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NAM should continue

KUALA LUMPUR,

tween the developed ll'ld
Third World nattons in the fu-
ture.

The chances of such a con-
flict taking place was more
now that the Cold War had
ended, he said

toex:lst.Mahathir

He told newsmen: “If at
such time, the amaller coun-
tries are unable to unite under
a sl movement such as
NAM, we will face problems in
setthing the confiict ”

Malaysian Prime Minister
Dr Mahathir Mohamad had

said on Menday that NAM
should continue to exist to

serve as a check on the domi-
nance of the powerful West

Abdullah said the general
outiook of NAM manis -

ters was that the group should
continue to function as a plat-
form from which smaller and
developing countries could de-
fend their interests and rights
against bigger powers.

Russia to go ahead with

NEW DELHI, Aug 6: Russia
will fulfil its to
vide rocket
and not allow “"anyone”, to in-
terfere in its bilateral relations
with other countries, Ruslan |.
Khasbulatov, Chairman of the

Soviet of the Russian
said here Wednes-
day, reports PT1.

"The agreement must be
fulfilled.” he said rep to a

question on the sale
of Russian nes
to India and S retaliatory

action against the two coun-

i
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rocket technology deal

He said “we should not al-
low anyone to interfere in bi-
lateral relations.”

He was of the opinion that
the Russia and India should
develop the traditions of past
and reach new levels of coop-
ceration in the fields of eco-
nomic cooperation and scicnce
and technology.

ng to another ques-
tion, Khasbulatov said the
Russian President, Boris
Yeltsin's future would depend
on the success of the eco-
nomic policies being pursued
by him.

Bus mishap claims 49 in Ne

At lcast 49 people,

includln', a Dutch national, ll't ln

have drowned when the bus they were travelli

200 feet (60 metres) into Nepa

I's torrential :ui rlvr:r

state radio said Wednesday, AFP reports from Kathmandu.
Guoting Home Minister Sher Bahadur Deupa, the radfo
said only 28 bodies had been found since the accident, which

occurred Sunday

in the remote Jhapa district, 390 kilome-

tres (240 miles) southeast of here.
The radio said the bus went ofl the road when a large
boulder rolled down a mountain side and landed on its roof,

causing

the driver to lose control.
The Dutch national was identified as Mark Hekennam,

as

spelied by the bus serviee. His home town was not known.

11 killed as Mafia

Eleven people were killed In the
groups battled for control of territory

groups clash :
24 hours as rival ‘Malia’
in Moscow, ITAR Tass

news agency said on wbdl"ltldlj" Reuter reports from

Moscow.

At least five of those killed were from the Caucasus, where
the most powerful crimingl groups come from and guns are

freely available

Tass quoted police as saying Moscow-based criminals had
lImunched an attack on rival Caucasfan groups to win control

over the capital.

Three Azeris were killed and two badly wounded on
Tuesday in a cafe after a ‘battle’, Tass said. The attackers fled
in a heavy truck, leaving behind piles of empty pistol car-

tridges.
24

drug traffickers to die in China:

Twenty-four drug tralfickers were sentenced to death in
China on Wednesday at a public trial, the official New China

News Agency reported, Reuter says from Beljing.

It said

1.1 tons of narcotics were burnt during the trial,

which was held in a sports stadtum in Guangxi province that
borders the golden triangle’ poppy-growing region of south-

cas! Asia

Executions in China are usually carried out with a single
bullet to the back of the head and normally within hours of

the sentence being passed.
Naga

I5 security troope
killed in an ambush by

rebels kill 15 troo

rs, including a senjor po
tribal guerillas in the northeastern

I'S: At least
ce officer, wore

state of Assam on Wednesday, a senior official said. AFT

reports from Guwahati, India.

Assam state Home Secretary Tapan Lal Barua named the

police officer killed as Inspec
|4 were all paramilitary

The
of Nagaland,

tor B K Bora and said the other

Border Security Force men.

guerillas, from the outlawed National Socialist Council

qpened fire on the troopers when they were

travelling in a vthicle on patrol duty late Wednesday,
The attack took place outside Achatu village

he said.
in Assam's

remote north Cacar district, bordering Nagaland, some 430
kflometres from Guwahati, Assam's main town.

7 newborns die in maternity home :

Seven newborns died and three others were {n critical

condition Thursday

in a maternity hospital south of Moscow

but the cause remained unknown, the ITAR-Tass news agency

reported, AP says from Moscow.

Doctors said they suspect a poor quality glucose solution

prepared in a drugstore in Bryansk, the city

of 385,000 about

200 miles (300 kilometers) south of Moscow where the hos-

pital is located.

All 14 pnewborns at the hospital were fed the liquid.
logists and forensic specialists were analysing sam-.

of the ‘solution.
The first
died by Wed

died on Monday night, and six more had
night. Three others were listed as critical

and the four remaining newborns were in fair condition, doc-

tors sadd.
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Party being victimised for

MQM ready to sit with Govt,

KARACHL Aug 6 :

£
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committee, headed by ousted
Karachi Mayor Farooq Sattar,
to hold talks with Sindh gov
ernment representatives and
the army, which has an ongo-
ing operation in the

to clean up rebel MQM ele-
ments and other political ac-
tivists.

"The MOM is ready to ne-
gotiate with every one,” a party
spokesman said. "We want o
show that despite all atrocitics
the MOM “instead of adopting
any other way, is still looking
for peaccful and democratic
solutions.”

The MQM represents Pak-
istan's Urdu-speaking Mohajir
community.

Leaders of the MQM wentl

into hiding after party mem-

peatedly dended the allegations
and maintained that his party
was being victimised for polits-
cal reasons.

In response to perceived
“stale lerroriam” against them,
MOM legislators in the ruling
provincial and national gov-
ernment coalitions resigned
from their positions.

Analysts said that the gov-
ernment’'s desire to open a
Ittical dialogue with the
was motivated by the constitu-
tional necessity of holding by-
clections for the secats vacated
by MOQM members.

Officials were said to feat

that a MM chiel might again

sweep the polls and create

army to solve problems

fresh problems for the gov-
trnm:m The movement en-
joys continued popularity In
major cities Karachi and Hy
derabad.

Prime Minister Nawaz
Shartl and other government
offictals have reassured MQM
leaders that the army’'s opera-
tion in Sindh was against ban-
dits, kidnappers, terrorists
and other criminals, and was
not aimed at “crushing the
MOM as a political force.” '

MOM lcaders were asked to
come out of their hideouts and
hold a political with
the government on the prob-
lems (aced by the Mohajir
community in Sindh
where it settled following the
1947 partition of India

But in the absence of a posi-
tive response from the MOM,
the provincial government
sacked the elected Mayor of
Karachi, who belonged to the

MOM.

Meanwhile, Sindh Chiefl
Minster Syed Musallar Hussain
Shah on offered a

place in the provincial gov-
ernment to the opposition
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SARA
the night August 5. The United Nations decided to suspend for 72 hours all UN operations to
keep the Sarajevo Airport open because heavy shelling of the Bosnian capital is preventing

humanitarian aid airlifts.

opposition -
Allilance said here

Wednesday that more than 700

The appn.itlnn-l demanded
the government to declared
the area a disaster area.

VO : A building is burning in the Bosnian capital Sarajevo after the shelling during

| Chissano and

. ments of

Peace talks
begin In
Mozambique
ROME, Aug 6: Historic
peace talks opened here
Wednesday between Mozam-

bique's President Joaquim
rebel chief
Afonso Dhlakama with state-
faith on efther
side at their first meeting In
|6 years of civil war, reports
AFP.

Speaking after preliminary

' discussions, Chissano stated

his willingness "o introduce a
ceascfire as soon as possibie,’
stressing he would “guarantee
the security of all Renamo

. members” following the signa

ture of a peace accord,

- spokesmen said.

Dhilakama, for his part, said
he "had confidence i presi
dent Chissano,” bul reflerated
Renamo's insistence on secu-
Fity guarantces ahead of a
ceasefire.

Clinton for air strikes against Serbs

EAST ST LOUIS.Illionots,
Aug 6: Democratic Presidential
Candidate Bill Clinton said on
Wednesday the United States
may have to use air power
against Serbian forces to end
their alleged atrocities in the
former Yugoslavia, reports
Reuter.

Spcaking in this economi-
cally depressed and predomi-
nantly Black city at the start of
another bus tour into the
American heartland, Clinton
also told residents the drive to
succeed academically was akin
to the will to win in sporis.

While most of his remarks
focused on Domestic issues, he

reiterated a statement he
made on Tuesday calling for an

immediate session of the UN
Security Council to try to end
Bloodshed in former Yugoslav
republics.

According to some US
press reports, which have not
been confirmed, Serbian
forces have set up Nazi-like
death camps in Bosnia-Herze-
govina and are torturing and
executing Muslims and Croats.

Clinton called for investiga-
tions under international law
of Human Rights violations.

"And we may have lo use
military force | would begin
with air power against the
Serbs to try to restore the ba-
sic conditions of humanity,” he
said .

“l don't think we can pre-

— AFP/UNB photo

determine the outcome ol po-
litical events in those republics
but history has shown us that
rou can't allow the mass ex-

:lﬁn of people and just
!ll by watch it happen. ~

Clinton's bus trip — dubbed
"on the road to change Amer-
ica® — will take the Arkansas
governor, his running mate.
Tennesse Senator Al Gore, and
their wives into lllinois, Mis-
souri, lowa, Wisconsin and
Minnesota.

The tour which will run
along the Mississippi river,
will be closely watched for
comparisons with the first
1,000-mile (1,600km) cam-
paign trip that followed the
Democratic convention last

month.

“The same kind of spirit
that enables a football team to
win s what enables people to
win academically,” Clinton told
a crowd of about 500 at cast
St Louis senior highschool.

"Believe you me [ don't
think you can do it alone. |
think you need a president and

a national government that is
caring that works, that's

committed to helping you and
investing in our people.”
Clinton said.

The reference to chan-
nelling enthusiasm for sports
into enthusiasm for academic
achievement rang a chord with
the audience, especially when
Clinton mentioned Jackie.

Clashes stall 11-nation talks

ROME, Aug 6: International
Peace Talks to scttle the cth-
nic struggle in the Transcau-
casian enclave of Nagorno-
Karabakh broke up in disarray
on Wednesday while Azerbaijan
reported more clashes with
Armenian [ighters, reports
Reuter.

After six days ol acrimo-
nious negotiations the former
Soviet republics remained far
apart over the future of the
Predominantly Armenian and
Chrittan enclave in Muslim and

Turkish-speaking Azerbaijan.
Armenia said 1t was clear
the Rome talks had failed.

on Nagorno-Karabakh

1 1-nation talks, hosted
by Iluly were supposed to lay
the groundwork for a full-
blown peace conference in
the Belarussian capital Minsk,
but by the end of Wednudnyl
round they could not even
agree when to meet again.

The fourth session of Rome
Talks this year lurched to an
glorious end as Russian pro-
posed hosting an UN official
meeting with Azerbaijan and
Armenia on Friday.

"While we reaffirm our
readiness to pursuec the Minsk
process, we have to register
the failure of the Rome Talks,”

chief Armenian delegate
Christian Der-Stepanian said.
"What on Earth is the point
of meeting again if the Arme-
nians of a Nagorno -Karabakh
do not take part?” He asked.

The enclave’'s Armenians
walked out nf the negotiations
on Tuesday : mu.-t
ing's Ital:lan hnl
on a promisec to grant lhl:m a

special status.
in the enclave itself, where
Azeri and Armenian troops
rtguhrly use heavy weapons
even aircraft in pitched
bnttln the Azeri new Agency
Turan said on Wednesday

Belarus forest
fires increase

radiation levels

MOSCOW, Aug 6: Prolonged
forest fires in Belarus have
sharply increased radiation
levels kicking up dust and
ash from the Chernobyl nu-
clear power plant explosion,
the ITAR-Tass news agency

reported Thursday, reports AP.

Fallout from the April 1986
explosion at Chernobyl in
neighboring Ukraine contami-
nated dozens of villages in both
republics.

Radioactive topsoil was re-
moved from some areas, but
many fields, forests and set-
tlements were left untouched
and 100,000 people aban-
doned their homes.
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Nepal asks Bhutan
to help repatriate
refugees

KATHMANDU, Aug 6: Prime
Mintster Prasad Kotrala
has written a letter to the King
of Bhutan in a bid o send back
about 65,000 Butanese living
in refugee camps in eastern
Nepal, officials said Thursday,
reports AP.

On Wednesday, Kotrala told

that Nepal is doing
its best to repatriate the
refugees, who are of
origin. But he did not elabe-
rate.

The refugees say they are
victims of systematic persecu-
tion by the Bhutanese govern-
ment, which wants to drive
them out. Bhutan says they left
voluntarfly and that it wants to
ensure only legitimate citizens
retum.

About 400 fresh arrivals are
being reported each day in the
overcrowded camps, where
B70 people have died of dis-
eases in the last | 1/2 year.

A top government official
sald Koirala sent a letter to
K Jigme Singye Wangchuk

last week of July, saying
“we should resolve the issue
peacefully to factlitate the early
return of the refugees with
honor.”

The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, did

not elaborate. He said a reply 1s
awaited.

are ethnie

-tphh'lt to

mmhnm
as [armers. - labourers and bu-

camps but say how
many, reports AP.

Abderrezak Bara-Kamel of
the National for
Human told state-run
radio that three of seven de-
tention camps have been

definitively closed fo
staggered releases of de-
tatnees.

The camp at Reggane, the
iatest, was closed Tuesday. It is
located 1,600 kilometers
south of Algiers.

“We must arrive at
all ll'i-rclmpllrd freeing all
the prisoners.” he said,
that conditions in Ih:ﬂu:pl
are “difficult but not

for County Commission
LAKIN: Voters nominated Alvin L. "Tufly” Coerber for re-
clection to the Kearny County Commission even though he

was dead, reports AP,
Coerber, who died July

20 from a heart atiack, defeated

Stephen Gestenslager 136-58 to be the Republican candidate
in November for a seat on the Commission.
Coerber, who was 73, had flled [or re-election earlter this

year

Write-in Democratic candidate Tom Cole got 75 votes,
enough to put him on the general election ballot.

If Coerber should get the most votes in November, local
clection officials would nominate someone for the job. The
nomination would require the governor's approval.

Sex scandal victim
reaches for safe sex

LONDO
tish Cabinet minister in July

: An actress involved in a sex scandal with a Bri-
has taken part in an anti-AlDS

campaign, preaching safe sex by using condoms, reports

iteuter

Antonia De Sancha 30 , whose allair with National Heritage

Secretary David Mellor was disclosed by newspape

rs alter

their telephone calls were bugged, modelled an ant-AIDS T-

shirt at a meeting

Newspapers on Wednesday
meeting of the terrence higgins trust charity

by an AIDS charity.
quoted her as saying during the

- "AlIDS is an is-

sue that affects everyone.” Asked whether she insisted on
partners using condoms, she replied: "Yes, always”,

Mellor,

who is married with two children and has never
acknowledged the affair, resisted calls from some

politicians

to quit after receiving backing from Prime Minister John

Magor.

Teacher jailed for forcing
students to eat cow dung

BELING: A court in China has

a teacher who became

so angry with his unruly students that he forced them to eat

cow dung,

Liu Deshun, age 26, was jailed for two years by a court in
northern Hubei province for forcing students in his lower °
school class room to troop outside and eat cow dung as pun-
ishment for talking., fighting, or handing in their homework

late.

"Some of the students began
which alfected the normal studying

they ate the cow dung,

vomiting without stop after

process’. The official Befjing Evening News said on Wednes-

day.
The court said Liu,

who used the punishment 56 times in

1991, had resorted to "barbarous methods” to keep students

in check.

He won't witness

extermination of pe

s

An 84-year-old man, who had an estimated 300 pet rats

running loose around his house, was hauled off by

police so he

would not witness the extermination of his pets, a newspaper

reported Wednesday, says AFP.

The Winnipeg Sun quoted police officers as saying they
decided to take Michael S Chunmardo away when he tried to
stop exterminatdrs killing the rats.

But they were not arresting the man: they explained they
were simply taking him to a restaurant for breakfast so he

would not see his rodents killed.

The extermination order was made alter Schumardo was
forced by health authorities to leave his house which had been

declared unfit for human habitation.
The rats, deprived of the food Schumardo provided them,

then roamed neighbor’s houses looking for tidbits.

Israel1 minister
slates use of
undercover

squads

JERUSALEM, Aug 6: Educa-
tton Minister Shulamit Aloni
on Wednesday criticized the
use of undercover squads In
the occupied territories, say-
ing soldiers were being forced
to ‘swiltly issue death sen-
tences against Palestinians,

AP.

A right-wing lawmaker
called on Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin to fire the minis-
ter, who heads lsracl's left-
wing Meretz coalition, on
grounds she was undercutting

controversy
over the units designed to
seck oul leaders of the Pales-
tnian u in the occu-
pied West Bank and Gaza

Bush says he's better-suited

NEW YORK, Aug 8: Presi-
dent George Bush, claiming
America’'s moral compass has
gone awry, said on Wednesday
the president neceds to set a
moral tone for the nation and
he was better suited to do 1t
than democratic rival Bill Clin-
ton, reports Reuler.

Bush's speech on the need
o demonstirate moral leader-
ship came just two days alter
he sought to distance himselfl
from a campalgn statement
that resurrected charges of
marital infidelity against CHn-
ton.

"I look at this office that
you've entrusted with me as a
lot of things, as more than
managing economy, more
even than being Commander
Iin-Chief,” Bush told about
1,000 people atiending a con-
vention of the Knights of

| Columbus, a group of Catholic

ly men.

"I stake my claim to a sim
ple belief. The president
should try to set a moral tone
for this nation and all around
us we sce cvidence that Amer
ica’'s moral compass has gone
a b
Although stopping short ol
mentioning Clinton by name,
Bush drew cheers from the
crowd when he asked: "When
you're looking to restore
America’'s moral fibre, why buy
synthetic when you can get
100 per cent cotton”,

In an interview with USA
Today published on Wednes-
day, Bush said he disapproved

of an anti-Clinton statement is-

sued on Sunday by his cam-

paign’'s political director, Mary
Matalin, that mentioned possi-
ble “Bimbo Eruptions”.

“It looks like we're trying lo
interject sleze into the cam-

paign” said Bush, who had dis-
avowed the statement on
Monday.

Opinion polls show Bush [ar
behind Clinton in the Novem-
ber 3 presidential race but In
the USA Today interview Bush
said he was confident of win-
ning a second lerm.

"I fell very, very confident
about it. ... | like o take on the
odds. And let the big front-

runners coast along. We're go-
lnEll.u fight back and win,” he
the newspaper.

Bush attributed his defictt,
in part , to the [act that Clin-
ton has been “lll-defining” him
for six months.

“Stx months of attack, eon-
stant attack. And of course,
that's going to make a differ-
ence. Bul that's going to
change. I'm in this thing for
the next four years, and will be
here for the next four,” he

to set America'’s moral tone

I}cnpitc Bush's ﬂ.‘pl‘.‘ﬂlr_‘d
statements that he wants to
wage his campaign on the high
road, the timing of his claim to
be a moral leader seemed
clearly aimed at nurturing
doubts about Clinton's charac-
ter - an area where Republican
strategists believe the
Arkansas rnor is vulnera-
ble.

Besides allegations by a
former Arkansas state worker
that she had a 12-year afllair
with Clinton - charges he de-
nies - there have been ques-
tions about his efforts to avoid
military service during the
Vietnam war and his use of

The charges dogged Clin-
ton early this year and almost
drove him from the race for
the democratic nomination
but, for now at least, he seems

to have put those problems
behind him.

Bush, who officially be-
comes the Republican nomi-
nee for a second four-year
term at the party's August 17-
20 convention in Houston, has
begun stressing the theme of
"family values” in his campaign
appearances.

The térm has become a
catch phrase for Conservatives
and other Americans search-
ing for s to deal with such
social problems as crime and
drug abuse.

Speaking to the Catholic
audience, the president re-
newed his opposition to abor-
tion, calling it a “"national
tragedy” and he reminded del-
egates he has vetoed seven
pieces of legislation related to
abortion.

"l promise again today,
no matter whalt the political

price - and they tell me in this |

year that it's enormous - | am
going to do what ] think is
right,” he said.

“l am going to stand on my
conscience and let my con-
science be my guide when it
comes to matters of life,” he
said 1o cheers from the audi-
ence.

The Catholic church
poses abortion.

Bush opposes abortion un-
less It is necessary to save the
ife of the mother. He repeat-
edly has vetoed legislation that
would have allowed federal
funds to be used to pay for the
operation.

Clinton has said that a
woman should have the right
to decide whether she wants
an abortion and has called for
a national health insurance
plan that would include abor-
tions.

op-

China denies move

to hold talks
with Tibetans

BEWING, Aug 6 : China's fo-
reign minisiry denied today
that Beijing was planning to
hold high-level talks with T¥-
betan exiles over their deca-
des-old demand for inde-
pendence, Reports Reuter.

. "The report is groundless,”
a Foreign Ministry spokesman
said in response o a reporters
question.

Karma Gyatsho, a member
of the Tibetan parliament-in-
exle in India, said on Wednes-
day a team headed -
duj;rdrup brother :fml
spiritual leader, the Dalai
Lama, would visit China shortly
for "open-minded talks."

Dundrup was reported to
have paid a secrel visit teo
China in June fol a rare
official invitation from

China later denjed that
visit took place,



