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"South Asian''is Launched in Hong Kong; a Booming

Publishing Trade in Singapore; and a Guest Writer

MMIGRANTS from South Asia who have

I made. their homes, some for generations,
in olher developing countries, from the
Caribbeans to Fiji, have had a difficult start,
some over a century aso, followed by hardship
and racial discriminations. Then, in many
cases, came success stories, llourishing trade
and commerce, well-deserved recognition in
nal classes and even hard-won places

the political life.

Not surprisingly, at this moment of success,
many of them would look back on their ances-
tral homes in South Asia with a mixture of
aloelness and indifference rather than with
nostalgia and admiration. The result, one gets a
book like "The Area of Darkness” by V S
Naipaul, that superb writer of Trinidad who
‘shakes up the conscience ol India, but stops
short of seeing the real South Asia with its vi-
‘brant culture that survives all kinds of misfor-
turies and tragedics.

Now, the fortunes of South Asian immi-
granis have started changing — and changing
for the worse — in many countries thcy had
helped to develop with their sweat and tears.
in some places, in the Pacific, local ethnic na-
tionalism is pushing the immigrants to the
corner, often out of jobs. In other places, say,
in some Caribbean islands, the economic
downturn has hit everyone very hard, the im-
igrants — or their children — tn low income
ps proving to be the worst sufferers.
Where does Hong Kong fit in on this sce-
nario?

By and large, it is a success story, and con-
‘linues to be so. There is hardly a part of South
Asla which has not some nis

for the Brivish colony, hardly a refgiots scet ™

that has not set up its own place of worship.

HERE 1s no way to

I compare Satyajit to
Tagore — indeed there |s

no need to. Comparisons are
odious — more 80 when made
al that level. Conscious of this

in Tagore
discussion on Satyafit if only
say that the colourful sen of
the genfus Sukumar Roy was
the most world-renowned
Benganiee after the only Nobel
laureate this ancient nation has

realism or vin Roselling was the best minstrel that
and de Sica? Is his camera Mut&rhr - - Bengal had to sing the celebra-
more candid than that of those . tion of Bengaleeness through-
masicrs or the leaders of the Published by out the world — and sing it
French New Wave or the ones with unsurpassing appeal.
that created the multitude of University Press Limited, Dhaka Satyafit was doubtlessly
films coming out of East Bengali — one of the greatest.
No, his greatness lay Price Tk 200/ ,- | There has been a literal

elsewhere. In some unantici- . spate of meetings and discus
pated unsuspected region of tinguished t. there was ”‘ ' sions after Satyajit's death. [t
ercativity. First, he set a tempo Mic lo Antontoni for a was only natural that this
= laya. as they say in Indian comparison. No, ft wasn't haps more than the visuals, and get 10 the heart of his would soon be supplemented
musicological discussions —, slowness but a new and right ped the viewers all around films. They understood. They by things of more permanent
all his own and unprecedent- tempo that fitted ly the the globe to transcend the felt here was humanity and value. It is very gratifying to
edly new, 1o all his cinematic  subjectmatter and the mood of barriers of and a host  beauty, lyricism and master sce that a Bangladesh pub-
output. If slowness alone dis- his pieces. The tempo, per- other aspects of unfamiliarity isher — the University Press —

CULPTURE 1s an 5 ] '

important and durable

===z Depicting the Freedom Fighters
a -dimensional figure in

and by the flliterate as well as ing by. The justification of cre

the kiterate — a vivid and ating a of enermous
Th‘dmul:-nt. . P size is lesgsened if it needs o
o keep the memories be cvaluated through studyi

Libcration War ever memorabie ﬂm-ﬂhhryufu:‘

dents Union [RUCSU) deter- work of art, such as a sculp
mined, after twenty years of ture, lies in whether or not the
frecdom, to have a suitable facts are represented visually
sculpture. i the message fails to reach
llow far is the work suc- those who examine or see the
cessful artistically, and how picce, then the artist has
hopest is it as a scul on  fafled. So, it would possibly
the Liberation War, €7.  have been wiser 10 curve more

The World of Satyajit Ray "

It has always been the place for making a
fast buck, for dabbling in the stockmarket, for
backing horses at the ey club and, finally,
for ing your own nition of gractous liv-
ing. Affluent South Asians easily became part of
the scene, and have remained so.

One grey area has been publishing.

Talented South Asian journalists, with Ker-
alans easily constituting the single biggest
group, have been working for British-owned
publications for decades, publications which
have been lately taken over by the US intercsts
and Australians. For a decade and a half,
Amitabha Chowdhury, the Magsaysay Award
winning media entreprencur from Calcutta
continued with his heroic batlle to make the
Asian Finance a prolitable opcration and re-
ccntly sold it to a London-based British pub-
lishing group. However, it is to know that
Chowdhury’s othcr venture, the monthly Exec-
utive remains with an Asian group, with the

glossy art paper and full of colour photographs
and a good many fu]l page advertisements,

there still remains the nced for a SAARC jour-
nal, t out from one of the capitals of the
region. Meanwhile, good luck to Menon and
Co.

T scems that thesc Newly Industrialised

Countries (NICs) in Asfa will lecave us
bechind — the LDCs and the non-NICs —
virtually in everything, except perhaps in
political freedom, meaning. everything that
relates to one form of economic activity or
another, or, to put it a little crudely, in
anything that makes money.

A report in a recent issuc of the Far Eastern
Economic Reuview talks about a boom in book

publishing In Singapore, and that too, in
English. Until about a decadc ago, the number
of k publishing firms could be counted in

-

editorial tcam headed by Sri Lankan vetcran
journalist, Gerald Delilkhan. :

It is against this background of somewhat
mixed performance of sub-continental journal-
ists in Hong Kong that we must give credit to a
group originally from this region that has just
launched a monthly, somewhat daringly titled,
South Asian, daringly because to give a particu-
lar regional identity to a Hong Kong-based
publication is a challenging proposition.

The Publisher-Editor Venu Menon has given
good rcasons for taking up this challenge. To
quote {rom the journal's opening editorial,
"When internatfonal news media talk about
Asia, they conveniently omit South Asia ... even
in the daily weather report of the two TV sta-
tions in Hong Kong. "Then, the magazine
which iIncludes a good coverage from
Bangladesh [rom its correspondent, Sabir
Mustala, says, "Yes, the region has its prob-
lems, but the devclopmental programmes ini-
tiated by the governments, opening up of the
markets and the changing lifestyles of its citi-
zens will be recorded by the South Asian.*

The magazine, | hope. will meet its expec-
lations. The first issue, just received, contains
a wide-ranging coverage of developments in
South Asian countries, with the focus on trade
and investments. Indeed, anxious as they are to
attract foreign capital for their countries, the
trade missjons of South Asian governments in
the British colony should treat the journal as
an ally. It is ‘lust the kind of journal that one of
the guest columnists of The Daily Star, Tarzie
Vittachi of Sri Lanka had suggested we should
bring out [rom within the region for werld-
wide distribution. Well, all | can say is, while
Mehoh of Mol Kong has stolen a march on us
with an attractive publication. printed on

fingers, virtually all struggling to survive, ex-
cept the Times publishing co, the stable com-

panion of the leading English language daily of °

Lthe same name.

Now, with new tilles, in English, appearing
on the bookshelves of the city state’s thriving
bookstores, ncarly competing with imported
publications, the local publishing trade may be
all set for what the Review calls “a roaring suc-
cess.” This may not be much of an exaggera-
tion. After all, a new firm called by what cer-
tainly sounds like a catchy name, “Flame of the
Forest™ has just sold 65,000 copiecs of its first
publication, a collection of storics in English.
when the firm's boss, Alex Chacko says a simi
lar book might have sold only 5,000 copics a

VCar ago.

Different kinds of books, all in English —
the common language for the multi-racial city
republic — are making the best of the publish-
ing boom. An anthology of political cartoons,
mildly teasing Singapore lcaders, net exclud-
ing the island's ever-lasting father figure, Lce
Kuan Yew, has sold 40,000 copies in first two
months; a memoir of a Singapore model. ti-
tled, "Excuse me. are you a model?” too has
been a roaring success; and there comes an-
other best-scller. "Raffles Place’. a fiction by
young Philip Jayaratnam, a young attorney
whose academic record in Oxford would be the
envy of many other talented young persons of
Asia. And, lest we forget., Philip is the son of
that highly durable Singapore politician. J R
Jayaratnam of the Workers' Party who, for a
few years served as the lone opposition mem-
ber in the Singapore parliament, pulting up
one fight after another in defence of rights of
his people, freedom of the press and soctal
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of The Daily Star Holds an Art Show in Calcutta.

reforms. No longer a MP, "Jaya", as he is popu-
larly called, remains a model to follow for
other solitary members in the opposition, the
loan voice of a single party, in other parlia-
ments, Including in' Bangladesh. His was — and
indeed still is — an example in tenacity, hard
work and commitment. :

A former colleague in Manila, a personal
friend and a guest writer of The Dally Star,
Barun Roy has one more distinction that I, for
one, had been only vaguely aware of, although
we saw a lot of each other in Manila in the late
seventies. M . in those days, he was either a
Sunday painter or too reticent about inviting
his [riends to his studio.

Now, | can make up my lapse with the an-
nouncement that a solo exhibition of paintings
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An Exhibition of
Paintings

by Barun opens today, August 7, at the Chi-
trakoot Art Gallery, at Presidency Court, 55
Gariahat Road, Calcutta. Inaugurated by emi-
nent journalist Gour Kishore Ghosh, the cxhi-
bition will remain open until August 17, If any
of our readers happens to be in Calcutta during
the next ten days and pays a visit to the exhi-
bition, do please show Barun a copy of this col-
umn. We do not forget a native son — or an
artist — of Bangladesh all that easily.

Born in Bangladesh. settled in Calcutta
where he was an Assistant Editor of Jugantar,
Roy now lives in Manila, with his wife Dipti,
while their two talented daughters stud¥ in the
United States, both en scholarship.

While we hope that one day Barun will have
an cxhibition of his works in Dhaka, let us wish
evcry success (o his show in Calcutta. Next
time | 'am in Manila, [ will certainly walk into
his studio, even without any invitation.

hasn't lost a minute and come
u!P with a number "The World
ol Satyajit Ray” — a lavish pro-
duction of 134 one-eighth
double-crown filled with

A Timely Tome on Satyajit

Book &
Review _,

the world of

Satyajit Ray
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And coming to the question
of humanity and beauty. the
body round which Satyajit
wove these charms was always
one — Bengal and Bengalees
and Hengaleeness. And it was
then necessary to create

beauty and humanity out of sit-

uations of pervasive poverty —
abject and cruel and, all by it-
sell, ugly. The new-fangled
idea that Satyajit was, beside
being the best-known Bengall
afler Tagore, indeed also the

best Bengall after the great one

— is also a meaningless propo-
sitfon. But In one respect one
would tend to agree that he

a great

hundreds of {llustrations laid
out in a most imaginative man-
ner. The text written by Bidyut
Sarkar, a foreign-based film-
insider, provides a good spec-
imen of racy journalistic writ-
ing — telling the story in all its
esscniials without being over-
bearing. This i{s nothing to
compare with the earlier
tomes of Marie Seton and An-
drew Robinson, but the Sarkar
book scores over the others
through capitalising on the
writer's first- name intimacy
with the subject. Eight pages
of colour photographs and 19
pages ol appendices covering
l. Books by Ray 2. Ray's books
in translation 3. Books on Ray
4. Short list of journals de-
voted to Ray 5. F1 phy 6.
Films on Ray 7. Videography 8.
Discography — make the vol-
ume necessarily a collector's
item.

|

ONTHS ago. the state
level celebrations of
the birth anniversary
Rabindranath Tagore at

of
Shahjadpur iIn Sirajgan]
district and at Kuthibari in
Kushtia town had undoubtedly
stirred much interest of the
people at large on the life and

| contributions of the great poet.

Shilaidah has become very
prominent because of wide
publicity and its association
also with Lalon Shaah. Both
Shilaidah and Shahjadpur have
become so because of the casy
road and raflway communica-
tion with Calcutta and later
with Dhaka. But it is only at
Patisar Kacharibari in Naogaon
district where Rabindranath
spent the longest time while
he was in this part of Bengal,
now h

Rabindranath in his early
life, at 27 years, was asked by
his father to take over the ad-
ministration of the
situated in Kushtia, Pabna and
Rajshahi districts. This Za-
mindary was part of the vast
Zamindary of famous Rani
Bhawani which was purchased
by the grandfather of the poet
in default of payment of rev-
enue. The t first came to
Shilaidah where from he used
to visit Shahjadpur and Patisar
to supervise the work of these
two Kacharies in Pabna and Ra-
Jjshahi respectively. The vast
Zamindary was after several
ycars partitioned and the Za-
mindagy under Shilaidah in
Kushtia came in possession of
one of his cousins. So, the poet
shifted his headquarters to
Patisar, a remote village in in-
terior of Atrai (now upazila)
under Naogaon (now district).

Patisar is not practically
well known to the present

The Poet Spent
More Time at
Patisar than at
Shilaidah or
Shahjadpur

by Md Anwarul Afzal

Jans. To rescue them from
their clutches he established
the Krishi Bank after the pat-
tern of Co-operative Banks.
The tenants — both Muslims
and Hindus — all used to get
loans on easy terms from this
bank. There were no qualified

doctors in the entire Thana of
Panchupur (now Raninagar and
Atral u {las) which com-
prised of Kaligram Pargana un-
der Patisar Kachari. His heart
bled at the miseries of his
lenants and he established a
full-fledged charitable dispen-
sary al Patisar and later on an-
other at Ratoal where there
was cven no Tagore Kachart.

He imbibed the spirit of vil-
lage reconstruction while at
Patisar, more than half a cen-
tury ago, which he fully intro-
duced later on at Shantinike-
tan. He iIntroduced mecha-
nized cultivation at Patisar by
purchasing one tractor from
Sir P C Ray ﬂ:o had brought
475 such machines out of the
surplus money of North Bengal
Flood Relief Fund in 1920. My
late father, a class friend of
Netajee Subhas Bose at Presi-
dency College, Calcutta, was
probably the single member
from the region to the North
Bengal Reliel Team under the
leadership of Netajee Subhas
Bose. He had the privilege of
being in touch with the poet
when he was a student in Cal-
cutta and also when the poet
used to visit Patisar. He de-
scribed to us his first hand
knowledge of the great deeds
of the poet at Patisar. As there
was no operator available in
the Rajshahi district, the poet
brought his son Rathindranath
from Caleutta who had his
training In agriculture in the

generation. Patisar stands on
the bank of a river which be-
comes dry in the summer. As
the Kachari was under con-
struction, the poet lived most
of his time in his boat "Atrai".
Later on he used to stay in a
part of the big Kachari with his
wife Mrinalini Devi at Patisar.
Mr Loken Palit, then District
Judge of Rajshahi and a close
friend of the poet. used to
come to Patisar to enjoy the
tranquillity of the surround-
ings. Mr Andrews, an ICS, also
accompanied the poet from
time to time. Patisar had no
soctety for the poet nor a

The World of Satyajit Ray’ | “Post-Master” of Shilaidah. So

has been published in agsocia-

when he felt bored he rushed

tion with the UBS Publishers | to Calcutta. But he did not like

Distributors of New Delhi and

the humdrum of the city life

adds definite prestige to the | and soon returmed to Patisar.

UPL, by far the best publisher
of authoritative and expert ma-
terial in the land.

The Liberation War Sculpture at Rajshahi University

the importance of the subject
being understood, by seeing

bile. So, even iIn creating a
standing figure, the hands or
iegs should be positibned and
the factal expression portrayed
in such a way that the feeling
of mobility is generated.

these are cre-
ated to look as if they are run-

:‘:}Mmuhw

frozen — hchnlm
namism and spon

composition of the two K‘urn
is not also well balanced
maybe due to frail construc
tion, one side seema com-
pletely in a way which
could have averted had

of two main figures. By making
a hollow in the column, sym-
bolic of flag, the artist perhaps
has tried to give the realistic
form a slight abstract touch:;
but the result is not satisfac-
tory.

There was ample scope for
presenting the Freedom Fight-
ers in a more manner

in the sculpture and thus
hel to preserve the history
of tion War in a more

meaningful way. Why it is com-
posed in such a way that gives
rise to much criticiam?

Al present, the rapacious
paws of the killers of ‘7] are

extended everywhere. Many

are trying to keep our future
generation in the darkness of

‘misrepresentation”. The time
has come to become artisti
cally conasctous of a pelitical
context. It is the duty of those

remains a guestion. -If one
scrutinises it, he may see that
it has been created in the Rus-
sian social rcalist style. One
man advances with a pointed

rifle.
rifle in one hand,
while his other close-fisted
hand is raised in the afr.
in open ., MOTYUITIE ) -
created with the tve of
their elegance being felt and

representative figures Why the
females who also
supreme sacrifice for the causc
of the holy war, not rep

spective, this sculpture is an
incomplete one

The physical structures of
the twe are inconsis-
tent. The t leg of the figure
at the front seems to have
come oul of the lower ab.
domen. It is natural that while

running.

straight
there in

L]

a close fisted hand
may be raised, but in an angu-
lar way and in front — not

this

s as has been
jshahi sculp-

ture. Also, the position of the
Lungl appears a bit natural, In

of the two

in the world

an

realistic seul

the been side
ﬂﬁﬁm placed by

There is an auxiliary column
on to which the lower portions
figures are placed
This is rather u
realistic art work — nowhere

example of this kind Any

thing presented alongside a
ure should be

who commission and create
sculptures for
both historical In-

for a However, | wish the sculp-

tare in be evaluated,
in apite of Intricate faults or
short comings, hyﬂl'lty of
both the present fature
generation, in favour of the no-

be found

such circumstance, it should meaningful large wall ithe  ble Intention and spirit that
have been a bit furied. column In the bac nd W has led to Its coming Into be-
Men are not inert but mo.  an extert hampers gravity ing -

of
all around gave a picturesque

In 1894 the poet first came
to Patisar. During the rainy
scason the village looked like
an island and a vast panorama

dark green paddy ficlds

view. Nature opened a new
vista of scenic beayuty which in-
spired the poet to write many

of his poems at Patisar. He ex-

tolled this scenic beauty In

"Chhinnapatra® many times.
During his stay at Patisar the

composed several of his
t poems such as Chaitali,

Duranta Asha, Pumima etc. In

Chaitali, Rabindranath gave a

vivid
its su

tion of Patisar and

undings.
While at Patisar, the poet

was very much shocked to see
the sufferings of his poor
tenants. As a benevolent and
secular Zamindar the poet had
always the welfare of his
tenants In his mind. In those
days there were only two high
schos

sub-division, one at N

Is in the entire
oy

town and another at ]

to | Rabindranath established a

USA. As the machine roared,
thousands of people from far

and near asscmbled o ser the
"devil” ploughing the land

On the occasion of Punnah
ceremony of Kaligram Pargana
an address of welcome was
read by late Mr Kafiluddin, a
prominent tenant of Ratoal and
a close relation of ours. Ra-
bindranath used to be ealled by
his tenants "Babu Mahashay™ —
a loving epithet, and his
tenants their benevolent
Zamindar dearly. Aflter Punnah
ceremony was over the tenant
who was alive till 1976 told
Rabindranath emotionally —
"Babu Mahashay, we have
grown old and you are also
lcaving us soon.” The poet em-
braced him when he heard
this pathetic remark. Soon
after, however, the Zamindari
changed hands and Ra-
bindranath was then deeply
engaged in his work at Shan-
tiniketan spending the entire
amount of Nobel Prize for its
development.

Sorobar. The present
state of Kachari and tL high
school s extremely

No attempt has yet been

for the preservation of the
memory of Rabindranath at
Patisar.

Patisar is a backward place

in Naogaon district
road communication ke -

steps so that the reh relics
with which the poet's life, It
erature and u:-nlhnl




