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The Mission to Pakistan

It is perfectly understandable, indeed desirable, Afghanistan it is the permanent members of the UN orchestrating
that the to Pakistan of Prime Minister um ments; in Yugoslavia it is the EEC which is seeking a m&wmm“ b

Khaleda Zia, starting today, should aim at

strengthening the ties between Islamabad and
Dhaka in Nelds ranging from trade and com- concept does not mean any crisis because some members the Movement to embark on a  little weight.
merce to our :ma.mzlg concern and commitments will ..:’he"’::m E allg mhu:uw“_hh': -rum mmm “M: papre g

in the area of intermational and
On most of these issues, Begum Zia and her host
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil should be able to
reach solid agreements, against the background
of their common obligations to the programmes
and ideals of the South Asian Association for

regional affairs ties as well as the articulation

and implementation of appro- ecconomic arena. Others have
priate strategies and ap-
proaches.” t are those
"appropriate strategies and
approaches™? They did not ex-

te articulate and adopt & new wi t power blocks the con-
philosophy for the movement cept of "alignment” has be-
in terms of the political reali- come obsolete and irrelevant.

ties of the time and rate In the last few years
some enthusiasm for it, non- ticularly after the last Summit
alignment may cease to have In Belgrade — the movement

—— -

event it is hardly more
than a protecel ritual. No one

Group of 77 should be nl-rﬁ daunting task at Jakarta
Superficially there is a case for s " Xt

that anything of such a change. Aflter all, the

Regional Co-operation (SAARC), the alliance that
is W out lor a new lease of life. It 1s our hope
that instead of indulging in expressions of pious
for the future of SAARC, the two leaders
and their aides will look at a plan of concrete ac
tions in preparation of the SAARC Summit that is
scheduled to be held in Dhaka later this year.
However, without underestimating the impor
tance of these regional or even the international
issues which will come up for discussion during
the much-too-short visit of Begum Zia to
Pakistan, we believe that focus of the talks
should—and indeed must—be on the outstanding

bilateral lems which cast a shadow over our
rela ip. Here, we must face the unpleasant
fact that the longer the governments of the two

countries sit on these unresolved problems, the
harder it will be for the administrations in Dhaka
and Islamabad to maintain their credibility in
their own relationship as well as with people who
are adversely affected by one of these outstand-

H%Mucs.

¢ particular issue concerns the repatriation
of the stranded Pakistanis in Bangladesh.
Numbering 2.38 lakh, according to the latest
count, these unfortunate wvfctims of a historical
change have been counting days. months, years
and, indeed, over two decades to return to what

they rightly ard as their home, Pakistan. In
human terms, the misfortune of these stranded
Pakistanis has been often compared to the

tragedy ol stateless Palestinians. The comparison
has one major flaw in it. Unlike in the case of the
Palestinians, a clear-out agreement exists be-
tween Islamabad and Dhaka on the repatriation
of these stranded Pakistanis. That the short-lived
government of Benazir Bhutto tried to get out of
it Is now no more than a footnote in history.
What is most important, the Sharilf Government is
unequivocal in i{ts commitment, a commitment
that goes back to the days when the Pakistan
Prime Minister was the head of the provincial
administration in Punjab. There is also consider-
able international support—financial and other-
wise—f[or the repatriation plan. However, one
hopes that the support, especially the financial
one.gets a new boost and that there is no hesita-
tion on the part of Islamabad to agree to a firm
time schedule for the repatriation that Begum Zia
should discuss with her counterpart in Pakistan.
It is now all a question of putting a plan for the
return of these stranded Pakistanis to their
homes into action. And the Quicker it is done the
better.

Thg sanlr goes for th? gfrecmcnl} that llr;_:ady
exist Lhe estion pf division of assets of lia-
bihtlacg.ﬂwcﬂ?’lslamabad and Dhaka, yet another
legacy of 1971. Here,too, a mechanism has been
set up for working out the modalities for putting
the t into effect. Unfortunately, Sn:- im-
pression here is that it is only a paper body.It is

in Qe interest of the two Cﬂu]l_;llﬂcfs that this
mecha IS activated to serve the desired pur-

pose. Once the two leaders have tackled these
two issues, with itive results, they should find
out more about thousands of Bangladeshi women
who are either in Pakistani jails as illegal immi-

rants or victims of traflickers in prostitution.

egum Zia must face up to this challenging
af:nda. with the awareness that her otherwise
pieasant trip to Pakistan, all said and done, is also
a formidable mission.
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Nujoma’s Costly Carrier
Norway has cancelled several million dollar

worth special drought aid for Namibia. The inci-
dent that prompted the decision is more than
just unsavory because the purchase of a special
aeroplane for Sam Nujoma, Namibia's president,
costing as much as 29 million dollar at a time
when the country has been experiencing severe
drought for the second year running is seen as a
glaring example of mindless expenditure. For a
newly independent country with a history of long
struggle aﬁatnsl foreign occupation, this?as to be
considered a disgrace. -

The fact that leaders who have sacrificed so
much, exhibited the best possible human quality
in the face of overwhelming odds, allow them,
when in power, the luxury of a pampered and
even spoiled life is unfortunate and exposes the
other side of their great character. In this case,
Norway was supposed to give 15 million dollar in
gid to Namibia, but when the presidential aircraft
cost almost double that amount, Norway's deci-
ston o scratch the deal looks most appropriate.

It Is understandable that a carrier lor a coun-
try’s president needs to be safe, equipped with
several [acilities to provide some highly useful
services and also comforts. But -certainly the re-
quirements vary according to the positions of the
nations their heads of state represent. Security
a . no other consideration should go in favour

a most costly carrier. But the heads of the poor
nations hardly go for judicious — if not too lavish
— expenditures on things for their use. A trend so
set at the top acts as a bad precedence and the
entire nation looks for comforts and consumer
goods they can hardly afford. The consequent
mpl ractices and degradation of soctal and

values are only too natural.

We as a nation have gone through the experi-
ence and this precisely is what has been the
cause of many of our woes. A nation in the pro-
cess of reconstruction and yet to create enough
wealth should not develop the consumerism in-
-compatible with its income. Develop nations
that have known worse days under subjugation
however blissfully forget that it is hard to achieve

but harder to consolidate that

achievement. No less sacrifice is needed to give
independence meaning and substance in the
post-liberation time. This explains why the colo-
nialism of a new — economic to beé precise —
in the -colo era can so easily establish its
hold on the developing nations. Namibia,

which had enjoyed so much support from world
communities before and after its independence
in 1989, should have projected a better I:I:I'laﬁt
than it has done through the purchase of the
aeroplane. It was all the more necessary for it to
show its responsibilities as a free and sovereign nation.

‘ders whether 1t -

"move on to his pro

substance will be achieved at
the Summit. Indeed one won-

harto this will be a crowning
evenl — the glorious culmina-
tion — of a brillant carcer as
President of Indonecsia for
nearly twentyfive years. His
clection as the Chatrman eof the

over, for Indonesia there is a
special significance for the
Summit. [t was in Indonesia in
1955 at the historic Bandung
Conference that the 10 basic
principles of non-alignment
were formulated. Indonesian
commitment, however strong,
may not make much difference
lo the outcome. The crisis
faced by the Movement is fun-
damental and lavish hospitality
and the most meticulous care
in preparations arc not ltkely
lo guaranty its success unless
it can find a new sense of di-
reclion and pu :

The sad fact 1s that the end
of the Cold War has removed
the raison d'etre of the Move-
ment. In the absence of power
blocks to be aligned with, the

Brazil's Death Squads Refine Their M

NTONIO Arruda leam-

ed from a rather unex-

pected source that a

contract had been put out on
his life.

"My nephew is a gunman.”
the 56-year-old union activist
explained with an uncomliort-
able smile during an interview
in this dusty farming town
near the edge of the Amazon
rainforest.

"He works for the big
landowners,” Arruda went on,
"and he's a professional. But
when they asked him to kill
me, family loyalty won out. He
tipped me ofl."

While reflecting on the
sobering news that somebody
wanted him dead, Arruda and
his friends in the Rural Work-
ers’ Union were working on a
strategy to prevent him from
joining the hundreds of other
Brazilian rural leaders who
have been assassinated in
recenl years,

His friends reckoned that
the landowner who was ru-
moured to have oflered $1,500
for Arruda’s head had plausible
motives to want him killed.

Arruda had already played a
key role in helping to organise

a peasants’ occupation of a
ptece of privately-owned land
near the man's sprawling es-
tate. Now, they believed, the
landowner feared that the

hungry peasants, who were
still short of land, might try to

perty as
well. Arruda’s death might in-
timidate them into staying put.

"We're considering our op-
tions,” said the soft-spoken
Arruda.

“We may hold a meeting
with him in a few days,” he
added, a twinkle in his eye.
“That would probably put him

ofl a bit: these landowners
never like publicity — they
order their killings from the
shadows.”

If Arruda wasg unsurprised
by the news that somebody
wanted him killed, it is prob-
ably because such occurrences
are distu y common in his
part of the world. In the little
town of Ze Doca, three rural
thchm haﬂv\:been murdered in

past years. This
alone, just in his -utﬂ
Maranhao, at least five others
have been reported killed.

Stranded Pakistanis

Sir, Congrats, for your ex-
cellent efforts in obtaining the
interviews in Pakistan of Mr
Nawaz Sharil, the prime minis-
ter of Pakistan, Ms. Bhutto and
Mr. Sartaz Aziz. The Dally
Star's sense of journalism fis
honestly worth the term par
excellence In every sense of
theg word. Let's hope this ex-
emplary act will be an eye
opener to others to follow suft.

Coming back to the inter-
views ol both his excellency
the PM of Pakistan and Ms
Benazir Bhutto, let's hope their
observations will from bed -

. rqck of policy during our

any relevance for most coun-
tries.

The Non-Aligned Movement
has been a force to reckon
with since the first Summit
held in Belgrade in 1961. The
cold war was at fts height and
charismatic leaders like Tito,
Nehru and Nasser gave 1t a
stature that the super-powers
could not . It had a role
h;:ﬂ which was ac-
cepled, somewhat grudgingly
perhaps, by the great powers.
The spokesman of the moye-
men! was listened to with re-
spect. Today, however, all this
is changed. Yugoslavia happens
to be the current chatrman but
its disintegration has dealt the

.Movement an additional blow

But even |f the leadership was
in more secure hands the cri-

sis could not be avoided. It is
inherent in the pat

tern of international relations.
The Movement began to
weaken when members began
to align themseclves or tilt on
one side or the other. This
trend was most evident at the
Havana Summit in 1979. As
one of the participants at the
Conlerence | saw how the
membership was already gel

ling split between the two
power blocks. President Fidel
Castro's chairmanship may

have sharpened the perception’

of the split among members
along ideclogical lines. Re
glonal conflicts such as the
civil wars In Cambodia,
Alghanistan, Mozambique, An
gola and central America found
most members ol the Move
ment on one or the other side
of the fence. Paradoxically,
NAM is not facing its current

has virtually ceased to exercise
any influence on the contem-
porary global issues. The Gulf
War was fought in the heart of
the Third World but NAM
fatled to make any impact on
the course of events. Indeed
the Non-Aligned Movement is
conspicuous by its absence
from all the major flash points
in the world. In the Middle
East it is the United States

by Shab AMS Kibria |

which has taken the inftiative
in the peace process; in Cam-
bodia and Afghanistan it is the
permanent members of the
UN Security Council who are
orchestraling the develop-
ments; in Yugoslavia 1t is the
EEC which is secking a role as
the peacemaker. The Non-
Aligned Movement (s not even
mentioned as a relevant [actor
in the resolution of any of
these conflicts.

The press communique is-
sucd at the Ministerial Meet:
ing of the Coordinating Bureau
held in Ball on 14-15 May
1992 conlirms the impression
that the Movement Is indeed
al a crossroads. The Ministers
"belicved that the philosophy
of the Movement is as relevant
as cver and Its underlying
tenets have remained un-
changed” but they did not ex
plain why they hold such a be-
licl. All the evidences arc in
the other direction. The Min-
isters "deemed 1t essential for

plain. Quite clearly the Minis-

ters have diagnosed the dis-
ease when they referred to the

new international realities”
but fafled to find a rem-
edy. ir call for “greater

unity and solidarity” seems to
be rather pointless. Unity and
solidarity comes from com-
mitment lo a common cause
which is not there. The com-
munique referred to

the

‘enhanced opportunities”,

"new ¢ in the :!-T
ing situation”. It called for ex-
erling” a more active influence
on the direction of world de-
vclopments and on the man-
agement of international rela-
tions.” These are ringing
phrases and nice sentiments.
Ideally the Movement must
play all these roles in order to
remain in business. However
there i1s not a » world as
to how this can be done. NAM
is at a dead-end though the
leaders are reluctant to ac-
knowledge it. The Ministers
stressed the | t role of
the UN and “they took the
vicw that it is essential for the
Movement to participate more
actively in these endeavours”,
There is no Indication that
NAM is a significant player ei-
ther in the Security Council or
other organs of the UN. The
Ministers did express their
views on diflerent political is-
sues but these seem to carry

Alexander Norris writes from Ze Doca, Brazil

vast majority of the members
of the Movement are -
ing countries and their eco”
nomic needs should get the
highest priority. However, on
closer examination, this will be
seen (o be too simplistic a so-
lution. The weaknesses which
have characterized the G-77
will also plague NAM f1f 1t shifts
its focus away from political is-
sues and embraces the G-77
agenda. Have we ten the
fiasco of the so-called New In-
ternational Economic Order?
No one even talks about it
these days. let us face the re-
alities of the new international
economic relations. Global In-
ter dependance is a [act
of life. There is a h:ﬁuhip
of partnership between many
developed and developing
countries. The ASEAN, for ex-
ample, has been able to orga-
nize regular consultations with
its major trading partners —
USA, EEC, Japan and Australia
to rwmlc trade, investment
joint ventures and transfer

of technology. Mexico has
joined the USA in the new free
irade arrangement with USA
:tr::dfwﬂm In other words,
is no hl'l#l’ neatly

divided between the developed
and counirics as we
believed to be the ease in the
sixties and the seventies.
Countries such as Singapore
and South Korea are no longer
in the same economic league
as Nepal or Bangladesh though
all these are loosely termed as
developing countries. The
world economic scene to day
is dominated two parallel

owth of rt:

With one of the most concentrated patterns of land ownership in the world, the Brazilian
countryside is a violent place. Land-hungry peasants are often murdered by gunmen hired
by rich landowners. Now, however, that pattern seems to be changing. As Gemini News
Service reports, an analysis of last year's rural assassinations concludes that rather than

sponsoring indiscriminate murders, landowners are refining their methods by targeting
key church and union activists instead. :
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It s a paltern repeated all
over Braril. The Pastoral Land
Commission (CPT), a group al-
filiated with the Roman
Catholic Church, reports that
more than 1,684 Brazilian
rural workers have becn
assassinated since 1964.

Of these, only 25 cases have
been brought to trial, and only
14 trials have ended in convic-
tions — a record of tmpunity
that has led a few peasants to
carry out their own revenge

killings.
In only onc case — the
widely publicised 1988 mur-

der of union leader Chico
Mendes — has any landowner
who ordered such a killing
been brought to _Lu:u:::. (And
even in that celebrated case,
the judgment against the man
convicted of ordering the as-
sassination was recently over-
turned.)

These days, moreover, as a
just-published report by the
CPT makes clear, Arruda typi-
fies the kind of worker who is

increasingly being singled out
by the landowners'
“pistoleiros.”

Instead of financing indis-
criminate killings to scare
peasants ofl disputed lands,
the report says, Brazil's big
landowners are now targct
the church and union lcaders
who play key roles ih organis-
ing peasant resistance.

The idea is to maximise the
psychological impact of the
murders while reducing the
number of people killed, so as
to underminc the morale of
peasant stru most effec-
tively, but with the least
amount of fuss. "Violent action
is now more concentrated
upon leaders and is less char-
acterised by brutal deaths,”
says the CPT. "Rural violence
has become the work of pro-
fessionals.”

The motive for all of this
killing is simple: with 60 per
cent of farmland controlled by
2 per cent of the population,
Brazfl has one of the most

—
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highly concentrated pallerns
al land ownership in the
world, and the tiny elite that
rules the roost in the country-
side wants to keep things the
way the are,

Meanwhile, an estimated 12
million rural Brazilians are
landless, or do not have
enough land to survive.

These people have few op-
tions. Over the years, many
have fled to the slums in
Brazil's big citics, where they
cke out an existence as un-
deremployed labourers, prosti-
tutes or petty criminals.
Others have {led to the Amazon
rainforest, poisoning the rivers
with mercury gs they pan for
gold, or clearing successive
patches of forest, planting,
then moving on as soils are
exhausted.

Still others stay and fight,
and it is these peasants who
are the most common victims
of assassins’ bullets.

As the landowners refine
their response to this phe-
nomenon, meanwhile, the
number of rural assassinations
appears to be dropping. Last
ycar, 54 workers are known to
have died — down from 79 in
1990. The report singles out
three main reasons for this
decline:

* The Rural Democratic
Union (UDR), a landowners'
group blamed for the hiring
and organisation of death

- squads, is nowseverely dis-

credited as a political force.
International outrage over the
1988 Mendes killing and the
subsequent trial of those re-
sponsible helped isolate the
UDR. "To emerge from this
isolation,” says the report,

“reactionary social forces have

changed their tactics,” using
violence in a more selective
way.

* Workers' groups, mean-
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prime minister Begum Khaled
Zia's Pakistan visit. Especially
pertaining to the sharing of as-
scts and the repatration of the
stranded Pakistanis. The inter-
view with the Prime Minister
of Pakistan ha# proved his sin-

cerity as he has been found -

very receptive to all the alore
said issues. Hence the ensuing
visit of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia may turn out ex-
tremely fruitful in the entire
gamut of our relationship with
Pakistan.

Insofar as the stranded
Pakistanis are concerned, the
PM of Pakistan mentioned
about writing to different
heads of state for necessary

while, have “improved their
defence mechanisms,” de-
nouncing death threats and as-
sassinations more cffectively
while increasing security for
leaders.

* Appeals to international
public opinion and pressure on
Brazilian authorities have also
helped protect lives. The most
striking example of this was
evident in' the Mendes case,
the report says.

Landowners generally blame
the squatters and their leaders
for the violence. "These are
anarchists who just want to
stir up trouble so can take
power,” claims Jose Aparecido
Machado, a rancher and lawyer
with a local landowners’ union.

All the same, he says
landowners have the right to
use force against hungry rural
workers. "The law guarantees
that | can take my employecs
and arm them to protect my
lands from invasion,” Machado
says. He hastens to add that no
landowners actually invoke
that "right” by contracting
gunmen.

Evidence collected by the
CPT and other human rights
groups suggests otherwise.
While rural killings may be less
frequent now, the CPTs report
makes clear that an overall
pattern of violence against
workers remains intact.

Death threats and at-
templed killings persist, while
the number of known cases of
slavery has risen dramatically.
In 1991, the Commission
learned of 4,883 people held
captive as slaves throughout
rural Brazil — triple the num-
ber known to have been work-
ing under such conditions the
previous year,

Recruited by labour con-
tractors and lured by false
promises of payment, such
workers travel long distances

current international situation

offers an o rtunity teo
Bangladesh mpﬁp a foreign

which will not be beund
the straight-jacket either of
It

non-alignment or

should be formulated in the
context of the international
realitics of the day. We shouid
certainly attend the Summit

tions open. the basic goal of
our foreign policy is to safe-
guard the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity and promote
the wellare of the people and
economic development of the
country. [ the Non-Ali

Movement serves these

le of the time

o camps where they arrive al-
ready indebted for the cost of

their journey, work tools and
room and board. Their mount-

_ ing debts are unpayable and

won become an efflective in-
strument {n reducing them to
subjugatian. Surrounded by
armed guards, they are shot if
they try to flee. '

Already the Brazilian gov-
crnment has been denounced
l[or complicity in such
outrages. "There is overwhelm-
ing evidence," says Amnesty
International in a 1988 report,
"that a landowners' cam
of intimidation and killing is
not only sanctioned but se-
cretly assisted by the authori-
ties .... The poliee routinely ar-
rest, ill-treat, sometimes tor-
ture and illegally evict E:Inn.nn
but fail to bring their killcrs to
justiee.”

Since that report was writ-
ten, the government of Fer-
nando Collor de Mello, Brazil's
first directly elected president
in three decades, has done lit-
tle to end the longstanding
tradition of impunity for
landowners who contract
gunmen. Nor has Collor shewn
any real commitment to the
one measure that would elimi-
nate the root cause of these
rural atrocities: a wholesale
redistribution of farmland.

This lack of enthusiasm is
hardly surprising. Togcther
with Brazil's private
media empires, big landown-
ers gave Collor key backing
during his 1989 campaign. On
taking oflice, he named Anto-
nio Cabrera, a former membes
of the hated UDR, as his agri-
culture minister. Cabrera con-
tinues in that position to this

day.

None of this is heartening
to grassroots activists like An-
tonio Arruda, but in the
hastily-arranged meeting in Ze
Doca, he showed no signs of
backing out ef a stru that
might cost him his life.

"I'm not afraid,” said the
[ather of six. "A little afraid, |
suppose. But we will solve this
problem and carry on.”

ALEXANDER NORRIS, a re-
porter with the  Montreal
Gazetle newspaper.

funds for transport and rcha-
bilitation. A coordinated ap-
proach or further pursuance or
even an independent approach
to solve this disgraceful and
pathetic humanitarian problem
merits utmost consideration.
Why this tragic aspecl has
been given no or minimum
consideration for the last 20

years is a mystery.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment can stand to gain crores
of Taka if this ’stranded
Pakistanis problem of repatria-
tion is brought to a logical end
especially now that the pre-
stnt government in Islamabad
has not only accepted them as

Stranded Pakistanis but have
been painstakingly pursuing to
cxpedite their repatriation.
These desperate Pakistanis,
during the autocratic rule on
more than one occasion tried
to breach the Indo-Bangla
frontiers for staging a 'long
march’ to Pakistan which was
obstructed with live bullets by
our law enforcing agencies re-
sulting in much mental an-
guish. Repetition of such
nightmarish action by these
desperados cannot be alto-
gether ruled out, conse-
uences of which under a
emocratically elected gov-
ernment, can have serious
repercussions.

—

So, the above are the 2
faces of the same coin to
which our Amlas are manipu-
lating as they please i.e. ob-
structing the Stranded

Pakistanis while chasing the
Rohingyas back to the demons

for becoming victims of rape,
loot, murder and torture. To
those simple minds such acts
may sound and seem strange
and to those who are ac-
quainted know how rife cor-
ruption is in the distribution of
afloresald Reliel of Stranded
Pakistanis. Similarly we find
even vide THE DAILY STAR of
23/7/93 of imminent arrival of
Australian Aid for the Rohingya
refugees and continuous col-

T ey
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lection of ' Relief for the
Rohingyas in; Malaysia, Saudi
Arabia etc......, in every neook
and corner quite naturall

these are prospects for whic

no opportunist would like to
let go. Hence irrespective off
autocracy, racy &/or
democracy tmlt bene-
ficlaries. We do hope our be-
nign Prime Minister will be
able to start the re

process during her trip to
Pakistan for bri this ap-
palling human su to an
expeditious end.

Salahuddin Jamal,

Firozshah, Chittagong.



