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Saving a Dream

When an organisation in the United Nations
system gets into a financial mess or s accused of

mismanagement, no brows are raised— not
any more. However, when the UN body in ques-

tion harﬂnfm to be based in Tokyo, the capttal of

. Japan and the home of super-human
mq’. the news should hit the intermational
press in a big way. '

Unfortunately, whatever has been happening to
the United Nations Untversity (UNU) in Tokyo
has attracted much less attention of the interna-
tional community than it should. It is a pity. The
latest report from the Japanese capital says that
the UN Secretary General Butros-Butros Ghall
disclosed last week that the UNU which would be
$81 million in the red by the end of this year
would be forced to shut down unless it got a ma-
jor cash bailout.

The dismal situation facing the UNU is a com-
bination of circumstances over which the inter-
national community has had little control. The
idea of the University was originally advanced by
the then UN Secretary General, U Thant, in
1969, with the hope it would serve as a meeting
ground of first rate scholars for carrying oyt re-
search on international issues. The idea evoked
immediate response from the Japanese
Government which made a grant of $100 million
out of the proposed $500 million endowment
fund and provided the space in a rented building
iIn downtown Tokyo Now, on a plot of land do-
nated by Japan, a 14-sto structure has been

set up in a modern part of the city. .
Since the institution depends entirely on in-
terest generated by the endowment fund. in

stead ol on any grant from the United Nations or
contribution [rom UN members, it is important
that the Fund of $500 million is fully subscribed.
Unfortunately. it is not so. By July 30, around the
ttme when Dr Ghall made the grim disclosure
about the UNU's future, less than half of the es-
timated target had been reached, with many na-
tions, including the United States, taking a cool
view of their commitments.

The Interest of UN members in the Unitversity
may be rekindled if the objectives of the organi-
sation are redefined in the light of the new real-
ities. Even in its original plan, visualised by the
late U Thant, UNU was never meant to be a uni-
versity in the conventional sense. It was to be a
kind of a coordinating centre with links estab-
lished with research institutions in difTerent
parts of the world The need for such a centre
may well be greater today than it was two decades
ago. Maybe it is Lhis role that should be ex-
panded

Again, each UN specialised agency has its own
rescarch programme. If the UNU would take over
some of these research activities, it would
certainly lind plenty to do—and enough income
to meetl ils operaling expenses.

In the long run, 1t Is all a question of UNU
changing its focus. finding a new constituency
and identifving new partners, especially among
the Nﬂl’l-(;U‘r'f‘l'l']ﬂ"lt'ntilr Organisations (NGOs). In
this context. it is particularly itmportant for
scholars in Japan, who had once responded so

ositively to the idea of U Thant, to give a new
o0st to a dream instead of seeing it end In a
shambles.

Modernising ZIA

Statistics are quite tmpresstve. Our only inter-
national airport worth the name — Zia Interna-
tional Airport (ZIA) — handles 164 domestic and
165 international flights a week making for a to-
tal passengers of 35 lakhs yearly, But unfortu-
nately, while the statistics are impressive, the
service Is not — ask any passenger that uses ZIA
Yes. sometimes the luggage comes out on time:;
yes., occasionally the check-in facilities are not
one that makes a passenger go faint; and ves,
sometimes the waiting area at the arrival lounge
is quite clean. But as we have said — sometimes.
For most often passing through ZIA is an experi-
ence that one repeats only because one has to.

One wonders why airport tax, or the embarka-
tion fee is not collected by the afrline itsell while
checking-in — as is done in many airports. In-
stead one is forced to stand in queue twice.
There should also be a tax calculation chart pub-
licly exhibited so that a passenger could know
what Is the basis of the tax that is being de-
manded of him of her Charging higher taxes is
not too uncommon a phenomenon. There is a lot
to be said about our immigration officials. A
training programme on how to handle passen-
g:rs quickly and courteously {s long overdue.

body could perhaps gently suggest that the
relevant visa Is all that he/she needs to see. not
the whole passport book. About the Customs. the
less said, the better. Not knowing what s taxable
and what is not the passengers are left totally on
the mercy of the Customs officials. Here also a
clearly visible list of permissible items under

ge rules should be publicly exhibited.

n view of it all, it was heartening to learn
about the modernisation plans of ZIA. Plans have
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with the accompani-

ment of automatic
weapons dominate the cam-
uses of our universities. In
cl, the entire system of
higher education is in a sham
blea which has started affect
ing the high achools of the
country as well The solution
call for drastic measures In
order to forcibly get rid of all
the rowdy clements promoting
non -education in our country
Regardiesa of political afMilia
tlon, the organised system of
education must at all cost be
put in place. There s no alter-
native. We all know it. Gov-
ernment is fully aware of it Yet
there is no positive action so
lar.

And it is neither the first
time nor the present Govern:
ment alone. Back in 1974, n
may be recalled, Bangabandhu
announced that he would re
icase the “red horses” to stamp
out corruption and misman
agement. People kept on wail
ing anxiously The red horses
never appeared on the scene.

The agontzing similarity be-
tween the inactions of the first
and the present Governments
of Bangladesh s indeed very
striking. Strangely cnough,
Bangabandhu in the past had
suflered and Begum Zia at pre
sent is suflering from exactly
the same malady the self-in
Ticted trauma of indecision

HEN the UN-authoriz-

ed Gull War ended iIn

February 1991, the
United States described the
outcome as one of the mosi
significant diplomatic trium-
phs for the world ok

But nearly 16 months after
the controversial war, a UN
regional commission has con-
cluded that the “positive”
political effects of the US-led
attack on Iraq have been
outweighed by the negative
economic [allout for the entire
Middlc East.

Cataloguing the post-war
economic woes that continue
to plague the region, the exec-
ulive secretary of the UN Eco-
nomic and Soctal Commission
for Western Asfa (Escwa) said
in July. "The problems we are
lefl to confront dwarfl the posi
tive features that the cager ob-
server might wish to discern.”

Addressing the UN Eco
nomic and Social Council
(Ecosoc), Tayscer Abdel Jaber
said although a year had passed
since the Gulfl War, the Arab
Peninsula continues to “feel
the alter-shocks of the crisis
and war that tore through our
region.”

| Suffering the Se

Inaction or indecision are
like twin brothers or, 1o be
neutral, twin-persons.
are persisting in the
economy and running wild in
our socicty eversince 1970s.
The origin of the trauma can
be traced back to the inherent
nature of pelities that Nour-
ished in our country beginning
the 19508 Basically it con-
sisted of lar agitation to
realise the sic righis over
language and political repre-
senlation, ultimately leading 1o
the final struggle for indepen-
dence and ty. Unfor-
lunately, during the entire
span of the stretching
lor over two decades, the
aftermath of independence
was considered as only an
u vision — an automatic
realisation of Sonar Bangla
flowing with milk and honey. It
was (and still is) a simplistic
perception of the end without
any widespread notion of the
means necessary lo achieve
the aspirations.

Lack of Strategy

Post independent Bangla-
desh — what it would be like,
or whal development strategy
must be followed, very few had
any clear tdea aflecting the
vital concerns of the nation
Hardly any preparmatory work
was undertaken. It s sur-
prising but true that the
problems of abandoned indus-

" The war against lraq —
blcssed by the Security Council
and manipulated by Washing:
lon — was at the time hafled as
a success, primarily because it
deprived the territorial gains
of aggression (o a country that
invaded a militarily weak neig-
bour.

In a report to Ecosoc,
Escwa says: "Development
prospects have been severely
set back by the resulting mas-
sive destruction of economic
and social infrastructure in
Iraq and Kuwail, and by the
need to divert huge resources
to finance the war and
strenglhen defence capabili-
lics in several countries, and
by the disruption of Intra-re-
gional trade, capital and labour
flows.”

The United States alone
spent over USS61 billion on
the war, with the rest of the
money coming from Japan,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and other
Gull nations.

The report adds that the
economic outlook for the re-

If-inflicted

irtes and shortage of indige-
nous managemen! capacity in
various sectors in view of the
dominant role of the Pakistanis
could not be anticipated by
anyone before 1971, Plain and

simple, it was a struggle waged
with all the determination and

intensity but the prepara

work for the eventual mnm
of the government was inade-
quate. The overwhelming agi-
tational nature of politics pre-
cluded the posibilities of mak-
ing politics more meaningful

with the desired development

the reformist en-
acted hythl‘t.:tlu
programme of action for reju-
venation of the national econ-
omy.

in fact beyond achieving
Parlamentary . the
supreme legislative of
the Parliament have hardly
bunhuﬂﬂhhhﬂm
any reaching
in the viial fclds of poverty a1
leviation, untversal education
or health for all. inspite of be-
ing one of the poorest -
tries of the world. Ihtftf‘l:ll

WINDOW ON ASIA

o

1

bias. During his first public ad-
dress on the sofl of indepen-
dent h., Bangabandhu
did mention that we would
make Sonar Bangla "Switzer-
land of the East™. But the
strategy to do so was utt
lacking in January, 1972 m
20 years, It is still not there.
The saddes! commentary
howwever is that the same pat-
tern of agitational politics did
not only endure but have pre
valled ever since After two
decades of independence, the
incidents on the streets of
Dhaka determine the course of
pﬂlllirll dmlnpmrnl — nol

E:rh:mrnt-ry consensus (o
itle against poverty; neither
any concerted initiative is re-
motely visible to bring about
any such national consensus.
This is probably because mem-
bers of the Parllament both
from the Position and the Op-
ﬂilbn do not by any chance

into the unfortunate cate-
gory of the poorest

Polities of Agitation

Parllamentary democracy is

not an end in ftsell It s
merely the beginning of the
process. Only rules of the

West Asia : A Shell-Shocked

“
More than a year after the Gulf War, the
Arab peninsula is still reeling from its
massive economic effects, which have set
back development efforts. Thalif Deen of IPS
reports from New York.

@on will continue to be Infu-
cnced strongly — in 1992 and
lor scveral years to come — by

the conflict and its aftermath.

"Owing to the Persian Gulf
conllict, social conditions in
the Escwa region have under
gonc significant changes with
negative and [ar-reaching im-
plications for all countries that
arc expected to last for a long
timc, " the report adds.

The post-war economic
slatistics of the Middle East
presented o Ecosoc early July
paint a gloomy picture of the
region

According to Escwa esti-
matcs, the regions gross do-
mestic product (GDP) con-

1990 and by a further 4.9 per
cent in 1991, In overall termms,
the GDP went from US8$2902
billlon In 19808 10 USS267 bil.
llon In 1991 In per capita
terms, the drop was [(rom
USS$2.4085 n 1989 o
USS$2.063 in 1991,

Within the 1981 percent-
age, the GDP for the six mem-
bers of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) —' Oman,
Bahmain, Saudi Amabia, Kuwait,
Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates — (s estimated to
have declined by 0.6 per cent.

The GDP of non-Gull na-
tions such as Egypt. Iraq. Jor-
dan, Lebanon and Syria de-
clined by 13 per cent in 1990

Trauma of

tremely unfortunate 1

is rock-solid all throughout the
party system that have evolved
in the country. Perhaps a new
type of highly Innovative
"Parliamentary Technical As-

t it from. Our

racy must
grow from within — not with-

out.

Politics must, and | repeat
must, have an indigenous,
homegrown development bias.
The maich to be played and

While Iraq continues to suffer
from hyperinflation, Lebanon's
infllation rate for 1901 s est)-
mated at 50 per cent, with
Egypt and Yemen at over 20
per cent.

Escwa describes the debt
situation In Fgypt. Jerdan,
Yemen and Syria as “critical”.

Despite the debt (orgiveness of
1991, debt service continues
to deprive Egypt and Syrta of
"badly ed foreign ex-
change.” it says.

Escwa also points out that
the region’'s International
monectlary reserves dropped In
1990 — from US8$35.8 billion
to USS31.4 billion, with tndi-
cations of a further drop in
1991.

Jaber told Ecosoc that over
two milllon persons were
forced to leave the Gulf as a re-
sult of the crisis.

“The thinning out of aid
flows and the massive return
migration have served lo ac-
centuate Lhe wide disparitics

negative impact” of the war
was the high proportion of dis-
abled persons in relation to
the total population. He said fts
impact on Iraq's infrastructure
has been compounded by the
eflect of sanctions on its ex-
ternal trade, placing a heavy
burden on fts economy and
population.

But Jaber added that some
countries in the reglon were
making progress towards
countering the damage caused
by the crists. "One notes the
speed with whieh the ofl fires
were pul out in Kuwait and ex-
ports resumed.” he said.

"Moreover,” Jaber contin-
ued, “it is gratifying to sece the
vigour of -}':s.:z economy,
reflecting the increased busi-
ness conflidence and invest-
ment in the countries of the
GCC, in the hope it will offer a
new opportunity for re
cooperation in which other

tracted by 3.8 per tenl in  and 12.4 per cent in 199]1. in income that exist among Escwa countries may share.”

Malaysian Editors Take Second Look at Green Recruits

Harmony Francisca Cabie
writes from Kuala Lumpur

DEGREE in communi-
A cation apparently does

‘not a media practi-
tioner make, at least as far as
Malaysian editors are con-
cerned.

A recent study conducted in
Malaysia showed that graduates
ol communication courses do
not always get top priority in
the recruitment plans of media

- organisations in the country.

The survey found that exec-
ulives have reservations about
the graduates’ ability and skills
to handle a media job and
doubts about the young peo-
ple’'s intention to stay the
course. In fact, majority of
those surveyed claimed they
have ggreat difficulty finding
communication graduates who

could satisfactorily meet their

requirements.

Hall of those who re-
sponded to the survey admit-
ted that they recruited only
one to three communication
graduates a year. Almost half of
the editorial staff of the re-
spondents, about 40 per cent,
only have high school diplo-
mats. Communication gradu-
ates accounted for less Lﬁn.n 20
per cent of the editorial work-
force while holders of degrees
[rom other disciplines made
up the rest.

This situation stemmed
from the media executives'
impression that most com-
munication graduates are not

adequaltcly prepared for the

job.

Of those surveyed, 87.5 per
cent cited poor command of
English as the major short-
coming of the degree holders
while 75 per cent complained
about the lack of breadth and
depth of the graduates’ general
knowledge.

Half of the respondents
criticised the young media
persons’ lack of motivation and
commitment to jourmalism as.a
profession. They belicve many
graduates are only using the
mass media as a stepping
slone lo greener pastures such
as corporate public relations
work, Lhe ctvil service or poli-
tics.

The media exccutives said
the weaknesses they have
identified are interrelated.

For instance, poor com-
mand of English constraints
the graduates during cover-
ages of international events. It
also affects the quality of fea-
tures especially those that re-
quire research from sources in
English.

The media executives iden-
tified certain areas of study
that they felt communication
students should cover. Ranked
in order of importance, the ar-
cas are cconomics, political
scier.ce and world aflairs, soci-
ology, law and business and
management.

A number of respondents
also stressed the need to give

most communication graduates are not adequately

prepared for the job.

communication students “a
sound grounding in the ethics
of the (media) profession.”
The study, which was made
for the Institute Teknologi
Mara (ITM) and United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation
(UNCESCO), covered training
and education in the various
branches of communication —
journalism, broadcasting, pub-

lic relations and advertising.

Conducted by Datin Sharifah
Mariam Ghazali, principal lec-
turer of the ITM's School of
Mass Communication, it re-
cecived responses [rom eight
media executives represent-
ing the publication Utusan,
Star, Sunday Star, Malay Mail,
Berita Harlan, Daily Express,
Sabah, and Bernama, the ha-
tional news agency. Respon-
dents all held senior editorial
posilions.

The study found that while
all the media executives felt

communication trainees,
every one was r to have
the young people running

around their establishments.

Only 62.5 per cent would
offer practical training in
their organisations every
semester. One-fourth of the
respondents would prefer to
have the young people only
during semester breaks while
one would like to do so only
once in a while. |

Moreover, the decision to
accept students for attachment
would depend not only on
whether or not they could be
physically accommodated in
the organisation but also on
their predecessors’ perfor-
mance.

Many of the respondents
said the performance of stu-
dents during practical training
is a reflection of the
of the education given to them
at school.

When asked to identify per-
sonality and character traits
they felt communication grad-
uvates should have, the media
executives ranked highest mo-
tivation and thoroughness.

On a scale of one to ten, the
media executives rated gradu-
ates quite low no only in terms
of motivation and thorough-

ness but also with regard to
traits like aptitude and [air,
lime consciousness, coopera-
tion, creativity, etc. Graduates
did not get any ratings higher
than five from the respondents
for each of the traits listed.

The executives also proved
very sparing when asked 1o
comment on the overall per-
formance of communication
graduates. Majority — 62.5 per
cent — grudgingly described
the performance as "fair” and
only 35 per cent gave a
‘satisfactory” rating. None
would go so far as to say
"excellent.”

Most of the media execu-
tives — 75 per cent — would
require communication gradu-
ates to undergo further train-
ing — in the media organisas
tion itsell and at the national
press institute — upgrade the
young people’'s technical and

skills.

Bernama, Malaysia's national
news agency which has a con-
sultant lo conduct English
courses for {ts reporters, re-
quires communication gradu-
ates to attend the classes, too.

When asked for recommen-

dations on how to improve

communication traini the
media executives made fol-
lowing suggestions.

Impose more stringent
entry qualifications for incom-
ing students. Expose lecturers
to current media trends and

-

situations, especially to the
new technologies in new
duction. e

Institute a more realistic
orientation to the training of
students by requiring them to
take on actual assf and
working towards a deadline.
Encourage students to write
articles and features in
for possible publication in
NEwspapers.

Revive the practice of re-
cruiting experienced journal-
ists as part-time instructors.

The Malaysian study was
aimed at reviewing the curric-
ula of existing schools of com-
munication in the country and
to draw up recommendations
to improve and upgrade the
existing educa and train-
ing system in communications.

It looked into the various
course offe in communi-
cation at the different schools
and departments of communi-
cation and alternative short-

term training in post-
secondary professional
institutions.

Interviews and survey were
conducted with editorial and
related executives in media
organisations and a survey was

conducted among graduates of
various communication schools

to determine their assessment
of the relevance and adequacy
of the training they have re-
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been undertaken to introduce electric boarding
bridges, latest model radar and automatic mes-
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sage switching system, and yes, facilities for
drinking water, among other measures, o In-
crease passengcr safely and comfort. We would
also like to mmmeng the Civil Aviation and
Tourtsm Ministry, in charge of running the air-
port. for some improvements that they have been
able to bring about over the last several months.

We would ltke to, however, point out that facili-
ties or the lack of it, has not been the crux of the
problem at our only Intérnational aitrport. The
problem has been the maintenance of the facili-
ties through proper and an cfficient administra-
tion. It has been a common sight to see equip-
ments being neglected, facilities abused and
costly machinery reduced to malfunctioning lit-
eraily within days of installation. This requires, In
our opinion, a tighter administration especially
tearecrlnwarda maintenance.

There is also an obvious lack of forward plan-
ning in installing new systems and going in for
a:wnsbn of {acilities. on an ad-hoc basis.

¢ also welcome the decision to transform our
Chit airport into the second international
l.lrptlrafgl'mthc country. However, we would like to
suggest that unlike the Dhaka atrport which be-
came inadequate within a few years of its sett
up. the Chittagong airport should be planned so
as lo take not o the present needs into con-
sideration but also the future requirements of a
far ed business centre, which we hope
Chittagong will become in not too distant a future.

DU's sessions-jam

Sir, The principal educa-
tional scat an[!ungIndr:lh. the
Dhaka University, has been in
the grip of mantfold problems
— the scssions-jam being one
of the major problems. Many
factors cause scssfons-jam;
mismanagements and irregu-
larities of the authorites could
be cited as main contributing
factors. By “"mismanagement
and irregularities” | mean un-
necessary delay in examining
the answer-scripts, publishing
the results and commencing
the new-year classes, The
Economics Department of
Dhaka Untversity published the
results of the Honours Final
examinations of 1989 held in
October 1991 within four
weeks aflter the completion of
the examinations, whereas the
English Department took more
than six months to publish the
results ol the same examina-
tions. This anomaly very well
indicates the extent of the au-
thorities' indifference to the
problem of sessions-jam.

In the Arts, Social Science,

Law and Science facultics ex-
aminations are conducted con-
currently. As a result, while
from certain departments
where courses are nol com-
pleted, the demand for defer-
ment of examinations arises,
and simultaneously examina-
tions ol all those above facul-
ties are deferred. This ar-
rangement unnecessarily pus-
hes some academically ad-
vanced departments backward.

In the Commerce faculty,
examinations are conducted by
the respective departments.
This has greatly contributed to
the present advancement in
resolving sessions-jam in the
departments under Commerce
faculty.

At present a debate has
been rife in DU as to whether
to allow the other departments
to copduct their examinations
independently or not. It is
learnt that the authorities are
hesitant to allow this for the
fear that some backward de-
partments would be pushed
too far by this measure.

As a student of an advanced
department | feel that if the

departments are allowed to
conduct their examinations
independently, the controllers
of the examinations would get

more ime to ilry lo relrieve
those backward departments

from their present state of af-
fairs. In fact, this has been the
demand of the silent majority
of the DU students.

Md Abdur Rouf
Department of International
Relations, DU

Re tion

Sir, On 16th June, BBC in
its morning Hindl programme
referred Lo the ensuing visit of
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia to
Pakistan on 9th to 11th July
lor discussion of long standing
issues including that of two-

and-halfl lack non-locals’ repa- -

triation to Pakistan. This has
sparked a silver lining in the
dark horizon of the these non-
locals’ fate who are leading an
inhuman life in different
q:m!;_m since long 20 years.
solution of this humani-
tarian problem, in fact, shall be
an earmark in the history of
this country, particularly of

Bangladesh Nauonalist Party.
Of course solution of this {ssue
is a hard nut to crack as the
other government may en-
deavour its best to sidetrack
this issue on different pleas as
usual, though the Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan Nawaz Sharifl
promised that repatriation of
these non-locals would take
place in the [fiscal year of
1992, f.e. in June-July, '92.

| hope the Prime Minister
of Bangladesh will take a
courageous stand to solve this
humanitarian problem of these
stranded Pakistanis and get rid
of the burden telling heavily on
its poor economy. This will
also save the generation of
these non-locals from further
drgclu:rlthn.

Land ceiling
Sir, It mppears from a news
item of 20th July of your es-
teemed paper tl{ﬂ the gov-
ernment is actively consider-
ing a proposal for [ixing
landownership cefling in urban

areas. This is a good news for
98 ‘per cent of the people of
this country. The Land Com-
mission constituted by the Er-
shad regime submitied a ree-
ommendation for fixing a ceil-
ing of five katha [or any one
person in any municipal area
for residential purposes. |
think that was an impractica-
ble suggestion and that is why
the then government could not
implement it. In Pakistan days
DIT/CDA allotfed residential
plots in Dhaka and Chittagong
measuring up to one bigha of
land to many persons. A good
number of the allottees have
constructed house in the
middle of their land keeping
small strips vacant on the
sides. ng this in view and
the fact that if five katha is
fixed as cefling in any munici-
pal area, then a person can
have several such plots in sev-
cral municipalities, it is sug-
gested that a ceiling of one
bigha in aggregate may be fixed
for a person In one or more
number of municipalities. In

other words, a person not
pﬂlmmthlnnmmnn{

land for residential purposes
in the municipal areas of
Bangladesh. If he has, ., one
bigha in Dhaka, one b in
Chittagong and five katha in
Comilla then he many retain
one bigha in total either in one
or two or three places. i
Implementation of such a
law may not be difficult if, be-
fore the law is promulgated, all
the municipalities are com-
pclled to prepare list of land
holdings including vacant land
within their areas. Municipal
corporations may then com-
puterise this list. Even il there
are some cheating, sugch a leg-
islation will make a halt on ac-
quiring municipal land beyond
one bigha Exceptions may,
however, be provided for
property-developers, il they
sell their flats instead of hiring
out, and for private companies,
if they acquire land for con-
structing resfdential accem-
modation for thely employeces
following the practice with the
government, semi-government
and municipal bodies.
Ghulam Kabir
Juarshahara Bazar, Dhaka.



