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Chinese heroes

turn celebrities

BEWING, Aug 11: China's
Olympic athletes returned to
Beijing on Tuesday to a crowd
of autograph-seckers and well-
wishers bearing banners and
flowers, reports AP.

L1 Tieying. a member of the
Communist Party Politburo,
Zhang Baila, deputy mayor of
Betjing, and Yang Baibing, sec-
retary-general of the Central
Military Commiséion, were
among more than two dozen
officials who lined a red carpet
to greet the athletes at the
Beijing airport as two
children's bands played.

Outside the ceremony area
on the tarmac, a large crowd of
sports officials, rt work-
ers and nearby residents gath-
ered with flowers and large
red banners bearing slogans
such as "Warmly welcome Chi-
nese sports teams” triumphant
return.”

The group of 207 athletes,
coaches and offlicials returned
on a chartered Afr China jet
from Barcelona. A group of 261
athletes returned last Friday.

The nationally televised
evening news flashed a ncws
bulletin on announcing that
the athletes landed in Beijing
at 6:52 pm (1052 GMT).

"'m so happy I'm back
home® said Chen Yueling, 24,
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Gold medalist Chinese women's platform diver Fu ngxia signs autographs for People's

Army officers at Beijing airport upon the Chinese team's triumphant return from Barcelona

yesterday.

who won the gold in the |
m 10-kilometre walk. “I
t thinking about coming
home, | missed my mom.”
Outside, her f[riend, Lu
Zhongfang, waited to welcome
her. She had traveled from

Tianjin, about 120 kilometres |

(76 miles) from Beijing, to
ate Chen in person.

"A gold is very hard to get. |
really respect women like her
who have made achievements
in their profession,” said Lu,
an instructor at Tianjin Normal
University.

The medalists met for
about a half-hour with oflicials
before going back onto the
tarmac to collect their suit-
cascs and packages. Many had
brought back large stereo
systems.

As they walked out to the
waiting buses, the most famous
athletes, including divers Fu

Mingxia, who won gold the
women's platiform, and Sun |
Shuwet, won the gold in |

men's platform, were besieged
ﬂmtnpaph seekers,
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‘Brolin sidelined

STOCKHOLM, Aug 11:
Sweden’'s leading striker
Tomas Brolin will be out of ac-
tion for at least six weeks fol-
lowing a " khee operation.
Swedish national team physi-
cian Jan Ekstrand said on |
Monday, reports Reuter. |l

Brolin injured his right |
knee after colliding with a |
player during Svweden's match
against Australia at the
Barcelona Olympics.

‘It is a serious injury for a |

soccer player,” Ekstrand said.
“He cannot

him |
Sweden's top goalscorer in full !
international games, with a
tally of 12 goals 1n 20 appear

SA to take part in
World Cup

ZURICH, Aug 11: South
Africa are allowed 10
take part in the 1994 World
Cup soccer competition, the
international football federa-
tion (FIFA) said on Tuesday,
reports Reuter. L

South Africa were re-ad.
mitted to FIFA on July 3. end-
ing a 18-year-absence, and
played their first international
the same month against the
1990 World Cup quarter-final-
ists Cameroon

A FIFA spokesman said
teams could enter the compe-
ition, even at this late stage,
in those federations where
the preliminary matches had
not yet started.

South Africa replace Sao-
tome and Principe, who pulled
out of Africa’s Group D and
will kick off their campaign

away o Nigeria on October 10.
The other teams in the

group are Congo and Libya

FIFA retains age
bar for booters

ZURICH, Switzerland, Aug
11: FIFA, world soccer's gov-
erning body, said Tucsday its
under-23 age limit will remain
in foree for the soccer tour-
nament at the 19968 Summer

ﬂnpiu in Atlanta, reports

General secretary J h
Blatter confirmed m"}'wm
that FIFA will not seek to
change the rule, a source of
friction with the Intcrnational
Olympic Committee. FIFA's |
concern is to proteet the |
World Cup as the worlds |

- soccer event I

FA's congress, which
would have to approve a
change, next meets in 1994
Blatter has said that is toeo
close to the Atlanta Games.
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Thrilling moments of athleticism

BARCELONA, Aug
11 : Track and
field provided
some of the most
(w thrilling mome-

- nts at the Sum-
mer Games, reports AP.

Carl Lewis, sick and lacklus-
tre at the US Olympic trials
two months ago, outleaped
world champion Mike Powell
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| in the long jump.

Then king Carl anchored

the 400 relay team that set a
world mark of 37,40 seconds.

CARL LEWIS . . . top

Those were his seventh and
cighth gold medals, putting
him second on the all-time list

" behind finish distance runner
. Paavo Nurmi,

T've said i1t all along; Carl is
the greatest athlete I've ever
scen. US men's team coach
Mel Rosen said. “And he
proves it time and time again.”

At the other end of the

| scale were Serget Bubka and
- Noureddine Morcelt.

Bubka, history's greatest
pole vlult:';ﬂh-d the embar-
".lnﬂ rrd une of [afling to
clear bar in his first three
vaults. He was outl before he

really began.

Morcell, unbealen In two
years in the men's 1.800 me-

; Connors fancied in
- battle of sexes

r ] LOS ANGELES.
Y Aug 11 : Jimmy
Connors sald Mo-
nday he's always
wanted a chance
to be the unofl-
icial women's tennis cham-
pion. He'll have a shot when he
takes on Martina Navratilova in
“The Battle of the Champions”
exhibition match next month
in Las Vegas, reports AP,
Connors is taking the dirs
5,000,000 winner-take-all
:.-.hdh::'e seriously, calling it
a war, '
“I've been
to this
since
Bobby Riggs 20 years ago.” said
Cormnors who appeared at a
with

news conference

. Navratflova.

“This match may give
women somcthing to shout
about, plus it gives me the op-
portunity to do something |'ve
never experienced Iin my ca
reer,” said Navratilova, who has
won 158 women's singles ti-
ties.

Connors, whos won 109
men's singles titles, will turn
40 three weeks before the

Sept 25 meeting. Navratilova
is 35

Navratilova will benefit from
an expanded court on Connors’
side of the net with special
lines drawn to give her a two-

 foot-wide

Connors will be allowed

only one serve: she'll have the

usual twe,

When asked if the rules
provide an unfair advantage to
Navrattlova, Connors re-

' spended: "1 know what to do

io combat the handicap, | ifke
my shot. | wouldn't be

if | didn't feel comiortable
my chances.”

forward |

‘Afterwards Shriver could find

tres, struggled home scventh.

US sprinter Gail Devers
capped a remarkable come-
back from Graves' discase, a
life-threatening thyroid condi-
tion which nearly lorced the
amputation of her [eet in
March 1991. She won the
greatest women's 100 ever, as
five women broke 10.90.

She then suffered a heart-
breaking loss in the 100-metre
hurdles, when she clipped the
last hurdle and stumbled while
leading. She fell and crawled

SERGEI BUBKA. . flop
to the finish Hre filth, in a rc-
markable 12.75.

"My goal here was (o finish
both races,” she said. “In
Seoul, | didn't make it to the
finals. And here, even though |
had to cross the finish line on
my knees in the hurdies, | did
that.”

The biggest brouhaha was in
the men's 10.000, when first
place finisher Khalid Skah of
Morocco was disqualified be-
cause ol assistance from a
teammate.

If the Cubans dominated
boxing and the Unified Tcam
gymnastics, the Americans ex
celled Iin track. The United
SLatlcs won 30 medals. includ-
ing 12 golds. The men domt

o

Stating her strategy, |
Navratilova said, “| can hit |
closer to the sidelines and |
make Jimmy run and run and |
nn..." -
Aside from the winner |
carning dirs 5,00,000, ecach |
player will also recetve an
undisciosed rance fee.

Tickets at 14,198 -scat
outdoor stadfum at Caesars
Palace will range from dirs 20-
dirs 75. The match will be on |
pay-per-view lelevision at a
suggested price of dirs 24.95.

The Caesars Palace sports
book with Connors as a
4-1 [avourtte in the match, but
recent heavy betting on
Navratilova has lowered the |
odds to 3-1

Despite carly money placed
on Navratilova, Connors re
mained confident and
quipped, "I am the best men's
player but have always wanted
to be the unoflicial women's
champion to00."

Shriver recalls

vintage touch

MANHATTAN BEACH, Caltf, |
Aug 11: Former top ten player
Pam Shriver played some vin-

tage tennis to beat Martanne
Werdel 8-2, 6-1, In the first

round of the 350,000 dollar
Virginka Slims of Los Angeles
tournament on Monday, re- |
ports Reuter.

Shriver, 30, needed just
less than an hour to defeat her
American t on the

opening day of the week-long
tournament.

Now ranked 33rd in the
world, Shriver played consis-
tent tennis to bheat
the 67th-ranked Werdel

nothing wrong with her effort.

nated with 20 medals, two
more than the combined total
ol such perennial powerhouses
as the Unified Team(7) , Kenya
(8) and Germany(3).

Their eight golds were five
more than the runner-up, the
Unified Team.

In addition to the 400 relay
of Lewis, Leroy Burrell, Dennis
Mitchell and Mike Marsh,
there were two more world
records — the United States,
2:55.74 in the men's 1.600-
metre relay, crasing a 24-year-
old record, the oldest in the
books, and the 46.78 by Kevin
a Young in the 400-metre hur-
dies, erasing Edwin Moses’
nine-year-old record.

Other Olympic marks were

Sport

by Quincy Watts in the men's |

400 (43.50). March in the
men's 200 (19.73). Michael
Conley in the men's triple

jump (57 feet, 10 inches) and
Jan Zelezny of Czechoslovakia
in the men's Javelin (294-2).

Lewis' face was pure joy as
he took the handofl in the an-
chor leg of the 400-metre re-
lay and sprinted powerfully to
a world record.

The face of Drittsh runnetr
Derek Rcdmond was sheer
pain. His hamstring snapped
carly in the 400, but his will
did not.

He got up and dra the
damaged leg h:hingfdhtm.
hoping toward the finish line.
Soon, his [ather was on the
track to help him get there.
The f[ans were on their feet.
cheering in admiration for a
truly Olympian eflort.

Lewis' exhuberant perfor-
mances left people wondering
what he would have achieved if
he had been healthy at the US
Olympic trials and had quali-
fied, as expected, in the 100
and 200 metres.

Il he had made it in those
events, Lewis might now have
a record-tying nine Olympic
f?}ld medals or possibly even

Juventus gems to
dazzle Japan

TURIN, Italy, Aug 11
[taly's most utled soccer team,
Juventus of Turin, will ficld fts
best 11, including newly-hired
stars David Platl, Gianluca
Viali and Andreas Moeller, In
the forthcoming Japanese
tour, club offictals announced
Tuesday as the team prepared
to fly to Osaka, reports AP.

The [tallan major league
squad, owned by the Agnellf
family of auto tycoons,
:l:rn’n national team in two

ibition games in Kobe Fri-
day and in Tokyo on aug. 17.

Juventus star-studded
lineup includes Italian virtuoso
Roberto and defenders
Julio Cesar of Braxil and Juer-
gen Kohler of Germany.

Moroccan runner
blasts officials

RABAT, Aug 11 Salah
Kokaich, who came sixth in
the Olympic marathon, blasted
the government for its lack of
support for Moroceo's athletes,

. reports AFP

‘1 want my money. | trained
all on my own without practi-
cally any help from the
Ministry of Sport,” he said.

1 paid out of my own
pocket for training. Now |
want my receipts for expenses
to be dealt with as quick as
possible,” Kokaich said.

The marathoner, one of the
few athletes to speak out
against the government, was
responding to press criticisms
of Morocco's performance In
Barcelona, where they
only there medals, Including

. one gold.
As regards the forthcomd
World Champilonshi ::
Stuttgart, Kokaich ' “The

sports leaders must help me
more "

Lawyers seek way
out for Maradona

ZURICH, Aug 11: Lawyers
for Argentine soccer star Diego
Maradona on Tuesday pro-
poscd ways to end Lthe impasse
over his refusal to return to
Italian soccer club Napoll, a
spokesman for the world soc-
cer body FIFA said, reports AP.

A Napoli club official, Glor-
gio Curti, held FIFA-mediated
talks with two Maradona attor-
ncys, Juan Marcos Franchi and
Danicl Bolotnicofl, at the or-
ganisation's Zurch headquar-
ters.

The lawyers offered two
possible solutions during a
"serious discussion,” FIFA
spokesman Andreas Herren
said: that Maradona return to
Napolt or that his contract,
which has one year remaining,
be scrapped.

Both sides agreed to keep
details sccret, Herren said, No
further meetings were Imme-
1:1!1!.1.1:1;..P announced.

Members of the Nigerian
bronze medal in Barcelona Saturday. The USA took the gold, and Unified Team the

silver.
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- 11 : The Olympic
e spirit 1s dead. It
e e ¥

Nale%

iliness from which it had
suflered since Los Angeles, and
its passing was commemorated
at the grandiose Games closing
ceremony {in Barcelona,
reports AFP. «

What has replaced it is
something all together more in
tune with modern times —
spirit of commercialism and
professionalism perfectly
equipped to carry the Games
screaming into the 21st cen-
tury.

The malady took root in LA
cight ycars ago and by the time
Seoul came round four years
later the signs of irrevocable
decline were already evident.
Ben Johnson was exposed as
drugs cheat and professional
tennis players joined the
Olympic fray.

But the final nail was ham-
mered into the coffin with the
arrival of the basketball stars of
the all-American “Dream
Team™ to the accompaniment
of huge hype and con :

Their popularity with
crowds cverywhere they went
was phenomenal, as were their
on-court efforts which made
for a great spectacle and the
best sell-out show in town.

The trouble was they didn't
mix with the otheéF athietes
staying in the Village. There
was bad feeling that the mil-
lionaire elite, the Magic
Johnsons and Michael
Jordans, were spared the
hardships of room-sharing and
lack of alr-conditioning in the
comfort of their Rve-star hotel.

For all the talk of forcing all
American athletes at future
Games to live in the Village,
the real point at issue was that
they were there in the first
place — professionals at the
height of their sport compet-
ing for glory —and perhaps Lhe
increased popularity and spon-
sorship opportunitics.

Even Stefll Gral, a multi-
millionairess hersell but con-
tent to rough it with the rest,
had a harsh word or two for
her [ellow professionals. They
complain that the heavy
claycourts of Barcelona were
designed to aid and abet the
Spaniards to the gold.

She scoffed at Michael
Chang's bizarre description of
the surface as being like
chocolate powder.' True pro-
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fessionals, said Graf, should be
able to play In any conditions.

Yet 'true prolessionals’ are
precisely what the Olympics
never used to need, with spir-
ited amateurs competing for
the pleasure and the honour,
now sadly an outdated concept
of a bygone age.

However, the Barcelona
Gamces, a personal triumph for
10C prestdent Juan Antonio
Samaranch, still retained a ve-
neer of the old dignity and
civilising Influence of
European history.

Atlanta in four years time
promises to usher in an alto-
gether new era, with the
Games promising to be all fizz
and no substance in the camp
of its largest sponsors, Coca
Cola

The fall-out from Barcelona
will be both financial and polit-
fcal, but on a domestic not an
international scale.

The Games themselves will,
at the last estimate, make a six
million dollar profit on the op-
erating budget, but that does
not take into account local,
regional and natfonal invest-
ment in the installations, for
which many people believe
Barcelona will be paying for a
long time to come.

A popular tmage worn on T-
shirts by the young and politi-
cally aware shows a man with a
glum expression and his pock-
cts turned out, under the leg-
end "Barc€lona 93, one year
on".

The political benefits
should offer Catalonia, which
promoted its cause energeti-
cally on global TV, a greater
degree of autonomy.

it will not have gone unno-
ticed that the Catalan people
have taken the chance to dis-
play a flerce nationalism
whenever the moment has
arisen, and not merely by a
strong display of flags through-
out the city for the past month.

But on an Olympic level, the
benelits are difficult to assess,
for the Games have been as
low-key a sporting event as any
in fving memory.

Drugs continue to rear their
ugly heads, although this time
it was the emergence of
Clenbuterol as the designer
drug par excellence, that
dominated the news.

But even then, for all that
DBritish weightlifters Andrew
Davies and Andrew Saxton
were sent home and American
hammer thrower Jud Logan
was caught out. It was the
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Commercialism clouds Olym

news from elsewhere that hit
the headlines.

In Germany Olympic absen-
lce Katrin Krabbe was also
found toe have taken the
steroid, which was for a long
time believed to be unde-
tectable —a myth now fully
dispelled.

Drugs were also the bone of
contention for American
sprinter Gwen Torrence, who
in a true sour grapes outburst
after finishing out of the
medals in the 100m, an-
nounced that two of the three
women ahead of her were on
drugs.

She later backtracked, par-
ticularly after the consolation
of the 200m gold, and so es-
caped a possible six month
EUEFH.'.'Im.

But the bad taste remained,
given that the winner of the
race was another American,
Gail Devers, who had recov-
ered from a serious debilitat-
ing iliness, Grave's discase, to
snatch the most dramatic and
emotional gold of the Games.

Devers also featured in the
other emotional high on the
track, when she was on target
for a world record in the
100m hurdles, only to hit the
last barrier and allow Paraskevi
Patoulidou to come from
nowhere to become the first
Greek woman to win a track
gold.

Perhaps the most grati
traék™ n:an’l""il: mlying
Algeria’s Hassiba Boulmerka in
the 1,500m. Boulmerka her-
self, while insisting she had no
political axe to grind, dedi-
cated her triumph to assassi-
nated Algerian President
Mohammed Boudiaf, a cham-
pion of enlightenment.

Another Arab gold medalist,
men's 10,000m champion
Khalid Skah of Morocco,
proved to be the most unpopu-
lar winner in Olympic history.
He was jeered and whistled at
the medals ceremony after he
had been reinstated following
his controversial win over
Kenya's Robert Chelimo, which
clearly owed a lot to the dubi-
ous cllorts of compatriot
Hammou Boutayeb.

There was also the most
heartening sight of the Games,
one which epitomised the re-
turn of South Africa to the
Olympic fold, as women's
3,000m silver medalist Elana
Meyer joined arms with
Ethiopia's Derartu Tulu and
proclaimed the double tri-
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pic ideal

If South Africa were
their first appearance for 32
years, the Unified Team, for-
merly the Soviet Union, was
taking a final bow, and the

r share of the medals with
it before [ragmenting into in-
dividual lics onoe more.

Ironically, the newly re-uni-
fied Germany had a
experience as they
rise to their former
ther in track and or in
the pool. Now
doping is no longer
matter of course it was

fafled to
level ei-

One member
called Unified Team with
cause to remember in Games
is weightlifter [brahim
Samadov, disgusted at finish-
ing third, he created a stir by
putting his bronze medal down
on the rostrum. It was duly
taken away from him and he
[aces a life ban for his pains.

Perhaps the success story
the Games was that of
who outreached themselves
with more than a dozen gold
medals in every sphere from
track to nrlmniz and -
ing to the u--:,‘g:q

of

" ball
But surely the least enviable
Olympic record went to
China's Shang Shaan

She became the first and
last woman to win the mixed
skeet PH.' fe off compe-
tition Irom more 50 men
and so  holding the
International Shooting Union
up to ridicule.

They have decided to ex-

Krabbe’s trainer
sacked

BERLIN, Aug 11: Katrin
Krabbe's athletics club sacked
her trainer today for giving
the double world sprint cham-
pion the banned stimulant
Clenbuterol, reports Reuter.

“Thomas Springstein irre-
sponsibly betrayed his duty as
trainer of caring for the ath-
letes under his charge,” the
Neubrandenburg Sports Club
[SCN) said in a statement.

Springstein admitted last
week to buying Clenbuterol on
the black market for Krabbe
and teammates Grit Breurer
and Manuela Deer. The drug,
used for asthma treatment, is
banned by the International

Olympic not only the
athlctes but also the club.” the
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CRYPTOQUIP
VWCHPNASF CPVDFPXXPN AWN

PFPQXNOQOJCD

QS NNPCX

QWKPNPH
PKPCXD

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: Q equals C

The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher

in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it

will equal O throughout the . 3
words and words using an a e

locating vowels. Solution is

¢ letters, short
mm :':mclmm



