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We Mourn

The nation today moumns the assassination of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who, just
17 years ago, fell victim to a heinous crime, to-

her with his wife and several members of his

ily. The Sheikh was not the first nor perhaps
the last national leader (o die from an assassin's
bullet. But he was perhaps the first founder of a
state and the clected head of a government to
die at the hands ol a [ew of his own countrymen
who. ironically enough, enjoy the same {reedom
as millions of others in an independent state that
Bangabandhu hel to bring into being. turning
a dream into a reality.

In condemni the crime that robbed
Bangladesh of its founder, we pay our tribute to
the of a man whose indomitable courage,
the vision of a state that his people could call
their own and his uncompromisi lgaht for the
mtu ol the common people creat ladesh,

a soul of its own. Again and again, the soul
has been bruised and brutalised, the spirit of the
nation dimmed and many a hope for the coun-
try's future dashed. Within six years, the country
lost another national leader. Shahid President
Ziaur Rahman, the victim of another heinous
crime, the man who was destined to complete
the unfinished job of the Sheikh, taking the
country along the long road to stability, and giv-

this impoverished nation a place in the sun.

is long journey of Bangladesh has been In-
terrupted again and again by assassinations.
coups, military take-overs and natural calamities.
There must be something indestructible about
Bangladesh that it has survived these challenges.
We can be even proud of the fact that, aflter nine
years ol authoritarian rule, we have put the coun-
try back under democracy, governed by an
elected administration. Our economic agenda has
taken shape, winning support and approval {rom
within the country and outside.

Yet, somewhere along the way, we come face to
face with national frustration, with a mood of de-
sﬁair. Is it because our repeated failures durin
the past decades have started taking their toll,
eating in to the vitals of the nation? Perhaps.

Shall we blame the system, the leadership of
our political parties or our national character?

ain, perhaps. What we cannot dispute is that
while we have won a new opportunity of resuming
the journey towards Erngrcsa and prosperity, we
stand divided, even when it comes to paying our
respects to our two great national leaders, Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Shahid Zi-
aur Rahman. As we stand divided on fundamental
Issues facing the nation, we are also unable to
take a common stand against lawlessness, campus
violence, corruption and indiscipline among the
industrial labour. We have answers to many of
these problems, perhaps even to all of them.

What we do not apparently have is the ability to
apa}y these answers within a national framework.

€ can pay no greater tribute to the memory of
the Bangabandhu than to undertake a self-evalua-
tion and, in the process, to judge for ourselves if
we are still capable of living by the ideals that
provided the foundation of Bangladesh. The self-
evaluation, honest and solemn, is moré fmportant
than the observance of a hartal today. placing
garlands at the portraits of the Sheikh or in sing-
ing patriotic songs. Let it be a day for work and
dedication, rather than of slogans and factional
in-fighting. That's the way to moumn the loss of a
greal leader of the nation.

No Ready Answer

Drug administration personnel on Sunday
raided a pharmacy at Mitford and recovered a
quantity of "spurious medicine namely Gacojal
powder in 1 files and 1.15 lakh Sodamint
tablets”. The report published in The Daily Star of
Thursday has more than one implication. It natu-
rally makes us once more aware of the danger of
what passes for medicine but in fact is otherwise.
The problem continues with us and it grows in
size and power of harm all the time. e drug
administration's successful raid encourages one
to [eel reassured. Something is being done—
other than enacting laws and regulations — to
discourage the manufacture and trading of spuri-
ous d.m%?.

One, however, s always at a loss to understand
if such raids — few and far between as they are —
can meet the challenge in any meaningful man-
ner. The nation's demand for. medicine of what-
ever kind and quality Is far greater than the qual-
ified doctors can write their prescriptions for. As
a result there opens up a yawning chasm between
the amount of "medicine” bought and consumed
on the one hand and the part of it that conforms
to the standards set by the drug administration
on the other. For numerous brands of medicine it
is not even a question of quality and standard but
one of making completely baseless claims of
miraculous efficacy and flooding the market. It is
tolerable when tzc claims somehow relate to
cosmetic and ego considerations as it happens
with problems ol the falling hair. But it is abso-
lutely unacceptable when brands of medicine
having no relation to the control exerted by the
drug administration are gorged down the gullets
of the afllicted.

There Is not much that the administration can
do to stop this. This is not Lo that pharmaceu-
ticals should have an open field to cripple and kill
the nation. A foolprool control over these very
rolr:nt dmﬁ: first of all calls for the strict en-
orcement that no drug shall be sold without a
prescription and that there be enough qualified
doctors to write out the million recipe and, most
important of all, all our people have access to
these _[%hyalclans and are able to buy their ser-
vice. This is somewhat tall as an o crandgbc-
ernment performance for a while cannot go be-
yond ensu that "spurious” drugs are man-
ufactured and traded and sold. And we shall re-
Joice ff this small part is well done.

Success in ensuring cl]uall% drugs would how-
ever mean nothing to the afllicted multitude in
need of treatment and care and appropriate
medication. who cannot afford to go to a doctor
with genuine degree. Ayurvedic or traditional
Subcontinental medicine and homeopathy — we
are thankful — fill up this vast void. They aren't
harmful in the ﬁrstrp e and. in the bargain, are
decidedly more eflective than placebos. The
question that remains unanswered is how to en-
sure the T'.lallty of these drugs.

The biggest problems now besetti the
health of the nation are the quacks and self-med-
ication. Spurious drugs thrive on these. And we
have no ready answer {0 these.
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HERE are two wvery

I distinet sides o owr
relationship with Paki-

stan. There is one Lthal springs
from our experiences of

being part of the same country
for lﬂl’-ﬁur years with the
history of a limited growth on
one side and ecconomic ex-
plollation, eultural domination
disparity and political disen

franchisement in terms of
genuine power sharing, on Lhe
other, Crowning it all s the
nightmarish memory of the
genocide and the brutlalities of
Pakistan during our libcration
War.
The other side springs from
our need to make [riends in
the international arcna, devel-
opment partner in the regional
conlext, especially in that of
SAARC, and an ally in the bilat-
cral sense, who will support
our specific national causes as
and when such occasions
should arise. Herc emotions
take to the sidelines and the
pragmatic world of sell-inter-
est and mutual benefit takes
precedence over everylhing
clse,

It is this pull and push’
as of our relationship
with Pakistan —pull’ of the
expericnces of the past, and
the ‘push’ of the need for our
future — that Prime Ministor
Khalcda had to balance very
carcfully during her just con-
cluded threc-day visit to
Pakistan. The challenge was 1o
push ahead our bilateral rela-
tions with Pakistan without
appearing to be sacrificing
what we hold to be our just
and legitimate demands. Given
the sensitivities on all sides, 1t
was not an casy task. It is my
personal impression that she
performed it with suavity and
dignity. She was ablc to convey
her earnestness about wanting
an extremely cordial rclation-
ship with Pakistan while at the
same time keeping in view

LTHOUGH the popula-

tion control pro-

gramme in Zimbabwe
is regarded as the best in
Alrica, the population is still
cxpected to double in the next
15 years. Just how fast the
population is growing should
be known at the end of this
ycar when new census [igures
arc published.

The second census since
independence in 1980 is to be
held from August 18-27
Schools have closed early be-
cause 23,000 of the 27.000
enumcrators are teachers. Ev-
eryone staying in Zimbabwc
overnight on August 27, resi-
dent or wisitor, will be
counted.

At the last census the popu-
lation was 7.5 million. Esti-
males pul it now at 10.8 mil-
lion and half of these are un-
der 15 years old. One factor in
this growth is the drop in
child mortality — from B6 per
1,000 in 1980 to 70 in 1987.
And life expectancy has risen
from 57 in 1982 to 60 in
1987.

The Zimbabwe
Family Planing

Naltional
Council
gels a gov-
ernment grant and rclies heav-
fly on donor agencies, has been

- making stout eflorts to curb

e ——— o

population growth. The de-
mand for condoms has shown
a marked increase over the
years. ZNFPC distribution rosc

address.
Islamic laws

Sir, Law and ordcr situation
in the country has assumed an
alarming form. Things arc go-
ing from bad to worse. Mug-
ging, hijacking, killing — not
to speak of thell — have be-
come commonplace. There
was a lot of uproar in the par-
llament over the issuc. The
honourable Home Minister
claimed that things were now
better than they were in 1972,
But that is beside the point.
Which political party is In
power is also impertinent.

The point is that law and
order is not merely bad. It has
come o a collapsing stage.
Life, persen and property of
the citizens are practically left
at the merey of the eriminals.
Situation has come to such a
pass that no minor mecasurcs
can improve it. Drastic and ex-
emplary punishment are called
for to arrest and improve the
situation.

Perhaps the only answer
lies in full timplementation of
Islamic laws. In Saud( Arabia
and some other Middle East
countries where Islamic laws
arc in force, law and order sit-
uation is very commendable
although literacy rate there is
not high. Their law and order
situation is even better than
that of Europe and America
although literacy rate in the
West is much higher.

In Bangladesh about 90%
peoplc are Muslims and they
may welcome introduction of
Islamic laws except, of course,
a handful of criminals. If need
be the government can hold an

Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

PM'’s Pakistan Visit

stacles In our relationship
and they necded 1o be solved
before further progress could
be expected.

air,
dominate the attitude of the
two sides. This pragmatism
was the key to the success of
the visit.

Visits at the level of heads
of government are nol about
ceremanies, reccplions or
signing accords. In the now
dcfunct communist countrics
the flirst twe bore Immense
significance. Bul fer democra-
cies they arc part of well es-
tablished protocol. The third
is the result of rigorous work

at the official level. The real
purpose of such visits brtwoen
chief executives is to establish
undcrstandt and coopcra-
tion at lhcngt‘hcn political

by Mahfuz Anam

level that enables countrics to
overcome knotty and complex
problems that cannot be han-
died at any other level. Such
visits permit leaders to form
personal jons about each
other establish rapport
that cuts across burcaucratic
and official barriers. The best
thing that can happen during
such a visit is that the lcaders
become [riends. If not. at least
trusting collaborators, sympa-
thetic to each other's needs.
The exposure makes them
scnsitive to the domestic pres-
surcs that cach has to take
account of and the political
gamcs they need to play for
the gallery.

On the question of cstab-
lishing personal rapport the
trip can be sald to have been

extre successfiul. The visit,
which at the stast was prote-
col-wise correct, ended up as
most warm and friendly, with
the P:}kllum Prime Minister
himself leading the :

Mr Nawaz Sharif m;‘-rﬂyw
cided to let Begum Zia visit his
home town and political
L] — Lahore — all
lwmﬂu an unlnmh’
question. But much to the de-
light of all those who wanted
the visit to make an indclible
impression on Begum Zia's
mind, the Pakistani leader
dropped all his previous plans
and decided to personally ac-
company the Bangladesh
lcader throughout the whole
day programme in Lahore.
There were other ures,
like the tmpromptu h at
Murree, that signified that
Begum Zia and Mr Nawaz
Sharil had hit it off well. It was
this personal understanding
between the two lcaders that
ultimately obliged the
Pakistani side to put a date to
the starting of the tion
process. Nawaz Sharil realised
that Begum Zia could not re-
turn home without a specific
date and Begum Zia, on her
part, knew that pushing the
Pakistani leader further on this
qucstion would make it a polit-
ical Hability for him, given the
volatile situation in Sind and
the political ecloud under
which the Muhajir Qaumti
Movement (MQM)  presently
Whs

On the question ol asscts

and liabilities 1t was necither

Pragmatism is the Key

she did. If Bangladesh is 1o get
its due share it will have to be

on Lhe basis of Il and
understanding,

Zia was able to tﬂ.ﬂ:llm
agreement by Pakistan teo
rcactivate the mechanism to
look into the question is itself
a step forward compared te
the fact that it was in the back
burner for so many years.
Realism dictates that it is not
an issuc that can be solved in a
short time.

The main focus of Begum
Zia's visit was to forge eco-
nomie lnks with Pakistan,
and the result fs a mixed bag
The issue is far more delicate
than it may first appear. We
want, and neecd foreign,
including Pakistani invest-
ment here. But a sudden influx
of Pakistani investment or
businessmen in Bangladesh,
howcver destrable in economie
tcrms, is bound to create
political and chological
ripples which bzz couniries
would be better off avoiding
for the moment. It will be
wiser and definitely longer
lasting to take a ‘slow and
stcady’ approach In this
rcgad,

Obviously her first offictal
visit lo Pakistan was watched
very carefully by India, just as
her visit to India was rved
with immensc interest by
Pakistan. Bugum Zia appeared
to be well aware of it. She
made it abundantly clear, and
tm‘rﬂﬂ so, to her hosts that
ang 's bilateral relations
with Pakistan cannot be made
to jeopardise our relations

Population Clocks Tick Awa

Tim Nyahunzvi and John Gambanga write from Harare

The International Population Control Award went to President Robert Mugabe in 1989 for
Zimbabwe's vigorous population control policies. The efforts continue, but the country's

birthrate is still high. Zimbabwe is holding a census (August 18-27) and a big population
rise is expected to be recorded.

Half Africa is under 16

Average life expectancy for Alrican children is 20 years fewer than
that of children in industrialised worid

ik
.

| One in seven babies born in Africa weighs under 2.5 kilograi

from 15.5 million in 1989 1t
2] million in 1991,

Under a five-year pro-
gramme launched last year the
ZNFPC hopes the ave size
of a Zimbabwean family will
drop from seven in 1991 to
four in 1995,

The eouncil is promoting "a
wider range of family planning
methods — from short term

(the pill and the loop) 1o per-
manent onecs, like sterilisation.
Dut, said a council offictal,
“most ol our people are using
[amily planning methods for
spacing births and not limiting
numbers.”

The fact is that family
planning methods are frowncd
on by most Zimbabweans as be-
ing un-Alrican. The revulsion

with which they are trcated
was summoed up by a middle-
aged man in video on Alds
awarcncss shown on national
telcvision. He said the idea of
using a condom was like

"sucking a swect with the

wrapper on.” %
in remote rupal .

says Dr Gibson fshona, of*

the Central Statistical Office,
fertility and mortality rates
remain high because of early
marriages, a high level of illit-
cracy, the nced for security

during old age by parents —
hence the large number of

children — and low standards
of health and nutrition, espe-
cially among children.

Mcn generally feel family
planning is the women's rc-
sponsibility, and while most
would not mind il their wives
were slerilised, few would en-
tertain the idea of being ster-
ilised thecmsclves. Says Fatima
Bopoto, of ZNFPC: "It has
somcthing Lo do with our cul-
turc and attitudes to this form
of birth control.”

The tcn-day census will
cgst 7S 25 million. About one-

—

—

opinfon poll on the subject to
ascertain the views of the rank
and file. It may not be out of
place to mention here that an
ex-chiel justice of Pakistan, Mr
Comnelius who is a non-Muslim
pleaded for introduction of Is-
lamic laws.

May |, therefore, request
the present democralic gov-
ernment to be bold cnough to
introduce Islamic laws in
order to give salfely and sccu-
rity to the innocent citizens.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment

Not to lie

Sir, There i1s a common
maxim that lie is the mother ol
all sins.

In all major religions, there
have been teachings not to tell
lie. But we do very often, show-
ing thumb to those moral
ideas, indiscriminately prac-
tise lie. And this practice does
not spare us from falling in
troubles. The other day, one of
my acquaintance's marriage
got split due to a little le.

Think of a world where
none tells a liel Had this been a
reality, the world could have
turned into a mini-heaven with
all sorts of crimes, misman-
agements and unfair practices
certainly minimized .

In spite of all these
prospects, people tend to tell
lic. As a preventive device, | do
emphasize on a micro-level
nlmou:h. By the term ‘micro
-level approach’ | mean 'that
the individuals should be

taught moral values and norms
and extensive practices of
these values and norms should
be institutionalized.

All these may seem to
as merely pious ideas. But such
practices could positively revo-
lutionize the socicty.

| do very rarcly tell a lie. In
fact, | have never told a big lie.
On scveral occasions, | was
awarded for this good practice.
DBy those awards, | was highly
encouraged to practice telling
truth exhaustively.

In fine, lle begets lie, cre-
ates troubles, and truth begets
awards and diffuses tension.
Should we not opt for the bet-
ter?

Md. Abdur Rouf
International Relations
Department, DU

Iraq and US election
Sir, Iraq has agrecd to allow

an UN team to enter its Agri-
cultural Ministry building to
look for documents concern-
ing weapons. The issue is set-
tled, as per announcement. But
alterwards there (s a ncws that
US navy Is iIncrcasing ils
strength in the Middle East.
llas this any connecction
with the forthcoming presi-
dential election? Docs Presi-
dent Bush think that he can

" turn the tide, now favourin

Mr Clinton, with the help o

Jewish vote and finance?
Didn't Isracl get away with

plenty more deflance of UN?

M A flag
Green Road, Dhaka

BTV programmes

Sir, "Places in the Heart”
wis shown on 31/7/92 in the
‘movie of the week’' pro-/
gramme of BTV. It was indced
A good sclection. The story od
the movie was about a house- |
wife whose husband was sud-|

denly killed and who afler a
hard struggle succeeded in
cultivating cotton on her agri-
cultural land with the help of
a ‘negro’. :
Another entertaining pro-
gramme telecast by BTV on
the same Friday night was Pro-
fessionals Leisure— "Aboshar”
— which was participated by
some prominent journalists.
The programme was quite in-
teresting and informative. Per-
haps the programme could be
made more attractive had the
Journalists from all the major
newspapers and ncws media
were inviled to participale.
Anyway wc extend our
sincere thanks to BTV for
screcning the above pro-
grammes. We hope that the
BTV will telecast such type of
programmes [requently for its
viewers.
M Zahidul Haque
Assisiant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka

Bank loan for
industries

Sir, At prescnt loan extend-
ing banks hesitate to issue in-
dustrial loans to the claimers.
due to the faflure of the latter
in refunding the loan money
or the interest. The loan re-
ceivers who do not establish
industries, 1 think, remain
close to the banks for the case
of cheating the banks. As a re-
sult, the bankers being afraid
of also the genuine partics
who are not so close cither,
are not willing to invest the
bank moncy. |

To ensure sctling up of
genuinely needed induslrics
with bank loan the government
or more precisely, the con-
cerned development must fi
away oul :

M A Motin Majumder
Survey of Bangladesh, Dhaka

| actually

third of this will come from
the UN Fund for Population
Activities and the Swedish In-
ternational Development Au-
thority. Training of enumera-
tors, leam leaders, and super-
visors began in June.

The ccnsus comes In the
middle of five-year Economic
Structural "Adjustment Pro-
gramme, afler what turmed out
lo be lcn years of a disastrous
experiment with socialist
policies — albeit in fulfilment
ol pledges made to the clec-
torate after the independence
war.
Accurate statistics are vital
in any type of planning for the
future. First results of the
census are expected in De-
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y as Heads are Counted
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Zimbabwe's population

problems are not unique in
Alrica. The population of the
continent is about 647 million.
With a growth rate of three per
cent a year it is to
reach 1.6 bfllion by the year
2008.
To remind officials of the
problem, four population
clocks tick away in Zimbabwe.
One ts in the Central Statistical
OfMce and the others in the
Ministries of Information,
Posts and Telecommunications
and Education and Culture.

One worried, cynical reader
wrote to the national newspa-
per. The Herald: "It seems the
rate at which birth certificates
are being issued less than a
quarter the rate at which peo-
ple are being born. If that s
not the case, why are the dis-
trict administrator's oflices

perpetually full of people wan-
ting these documents?”

Perhaps the census will give
thc reader an answer,

— GEMINI NEWS

VAT and Vendors

The other day | went Lo
post a lctter at one of the post
oflices in the city. While walk-
ing out of the building, |1 no-
ticed a good number of pcople
relishing on a special dish of

grams. | [elt an inclination to .

have some. Usually [ advise my
children to abstain from the
dclicacies available on the
road-sides. But somctimes as
happcns to all, one fecls like
brecaking the rules and taste
somcthing diflerent. Many
vendors were sclling their
dclicacies and it appeared that
the pcople were enjoying the
snacks.

I lent mysecil to the
hospitality of one of the
vendors. As | joined Lhe other
pcople enjoying the dishes, |
began to enjoy their
comments and opinions on
dillcrent issues. On obscrving
the fast sale, one gentleman
by-the-by asked the wvcndor
about his income. The vendor
hesitantly’ but sofltly said,
“"Normally | invest Taka two
hundred and at the end of the
day, | rcturn home with Taka
three hundred.” On hcaring
this Lhe questioner screamed
out and in a humorous lone
said, "This evening | must ring
the Finance Minister, Mr
Sailur Rahman, and tcll him to
impose VAT on your busincss.”
Al this the vendor was quite
inquisitive and wished to know
what the gentleman meant by
VAT.

The gentleman engaged

| himsell to explain about VAT.

All that the vendor could grasp

| about VAT was an extra pay-

ment on his part for making
the sale of the stull. Then the
vendor instantly and conli-
dently said, "We all the ven-
dors have been paying this so-
called VAT since long before
Mr Sailur Rahman cven came
to power.” People around were
very curious to know what he
meant by the VAT. lle
further stated, "We daily pay
VAT to persons as govern-
ment representatives and local
mustanbhais.” He lurther con-
firmed that they canneot any
way avold this VAT because
violating the demands of those

kicks in Lhe tummy

_—

carrying this business. As this
is their only souree of income,
they have no other choice.

In a very disappointing tone
and disgusting mood, he ex-
pressed, "On the top of all
Lthese, if we have to pay lurther
taxes then we will have no al-
ternative but to ask our fami-
lHes Lo beg or die.” | was
charmed by his dcliberation.
This gave out a hard fact
which many of us know but
don't care to cxpress it for the
fcar of dirc consequences. |
gucss that if checked with
other way-side vendors, it
would be the same picture, -

This may ignite an anger in
the scction of villain oppor-
tunists who are thriving up on
the sullering of the poor ven-
dors. These poor vendors need
protection. Aforementioned
harassment from any quarter
should not be tolcrated. The
law enforcing personnel
should check this by them-
sclves and take measures ac-
cordingly. As we are aware of
allcged corruption of law en-
forcing agencies, our journal-
ists should indulge in inves-
tigative journalism, thus min-
imising the corruption on the
part of the gu s of law
and order. If these vendors
have been running this sort of
busincss for a long time with-
out objection from the au-
thority then they should be al-
lowed to continue as before.
Thecy are sell-employed and
employment is one of our
biggest problems. This sort of
employment eases unemploy-
ment situation and reduce
becgging.

QOur banks may introduce
programmes for {inancing this
kind of small investments.
This will substantially help the
cconomy and lower ltm“: l:::
the Lt s t

e v allound weth s
_ t;:'un business in a small

. the poer can cam
mr living. will reduce
the praectice of and
anti-social activities. Con-
cerned authorities should leok
into this seriously and take
appropriate action in this

context.
Jerome Sarkar
Singlola, Dhaka

means
and being driven away [rom




