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JCD, Shibir clash
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Aug 12: Ac-
tivists of Jattyatabadi Chhatra
Dal UCD) and Islami Chhatra
Shibir éxchanged gunfire
tonight in the city’s Chandan-
pura area. Witnesses said the
gunbatile continued for more
than an hour but none was re-

ried hurt. The incident fol-
E;cd a clash last weck be-
tween the groups that lefl once
JCD worker injured, reports
UNB

JU admission test
results Friday

From JU Correspondent

Admission test results of
the first year honours classcs
of Jahangirnagar University
will be published tomorrow,
according to official sources.
The administration failed to
publish the results of the
Kha' and 'Ga’ units yesterday
(Wednesday) as declared ear-
ller. Results of the '‘Ka' and
‘Oha’ units have alrcady been
published.

Boy run over,
killed

DINAJPUR, Aug 12: A boy
was runover by a Dinajpur-
bound minfbus at Kantanagar
crossing in Kaharole thana
Tuesday morning The vietim
identified as the seven-year-
old son of Abdul Huq of village
Purba Malltkpur, was knocked
down by the speeding minfbus
from « while crossin
the road. er succum
to injuries al the Dinajpur
General Hospital, reports UNB.

Jamuna swe
further
SIRAJGANJ, Aug 12: The
river Jamuna, during the last

24 hours swelled further ren-
dering at least 320 famfilies
hnmr!:u in five thanas of the
district, reports UNB.

With this, the total figure of
erosion hit [amilies in last two
months stood at 8,000, Watcr
Development Board sources

said here today.
Al least 18 villages were
eroded In the affected

Kazipur, Shajadpur, Sadar,
Belkuchi and Chowhali thanas

The worst affected
Biichatal in Kazipur and Paik-
para village in Sadar thana,
were completely devoured by
the river during the last 24
hours.

About 12,600 familics of 12
villages became homeless
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Heated arguments mark debate l

on no-confidence motion

Parliament rday turned
into a House of accusations and
counter-accusations during
discussions oen the no-confi-
dence motion t the Cab-
inet of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia.

The session got off to a
amooth start at 9.16 am yes-
terday with the Spcaker
Shaikh Razzak All in the chair.

Making a briel statement
the Speaker said that he had,
on his own, allocated 12 hours
for the discussion as the Busi-
ness Advisory Committee had
fafled to reach an understand-
ing on the subject.

Pursuant to parllamentary
procedures, Abdus Samad
Azad, deputy leader of the op-
position, being the mover of

| the no-confidence motion, ini-
tiated the discussion.

The House accepled the
motion proposed by scven op-
position parties, August 9,

Samad Azad in his opening

By Staff Correspondent

statement said that despite
opposition offers to assist curb

terrorism  the government was

refusing to accept them.
Samad Azad said that the

government had failed to agree

to the passage of the Indem-
nity (Repeal) Bill.

Reading out the text of the
no-confidence motion, Azad
said that people had lost con-
fidence in the government and
urged everybody to come for-
ward so that democracy could
be saved.

Participating in the discus
siorl Rafiqul Islam Miah, Works
Minister while explaining the
legal aspects of a no-conli-
dence motfon said thal only
when the opposition became a
potential government or was in
a position to form a govern-
ment, the motion of no-confi-
dence was moved.

Citing references Miah said
that neither in Britain, India,
Pakistan nor Japan was a no-

confidence motion moved
againsi a government enjoying
majority in the House

Referring to past state-
ments ol the Awami League
(AL), Rafique said that the AL
had never any confidence in
the BNP.

The AL, he said, had com-
mented that the BNP would
gt clected to only 10 seats,
but the reality was different.

Referring to a comment of
Samad Azad, the minister said
that the deputy leader of the
opposition had appcaled for a
consensus to run the country.
Dy saying so, Azad had lost the
right to move the no-confl-
dence motion,

Expressing surprise,
Rafique said that he failed 10
understand why the AL had
this alliance with the Jatilya
Party (JI") to move this motion
against the government

Rashed Khan Mconon o the
Workoers Party saied tha wilh &

Police lobbed tear-gas shells on the procession of National Mourning Observance Committee

the city (top) and the procession (above).

yesterday at Elephant Road in

majority in parllament, a party
could stick to power but not
rule the country. To rule, the
maral right was necessary, he
said adding that the BNP had
lost the moral right to rule the
country.

Menon said that democracy
provides for a party govern-
ment and not for the politiet-
sation of different ergan
the state like police, HER
bureaucracy

Menon [urther sald that the
no-conflidence motion was a
message, a warning to the gov-
ernment

Taking part in the discus-
ston. Akbar Hossain (BNI" said
that right from the beginning
the opposition had had no-
conflidence in the BNP.

Criticising the AL rule from
72 10 75, Akbar said that to-
day nobody was scared of the
government or the party in
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Bangladesh is lacing hurdles
in the jute products export
market due to stiT price com
petftion with other jute pro
ducing countrics

The main competitors of
Bangladesh are India, Thatland
and China. Among thesc three
countries, India is the leading
one.
Concerned sources said due
to devaluation and convertibfl-
ity of Indian currency and
other incentives, any Indian
priced at 100 US
dollar can be sold for 89 dollar.
On the other hand, a similar
Bangladeshi product also

By Inam Ahmed

priced at 100 dollars has (o be
sold for 99.5 dollars.

The price difference occurs
as India has massively devalued
its currency against the dollar.
Al present the exchange rate
of one US dallar is 28 Indian
rupecs while it is Taka 39 for
Bangladesh.

On the other hand, the in-
centive given to Indian ex-
porters by allowing conversion
of 60 per cent of dollar earn-
hr::su in markét rate is 300
Indian rupees for 100 dollar of
export.

The cash incentive received
by Indian exporters is 22 per

feel

Delhi's n;onetary measures hit |
Dhaka jute products hard

cent while it is 17.5 per cent
for Bangladeshi exporters,
sources said.

Bangladeshi exporters now
that the government
should also allow convertibility
of their cxport earning to
compete with the Indian ex-
porters. 4 -

Meanwhile, the local jute
goods producers said that the
rate of interest on working
capital for jute industrics has
been rajsed sinee July despite
a reduction in bank rate,

At present, the rate is 14.5
per cent while it was only

See Page 12 Col 8
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Split verdict on Azam's case

Writ referred

to Chief
Justice

By Staff Correspondent
The two-judge High Court

Bench Wedncsday gave a split
verdict on the citizenship case
of Golam Azam and the Writ

petition was referred to the
Chiefl Justice.
Justice Badrul Islam

Chowdhury upheld the petition
disagreeing with almost every
points of his senfor Justice
Ismailuddin Sarker. Justice
Sarker in his judgement Tues-
day rejected the Writ uphold-
ifg the 1973 government
order stripping ofl Azam's citi-
zenship.

"‘Golam Azam submMted
application to the Bangladesh
Mission In London ... he tried
time and again to enter
Bangladesh ... be took ocath of
alleglance in 1981 and became
voler in 1983 and 1990 lists
and was sure about his citizen-
ship, so the of laches
do not arise,” Justice Chowd-
hury said adding “so the rule is
absolute.”

lHe also differed with his
senior on points related to the
retrospective  effect of the
1973 notification, natural jus-
tice, doubts and utlra vires.
Justice Chowdhury accepted
most of the contention of the
defence lawyer.

Because of the split judge-
ment, the Court directed the
office to send the records be-

fore the Chief Justice, who ac-
cording to constitutional pro-
visions, will constftute a sepa-
rate bench for disposal of the
case,

Justice Chowdhury said that
the government order disqual-
ifying Azam as a Bangladest
citizen had no retrospective
effect, so it was not applicable
to Golam Azam,

Natural justice was also vio-
lated in the case as Azam had
not been asked to explain his
positian before stripping off
the citizenship, Justice
Chowdhury added.

He also said that there was
nothing doubtful about Gelam
Azam.

Taking the facts Into con-
sideration the absenece of Geo-
lam Azam does not disqualify
him from being a citizen of
Bangladesh, so the notification
has no legal justification, the”*
dissenting judge said.

To substantiate his points,
he invoked the citizenship
cases of Binoy Bhushan Ma-
jumder, Mirza Shahab Ispahing,
Abdul Huq, Bishawan Tewary,
Mukter Hossain and Hamidul |
Huq Chowdhury.

Justice Chowdhury said that
Hamidul Huq Chowdhury went
lo Pakistan on professional
ground as a lawyer and Golam |
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Rajshahi doctors
continue strike

RAJSHAHI, Aug 12: Doctors
here today rejected jail au-
thority's assurance of measures
against thosc involved in the
altack on them and decided to
continue divisionwide strike
until their demands are met,
reports UNB.

Leaders of the Bangladesh
Medical Association ([(BMA)
took the decision terming
*fruitless” their meeting today
with the visiting IG (Prison).

Mere verbal assurance for
action is not desirable, they
said reiterating their demands
including removal of DIG
(Prison), Jailor and Deputy
Jailor of Rajshahi Central Jail
and others allegedly respon-
sible for Monday's attack on
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital that left 9 injured,
including a medical officer.

IG Col Abul Hossain in a
meeting with the BMA leaders
and the Director of RMCH as-
sured that there would be a
proper investigation and nec-

essary action against the peo-

_m T =

ple responsible for the doc-
tor-warden clash.

Meanwhile, doctors at the
Sadar Hospital in Pabna started
an indefinite strike today
protesting the assault on one
of their colleagues and
demanding punishment to the

cul :

'm.d:cistun was taken at
an emergency meeting of
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion district unit this after-

noon.
Local mastans, numbering

about five, attacked Dr Azizul
Kahar, Senior Consultant of
Medicine at the Sadar hospital
at around 9:30 am.

Relatives of patients all
that the dncturP:I'mrged r;.‘hi.:
payment during duty hours
which forced them to agitate.

Meanwhile, three patients
died due to non-attendance by
doctors at the emergency unit.
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They were — Ranjan (2),
son of Manju of village
in Sadar thana and Mijan (14),
son of Abdur Rashid of village
Atua.
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Water talks
with Delhi
this month

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

irrigation Ministers of

Bangladesh and Indta will re-
sume lalks in Dhaka at the end

koflhhnﬂhtn:mrmdbﬂ

to find a solution to the long-
standing dispute on water
;;lﬂnl. officials said yester-

Indian Irrigatton Minister

| Vidyacharan Shukla s ex-

pected to arrive on or before
August 28, to honour an accord
between the Prime Ministers,
officials at the Foreign and Ir-
rigation Ministries said. How-
ever, an exact daie is.yet to be
set.

A joint communique, fssued
on May 28 at the end of a
three-day offictal visit by Prime
Minister m Khaleda Zia,
stipulated that the mintsters
would sit within 90 days. The
deadline expires August 28

Officials were exchanging

Sce Mage 12 Col 6

Call for hartal

2 Jubodal leaders
shot dead in
Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 12:
Tension gripped the ct
today following the mh g
two activists of pre-BNP Jubo-
dal at Halishahar on Tuesday
night.

The JCD and Jubodal units
ol Chittagong city, meanwhile,
have given a call for haif-day
hartal tomorrow in the city to
protest the killing,

Babul and Nazmul received
serious bullet injuries when
the supporters of a rival group
opened indiscriminate fire on
a procession brought out
the supporters of JCD and Ju-
bodal meurning the dgath of
another Jubodal activist Saj-
jadul Islam Kochi in Halishahar
'I-Block’ under Pahartolf P.S.
The victims later succumbed
to their injuries at Chittagong
Medical College Hospital on
Tuesday night.

As the news of their death
spread, tension gripped the
whole of city area, particularly
Halishahar area while the sup-
porters of Jubodal and Chha-
tradal brought out processions
protesting the killings.

They blamed the activists of
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League for the killings and
demanded immediate arrest of
the killers.

The supporters of Jubodal
and Chhatradal also put up
barricades in Halishahar road,
Tiger Pass read and Lalkhan,
Bazar point of the city
protesting the killing that dis-
rupted the traflic movement
from morning to 2 pm today.

Witnesses said the city AL
office at Darulfazal market
came under the attack of some
unruly processionists in the
alternoon while sporadie
clashes left at least 15 persons
injured.

Mourning Day
marchers come |
under attack
from DU halls

By Staff Correspondent

Armed youths [rom atop
two residential halls of Dhaka
University [ired shots and
hurled brickbats at a peaceful
procession while it was parad-
ing Elephant Road in the capi-
tal yesterday alternoon,

Police#teargassed the pro-
cessionists mourning Sheikh
Mujib's death as some of them
retaliated,

Awami League Chiel and
l.eader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina while address-
ing a hurriedly-arranged

See Mage 12 Col 7

Jatiya

I'm not a
middleman,
says Rab

The Secretary Gencral of
Samajtantric Dal (Rab) A
S M Abdur Rab, yesterday

called upon the people irre-

spective’ of opinfon to wage a
movement for establishing a
national consensus in evolving
a participatory structure for
running the affairs of the state,
reports BSS.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Jatiya Press Club in
Dhaka yesterday morning, Rab
put forward a six-point pro-

gramme as the basis ol forging

national consensus [or what he
said to salvage the nation.
His six-point programme
included formation of a 500-
Sce Page 12 Col 4

UN Council vote on use of force in Bosnia todayj.

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 12
The Security Council will vote
on Thursday allernoon on a
resolution authorising the use
of force to ensure the delivery
of humanitarian supplies to
besieged areas of Bosnia,
Council President Li Daoyu of
China told reporters lafe on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

The Councitl would also
vole then on another draft
demanding that the Red Cross
and other international bodics
be granted immediate access
to prison camps throughout

the former Yugoslavia.

AFP adds: The United
States at a United Nations
sub-commission in Gencva
Tuesday suggested trying
abusers of human rights in Yu-
goslavia before un interna-
tional tribunal.

US ambassador to the UN in
Geneva, Moris Abram, told the
44th session of the Sub-com-
mission on Prevention ol Dis-
crimination and Protection of
Minorities, ‘those who have
violated fundamental human
rights, whether in Yugoslavia,

Iraq or elsewhere, should be
named and held responsible
for their acts.’

The next UN General
Assembly is to discuss the cre-
ation ul’yuuch a body, which
would preside over interna-
tianal cases ol breach of the
peace and crimes against hu-
manity.

AP adds: As the crack of
sniper fire could be heard
echoing in the distance, 340
mothers and children gath-
ered Wednesday to be evacu-
ated from Sarajevo under an

agreement with besicging Serb
forces.

The human rights group
Helsinki Watch, meanwhile,
criticized the {international
community Wednesday for in-
decisiveness in dealing with
the war and called on UN
to form a war crimes tribunal.

The mothers and children
scrambled onto four buses and
were kept waiting more over
two hours in sweltering heat as
oflicials worked out details for
their departure. A fifth bus
fatled to arrive,

Scores of families at-
tempted to barge onto a bus
that was already
had to be turned away.

The buses were to take the
mothers and children to the

Croatian Adriatic coast. From

there, more than hall were to
travel on to Austria and the
rest were to stay in Croatia. UN
forces were to escort the con-
Wednesday

voy.
Scrbs to

allow all children under |8
and their mothers to leave the

city.
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