- - E—

Come to C}IITTAGONG Cm to

BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT !

before.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY mﬂ' Y.M.CA NASIRABAD.
CHITTAGONG. TIL: 2680, Far: 880 01) - 225

only place for ORIGINAL THA! FOOD & SEARODOD
{in CHITTAGONG (NO BRANCH). Please try us and you
will love BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT more than

- ——

VOL. Il NO. 199 REGD. NO. DA 781

Inside Today

Article

Rao Faces Hard
Task Separating
Graft from Politics

Column : Between the
Lines by Kuldip Nayar

US calls for end to
factional fighting in
Afghanistan

Page 5

Business

Dhaka to get Tk 220cr
Japanese grant
Page 7

Feafure

Banking and
Finance

Soft beverage goes
global for bigger
turn-out
- Page 8

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

At Home in the Sky
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

Khaleda accorded
reception
LAHORE, Aug 11: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
was accorded a colourful civic
reception at the nificent
Shalimar Gardens here this
afternoon by the mayor of
Lahore Municipal Corporation.
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
thanked the mayor for the
civic reception and a precious
gift — the key of lhi: historic
city. She was thankful to
Pakistan Prime Minister
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif for
his gracious presence on the
joyous occasjon, reports [ISS.

DU.J observes
3-hr strike

Three hours work-stoppage
was observed in all newspapers
and ncws agencies in Dhaka
from 1] am yesterday demand-

ing the reinstatement and |

protesting against the termina-
tion of Executive Editor of the
weekly Dichitra Shahriar Kabir,

reports [SS.
UNB-ANSA accord

United News of Bangladesh
(UNB) and Agenzia Nazionale

m:l‘. (ANSA) of

agreement
mcvﬂh\ -n‘l ::l:hlng;lng
the two agen-
cies. Director General of »\HS.&
Alfredo Roma and UNB
Managing Director and Chicf
Editor Enayectullah Khan ini-
tialled the agreement on behall
of their respective organisa-
tlons, reports UNB.

Shaheed Barkat
launched

The second butlt RO-
RO , ‘Shaheed Barkat’, was
formally launched in Nara-

angan sterday (Tuesday).
'{'h usz to rn the Ii:rrry
fleet of the Bnnﬂ-dcd: Inland
Water Transport Corporation
(BIWTC) in Mh:l-.. was built at
of DEW,

-

DHAKA WEDNESDA AUGUST 12,1992

e o ———

Khaleda returns : No headway in asset sharing

start the lirst batch of
its 288 lakh nationals
stranded in Bangladesh by
December this year.

A joinl press statement, re-
leased simultancously from
Dhaka and Islamabad yesterday
at the end of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's three-day
visit to Pakistan, quoted
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz
Shartf as telling his
Bangladesh counterpart that
“the repatriation of the [irst
batch ol some 3000 familics of
stranded Pakistanis would
commence by December 1992,
on completion of the first
phase of construction ol hous-
ing f(acilities, for which funds
were avaflable.”

Begum Zia returned home
last night alter visiting Bahmin
and Pakistan for four days.

The whole repatriation pro-
cess would take place in

Shartl informed Begum Zia
that Pakistan had begun build-
ing the housing setticments in
Punjab province and stepptd
up campaign to raisc the re-
quired funds, the joint press
statement said.

Thie accord on the 2] -ycar-
old problem is being scen as a
major breakthrough, but on
the other r tssuc, division
ol assels a

two Prime Ministers had
"agreed to take steps through
mutual consultations for an ex-
peditious resolution of the
problem.”

The Prime Minister upon
her arrival at the airport also
cvaded queries from newsmen
on this issue but referred to
the joint press statement.

The Prime Minister told
reporters that she had dis-
cussed, with both Bahrain and
Pakistan leaders, expansion of
bilateral trade and commerce
and setting up of joint ven-
tures.

She said that Pakistan and
Bangladesh agreed to set up

scparate special teams headed
by commerce ministers and

composed of oflicials and rep-
rescntatives of the privale sec-
tor to suggest steps in this re
gard.

Begum Zia said that leaders
of both the countrics spoke of
‘direct communicalion’ be-
tween the businessmen and
industrialists.

Asked if she had metl any
opbosition leader as she did
during her India trip, Begum
Zia replted in the negative,
citing time constraints .

Text of the joint press statement
labilitics, noth- on back page.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia si;:eakmg to newsmen

last night at the Zia International Airport
after visiting Bahrain and Pakistan.

on return home
— P1D photo

One of two judges delivers verdict

Golam Azam’s writ rejected

By Staff Correspondent

One of the two Judges of
the ligh Court Division Bench
Tuesday rejected the Writ pe-
tition on controversial Jamaat
chiel Golam Azam's claiming
Bangladesh citizenship.

Justice Mohammad
Ismailuddin Sarker, the senior
Judge with Justice Badrul
Isi>m Chowdhury in the
Dench, upheld the government
order of 1973, stripping
Golam Azam, the Amir of the
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh of
his citizenship.

“The rule is di S i
Golam Azam is guilty of
laches,” Justice Sarker said at
3:20 pm adding that "the prin-
ciple of natural justice is ap-
plicable tn Azam's case.”

The other Judge Justice
Badrul Islam Chowdhury
started delivering his judge-
ment when the court ad-
journed for the day. Justice

since November 22,
returned to

Chowdhury expresscd differ-
cnce on material points with
Justice Sarker's judgement.
The Court resumes this morn-
ing (Wednesday).

The Writ petition challeng-
ing the government notifica-
tion of April 18, 1973, was
submitted in the Court last
April. The court tssued the
rule on April 20, 1992.

The name of Golam Azam
was placed in the third posi-
tion on the list of 39 persons

disqualified for Bangladesh
citizenship

for their collabora-
tion with the Pakistan forces

during the Liberation War,

Azam had stayed in Pakistan
1971 and
desh on July

11, 1978 with a Pakistani

passport on the plea to see his
ailing mother.
with the aifrport authoritics as
a foreigner but later applied

He registered

for Bangladesh citizenship

Citizenship was not granted
but he was elected Amir of
Jamaal creating mass protests
in the country. The authoritics
arrested him on March 24 this
year [or violating country's
Foreigner's Act.

He is now detained in the
Dhaka Central Jail.

Justice Sarker also rejected
the petitioner’s claim that gov-
ernment action aghinst Azam
was ultravires of the
Constitution.

The Judge said that when a
person becomes a victim due
to governmenl actlion or exec-
utive order, he (the victim)
should come to the Court at
the first opportunity. But in
the case of Golam Azam, he did

not do so, Justice Sarker

added.

The Judge concluded his
judgement alter nearly 13

hours of dictation which
started last Thursday. The
hearing of the case was started
July 19 and continued for 15
working days.

Attorneys and lawyers of
both Lthe Prosecution and the
Defence were present during
the dclivering of the judge-
ment.

Mcanwhile, security in the
court arcas was beefed-up as
had tension mounted before
judgement in the much-
talked-about casc was deltv-

' ered.

On Tuesday only the lawyers
of the Supreme Court, High
Court and newsmen were al-
lowed to enter the Court areas.

A number of Jamaat
workers thronged the court
arcas to hear the judgement.

The judgement may be
completed today (Wednesday)
or lomorrow.

@The Daily Star
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Sifcar fails to
admit mistake

By Staff Correspondent

Against the backdrop of
heated arguments and mnl:r
arguments, Deputy Speaker
Humayun Khan Panni yesterday
adjourned discussions on the
Open University Bill.

While opposition members
criticised faulty introdue-
tion of the Bill, Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar
failed to differentiate between
a mistake and ego satisfaction,

The Bill was introduced on
August 3 without any mention
that it had the mandatory ap-
proval of the President. The
lapse was raised Monday
opposition member Jubed Ali
while discussing amendments
to the Bill.

As the House resumed
yesterday, Parllament Secre-
tariat circulated a note among
the members saying that the
President consented to its in-
treduction on July 21.

The opposition observed
that as the Bill had no consent
from the President 1t should
be withdrawn. The Education
Minister, went on arguing
without conceding that Il was
a mistake.

Aminul Huq, State Minister
for Law, tricd to salvage his
colleague by saying that ‘1t was
an open mislake’ which could
be corrected by the Speaker
as per provisions in the Rules
ol Procedure,

But the Education Minister
was in no mood to accept the
explanation and went on argu-

ing. He, however, added that
he was ready to accept the rul-

ing on the subject from the
- Chatr.
The presiding Depulty

Speaker then annmounced his
decisfon to adjourn discussion
on the subject saying that
‘time was required to give a
ruling on it as it involved legal
issues and in tions'.

The debate, lasting about
two hours, fcatured arguments
with pointed references Lo
the Constitution and the Rulcs
of Procedure and quotations
from Kaul, an oft-quoted au-
thority on parliamentary pro-
cedures.

UNB adds: Nearly a dozen
opposition lawmakers raised
their objections, alleging that
Education Minister Barrister
Zamiruddin Sircar did not
strictly follow the procedure in
obtaining the prior approval of
the President and submitting
the copy of the certificate of
the approval along with the Bill
to Parllament Secretariat.

Deputy leader of the opposi-
tion Abdus Samad Azad,
Sheitkh Selim, Shudhangsu
Shekhar Halder, Tofael
Ahmed, Suranjit Sengupta,
Salauddin Qader C hury,
Advocale Fazle Rabbi, Ebadur
Rahman Chowdhury and
Rashed Khan Menon spoke
against considering -the Bill
because of its procedural flaws.

In support of their argu-

See Page 12 Col |

Prison guards storm
RMCH : Two hurt

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Aug 1 1: Doclors

1 across Rajshahi district late

Monday launched a wildcat
strike prolesting assault on a
doctor and ransacking of the
Rajshahit Medical College
Hospital (RMCH] by prison
guards.

The strike for an indefinite
period was called by the
Rajshahi unit of Bangladesh
Medical Association [BMA) afl-
tlgr a RMCH doctor and a ward
boy on duty were beaten by the
guards ol Rajshahi prison at
about 11:30 pm Monday.

Two wards of the Hospital
including the sensitive post-
operative ward were also dam-
aged when more than 100 jail-
guards stormed the hospital
and beat the doctor and the
boy with bamboos and fumi-
ture.

BMA sccretary here said
that the doctors of the district

would not join their dutics be-
fore the “sacking” of the
Deputy Inspector General of
Rajshahi prison and the guards
involved in the incident.

He also resented inaction of
the district administration in
not taking prompt action dur-
ing the incident.

Hundreds of patients were
going back after finding the

doctors abstaining from werk. -

Only a few doctors were pre-
sent in the emergency room.

At least two platoons of po-
lice were guarding the hospi-
tal, witnesses said.

Top prison oflicials said
that they would take depart-
mental action pending Investi-
gation against those involved in
the ransacking.

llospital sourccs said Dr
Tofazzal Hossain, 38, an on-
duty physician, was hospital-

Sce Mage 12 Col 6

Plan to recast hospital boards
with MPs at head

The government is planning -

to set up management boards
involving members of parlia-
ment (MPs), NGOs, and the
clite to ensure smooth running
of state-owned hospitals and
clinics, officials said Tu

The boards would be
formed to deal with organisa-
tional and t prob-
lems at the district hospitals
and health clinics at the thana
level, t said.

Health Ministry oflicials
said that the proposal to set up
the boards had alrecady been
drafied and that copies would
soon be sent to the MPs.,

Theg hospital and health
clinic management boards
would be finalised aflter the
MPs okayed the draflt and

By Masud Hasan Khan

medical prolessionals sugges-
ted necessary recommen-da-
tions, one scnior oflicial of
Health Ministry told The Datly

Star,

The draflt of the proposed
management boards was pre-
pared following several meet-
ings of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on health
issues, the official said.

Objective of the proposed
boards was to ensure commu-
nity participation in the func-
tioning of hospitals and clinics,
Health Ministry officials said.

The country has 596 gov-
ernment and 164 private hos-
pitals and a total of 1275 state-
owned clinics. The hospitals
have a total of 27645 beds.

The local MPs would head

as chairmen the management
boards lor specialised medical
institutions and the medical
ml!lc_ﬁt hospitals.
other members on the
Eralm“d boards include one
woman MP, president or
district presijdent ol Bangla-
desh Medical Association
(MBA), Director of Hosplitals
from the Director General of
Health Scrvices in Dhaka, the
Principal of the medical col-
lege, Director of the nursing
scrvices, Civil Surgeon of the
district, Vice-Chancellor of the
university concerned, Mayor or
Chatrman of the municipal
corporation or the munlctpal
ity, Superintending Engincers,
onc rcprescntative from the
Sce Pnge 12 Col 4
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| Rohingza reEatriation

Dhaka-Yangon
talks Aug 22

By Farid Hossain

In continued cflorts to start
the stalled repatriation of
265,000 Rohingya refugces,
Bangladesh and Myanmar offi-
clals will mect again on Aug
22, the cighth round ol talks
since the two countrics signed
a pepatriation pact in April this

you-

Official sources said
Myanmar would send a 15-
member delegation for the
talk$ scheduled in Cox’'s Bazar
town.

The sources did not give
details, but said Myanmar con-
firmed fts participation in the
meeting on Tucsday.

It s still undecided if the
Myanmar officials will fly di-
rectly to Cox's Bazar by heli-
copter or arrive in Teknal and

See Page 12 Col 7

Time has come to resist
killers, says Hasina

Sheikh Hasina Tucsday
urged the people to make a
success of the countrywide
half-day hartal on August 15
and recgister their protest
against the secll-conlcssed
killers, black laws and injus-
tice to ensure democracy and
rule of law, reports UNB.

"We will no longer shed
tears or observe August 15
through floral tributes or reli-
gious rites . . . Time has come
to stand up to resist the killers
and save democracy for peace
and development,” she said.

The Awami League
President and Leader of the
ﬂpé)oslunn in parliament was

essing an extended mect-
ing of the Dhaka city unit of
the party at its central office
this evening,

*"The scll-confessed killers

‘of the father of the nation must

be tried so that nonc can ever
dare to oust a government by
dint of guns,” Hasina said.

The meeting was organised
to gear up campaign for mak-
ing the hartal a success on
Saturday. The day is also ob-
served by Awami Leaguc as na-
tional mourning day commem-
nmllng the brutal killing of
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman, members of his fam-
ily and some of his relatives.

Presided over by Mozallar
Hossain Paltu, the meeting was
addressed, among others, by
Abdus Samad Azad, Amir
Hossain Amu, Mirza Sultan
Raza, Mofazzal Hossain Chow-
dhury Maya, Sahara Khatun,
Abdul Aziz and Akhtarul Islam.

Calling for scrapping of the

Indemnity Ordinance, Hasina
said the ruling BNP betrayed
with its promise.

Bush okays $ 1

KENNEBUNKPORT (Mai-
ne), Aug 11 : President Bush
announced his approval
Tuesday of up to dollars 10 bil-
llon in loan guarantees that
Isracl has long sought to help
settle a of immigrants
from the former Soviet Union,

AP.

The President said he

would “recommend cnthusias-

the final say.
Al a news conference with
Israch Prime Minister Yitzhak
Bush said he expected
bmit the legislation later

day. He said the guaran-

H

on loan
cant step” in Israel's attempt
to deal with refugees from the
former Soviet Union as well as
from Ethiopia.

tees, long a sticking point be-

tween the two nations,

make a critical contribution to
 Israel's future.”

“can

Bush also hailed the newly

clected Rabin's commitment
to reinvigorate the Middle East
peace process, and called on
Arabs to show a similar com-
mitment.

He sald he would eontinue

to uphold Isracl's military edge
over its neighbours.

Rabin called Bush's action
guarantees "a signifi-

Ob in loan guarantees to Israel

"It means a lot to me and to
Isracl, and again thank you
very much,” he said.

The announcement — fol-

lowing Bush's hosting of Rabin .

at his Maine seacoast home —
underscored a distinct warm-
ing in relations between Lhe
United States and Isracl.
Former lsraelf Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir had long
sought the guarantecs, but the
US government refused to
agree as long as Isracl per
sisted with construction of
new housing settlements on
land taken from Arabs in the
1967 war,

Rabin, clecled in June, has

cssentially suspended new
scitlements, nnd taken other
steps to demonstrate interest
in accommodation with Arab
nations.

Bush said US policy would
continue to favour a "qualitative
edge” in military power for
Isracl. He said it's never si-
ble to predict where the next
crisis arise,

“You rely on friends. Israel
is not only important as a
friend, but has demonstrated
strategic relability,” hc said.
Both leaders devoted a portion
of their remarks to the pcace
talks. expected lo resume in
Washington on Aug 24 with

Israel,

Egypt. Syria, Jordan,
Lebanon and Palestinians.

An earlicr report adds: US
approval of loan guarantees
could help Isracl attract more
Jews from the Soviet Union,
according to the agency
chnr?r:d with bringing Jews to
Israc

"The loan guaranfees are a

- factor allecting the psychology

of immigration,” said Simcha
Dinitz, the head of the Jewish
agency. Many Soviet Jews have
delayed moving to Israel be-
cause of the lack of ;

"Il approved ay.. before
there is a single new job cre-
ated, the knowledge the guar-

antees are available will have
an cffect on Sovict Jews,” he
said.

The Bush administration
was cxpeclted Tuesday to an-
nounce approval of all or part
of dollars 10 billlon Isra¢l has
requested in loan guarantees.

The guarantees will allow
the Jewish state to borrow
funds on international markets
at favourable rates.

Israel is expected to use
most of the money it raises to
create jobs and improve the
country’'s roads, telephones,
and water and sewer systems.

(Related story on Page 6)
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By Sabir Mustafa

Education Minister
Zamiruddin Sircar, native of
Panchagarh but clected to
Parliament from
Mohammadpur-Dhanmandi in
Dhaka, had that sinking feeling
last night.

He struggled against high
winds and scas in his
sailing-ship “the Bangladesh

n University Bill, 1992

ose sea-worthiness was

questioned by more deck-
hands than was good for the
captain.

Captlain Sirear had ex-

ted a plain safling no doubt,

t the storm that blew up
the day before kept growing
stronger as he vainly tried to
pllot a safe passage through
the tricky waters of Sangsad
Straits.

The storm subsided only
after Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni cut the O
University ship adrift and
Sirecar sank without a trace, to
be salvaged later,

Panni postponed discus-
sfons on the Bill after a
plethora of Opposition mem-
bers termed 1t “illegal” as it
did not have presidential
permission prior to being
tabled, and requested its with-

“\
\

drawal and re-introduction at
a later date.
Sircar protested, s he

had alrcady obtained permis-

ston from the President on
See Page 12 Col 7

Debate on
no-confidence

motion today

By Staff Correspondent

Parliament resumes today at
nine fn the morning to discuss
the no-confidence motion
tabled against the Cabinet of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia.

The House accepted the
motion August 9 proposed by
scven opposition parties. The
Specaker, while commenting
on the procedural flaws in the
no-confidence motion notice,
scl August 12 for discussions.

According to sources, the
discussion would continue for
about 12 hours spreading upto
three in the morning tomor-
row. The Treasury bench and
the Opposition have six hours
each to discuss the motion.

Sources [urther said that
some of the procedural for-
malities like whether the
mover of the meotion [in this
case the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition) would be given a

See Page 12 Col 8

Montu-backed
BCL opposes
Aug 15 hartal

Chhatra League Montu fac-
tion yesterday opposed the
Awami League call for hartal on
August 15 and urged the gov-
ernment to declare it as na-
tional mourning day, reports
UNB.

"We'll not abide by the har-
tal call because the day is only
for mourning the loss of our
great leader, Bangabandhu,
killed barbarically,” said a
leader of the dissident group.

Mizanur Rahman Azad was '
addressing a rally organised on
the Dhaka University us
by BCL (Azad-Loni), backed
the expelled AL lcader Mos
Mohsin Montu,

The rally demanding im-
mediate release of Mainuddin,
a leader of the faction, was also
addressed by Mahluzur
Rahman Ripon, Shahiduzzaman

Sce Page 12 Col 3

WB happy over
retrenchment
plan

The fiscal measures taken
by the Bangladesh government
to invigorate the national
cconomy came under com-
mendation {from a top official
of the World Bank, reports
RSS.

In a letter to Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman, the
Regional Vice-President,
World Bank, South Asia
Region, D Joseph Woeod,
lauded the eflorts to liberalise
international trade, broaden
tax base and increase invest-
ment. He also appreciated the
steps of the Bangladesh
Finance Minister for |

See Mage 12 Col 7



