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Blast leaves 7 hurt in Colombia: »

powerful car bomb exploded ncar a Colombian shopping
centre on Tuesday, Injuring seven people and wrecking

vehicles, two weeks aller feared drug

lord Pablo Escobar

jail, Reuter reports from Medellin.
explosion brought back indiscriminate violence to the

city of Medellin after 18 months of relative peace

and revived

fears of a bloody drug war which hit the city between 1989

and 198].

The bomb. planted in a white renault car, blew up just be-

centre and bank in the ex-

fore ncar a busy
clusive llin suburb of El Poblade.
The blast

10 cars, the police said. Scven people

six shops. broke windows and wrecked

were taken to hospital

for treatment of minor injuries. they said.

VOA

station in Kuwait soon:

The United States Information Agency on Tuesday announced
a deal with the government of Kuwait to build a Voice of
America Radio relay station there, Reuter reports from

Washington.

The agreement will allow the VOA, the US government's
inlermational radio broadcasting service, to expand broadcast-

ing to the Middle East.
“We have long

needed better broadcasting in the region,”

said USIA plans to build 11 medium wave and short wave
transmitters. Medium wave transmitters, which broadcast
over shorter distances than short wave oncs, will provide

service in Kuwait.
througho

Short waves will be used for service
ut the Middle East and central Asia as far as India

Kuwait has agreed to provide a construction site and scr
vices, such as electricity, the USIA said. In exchange. Kuwait
will be allowed use of the station for its own broadcasts.

USSalamnge

ay senl a letter to Chinese Premicr

four US Senators on

Li to free Bao: Forty-

Li Peng calling for the immediate release of Bao Tong a
ranking Chinese oflicial sentenced to prison for his role in
the 1989 pro-democracy movement, Reuter reports [rom

Washington.

"The sentence handed down against Bao after a mere six-
hour show trial s a MNagrant demonstration of the Chinesc
government's persistent denfal of international principles of

human rights”

said the letler,

which was initiated by

Democratic Scnator Edward Ke f

*We strongly urge you to rcicase

conditionally,” it said.

immediately and un-

Bao, a former top aide expelled Communist Party Secretary
General Zhao Ziyang. was accused in his trial of "counter-revo-
lutionary incitement.” He was sentenced to seven years in

prison on July 21.

Walker new US envoy to UN: presien:

George Dush on Tucsday named Edward Walker as assistanl

US Ambassador to the United Nations to replace

Alexandcr

Watson, who was recently appointed Ambassador to Brazil,

AFT reports from Washington.

The 52-year-old Walker had been Ambassador to the

United Arab Emirates for the past lwo years.
Walker served from 1988 to 1989 as Assistanl Secretary of
State for near Eastern and South Asian affairs and held several

other loreign service posts starting
The nomination must be confirmed by

in the late 1970s.
the Senale, Thomas

Mekering Is the current US Ambassador Lo Lhe Uniled

Natjons.

US stealth fighter crashes: a.r 1174

stealth fighter crushed anexploded in a remote area Tuesday
night, but the pilot ejected without serfous injury, authoritics

said, reports AP from La Luz.

The dirs 50 million radar-evading plane from Holloman Air

Force Base ncar Alamogordo

plowed into a vacant trailer in

eight milés (13 kilomelcrs) from the

the foothills abgut
desecrt base Mﬁb ‘Ht‘grc
Capt Bill Rellyea said.

930 pm (0330 GMT), state police

IUs our underslanding the plane caught fire before it

crashod,” Rellyca said.

The pilot apparently walked 1o a house nearby for help and
was laken to the base hospital, Rellyea said.

In a statement, the Air Force said the

jet was on a routine

training mission. Holloman is home to 56 sicalth fighters.

UNITED NATIONS, Aug S
The Security Ceouncil de-
manded that warring
parties in Boania open their
detention centres o inspec:
tion, amid reports that Serbs
were ftlorturing and killing
Croats and Slavic Muslims in
concentration camps. Reports
AP.

The council statement,
which came al the urging of
the United States. is not
binding under international
law. Warring factions in former
Yugoslav republics previously
have UN ceasc-fire
resolutions, which are sup-
posed to be legally binding

A group of Muslim nations,
led by Turkey, called the UN
statement inadequate and
urged the Security Council 1o
use force if necessary to gel
rchel supplies to Bosnians.
Britain and the United States

have opposed the usc of troops
in the former Yugoslav re-

Maj-Oen Lewis MacKenzie,

who led UN peacekeepers at

alrport, sald he had

received complaints from all

factions of concentration camp
alrocities.

He said the parties began
reporting the complaints about
five months ago, and Lthe pace
of the allcgations increased
about two months ago as the
Serbs “ethnic cleansing cam-
paign accelerated.

“The situation is getling
worse, not better,” MacKenzie
told reporters at the UN. He
called a mi solution im-
posed by outlside powers
“Monumentally difficult.”

Bosnian Muslims and Croats
claim Serbs run 45 econcentra-
tion camps holding at least
70,000 people. Serbs claim
about 40,000 of their people
are currently jafled in Mushm
and Croal camps.

The United States has

backed unsuccessful attempts
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NEW YORK: Mother TET{*EEI (R

Columbus
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"Gaudium Et

looks up at John

Cardinal O° Connor of the Archdiocese of New York
August 4. Mother Teresa received the Knights of

(Joy and Hope!
— AFP/UNB photo

Spes

International

Security Council demands
access to Bosnian camps

by the International
Commitiee of the Red Cross Lo
access to the Serb-run
camps. On N . the State
tment tor-
ture and killings in the camps.
Stale Department
Spokesman Richard Boucher
said, “we're opposed to the
detcntion of innocent people,
we're opposed Lo the Erdhlc
expulsion of people from their
homes.”
But the Bush administration
officials appeared Tuesday to
lay down the degree of
ge US offictals have
about the camps.
Thomas Niles, assistant
of state for Europe.
said the State Departmont
“eannot confirm thal these de-
tention facilities are being
used for systematic torture and

murder ol the people de-
tadned -~
Niles also told the House

Foreign Aflairs subcommitiee
on Ewuro and the Middle

East that the United States is

to use naval and air
power Lo held deliver humani-
tarian supplics. but is not pre-
pared to endorse broader in-
tervention.

A report by the UN ‘ High
Commissioner for Refugees

last week cited accounts of
guards at the Serb-run camp in
Omarska saying they would
"not waste bullets on thefr de-
tainees, who have no [ood wa-
ter or shelter and whe are
beaten twice a day.” It cited
one guard as'saying that pris-
oners would “starve like ani-
mals”.

Boucher said the United
Silates has no reports of atroci-
ifes in Muslim and Croat

camps.

The Unfted States has
backed unsuccessful attempis
by the Intermational
Commitiee of the Red Cross
to gain access to the Serbtan

camps.

' US urges S African

parties to resume
democracy talks

JOHANNESBURG, Aug 5

The United States on Tuesday

urged South African parties 1o
guickly resume democracy
lalks Lo save Lhe country from
crisis, rcports Reuter

US Assistant Secrctary of
State for Africa. Herman
Cohen, said Washington was
wlarmed by South Africa's
worsening economic situation
which could only recover afler
a political settlement was
reached

“That is why | lcel a rapid
return (o negotiations Is nec
cssary.” he told a news conlfer-
cnee atl the end of a two-day
visit which included talks with
President FW De Klerk and
African National Congress
(ANC) leader Nelson Mandela,

Mandela in June quit talks
on multi-racial constitution,
accusing the white minority
government ol clinging to
power and condoning lown-
ship vioclence which has killed

12,000 peaple since: 194,

The ANC has  sihce
lauached a campalgn of mass
strikcs and protests to press
for nujority rule

Cohen said Mandelas con-

corn aboul violence should be

taken seriously but {t should
not hold up democracy ncgo-

~ Israel rockets refugee
camp in Lebanon: 3 hurt

TYRE, Lebanon, Aug 5. Two
Isracli helicopter gunships at-
tacked a Palestinian refugee
camp near this south Lebanon
port city Wednesday, Injuring
three people, security sources
said, reports AP.

The helicopters fired 12
rockets at 11:20 AM (0820
GMT) at a base belonging to
the Syrian-backed Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine in the Rashidiych
camp, five kilometers (two
miles) south of Tyre, one
source said.

The source, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
the identity of the injured had
not been determined.

In Jerusalem, the Isracl
army command said all the at-
tacking aircrafl returned safely
o base.

The air strike was the scv-
enth In two weecks on sus-
pected Palestinian and Shiite

Muslim guerilla bases In South
Lebanon and lsrael’'s 29th this

By Lebanese police count,
37 people have ben killed and
94 Injured in lsracli air raids

so [ar this year.

The raid followed an
overnight clash between mili-
tiamen of the Isracli-allicd

South Lebanon Army and
unidentified infiltrators in
Isracl's sclf-styled ‘'security
zone.

One guerilla was killed and
an SLA militaman was injured
in the 45-minute fight about
18 kilometers (11 miles)
north of the Israeli border, se-
curity sources said.

They said a guerilla squad
tried to slip into the mostly
Christian Marjayoun area from
the predominantly Shiite
Muslim Rithan region at 10 PM
(1900 GMT) Tuesday.

SLA militiamen opened up
with machine gunlire, the
sources said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity.

They said the numbers and
afliliations of the infiltrators
had not been determined.

Marjayoun is inside the so-
called "security zone" Israel
carved out of South Lebanon to
shield its northern scltle-
ments from guerilla attacks.

mFormer NZ
PM dead

WELLINGION, Aug 5: For-
mer New Zealand Prime Mi-
nister Sir Robert Muldoon
died this moming Radio New
Zealand reported, said Reuter.

“That is the end of an era.”
Prime Minister Jim Bolger
sald on Radio New Zecaland.
“He'll be remembered as a very

strong, very vigorous politi-
clan "

Lanka deports
4 Thai women

COLOMBO, Aug 5: Sri Lanka
Is four Thal women,
one with AIDS virus, who
were arrested in a Colombo
Hotel Jast week for suspected
prostitution, PUIH;:u sources
said today, reports ter.

They will leave for Thailand
nn‘l'm.'l'h:m‘htr-t:
who the deportations
asked the women for their
clents’ names or mphonc
numbers, but they
had kept no

4 fundamentalists
arrested 1n
Algena

ALGIERS, Aug 5: Four
members of Abdel Kadcr
Chakendi's armed group were
arrested at Ain Delfa, 160
kilometres (99 miles) to the
west of Algiers, Algerian mili-
tary police said Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

Chakendi, the Leader of the
Armed Islamic Organisation
El-Kitab Wa El-Sunna Wa El-
Djamaa (The book, the
prophet's tradition and the
consensus) was arrested July

25 during a clash with military
police, together with Azzedine
Fudad, (19), who later died ol

Three other members of
the group were arresied on
July 26 and a further 10 on
July 27.

Anolher six Islamic funda-
mentalists were arresied at
Uled Yaich, in the Blida region

50 kilometres (31 miles) south

of Algiers, three in Oran, west
of Algiers, two in Biskra.

UN to launch new search for
Iraqi weapons material

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 5: A
new, 26-member UN inspec-
tion team is due in Irag on
Saturday to continue work on
uncovering Baghdad's clandes-
tine weapons programmes, the
United Nations said on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

It will be the first UN team
to enter the country since an-
other group conducted a [ruit-
less search of Baghdad's
Agriculture Mlnhl.r‘).: last week.
Iragqi Authorities had barred
inspectors from the building
for more than three wecks.

Ambassador Roll Ekeus, the
Swedish head of the UN spe-
cial commission charged with
scrapping Irag's weapons ol
mass destruction, declined to
say what installations would be
inspected or to fidentify the
UN experts, except to say they
could be led by a Russian,
Nikita Smidovich. -

“l cannot at this stage give
more indication about what fs
aimed at... it will be hopefully a
surprise for the Iragi side,” he
told a news conference.

"l can, however, say that we

intcnd to go to substantively
molivated sites that is we will
not carry out inspections for
the sake or inspection,”

The US officials would ex-
amine installations "where we
have reason to suspect that
prohibited material of signifi-
cance is stored or hidden.”

In April 1991 Gulf War UN
ccasefire resolution requires
the destruction of Irag's nu-
clear, chemical, biological and
ballistic missile stocks and [a-
cilities.

The recent standofl with
Iraq ended after members of
the United States-led alliance
threatened to use force, and
UN officials agreed that none
of the team sent into the agri-
culture ministry building
would be nationals of countries
which fought against Iraq.

No wcapons-rclated mate-
rial was found and UN oflicials
said they thought any contra-
band had been remotved during
the stand-oll.

Ekcus, who appeared al the
news conference with the

head of the leam which car-
ried out that delayed inspec-
tlon, Achim Biermann of
Germany, said the Sccurily
Couhcil was “somewhat slow”
in reacting to Iragq's rcbulfl,
which included attacks on the
inspectors.

He said he told Iragi Decpuly
Prime Minister Tarcq Aziz last
wcek that “there will be very
swift reaction if there is any
tendency to block us this
time.”

Aziz gave an undcrtaking
that “from now on iraq
would like 1o sec a new chap-
ter in relations between lraqg
and the (UN) special commis-
sion.”

Iraq had "learned a very se-
rious lesson, that this was a
very close call, last time,”
Ekeus said.

it was still refusing lo pro-
vide information about forcign
suppliers who aided its
WCAPONS Programmeces.

"We do not accept this as a
valid argument. We will indeed
continue the search for such
information,” he added.

WASHINGTON, Aug 65:
Senior [Bush administration of-
ficials will mount a major Aght
against steps by Congress Lo
halt US nuclear tests for up to
a year and to ban testing after
Scptember 1996, the defence
department said on Tuesday,
reports Reuter.

"The Secretary
and the Secretary of Energy
and the National Security
Adviser would recommend a
veto of this legislation” by
President George Bush if it
passcs Congress, defence de-
partment spokesman Pele
Williams told reporters.

The denate on Monda
night approved a nine-mont
moratorfum on testing through
next June and a ban on all fur-
ther US tests by the end of
September 1996,

The house of rcprescnta-

tives last month passcd a nine-
year moratorium but no final

of Defence

"US officials against
N-moratorium

ban on testing. The two cham-
bers must now rcach agrec-
menl on a compromise.

But Williams said Dclence
Secretary Dick Chency Is de-
termined to fight any tempo-
fhry moratorium or final ban
on US testing and would be
joined by Energy Sccrelary
James Watkins and While
House National- Securily
Adviser Brent Scowcroll.

The energy department
oversces the US nuclear test-
ing programme under the
Nevada desert and is respon-
sible for the testing budget.

Cheney stiressed in a
Monday letlter to secnale
Democratic leader George
Mitchell of Maine that the
United States necded a mini-
mum number of annual lests o
ensure the safety and reliability
of ils nuclear stockpile. The
scnate vote of 68-26 in lavour
of the legislation.

h
!

tiations.

"While the vioclence gues
tiorn should not hold the nego-
tiations process hostage it
must be addresaed ”

UN envoy Cyrus Vance lasi
week ended a fact-finding visit
to South Afrnca and UN ob-
servers are currently in the
country monitoring a two-day
gcneral strike.

Cohen said the United
States supported international
efforts but did not want Lo Lake
a more active role itscll or
support the ANCs call lor a
pcacekeeping force

Floods kill
48 in China
HONG KONG, Aug 5: Floods

in the southwestern Chinese
provinece of Sichuan have killed

| 48 people and 29 are still

missing, the Beijing-controlled
China news service said today,
Reuter.

Storms from July 22-29 hit

four countrics in the north of
Sichuan where about 60 per
cent of farmers sufllered heavy
losses. Economic damage was
put at 20 million yuan (3.7
million dollars).

UK expert dies
at Thai airbus
crash site

KATHMANDU, Aug 5: A
British test pilot of Airbus
Industrie died of altitude sick-
ncss while investigating a Thai
Airways crash in the Himalayas
that killed 113 people, a gov-
ernment official said
Wednesday, reports AP.

The pilot led an eight-
member team to the crash site
Tuesday to begin an interna-
tional probc into Friday's crash

of the Airbus a 310-300, the
official said. The report also

was carried by the official state
radio.

In Toulouse, France, Airbus
Industrie identified the pilot
as Gordon Corps,. 63. He had
worked for the European con-
sortium since 1982, said Sean
Lee, a com spokesman.

The Nepalese official said
Corps collapsed [rom high-alti-
tude sickness at 11,500 [eet
(3,500 metres) on the
Talkuassir mountain. Corps
died while being brought down
to the camp where the salvage
opcration was based, said the
official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity. The hotel in
Kathmandu where Corps was
staying said the British
Embassy took’away his belong-
ings Tucsday evening.

Oversized Olympic-style
gold medal for Bush

George Bush an oversized Olympic-style
declaring him the “heavy-weight champion™ of the world, re-

WASH
dent

ports AFP.

symbol of his batties with the
democratic-controlled
legislature.

Bush went to the Senate
Tuesday to try to raise the
morale of Republican
lawmakers who are worried
about the president's
plunging approval ratings iIn
the polls. He said the talks
were “very, very positive”

sent Presi-
gold medal

The president added that he did not believe reporis that
as many as a third of the party's senators may pass up the Re-
publican convention in Houston this month which will nomi-
nate bush as the party's candidate in the November presiden-

tial election

‘1 don't know that that's true at all.” sajd Bush.

She sues channel 13 for
invading her privacy

SANTIAGO : The daughter of former East German leader
Erich Honecker 1s suing two Chilean tejevision stations for

invading her privacy, a radio station said on Tuesday. reports

Reuter

A lawyer for Sonya Honecker told radio

tive she

coopera
woulld ask a court today to take sieps against channel 13 and
megavision and to ensure the privacy and safety of Sonya's

family
The la

wyer told Chile's largest radio news network that

the two television stations has besieged Sonya's house alter
her mother, Margot Honecker, arrived there and had over-

stepped all limits.
Margot Honecker, who s

pent more than seven months

holed up In Chile’s Moscow embassy with her husband to

avoid him facing trial in Berlin for manslaughter of people
fleeing the Communist state, flew into Chile as an ordinary

tourist on Friday

A government minister said Chile would be willing to grant

her permanent residency

if she asked for it

Margot Honecker's decision to leave her husband and fly to
Chile sent local and international television channels scram-

bling for pictures of the woman known in East Germany as

“"the witch”

Her car dodged journalists in a high-speed chase from the

airport. Sonya s house in a leafy res

tial suburb has been

under siege by photographers and reporters.

Industry

sources said the two channels were singled out

for legal action after one forced her driver to swerve violently

on the road from the air
arm o film inside the

rt and another used a hydraulic
en of Sonya's house,

‘Honecker's daughter married a Chilean who was in exile

Free sex show
makes them crazy

in East Beriin.

SYDNEY : Traflic stopped

and hundreds of

people gathered

in central Sydney late on Tuesday when a huge rooftop adver-
tising screen started showing pornographic movies, reports

Reuter
PPulice arrtved quickly
mimiles o

"Well | think I've seen

on Lthe scene but i togk them 90
: to ghut down the free sex show because the door to a
roof elevator was locked ‘a police s

kesman said today.
ing now,” sald a shocked

Tessa Kompara who had come into town for dinner with her

daughter,

Also revealed on the eight meire {yard) high by seven me-
tre (yard) wide screen were the culprits. A repeated message

disclosed that it was a university stydent prank.

Russia wants be;:ter

ties with Asia

MOSCOW, Aug 5: Russian
Foreign Minister Andrei
Kozyrev on Tuesday called for
improved diplomatic, relations
with Asia and especially Japan,
the Moscow daily Trud re-
ported, reports AFP.

Supporting stable relations
with Japan and South Korea in
particular, Kozyrev said, "it is
time to give new momentum
to our foreign alffairs policy.”

The minister warned that
"certain forces (in Russia) do
not accept the new [oreign af-
fairs policy and want to take
the country back to the level of
a besieged fortress.

"They are afraid of the out-
side world, do not believe in
their own strength and want to

persuade the people of their

inferiority,” he added.

Russian conservatives have
criticised Kozyrev for his will-
ingness to negotiate with
Japan over the disputed Kuril
Islands in the Pacilic.

The islands were seized by
the Soviet Union at the end of
World War 1.

The minister has also re-

KATHMANDU: The remains of Nepalese Communist Party activist Prakash Raj Kafle are
covered in garlands before the funeral procession August 4 near Kathmandu airport. Kafle

was one of the 113
route from Bangkok to the Ne

ese capital.

people who shed in last week's crash of a Thai Airbus which was en

— AFP/UNB photo

ceived criticism for supporting
United Nations sanctions
against Yugoslavia.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin will make concrete
proposals to settle the Kuril
dispute with Japan when he
visits Tokyo in September,
Moscow announced Tuesday.

The Russian [oreign min-
istry said it was ready (o dis-
cuss a 1956 Japan-Sovict joint
declaration which calls for the

return of Habomai and
Shikotan — two of the four
disputed islands. "Seventy

years of Sovict power have
transformed Russia into an un-
der-developed country,”

Kozyrev concluded.

Iran denies
Wiesenthal |
Centre report

LOS ANGELES, Aug 5: Iran
on Tuesday denied a report by
the Los Angeles-based Simon
Wiesenthal Centre that it has a

nuclear weapons development

gramme, reports Reuter.
Fm‘l'uttgorbtlbr dc-nym:hll

Iran has any sort of plans for
producing atomic bombs. All of
our research in nuclear tec¢h-
nology uliust peaceful.” lran's
ambassador to the United
Nations, Kamal Kharrazi, said.

"l believe these storics are
basically fabricated by Israel,”
Kharrazi told Reuters.

The Wiesenthal Centre re-
port said lran, Syria and Libya
are using technolo and
equipment supplied ggy the
western firms to develop nu-
clear, chemical and biological
weapons and ballistic missiles.
The report's author, Kenneth
Timmerman, said on Monday
that Iran could have nuclear
arms within five years.

The Centre is a not-for-
rofit group devoted to Nazi

locaust studies and human
rights and Jewish causes.

Kharrazi said Iran's re-
search centres arc open to the
international atomic energy
agency for inspection.

“They are welcome to visit
Iran anytime that they are in-
terested. We don't have any-
thing secret, and all of our
programmes are transparent,”
Kharrazi said.




