did
makc some passing rcfercnees
to his difficulties.

A the same Lime, | felt al-
most ecrtain that Lhe Sheikh
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would not darc take any risk. It
wins worse with Lhe averap:
lcaders of the Awami Leaguce
and sentor civil servanis To
them, Bangabandhu was (he
greal eader who eould nol be
argucd with or challenged 1o @
scrious debale on any Issuc

Like many other
strong men before him, In
cluding Sukamo and Nkrumah,
Sheikh Mujth s very much
alone -and, therclore. very
much vuincrable

Muijib is vulnerable because
the euphoria In Bangladcsh
about him cannot last for ever
One day, sooner rather than
later, he may find his policies
subjected to a more critical at
tention, by Commentators at
home and abroad, than they
arc today. Perhaps such a
change in the popular view
about Mujib may do the coun
try more good than the mem-
bers of the ruling party are
now prepared to admit. After
all, when the people of

esh arc no longer
swept ofl their feet mercly by
the charisma of their great
lcader, they may also develop a
more realistic understanding
of the statesman who controls
the destiny of this young na-
tion. It is this intelligert un-
derstanding, cspecia from
the politically conscious mid-
dic class, that can cnsure the
survival of Mujib, the man and

Lhe politician.

Due 10 some marketing prob
lems, the distribution ef the

book was confined to India and
the librartes in the West.. This s

Conversation

In the Shadow of a Larger-than-life Father

: 1 Memorram

The Buily Star 9

SHEIKH HASINA, Leader of the Opposition in parliament and president of the Bangladesh Awami League, is
more than a daughter of BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN. Sheis the inheritor of Mujib's
political legacy, the torch-bearer of his ideals . On the occasion of Bangabandhu’s 17th death anniversary,
Hasina talked to The Daily Star frankly about her early childhood, about the way she learnt her politics and the
lasting influence that her father, and crucially, her mother (the late Begum Fazilatunnesa) left on her. It was a
relaxed and candid Sheikh Hasina who spoke to the Star team led by Editor S. M. ALI assisted by
Chief Reporter CHAPAL BASHAR and Assistant Editor SABIR MUSTAFA:

lo do something for them.

Even il we did not under-
stand the dctails of his poli-
tics, we always knew that he
loved the people and he had a
special feeling for, and sense
of rcsponsibility towards his
country. That much we under-
stood [rom an early age.

For instance, afler the
United Front Ministry was
clected in 1954, and we were
living in No 3, Minto Road,
onc day, my mother told us
that father had been arrested
the night before. Then we used
to visit him in jail and we al-
ways rcalised that he was put
in jail so often becausc he
loved the people.

I remember that when po
licc came to arrest f[ather after
martial law was declared in
1958, they searched our house
thoroughly. They scized every-
thing they found there. The
real tragedy for me was that
they ransacked all my play-
things, especially all the dolls
and their little houses and
beds. They threw cvery thing
around and thal was really
painful for me.

I remember my grand-
mothecr was crying as the po-
lice took my [ather away. | was
crying too. But before the po-
lice jeep moved out, father
waved at us. Then we were
moved out of the house and
our mother was virtually on
the street with us four young
oncs, but we managed to move
into a rented house.

So, you can say | have leamt
my politics from lifc itself. We
wenl through so much suffer-

ings and pain, but we never
-ﬂl‘lﬁhll‘trtu our father. And

my-mother had a lot to do with
that. You can say that it was
[rom our mother that we
learnt to sacrifice and endure.
Because, If mother had com-
plained, and ([ she had ex-
ﬂ::ncd any gricvance or un-

ppiness, thcn we would have
grown up with a dilferent alti-
lude.

My mother had always ac-
ccpled that father would de-
vote himsell to politics because

Father and teacher : Sheikh Hasina with Bangabandhu

he loved the people and
wanted to work for the well-
being of the country.

| was at class seven when |
went to Azimpur Girls School,
and there | always went to
mectings and processions. But
when | went to Eden College
afller getting my matric in
1965, then | became more ac-
tive. At that time, Chhatra
Union eof Matia [Chowdhury)
apa was very strong and our

Chhatra avas.-not in a
[avourable position at Eden.

But in 1966-67, | was under

pressure from my f[rlends to
contest the college students
union elections because they
thought I'd win and that would
be a big boost [or the party.

On the other hand, many
people thought we would lose
because Matia apa was so
strong and ple including
(Shetkh Fazlul Hugq) Mont bhai
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who was (n jall, sent messages
asking me not to stand, They
thought that {f | lost, then that
would refle¢t badly on the Six-
point Pro me which had

gram
just been launched by father.

In the end | did contest the
clection and won.

DS: You've said that learnt
politics from life ﬂcuvo;m was
there ever a moment when
Bangabandhu tried, con-
sciously, to educate or en-
lighten you about his politics?

SH: Actually, the atmos-
phere in our house wasn't such
that father would sit us down
and say, “lets learn politics.”

There was no opportunity
for that and indeed there was
no need for that. [t was a nat-
ural process. The whole atmo-
sphere was a political one. We
used to discuss everything
with father, whether politics
or anything else.

And we had the habit of
rcading newspapers. When [a-
ther used to be out of prison,
we used to all sit together and
read the papers. Then we used
to discuss things from the pa-
pers, whether politics, or

sports or anything.

DS: Did Sheikh Shaheb dis-
cuss matters of principle such
as nationalism. secularism, so
cialism and democracy? Did he
used to discuss things related
to the four points?

SH: Yes, all the time. Let
me tell you a little story.

We had a subject at school
called Social Knowledge, and
there was a chapter on Pak-
istan in the book. It was Ayub
Khan's time and the chapter
had profuse pratses for Ayub

So | showed it to my father
and said, look what they've
written. My father told me to
forget it. He said, "All these
Pakistan business won't last,
you don’'t have to waste your
time reading about ft.”

| had written down every-
thing lather said about Ayub
and military dictators on the
back of the book. Then, during
the school exams, | wrote

R

Nobody Can Deny His Worth” s :

s a closc lamily
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and living just about 250

Bﬂl"dl away [from his

hanmondi, road number 32, Ucgum

Sulla Kamal, our

of all, shares her ex

Kamal's eyes were (earful

the

point.

rima donna among
those who have dedicated themsclves to
the cause ol pocsic as woll as o the weal
'riencees she can
plece logether of that latclul day In 1976

On this August morning, 17 ycurs
aficr Mujib's assassination, [kogum Sufia
: ‘Fu-r heart

hra;l with sorrow and anguish as she

the tragic evenls surrounding
in her frafl body, the pocicss was nev-

ertheless composed enough to observe
how intenscly many Bangalees feel that
Bangabandhu is the Llhoer of the naden
and Lthere should be no dispute over Lhis
She sUlll believes In the magic of

- ‘His Spirit Will Return...

Incomparable.

important mallers

lader, bul as a human being Mujib Is

DS: Were you in Dhaka en the 15th of
August, 19753 7 As
hundred yards away
did you see it all happen?

USK: Yes, | was here in this house. | met
Mujib two days before the 15th when |
winl over W his house o discuss some

B

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was o visil Lthe
Dhaka University on the 15th of :
We all knew aboul this auspicious ocea-

Iriend  of Beg-“ ufia Kam
A ms » al ber | could not cry
: l interviewed by hn';::cdnl::‘yhlrr.
ouse In im
Rahat Fahmida corik! siop
him. lle was undoubledly a prominent

As the Chancellor,

The news struck me dumb.

:‘{11{ suspicion regard
him

©rs were complete

| remem-
. 1 don't recollect what
Curfew was imposed

world seemed to have stopped

It can be casily said, Hujm no
security, forces at all. He never imagined
he needed to be secure from the people

BSK: Do you think any work is being

Who has taken

the name. And this belicl strengthens
her more than any ideology.
Excerpts of the interview follow:

DAILY STAR (DS): Since when do you
know Shedch Myibur Ralervan?

BECUM SUFIA KAMAL (3SK}: We first
heard ol Sheikh Mujibur Rahman while
in Calcutia. It was the tme when he wok
his admission into Islamia College in

Calculta. and joined hands with
Suhra in the movement.

Theugh 1 do not remember the exact
dale or , but then on he was acuively
invo in various movemcnls.

You cannot call the movement of that
time aﬂnllticll one. This was the
Swades movement. I was the Lime
when ‘Swadeshi’ movement was very
strong. This was belore partition, we
heard of a young boy — Sheikh Mu
Rahman and he was also known 1o have
bren involved in various works wilh

Suhrawardy.

DS : lHow would you evaluate

Bangabandhu — both as a leader and as

a man?

BSK: He have had his faults, for
which he may have made many mis-
lakes. DBul there is not another leader
like him, and | have not metl a man
like him. [ cannot explain In words,
what a noble man he was — he had a
reat soul. He was like a younger

to me. Mujib always respecied

me as an clder sisier.

Until now, | have not come across
such a genecrous and brave man like |

sion which most university students and
slall were looking forward 1o,

Just the night before (14th August),
wu nobieed army cars up and
down Lhis road, Lh:? I msl: ?’lﬂ ol
Dhanmondt.  They had thelr barrack in
the nearby girl's school. So we learnt, #t
was [or Lhis rcason, their cars were pass-
ing so oflen.

| was oul and returned home around
9:30 at night. Even then | noticed quite
a numbcer of army cars around this area.

Al around six o' clock In the
morning we heard gun shots and also
tanks. As it was the |15th of fnd-
I.I:Wu ht this was for Mujib’'s
pre s lor visiting the University.

We became suspicious, as we heard
cross firing and in minutes it was a bai-
Ucfiedd. Some shots even flew over this
house. Just between six 10 seven in the

morning the situation turned horrifying
:hﬂ‘m clue as 10 what was happen-
By then we were all awake in the
house. The houses of this arca were
shaking violcnily. We heard the sound of
‘ople running all around. And from our
ouse we cotld clearly see cars and
tanks moving wo and fro over that .
As Lhen we did not look at the ol
am nol oo sure aboutl the exact lime.
Butl | supposc It was around seven o
clock in Lhe morning when we heard the
announcement on the radio — ‘Migib has
been assassinaled’. | don't remember
what happened afier | heard this news. |
was busy working. Aflter my ‘fazaar’

rayers, | was giving medicine o
Euot-nd ﬂmmuwluuldﬂunw

done for or on Mufib?
the responsibility?

| cannot think of any other
organisation other than ‘Bangabandhu
Parishad’, of which | am a member We
have branches in various parts of the
world, like Abu Dhabi. Qalar, England,
Amcrica. | don’'t know of any other
organisations or groups seriously work-
ing on him.

Mujib has liberated this country. He
has given the people an Independent
state. With all the and sacrifice of
he and his . he has handed our
country o those ple, who should

have some responsibility and ought
to be E:ﬂlhnﬂl — t llnrun being
done Mujib? What are the people in
this country doing?

His life and work are discussed all
over the world. As | said earlier, iIn my
long lie, | have not come across another
man like him. Neo one has yet had the
cou o come florward and discuss
Banga u's life and worksa He was a
man, whe was a true patriot. | remem
ber, he always said, ‘we should never
ask for charity’ Look at us wday, we
are tically iving on handouts.

ujﬁw.hrpﬁz'lﬂhhllﬁh
jall. In fact he gave his for this coun-
llz. Strangely enough, after August
1978, people were hush hush even t
mentioning his name in public. But |
can assure you, his spirit will return,
and nnh-udL::in deny his worth. The
Limw s net away

DS: Thank you much for sha
wm-ﬂmﬂm{ﬂhu,w

those things down in answer
to a question about Ayub and
Pakistan.

Now,
CSP's wife and she was so an-
noyed that she failed me for

that whole subject!

the teacher was a

Later, my private tutor went
and checked my exam r
which he always did. He m
that the teacher had wrilten
next to my answer, "This girl
dncnnl;: read any honi:t she ob-
viously goes around lislening to
political speeches only.”

Later during my matric, |
took the Social Knowled
exam without answering ques-
tions to that Pakistan ¢ :
That meant sacrificing 20
marks which was rcally risky
because | could have failed. But
it was ke a prineiple, | re-
fused to read anything about
Pakistan on the text books.

We used to discuss all sorts
of malters with father. He al-
ways spoke openly and seri-
ously with us, he never treated
us ke kids or as somcone who
were loo young to undersiand
political things.

And whenever we had
questions. We always went
straight to him and asked. |
had a bad habit in that | was
very argumcentative. | don't
know why but | always used to
argue with father. Whaitcver
the topic. | used to contradict
and argue with him. Mother
used lo get quite anneyed
someltlime.

DS: Did all of your brothers an
sisters have this habit ?

SH: More or less, but Kamal
was less so. There was a little
ap between him and father
m his childhood, as | said
earlicr, and it wasn't totally
filled. So he was a litte shy
with father.

But |1 was too much
argumentative, and so was
Rehana, my younger sisler.
That's why I¥I had any political
questions | never used to
hesitate to ask.

Whenever father was out of
jail, our morming used to start
with him, a cup of tca and the

NCWSpapers.

DS: You used to visit Banga-
bandhu in prison. of course. In
what sort of a mood did you
used (o find him?

SH: We learnt onc thing
from our [ather, and that was
to accept with a smile any
kind of pain or suflerings.
Father never used to sit in
gloom il there was any danger
or hardship. He always used to
make light of any danger and
laugh with it. It was a family
trait.

My mother played a wital
rolc. She was highly aware
politically. During my father’'s
abscnce, she had to look alter
Awami League as well as her
family.

She wused to take
information to father and bring
back instructions. It was a
difficult job, becausc plaine-
lothcs policemen always used
o shadow us.

Mothecr was supportive to
the utmost. Father never had
to worry about [amily
problems, mother used to take
carc of cverything,

DS: Did he used to talk about
prison life much?

Sti: Oh yecs, he used to talk
about the jail. Most of the
times father used to be kept
isolated from other prisoners.

Father used to talk about his
own cooking, thal is whenever
he tricd lo cook something by
himsclf. He used 1o have pet
cats and birds in his
cell. He used to talk about
those.

Once a cat mrw: birth to
some kittens and he got very
worricd when he saw . the
molher cal picking her kitlens
up with her teeth and take
them with her hare and there.

He didn't know catas de
that until the ecyes of the
kitiens are fully opened! MHe
got worrted about kittens’
eycs not opening. Sp he
arranged for a to
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would talk about the number
birds that came 0 feed in

garden that day.
DS: Al that time, did
feel that you'd have a
rede (n this country

1

k
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SH: Well, actually, because §
was born into a political famiiyg
| never used to think qun!
along that line. ;

Nowadays, | often jokingly
tcll Chattra League leaderg
that "] did so much work e
the Chattra League but you
people never made me @
member ol the Centraj
Commilleel” '

| joke about it now, but af
that time | never t t th4
I'd have to have a post. | did
whaltever was necessary at thg
time, Itke contesting the
Eden College clections.
Chhatra League feit | ought !
stand for the Eden election
so | did. 1

DS: Did you ever think, Mi ?
the late ‘50s or ‘60s, tha

Bangabandhu would one day
become the leader or Prime
Minister of this country?

SH: | never got any impres-
sion [rom him along that line.
e never gave much thought 1o
it. To him, what he would de
was more important than what
he would become.

DS; You became actively in
volved. in Bangladesh politics
after you came back home in
198].......

SH: Yes, bul before that
when | was in England, | was
involved indirectly.

When Zia (Maj. Gen. Ziaur
Rahman) became a military
dictator, became president
and this or that, we used o

oppose it. There was a
newspa published aflter
1875 from London called

Banglar Dak and we used to get

storics printed.

I used to be directly
involved with the
Parishad in in 1980. |

used to attend Awami League
mectings, give speeches etc
but was nol a party member
and the reality is, | hadn’t
thought about being directly
involved in party allairs. My
main Interest was to do
rescarch work, writings ete
with the Bangabandhu
Parishad.

| wanted to mostly do
social work. My f[ather always
fclt something had to be done
for the people, and he was
also wvery conscious of the
sacrifices Awami League
workers always made for the

In England, | had helped
out in making AL stronger by
doing o isational work. |
didn't think of holding a post
or laking on as big a respon-
sibility as | have now.

DS: After the elections
1970, we said that She
Shaheb was the next prime
minister of Pakistan. In your
Jamily circles, did you have an
discussions like 'my father
the next prime minister df
Pakistan’ or something like
that?

SH: There was no scope for
that!

Let me say this, when the
Six-point Programme was
presented by father, it was
more or less clear from then
on that Bapgladesh was going
to become independent. |

That s why, our thinking
was not so much whether
father would become prime
minister of Pakistan; rather
the t was more on how
Bangladesh would become
independent. Within the fam-
fly. it nevet simply occured to

house.
SH: My mother believed
that my father had dedicated

his whole life for the welfare of
the people. Father had a
tremendous faith on and love
for the people of this country.
He felt that f he had gone
to a well-protected house,
then he would become isolated
from the people. And my
mother felt that if the family
moved to an official place, then
all the and surrou
would spoil the children.

We were an erdinary
family, and we wanted to
maintain that lfe. Father,
despite being

| feel now that it was not
the right a h. At least
protection should have
provided by the
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