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Two killed in Sarajevo : 1t peopic were
killed and at least 15 were wounded in overnight shelling of
Sarajeve, hours before a convoy of women and children was
due to leave the besieged Bosnian capital, reports Reuter.
‘Journalists in the city said six people were wounded on
Sarajevo's main pedestrian precinct during heavy bombard-
ment of the old town before midnight.
By morning the street was littered with tree branches,
power lines and masonry brought down by the shelling.
Several mainly Muslim districts were also shelled, hours
before some 300 women and children were due to be evacu-
ated from the city which has been under siege by Serbs op-
posed to Bosnian independence for more than four months.
United Nations peace-keeping forces in the city were due
to provide an armed escort for the convoy, at least to Sara-
jevo's city limits,
The convoy was expected to set off from UN headquarters
in Sarajevo at 0900 GMT.

4 candidates in Estonian polls:

Estonian President Arnold Ruutel is to face off against three
other candidates in Presidential elections slated for
Scptember 20, the Estonian news agency ETA reported
Tuesday, says AFP from Stockholm.

The other Presidential hopefuls arc éx-Forcign Affairs
Minister Lennart Meri, currently Ambassador to Finland,
former anti-communist activist Lagle Parek, and Ricn
Taagepera, who teaches in a Californian University.

The four candidates gathered the minimum 10,000 signa-
tures nccessary for nomination by the Tuesday closing date,
the agency said.

Voters are also to elect deputics to the Tallinn parliament
Sept 20. ' :

Radio Kabul fails to broadcast news:

State-owned Radio Kabul went olf the air Tuecsday evening as
fighting raged in the Alghan capital, AFP reports from
Islamabad.

The radio failed to broadcast its main news bulletin and
monitors here said there was complete radio silence.

Earlier, Mujahideen sources quoting radio messages from
party offices in Kabul said rockets had damaged installations
at the main transmission centre,

The Afghan television was hit Monday, forcing it to sus-
pend broadcasts.

Envoy of Sahara defects to Morocco:

The Ambassador in Alglers of the self-proclaimed Western
Sahara Republic, Brahim Hakim, told AFP late Tuesday he was
defecting to Morocco, reports AFP, from Rabat.

The Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic was set up in 1976
by the Polisario Front which rejects Morocco's annexation of
the former Spanish Sahara.

Hakim, a member of the Polisario exccutive, told an AFP
journalist at a secret location in Rabat that his arrival here
was "A reply to the appeal by King Hassan I to all Sahrawis to
return to their native land.”

He added: "l consider this decision to be my contribution
to solving the Sahara problem, which has been going on for

too long."

Palestinians kill a fellow Arab:

Masked Palestinians in the occupted Gaza Strip shot to death
a fellow Arab Tuesday suspected of collaboration with the
Israeli authorities, reports AP from Jerusalem.

Abdel Wahab Ghattas, 49, of Deir El-Balah was shot in his
car while driving to work in the morning, the army reported.
Another man riding with him was shot in the legs, Arab

sources said.
An enforcement

squad afliliated with the PLO's main-

stream Fatah wing claimed responsibility for the killing, Arab

reports said. |

Ghattas uséd-his connections with Israeli authorities to run
a business fn which he helped Palestinians obtain permits to
visit Jordan and Egypt, the reports said.

Chattas death brings to 613 the number of Palestinians
killed by fellow Arabs during the 4 1/2-year uprising against
Isracli rule in the occupied territories. Most of the victims
have been accused of collaboration with Israel.

70 Sikh militants

lay down arms

AMRITSAR, Aug 12: Scventy
Sikh militant surrendered
their weapons to police
Wednesday, accepting a gov
ermment amnesty that allowed
them to return to their wvil
lages, police said, reports Al

In Chandigarh. another mil
itant whe had been based 1n
England and Pakistan also Rave
himselfl up to the chicl minis
ter of Punjab, the state's high
est clected oflicial, in a public
ceremony

Reading a 16-page speech,
Curdeep Singh Sivia said he
had given up hope that the
Sikhs would get political sup-
port from the United States
and the West, or that Pakistan
would go to war to help the
Stkhs gain independcnce.

He said he also had grown
disenchanted with the vio-
lence in Punjab, where an av-
erage of one person is killed
every hour.

“Terrorism has no place In
the world today,” Sivia said 10 a
crowd of 600 army and police
officers. state politictans and
journalists.

He accused Pakistan, which
he said supplied and trained
Sikh militants, of lating
the movement to create tur-

— —

mofl in India but without nup-
porting the political goal of
Sikh independence.

Sivia, 36, said he moved 1o
Makistan last year to organtzed
weapons smuggling across the

boaorder 1o the Indian state o f
f]u]r;u'

Farller in Birmingham.
England, he was 1n charpe ol
fnrt'lgn corlacis lor the [{abbar

Khalsa International, one of
the half-dozen major organtza
tions operating In Punjab, he
sy

In Amritsar, the surrender
was done quietly and unan
nounced carly Wednesday
morning alter a week of nego
Hations. The militants handed
over 25 assault rifles and other
weapons and were released 1o
the custody of their village
chiefs, said Police |nspecior
General D R Bhatti.

it was the first mass sur
render n recent years by mils
tants accused of killings or
other serfous crimes.

Bhatti said police would
keep Lhem under surveillance,
but they would not be prose-
cuted for past crimes. They
had belonged to several
guerilla organtzations and lved
in a dozen villages.

;
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KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine: US President George Bush (L) listens while Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin answers a question at a press conference August 11 at Bush's
Kennebunkport home. Bush announced $ 10 billion loan guarantees for the Jewish state to

help with resettlement programmes.

— AFP/UNB photo

Communist insurgency costs
21000 lives in Philippines

MANILA, Aug 12: The 23-
ycar-old Philippine communist
insurgency has cost more than
21,000 lives, a newspaper re-
ported here today as President
Fidel Ramos continued to offer
peace to the rebels, reports
AFP, ‘

The daily inquirer, quoting
armed forces and Defence De-
partment officials, said a total
of 10,789 guerillas of the
communist New People’'s Army
[NPA) had becn killed in the
past seven years alone, when
the rebellion reached its peak.

On the other hand, some
11,000 soldiers, policemen,
militiamen and civilians have
becn slain since the NPA. the
armed wing of the banncd

Communist Party of the
Philippines estimated to be
10,000 to 15,000-stirong,
launched its struggle in 1969,

The rebellion peaked in
the mid-1980s, declining to-
ward the turn of the dccade
alter the late dictator Ferdi-
nand Marcos was ousicd and
former President Corazon
Aquino came to power in
1986. Infighting and the de-
cline of communism world-
wide contributed to the rebels’
decline.

Ramos, a retircd General
who once led Manila's counter-
insu campaigns, has of-
fered, a ful setilement to
all armed rebels, including
Muslim separatists and rightist
military coup plotters, but has

been spurned by the commu-
nists.

He offered Tuesday to t
pardon or conditional I'rcgi-::n
to jailed communist guerillas

rightist military rcbels, al-
lowing them to apply for bail
or temporary release while
undergoing trial for rebellion
and related charges.

Those who have been con-
victed for similar offences can
apply for a Presidential par-
don, palace officials added.

The offer is part of a pack-
age that also includes the
legalisation of the CPP and the
grant of amnesty to nearly
5,000 former communist
gucrillas and Muslim seces-
sionists.

New Moroccan

Govt formed

RABAT, Aug 12: King Has-
san || named members of the
new interim Moroccan gov-
ernment Tuesday headed by
Mohamed Karim Lamrani, who
takes the role of Prime Minis-
ter for a third time, reports
AFP.
Lamrani, 72, known to col-
lcagues as the "Buldozer” for
his forceflul economic policies,
served as Prime Mintster in
1971-1972 and 1983- 1086,

The new government con-
sists wholly of technocrats
with no party allillations, and
will act as caretaker until gen-
eral elections towards the end
of the ycar. The clections will
be called after a referendum
on a new constitution likely to

be held in early September.

King llassan said he wanted
to free those ministers who
are members of political par
ties to allow them to campaign
for the poll.

Leading ROK
dissident freed

SEOUL, Aug 12: Leading
South Korean dissident Kim
Keuntae walked free today
aflcr serving a two-day prison
term for violating the Draco-
nian National Security Law, a

dissident spokesman said
here, reports AFP,
The winner of the 1987

Robert Kennedy Human Rights
Awards was rcleased {rom
Hong Seung prison in South
Chung Chong province, some
90 kilometers (S50 miles)
southwest of Seoul, according
to the National Alliance for
Democratic Movement, Chon-
minnyon.

Kim had been imprisoned
since May 1990 under anti-
communist national security
law for leading anti-govern-
ment protests and criticizing
the policies of the ruling
Democratic Liberal Party.

A former member of the
standing committee of Chon-
minnyon, Kim was jailed from
1985-1988 for pro-democracy
activism against then military

« strongman Chun Doo-Hwan.

Former republics to face painful
future if CIS fails: Gorbachev

MOSCOW, Aug 12 Mikhail
Gorbachev, recalling the Au-
coupithat Jed to his down-
as. Sowvict President, said on
Tuesday the former Soviet re-
publics faced a painful, uncer-
tain future if their fragile
commonwealth collapscd, re-
ports Reuter,

"What happened last August
is still painfull Influencing
events in the countries of the
former Soviet Union and in
Russia itsell,” Gorbachev told
reporters in Moscow.

The former President,
speaking eight days before the
anniversary of the failed com:
munist putach that led to the
collapse of the Soviet Union,
said “Revolutionary
he had set in motion had been
thrown of course by the coup.

“The Pulsch last ycar was
aimed at stopping this process
of dealing a final défeat to the

changes™

totalitarfan regime and cstab-
lishing frecdom and democ-
racy heve,” he satd.

Gorbachev's voice harden
when he spoke of the eight-
man cmergency commilttoe,
including his own hand-picked
Vice-president, the Prime
Minister and head of the KGI3,
which imprisoned him for
three days at his Crimean holi-
day dome,

‘Now some people want o
make virtual heroes of them.

Above all. they were strik-
ing a blow against the reform
process,” he said.

"Before you stand the Presi-
dent whom they locked up and
scized power from, taking over
his funetions by ecoercion”.

Although Georbachev sur-
vived the hungltd coup, It
paved Lhe way for the disinte-
gration of the Soviet Union last
December and the creation of

—— T e ———a i

war against enemies

THILSI, Geurgia, Aug 12
Georgia’'s leader Fduard
Shevardnadze doclared war on
his opponents Wednesday afler
militants backing ousted
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia
took government officials

hostage, reports AP

"We have the right to ask
our people to take to the
sireets, to the squarcs, and
demand from us, and support
us in attacking our cnemies in
declaring a struggle against our
cnemies, against the enemics
and traftors of Georgia,~
Shevasdnadze said in an emo-
lional television appeal

intertor Minister Roman
Gventsadze, Shevardnadze's

! national security adviser David

Salaridse and other officials
were laken hostage in tLhe
woestern Georgian town of
Zugdidi on Tuesday,
Shevardnadze sasd
Shevardnadze, the head of
Georgla s ruling State Council,
said the oflictals travelled to

Augdidt, 250 kma (155 miles)

northwest of Thilist, to negol
ate the release of Vice Premicr
Alexander Kavsadze. kept
hosthge for over a month by
Gamsakhurdia supporticrs

According 1o the Georgilan
Interior Mtnistry, 12 oflictals
were laken hostage by 50
armed men who threatened
usc their weapons. Among the
hostages were Deputy Interior
Minister Zilbert Khazalta and
deputy chief of police Valerian
Gogava.

Israeli Jews,
Muslims protest

'bloodbath’ in

Bosnia

JERUSALEM, Aug 12
Israci Jews and Muslims on
Tueaday protested what they
called the 'bloodbath in
Bosnia-Herzegovina when they
gathcred in the Arab-israelf
village of Tira, reports AFP.

It is important that Jews
and Muslim Arabs unite to end
the bloody fighting." said
Hadass Steil, the demonstra-
tion's :

“We call on the world not to
repeal its tragic ervor, aftler
the revelation to the world of
the holocaust.” she said

Isracli Arabs. villages -
ors and Mushim dignitaries

rolested in murder of
nu-h- in Serbian concentra-
tion camps.

I e it

ghevardnadze declares

a new Commonwealth of Inde-
pcndent States in which there

was. no. qole lor.the former

President.

Gorbachev, a [requent critic
of the Russian government's
tofigh free-market reform pro-
gramme, said its attempts to
make up for lost time were not
working. |

He said there could be no
alivmpt to turn back the clock
and prevent the former Sovict
republics from consolidating
their independence. But they
could only do so if the fractious
commonwcalth survived.

"The emergence of the in-
dependent states must be car-
ried through to the end. There
is no other way,” Gorbachev
sadc

‘But I'm telling you that this
process won't end favourably
because it's run up against the
most painful issue: What about

pecople. what about human
rights, what about the

audnlahntnlhhrdmnrﬁ

soon?

"H there is a vital common-
wealth -- any kind of unfon but
a vital one, with a mechanism
for securing all this -- then the

cmergence of indepcndent
states will be achieved
painlessly.

"But if it breaks down com-
pletely, then |1 don't know
what will happen to Ukraine,
to Kazakhstan and many
others, | don’t know. That's

" what | think would be bad "

Gorbachev said he might
have succeeded in holding the
Soviet Union together even
after the coup “if there had
been more mutual understand-
ing.”

But he said the wheel had
now turned [ullcircle,

Islamic scholars inciting

people to

ISLAMABAD, Aug
Pakistani Opposition lLeader
Benazir Bhutto said on Tuesday
her life was in danger after a
group of Islamic clergymen ac-
cused her of blasphemy, re-
ports Reuler.

She told a news conference
that the charge by the group
headed by Religious Alfairs
Minister Abdul Sattar Khan
Niazi amounted to Inciting
people to kill her.

We are ready to accept mar-
tyrdom and are not afraid of t,
she said.

The group accused her of
blasphemy at the weekend af-
ter she opposed -
islation that would strictly :nl
force the Islamic code of
Sharta. Iran's late Ayatollah
Rhollah Khometint sentenced

kill

me: Benazir

British author Salman Rushdie
to death for blasphemy against
Islam in his book the Satanic
Verses,

Niazy repeated the charge
on Monday, alter some oppost-
tion deputies hit back and
branded him an infidel -- the
supreme Muslim insult-- dur-
ing a noisy sessfon of the na-
tional assembly (lower house of
parliament).

The opposition walked out
of the assembly on Tuesday to
protest against the minister's
remarks while scores of ac-

tivists from Bhutto's Pakistan

est
the

Peoples' Party held a

demonstration outs

pariament buflding,

Bhutto called hersell a true
Muslim but said she did not
believe in the Islam of mullahs.
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New Zealand for revival
of ANZUS defence pact

WELLINGTON, Aug 12: New
Zealand securfty necds would
be best served by a return to
the US-dominated Anzus de-
fence pact, defence Minister
Warren Cooper said today, re-
ports Reuter.

Cooper told New Zealand
army ofllicers in a speech that
the country’'s defence needs
should be met through a work-
ing reclationship with the
United States and Australia.

New Zealand split An-
zus(Comprising Australin, New
Zealand and the Unfted States)
when a labour government
introduced legislation In 1988
barring ships carrying nuclear
weapons or those powered by
nuclear reactors from s
walers

The Anzus council has not
met since 1984, but the cur:
rent conscervallve government

is to re-establish ues
with :

Cooper said the presence of
nuclear weapons on US ships
was no longer an issue since a
deciston was taken o remove
them and the issue of nuclear
propulsion was being exam-
i by an independent com-
mission.

2 killed in Nile

Delta town riot

CAIRD, Aug 12 : Riots which
erupted in the Nile Delta town
of Edku left two people dead,
scveral injured and public

builldings ablaze on Tucsday,
newspapcrs reported here

Wednesday, reports AFP

The violence broke out after
a local man died after betng
taken into a police station for
questioning.

Bush loves gays

WASHINGTON: President George Bush sald on Tuesday he
would oflfer love and support if one of his grandchildren were
homosexual, but said he did not consider it “an appropriate

lifestyle®, reports Reuter.

Bush was asked about the issue during an inlerview broad-

cast on the television

"Daitcline: NBC* which also

touched on the ﬁumm on abortion,

Reporter Stone Phillips raised the question afler noting
that some considered the Bush campaign's.emphasis on
“family values® to be an indirect condemnation of other ways

of life.

“Let me ask you this, if in a few years (a grandchild) came
to you and said I'm gay?™ Phillips asked.

“I'd put my arm around him and | would hope
ple that this was the nermal
ppropriate lifestyle, that this was

oul and try to convince
lifestyle, that this was an a

the way it ought to be,” Bush res

*[But,
sion and love.

"l would say, ‘| hope you wouldn't beco
a lilestyle that in my view is not normal

he didn't go

ponded.

you know, for me, | think the Bible teaches compas-

an advocate for
propose mar-

riages of same sex marriages as a normal way of life. | don't

favour that.”

They starved son to death

GALVESTON, Texas: A couple was convicted Tuesday of
starving their 13-year-old son who was kept chained up in
their house until he died last year, reports AFP.

Jurors deliberated for 46 minutes before handing

down a

guilty verdict to Jay and Linda Hill, whosec son Stephen was

[ound in cardiac arrest

by paramedics last November, weigh- .

ing just 55 pounds (25 kilograms).
Authorities accused the couple of starving the boy to death

and chaining him up in their suburban Texas home.

The couple’s other son, 12-ye
parents intended to harm his brother and said

he believed his

ar-old Douglas, had testified

they beat Stephen with a ﬁnﬂT*dulm handle.
The le was co d of causing In 0. fld and
1T SRS st SRS 4

prison.

PIATNISCA. CIS—Ukraine: American John Yarema, T4,

shews his
granddaughter looks on

York in 1918 and moved with his

Russian passport
ﬂar«e. Yarema was born in New

August 9 as his

parents to Poland. After

the start of World War Il he was prevented from claiming
his official papers from the American embassy in Warsaw
and found himself a residents of the Soviet Union.

Bush denies he spent 'romantic night’ with female aide

WASHINGTON, Aug |2
President Bush of Tuesday
called a published report that
he and a female aide spent a
romantic night together in a
Swiss cottage in 1984 a lie
He later refused to answer a
broader question on whether
he'd ever had an aflair, reporis
AP

Bush feund himsell con-
fronted with questions about
his personal life twice during
the day.

I'm outraged,” the presi-
dent said when asked about a
New York post report on the
alicged Swiss cpisode during a
news conlference at his
Oceanside home in
Kennebunkport, Maine

A Bush campaign official
laler aceused Demoecrat Bl
Chinton's eampaign of planting

| the story. A Clinton aide de.

nied it

- kder, In an NUC intcdMHew
in the Oval Office, Bush was
asked directly by correspon-
dent Stone Phillips: "Have you
ever had an allair?”

I'm not going to take any
sleazy questions,” Bush said in
an interview taped for the
show "Dateline NBC.*

“You're perpetuating the
sleazy by even asking the
question, 1o say nothing of
asking it in the Oval Office.
And | don't think you ought to
do that and I'm not going to
answer the question.”

The . questions were

by an account in the

“The Power House™ by
Susan B Trento that alleges a
Haison between Bush and
longtime aide Jennifer
Fitzgerald, new a Statle

Department official. The ac-

count was prominently fea-
tured In Tucsday's the New
York Post under the headline
“The Bush Affatr.”

Bush campaign
spokeswoman Torie Clarke
said, "It came from the Clinton
campaign. The New York Post
has succumbed to what has
been an all-out effort to get
someone to print this trash.
For several weeks they have

been faxing portions of that
picce of trash book to news
organizations all over the
country "

George Stephanopoulos,
communications director for
the Clinton campaign, dis
puted Clarke's statement a
"simply not true.” |

Bush was asked about uve
alleged Swiss episode during a
news conference in Maine
with lsraeli Prime Minister

Yitzhak Rabin.

Cable News Network re-
porter Mary Tillotson asked
about the Post report and
noted that Bush has “satd that
famfly values, character are
likely to be important in the
presidential campaign.®

Bush shot back: “I'm not go-
ing 1o lake any sleazy questions
like that from CNN.°

1 don't like 1t and I'm not
going to respond other than to.
say it's lie,” he added.

Barbara Bush, who stood by
grim-laced as her husband an-
swered the question, later told
a reporter: “Fortunately, | did
not see the New York Post

lto?!_

itzgerald, who s now State
Department deputy chief of
protocel, was an atde to Nush
while he was vice president
and In a number of earlier

posts She was reported by her
office to be out of the country
on official busincss,

The allegation about Bush is
contained in a footnote to
Chapter 14 of “The Power
House,” a book about lobbying
in Washington. The footnote
alludes to an Interview of for-
mer disarmament negotlator
Louis Fields conducted in
1986 by Trente's husband,
Joseph, a former investigative
reporier for CNN.

Ficlds was quoted as saying
that, while he was ambassador
to disarmament talks In
Geneva, he arranged for Bush
and Mitzgerald to use a guest
hanime

"It became clear o me that
the vice president and Ms
Fi rald were romantical
ln-:ed and this was not l:
business visit," Filelds was

quoted as saying. Fields died in
|88

Democratic nominee Bill
Clinton, who carlier this year
denfed tabloid allegations that
he had a 12-year affair with a
former nightclub singer. said
he felt for' Bush when he
heard of Lhe published ac-
count.

1 didn't like it. | don't
think it has a place in this
campaign. | den't of it.
| didn't ltke it when it was
done to me, and | don't Hke it
when it's done to him," Clinten
said.
Mary Matalin, Bush's deputy
CRIM P ' ot NN Rer, snid In an
intervicw wilh C38 that the
allegation was “beyond a flat
out lie. It's total trash.”

She accused Democrats of

peddiing this trashy book te
many reputable newspapers,

— AFPAINR phobtn

Combat training
for US female
marines

WASHINGTON, Aug 12:
Women being trained as Ma-
rine Corps HWeutenants will
soon be charging ashore at
beachheads and practicing
with hand grenades and M- 16
rifles alongside men. reporta

AP rhe wasmen will ;;'m given
full combal training

with the class that embarks on
a rigorous 23-weck course at
the Quantice Marine Corpe
Base In Quantico, Va, next

Breaking with longstanding
traditien and  the face of &
Inw the! !-as ¢ 1 T @
rect combal rod VO rPa Gl
cials say they are making the
change ause of the nature
of the modern batllelield, as
demonatrated in the Cull War
and other conflicts.



