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LTTE says Delhi has
no jurisdiction to
outlaw movement

COLOMBO, Aug 13- Sri
Lanka's dominant Tami! Tiger
guerfilas Wednesday rejeetod
an Indtan ban and satd Now
Delhi had no jurisdiciion (o
outlaw their -:E:uull move
ment, ;

The ration Tigers ol
Tamil Eclam (LTTE) in its first
public' response to New Delhi's
action st it sakl the ban
was mull, void and inoperative
n law.” |

New Delht outlawed the
Tizers on May 14 allcr aocus-
ing the group of assassinating
former Indian Prime Minister
Rajtv Gandhi and training se-
ccastonist forces in South
India to dcstabilise the coun-
iry.

Um LTTE in a statemcnl
issucd from its Lendon offiec
satd M made submissions
Thursday to Indias unlawiful
activitics (prevention) iribunal

arguing that it was not within
the territorfial jurtsdiction of
New Delht

"The International
Scerctary of the LTTE dented
that the objective of the LTTE
was Lo disrupt the sovereignty
and or territorial integrity ol
India....

“The LTTE was a combatant
in an armed confllict against
the Sri Lankan government
which had sought to establish

ils rule over the
el poosts o e
ﬁmm' the statement

Colombo currently battling
the LTTE in the island's
northeast after 14 months of
peace talks ended In June
1990 leading to renewed
bloodletting in which nearly
3.000 security pcrsonnel and
thousands of others have died.

_22 kllled as ﬂoods_
grip Sind villages

KARACHI!, Aug 13: Monsoon
rains pounded southern Sindh
province, killing at lcast 22
people, Mlooding entire villages
and destroying vast tracts of
farmland, government oflicials
said Thu y. reports AP.

Mcteorologists in Karachi
said 144 millimelers (six
inches) of rain fell In 12 ours
ending at 6 A.M (0100 GMT)
Thursday

Karachi, Pakistan's largest
city of 8 milllon, has been bat-
tered by rains since Monday.
Overflowing rivers stranded
hundreds of olflice workers
Wednesday and closed scveral
schoaols.

Onc wiltness said four chil-
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dren were hurt when an ambu-
lance ferrying them home
skidded off the road into a
water-clogged cutter.

Another witness said scv-
eral dozen oflices workers
were rescued shortly after
midnight Thursday {rom their
water-logged bulildings.

The slums of Karachi were
the hardest hit, said scveral
FrCSCUCrs.

Fragile mud-homes and
huts made of corrugated card
board and tin shacks were
washed away lcaving thousands
homeless. Residents slogged
through knec-decp water lo
reach higher ground.

- -
PLO founding member dies:
Abdclkrim llamad Kais, a founding member of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, has dicd of natural causcs al 85, the
M0 reported Wednesday, reports AP from Tunis.
The lerse anpouncement by the Palestinian news ageney

WAFA 414 nol say wher

or when

Hamad Kais dwed

Palestinian sourccs said he would be buried In Tunis, but they

did not know when.

Hamad Kats, who went under the nom dc gucre Abu
Adnan, was also a founder of the Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, one of the cight PLO factions.

lic was a member of the Palestine National Council, Lhe
Palestinian parliament-en-cxile. There were no details on

survivors.

Russia-Lithuania talks end:

between Russia and Lithuania on the withdrawal of Russian
troops from the Baltic state which began in Vilnius Tucsday
ended Wednesday without any compromisc on a timetable,

reports AFP from Viintus.

But the two sides have begun studying Russia’'s proposal to

have its
to the lea
Swtankvacious

oul of Lithuania by the end of 1994, according
r of the Lithuanian dclegation,

Cheslovas

The head of the Russian dclegation Viktor Issakov rciter-
ated that Lithuania's demand that the troops be oul by the
end of the year was unrcalistic.

Earthquake hits Japan: aninense

ke measuring 5.6 on the Richicr scalc was recorded
in the Pacific Ocean off Japan on Wednesday, the Royal

Obsecrvatory said, in Hong Hmﬁa repo

In a statement carly Thu

ris AFP.
., it said the quakc's cpicen-

ter was about 420 kilometers (260 milcs) southcast of Tokyo,
and occurred about 1.42 PM Tokyo time (2242 GMT).
There were no reports of damage from Japan.

'Rebels kill 7 in Peru: rresudent aerto

decreed Wednesday that guerillas accused of violent
crimes will be tried in military courts for treason, and the
army reported that a rebel ambush killed six soldicrs and

civilian, AP says [rom Lima.

Fujimori announced thosc accuscd of rebel actions that in-
volved explostves or result in deaths, and thosc caught with
materials used for building bombs, will be charged with trea-

a0m

'i'hc measure is designed to strengthen the state's hand

against the Shining Path gucrillas, whosc 12-ycar-old Insur-

has clatimed morc than 25,000 ljves. In the past, ac-
eused rebels frequently walked free after intimidated judges
refused to convict them. Fujimori, who closcd Congress and

pended the constitution April 5, has been considering

capital punishment for subversives.

Bodies of 9 Tamils recovered:

Soldfers recovered the bodics of nine Tamil civilians,
increasing the death toll o 34 of villagers killed b
unidentified men In eastern Sri Lanka, military oflicials sa
Thursday, AP reports from Colombo.

The victims, including women and children, werc hacked
o death with machetes and knives at Milantenna village in
Batticaloa district Sunday night, officials said.

One killed in
ROK chopper

crash

SEOUL, Aug 13: Onc pas-
scnger died when a tourist

sightsecing helicopter crashed
into the sea of a Soutlh

Korcan tsland in Aslan s sce
ovd [atal helicopter crash In
two days, reports [ouler.

A police spokesman said
nine other passcngers and two

Night crew were rescucd from

the sca close o the town of
Sogwipo, South Korca's
favourite honcymoon resort on
the Southern island of Cheju
450 km(1BO milcs) south of
Scoul

“There were no rs
on the he r. We arc still

not sure what really happened.

|

Khieu Samphan threatens violence against Vietnamese

BANCGKOK, Aug 13: Khnkr
Rouge leader Khicu Samphan
has threatened more violence
against ethnic Victnamesc in
Cambodia unless UN peace-
keepers expel them, a leading
regional magazine said today,
reports Reuter.

Khicu Samphan's comments
in an interview with the Far
Eastern Economic Review ap-
peared to be the first dircct
threat of violence againsL Vicl-
namese from a senfor Cambo-
dian figure.

it follows reccnt massacrcs
of Vietnamese sctticrs which

the UN -keeping force
in fa has bcen power-
less Lo prevent.

—

International

UNHCR will try to stop ethnic cleansing

Serbs warn of growing

o

B e

S i

violence

SARAJEVO : Two children hug before their departure
from Sarajevo August 12. Serbian forces have agreed to
mive safe passage to about 350 women and children to leave

Sarnjevo in a UN convoy.

— AFP/UNB photo

SARAJEVO, Aug 13: Serb
leadcrs warned of growing vie-
lence in Bosnta-Herzegovina as
the United Nalions preparcd
to sanction the use of military
force to safeguard reliel sup-
plies 10 the beleagucrcd for-
mer Yugoslav republic, reports
Reuter,

Meanwhile, the United
Nations High Commissioncr
for Relugees in Gencva warncd
on Wednesday that Serb forces

. intended to drive up to 28,000

Bosnian rcfugees into Croatia
and said it would scnd repre-
scntatives into the arca to Lry
io stop them.

"We will not be accom-
plices to the despicable policy
of ethnic cleansing,” said
UNHCR spokeswoman Sylvina
Foa." We wanl to Increase our
visibility a lot because people
don’'t get up to dirty tricks
when the intcrnational com-
munity is walching.”

As world leaders sought a
W to end four months of
brutal ethnic war in the re-
gion, leaders of Dosnia s Scrbs
interpreted the UNs latest
drafl resolution on possible usc
of force, 10 be put to a vole lo-
day. as further evidence of
ant-Scrb bias in the Interna-
tional community

"The use of foree, as history

shows so abundantly, could,

only provoke more violence
and suflfering in spite of its
humanitarian excusc,” Dosnian
Scerb leader Radovan Karadzic
sad

Serb and Muslim leaders in
Bosnia gave their joint blessing
1o the evacuation of more than
JOO women a children from
Sarajevo on Wednesday, raising
hopes of a mass exodus of civil-
fans from the besicged capital.

in Bosnia

A conwvoy of lour buses was
escorted out of the city by U.N
armourced personnel carriers
and salely crossed Scrb lines
on its way o the adriatic port
of spht

But the warrin
were bitterly dif
prospect of U.N relief
shooting their way, il ncces-
sary, into besieged cities such
as the Muslim stronghold of
Gorazde to the South-East of
Sarajcvo where 70,000 pcople
have becn trapped since the
stari of the war.

So far rcliefl supplies have
been resiricted to Sarajevo,
and cven there the atrport has
had to closc pertodically be-
causc of heavy fighting.

Bosnia's Muslim President
Altja lzetbegovie, lacking the
military rcsources o hold his
recently-recognised republie
togcther, has welcomed out-
sidc Inlervention.

The Scrbs, who arc fighting
in have that recognition over-
turned and now control twn
thirds of Bosnian terrilory, say
any outside Intervention would
be tantamount to a direct at-
tack against them.

"The mistake of the prema-
ture recognition of Dosnia and
Herzegovina cannot be cor-
recied by a ncw mistake... mih-
tary inilervention which will

.. benefit one side,”
another statement by Dosnian
Scrbs said.

Some independent ob-
scrvers agreed outside inter-
vention, even for humanitarian
purposcs, could prove danger-
(s B %

licigrade has been widely
condemned for its policy of
"ethnic cleansing”

parties
over the

Ex-Japanese soldier admits Korean |

women were 'treated as animals'’

SEOUL, Aug 13 : A former
Japancse soldier who rounded
up Korcan women Lo sCrve as
forccd prostitutecs during

World War Two testilicd on

Wednesday thecy were ‘trealed
as animals.’

"I am here to help the
Korcans reccive compcnsation
from the Japancsc govern:
ment. | realise | should (irst
apologise but words alonc can’l
cxpress it all,” said Scijt
Yoshida.

Young women were draggoed
from their mothers and fathers
and torn [rom their children
to be transported to battiefront
brothcls, he said.

“The women were forced to
scrve the sexual necds of the
Japanecse soldiers. They were
treated like animals,” Yoshida.
78, told a ncws conlerenee.

“The sight of Japancsc sol-
dfers approaching would scnd
entire Korcan villages inlo
panic.”

Scveral victims of Japan's
wartime atrocitics altended
the news conference.

Tempers rose as some cl-
derly men, former slave work-

crs forced 1o labour as part of
Japan s wartime machine, de-
mandcd Yoshida apologisc
properly for Japan's misdcoeds.
i ressing rcgrel was. nol
cm% , on¢ old man shouled.
¢ sight and just the
mention of Japan still gives me
the shivers. This man
(Yoshida) says he's sorry but
its difficult to trust the
Japancse,” a 67-ycar-old
woman, abducted from her
home and forced to work as a
“comfort woman® for Japancsc
troops, told Recuters.
Malc and fcmale viclims
alike sobbed silently as they

Japan may boost
public funding
to combat AIDS

TOKYO, Aug 13: Japan is
expected to boost public fund-
ing to combat AIDS next
to 10 billion yen (B0 million
dollar), almost five times the
budget for the currcnt year,
news rcports said today,
reporis Reuter.

listenced to the [rail formor
soldicr specak.

“It had to do it becausc at
the time #t was my duly to do
s0,” said Yoshida, whe arvived
in Seoul on Tucsday for a four-
day visit.

Shame has forced many of
the clderly former sex slaves
to keep their suffering secret.

Noh Chung-Ja now 73, said
she was only 17 and due to
marry in five days, when
Japanese soldiers came to her
house.

"As | was screaming for my
mother, about three Japancse
soldiers grabbed me and
forced me to get into a truck.
That was when | becamc a scx
slave to scrve the soldiers,”
Noh said, tcars streaming
down her face.

"Now at 73, | have no chil-
dren. The moncy is really not
that important but | want the
Japancse government lo pay
mec for the work they forced
mc o do,” shc said.

Some former victims took
to the strecels to demand com-
pensation and denounce Japan
for oncc against harbouring

military ambitions.

They were among about 100
ciderly South Korcans, heavily
oulnumbered by riot police,

who banged goangs and drums

in a protest outside 'the
Japancse Embassy in central
Scoul.

Emperor Akihito should
apologisc to Korea, the crowd
yelled.

Rescarchers believe up to
200,000 women, most of them
Korcan, were forced to be-
comc¢ “comfort women”, a
Japancsc military cuphcmism.

The Japancse government
has acknowlcdged the re-
cruitment of comfort women
but has refused compensation,
saying there was no prool the
women were foreed.

Anti-Japanese secntiment

runs high in South Korca, es-
pecially around the August 15
anniversary of Korca's libcra-
tion in 1945 [rom 35 ycars ol
harsh Japanese rule.

Tokyo's decision to con-
tribute troops to Uniled
Nalions pcace-keeping mission
abroad has angecred many
Korecans

Rabin expects real progress
in next round of ME talks

WASIIINGTON, Aug |3
Isracli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin warned Wednesday that
the Middle East pcace proccss
would be long and slow. but
that he expecied rcal progress
in the next round of talks, re-
ports AFP.

“l don't expect that in a
period of two or threce ycars
one can solve all the parts ol
the Arab-lsraelt conflict,”
Rabin wamed in an address to
the National Press Club.

But, he said, Arab and
lsraci negotiators could take a
“first meaningful step” daring
the sixth round of bilateral
talks In Washington this
month.

[abin, who has been in the
United States for ncarly a

week, is expected to return o
Isrncl Thursday. He returns
with President George Bush's
pledge that the United Slates
will guarantee 10 billon dol-
lars in commercial loans to
Isracl, which will allow tLhe
Jewish state to get more
favourable terms.

Rabin insisted i his speech
that the guarantce was a “loan”
not a “granL.”

"We always pay our dcbts,”
he said.

The moncey, he told listen-
ers, would be uscd to sctile
Jews who emigrated to Isracl
from what was the Soviet
Union.

"In the last three ycars,
400.000 came and another
100,000 or morc will come,”

he said, adding that the main
rcason Lhat cmigration had
slowed was a slowdown in the
Isracli cconomy.

Rabin also rcitcrated that
his governmcent was rcady to
cslablish interim governments
in the occupied territorics to
give Palestinian some autlon-
omy, as had bcen latd out in
the 1978 Camp David accords
signed between Isracl and
FEgypt.

“We don't ask anything in
return,” he said, reiterating his
government’'s position that the
*alestinian demand for elece-
tions was unacceptable but that
tha' could run the West Bank
and Gaza Strip by choosing
administrators to run local in-
slitutions.

|

Sikhs gun down

9 more in Punjab

AMRITSAR, Aug 13: Sikh
militants gunncd down nine
rclatives of policemen Thurs-
day in a continuing scrics of
killings to avenge the decath of
one of their guerilla comman-
ders, police said, rcports AP.

Since Monday, militants
have killed 56 policemen or
their relatives following the

weekend death of Sukhdev’

Singh Babbar, described by the
government - as the most
wanted Sikh terrorist.
Targeting policemen’s fami-
lics appecared aimed at demor-
alizing the police and persuad-
ing Sikhs to quit the force.
Bolstered by the ncgoliated
surrender of 71 mililants on
Wednesday, the Punjab statc
vernment that was clected
ast Fcbruary has claimed suc-
cess in curbing. Insurgency

Off the Record
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Now they can

KUALA LUMPUR: Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad has

ordered
to shake hands with

Malaysian women scrving the overseas

that Muslims were not doing so.
A circular issucd by the Prime Minister's department late
last month was directed mainly at cthnic Malay women
officers and the wives of Malay officers sent overseas on

government duty, Bernama news

Ethnic

agcncy
who are almost exclu
up a litle over hall of Malaysia's 18 million

said.
sively Muslims make

cover their heads with scarves while a few vefl their faces
much in the style of conservative Arab women.

"Some Muslim women both married and single feel it

wrong to touch the bodies particularly

of men who are not

their relatives,” a senfor government officials said, adding
“This 1s, howcver, the minority view.”

The circular said that heads of pvcrmw
should advise their women representatives to shake

hands with foreigncrs but did not spectfy what action would
be taken against women refusing to comply

Workload causes her
breasts to shrink

BANGKOK: A bluc moviec actress helping the Thai

government's clection promotion p

mme says the

workload has catsed her breasts lo shrink more than two
inches (five em). threatening her chance of future roles,

reports Reuter.

Kwanpirom Lin, who has starred in several crotic filme,
told reporters ecarlier this week that she had Jost about six kg
(13 pounds] while atiending political rallics to urge people to
vote in the September 13 gencral cleetion.

3ut what worrics me s that the size of

my brcasts has

grown smaller, from 35 1/2 (90 em) o 33 inches (84 em),”
The Today Edition of the nation newspapcr quoled her as

saying

I'm afraid it will be diMicult for me 1o get a job If they're

smnall.” she said
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LONDON: “Frog,” an eleven-week old baby Celebes
monkey sits nervously in her keepers hands here August

12 at the Chessington World of Adventure. "Fr

og" lost her

mother at birth and has been hand reared by her keeper. A
spokeswoman said that if the monkey had been born in the
wild, her chance of survival would have been very slim.

*— AFP/UNB photo

| Fierce fighting in

Nagorno-Karabakh

MOSCOW, Aug 13: Azcris
and Armcnians lought fierce
baltles on Wednesday over the
disputed territory ol Nagorno-
Karabakh, reports Reulcr.

Each side blamed the other
for the latest outbreak of fight-
ing in the mountainous enclave
largely populated by Christian
Armenians but lying inside
Azerbaijan's borders.

The Armenian ncws agency
Armenpress said Azerbaijans
national army launched an of-
fensive in the enclave’'s north-
ern Mardakert district, scene
of some of the bloodiest fight-
ing in the conflict between the
two former Soviet rcpublics,

“This morning, alter power-
ful rocket and artillery shelling

of a number of villages of the
Mardakert district in Nagorno-
Karabakh, Azerbaijani army
formations began moving in
the direction of the villages of
Atetk and Chapar,” it said.

The pro-Armenia agency
rcported that the local Arme-
nian forces had abandoned
Chapar and another village,
Getavan.

The Azceri Turan Agency
said Armenian forces attacked
Azerbaljan's Kazakh and Ak-
stafinsky bordcr regions on
Tuesday night — it said eight
pcople wecre killed and 27
wounded in a massive artillcry
battle preceding the attack.

At lcast 2,000 people have
been killed in four

a comment by Charles Twin
g, the US Ambassador in Ph-
nom Penh, that his worst
nightmare would be lo see
Victnamese corpses [loating
down the Mekong River.

"UNTAC (UN Transitional
Authority in Cambodia) musl
understand the urgency of re-
solving this problem of the
Victnamese scitlers who are
part of the Vietnamcsc occupa-
tion plan to swallow Cambo-
dia,” Khieu Samphan said.

“If the Cambodian pcople
cannot sce a peaceful resolu-
tion to the problem they will
scck other means. So Ambas-
sndor Twining's nighimare
might become a “reality,” he

Khieu Samphan referred to  said.

The Khmer Rouge, who
slaughtered whole Vietnamesc
communities during their
reign of terror in the 1970s,
are citing the Victnamese is-
sue as their main reason for
reneging on the peace plan
which they and two other
guerilla groups signed with the
Vietnamese-installed Phnom
Penh government in last Oc-
tober.

The gucrilla group now rc-
fuses to lay down its weapons
because it says Vietnamese
troops are still fighting in
Cambodia and that at least one
million Vietnamese have s¢t-
ted there.

UNTAC, which is oversee-
ing the peace process, says

there is no evidence of a
significant Victnamesc (roop
prescnce.

Hanof's troops invaded
Cambodia in 1978 to oust Pol
Pot's ultra-communist regime
alter a series of Khmer Rouge
attacks on border villages.
They fought an inconclusive
Bush war against the gucrilla
allinnce until their official
withdrawal in Scptember
1989,

UNTAC officials cstimate
the Vietnamese population al
about 200,000 people. Some of
these are recent immigrants
sccking manual work they
cannol find in their own poor

country and which Cambodians
arc loathec to do.

Most of the prostitutes in
the capital are Victnamese. In
other communists, notably the
fishing trade, the Vicinamese
are often sccond or third gen-
cration residents of Cambodia.
Whether thesc people will get
to vote in elections scheduled
for next April or May s a big
conccrn for the political op-
position.

The Khmer Rou have
countcred their b -slaincd
history by preaching a fervent

nationalism based on the his-
torical enmity between the two
ncighbours.

UNTAC Chiefl Yasushi Akashi

has accuscd them of "sowing
racial hatred “ but foreigners
in Phnom Penh say thc mes-
sage ncvertheless has some
appeal to Cambodians.

in July nine Vietnamese
sctters, including a seven-day-
old baby, were murdecred
unidentified soldiers in a
on a village near the Viet-
namese border; UNTAC ofli-
clals said.

Other killings have also
been reported.

Victnamese civillans were
also slaughtered in purges un-
der the US “backed Lon Nel
Reginte which fell to the
Khmer Rouge in 1975.

Thailand frees
25,000 prisoners

BANGKOK, Aug 13: About
25,000 prisoners throughout
Thailand were relecased on
Wednesday under a special
amnesty deeree in honour of
the qucen’'s 60th birthday,
reports Xinhua,

Under the decree, about
53.000 other prisoners had
their scntences commuted,
The prisoners set frce in-
cluded foreigners.

That! corrections depart-
ment Director-General
Chamnien Chavanapong told
the local press before re-
lease that lTh;.r: m“;ﬂm
prisoners in fland year.
It is believed that the number
in the next year will remain
unchanged.



