‘Dhaka, Thursday, August 6, 1992

This Madness Must End

The Nazi-style terror has been unleashed
against the people of Bosnla. Reports just pub-
lished in the international press talk about
"ethnic cleansing” in areas marked out by ruth-
less Serbian forces. from where over two million

ple. mostly Muslims and Croats, have been

to leave their homes. Before they leave,

usually at gunpoint, they are made (o sign papers

saying that they abandoned their homes and pos-

sessions voluntarily, so writes The Washington
Post In an editorial on Tuesday.

So much of what is happening in the strife-
torn is reminiscent of what history knows
as the "Minal solution” imposed on the Jews by
Hitler's Germany, except, lu , there are no
reports yet of extermination people In gas
chambers. However, villagers, mostly Muslims,
who have been forced out of their homes have
been sent out to neighbouring Germany or Austria
in sealed bax cars, spending up to four days in
crowded train compartments without food and
sanitation facilities, just as it happened during
the Nazi terror. In the process, 75.000 civilians
are trapped in one town alone. They have been
sending out frantic messages to the outside
world asking for military help and humanitarian
assistance. They are not asking for evacuation be-
cause they know that once they leave the town,
they will not be back there agatn.

What is this madness about? There is little
doubt that Serbian leaders want to expel all non-
Serbs — Muslims and Croats, constituting 44 per
cent and 13 per cent respectively in pre-war
Bosnia — from the troubled republic and bring in
members of their own ethnic group from other
areas. The whole thinking is utterly barbaric.
What the Serblan leaders should remember is
that under the so-called much-hated socialism of
Marshal Tito, all the different ethnic groups, be-
longing to different religions, lived in peace and
reasonable harmony. These groups, now victimis-
ed by Serbs, may #Well regret the end of socialism.

The situation is intolerable. But there are ways
of bringing it under control, indeed of ending
this madness. Many liberal experts in the United
States who do not see the situation in Christian
Serbs versus Bosnian Muslim terms but, rightly
so, as the persecution of a section of suflering
humanity, believe that the Bush administration
would have moved in with a limited show of
strength if Bosnia, like Kuwait, had oil. In this re-
spect, the Democrat nominee Bill Clinton is right
in asking the United Nations to tighten the
blockade against Serbia, to authorise air strikes
against those who attack relief convoys and, fi-
nally, to charge the Serbian leader, Slobodan
Milosevic ander international law with "crimes
against humanity.”

The irony s that the United Nations, especially
its Security Council, seemm unable to act firmly
and decistvely. The continuing in-fighting be-
tween the Secrelary-General Butros Butros Ghali
and members of the Council has drastically re-
duced the effectiveness of the world body at a
time when Bosnia, Somalia, Ethiopia and so many
other trouble spots are crying out for help. Ob-
viously, as it happens in this kind of internal feu-
ds, both sides — Dr Ghali and leading members of
the Security Council — have committed their sha-
re of mistakes. We do not doubt their commit-
ment to peace or to the ideals of the United
Nations. but we wonder if, caught in their own
power struggles and ego-building exercises, they
have not lost their perspective — and their own
credibility at a crucial moment in our history.

A Boost for Asian Sports

As the row over the declaration of Moroccan
runner Khalid Skah as the 10,000 metres
Olympics gold medalist continues in Barcelona
setting two African nations against each other,
Asia is quietly going about its business of achiev-
ing more glories. At the time Skah was awarded
gold, taken it away from him for agonising long
twelve hours and then given it back again, a Chi-
nese woman volleyball player was also banned for
testing positive for illegal drug taking. But Wu
Dan’'s disqualification has been taken more or less
in good grace, for the traditional drug she took
rather unwittingly has not given rise to any con-
troversies. The important thing is that this small
blemish did not deter the Chinese or for that
matter any other emerging Asian sports power
from collecting more medals —f{or some the first
time ever — on day 10 of the Olympics games.

Eversince Japan ceased to bask in Olympics
glory, Asia has always seemed to be a lost case.
But the gradual rise of China and South Korea, as
sports power to reckon with, has more than
compensated for the loss. China's monopoly in
some games has never so seriously been chal-
lenged. Then came Korea on the scene and to-

er they have been coming ever stronger. Now
Indonesia has joined in the race for medals. One
will not be surprised if this Olympics has been
marked for the most satisfying results for the
Aslan nations so far. The remaining three days of
the games may still give the Asians opportunities
to stretch the run of success.

This comparative better performance by the
Asian athletes is no fluke. Indeed, the nations of
Asia now amongst the medals have set themselves
the arduous tasks of going to the top through rig-
orous training and painstaking preparations. Ko-
rean archers, Chinese divers and swimmers and
the badminton players from these two nations
along with Indonesia prove the point. But the
feats of these nations could not be emulated by
other Asian nations. The performance of the sub-
continent is simply deplorable. Once unrivalled
hockey power, India has confirmed its
lacklustre performance its fading away into obliv-
jon. Pakistan still keeps the hope alive (by the
time this leader is published Pakistan's fate has
been decided whether it will be in contention for
a medal). For the huge size of population of this
subcontinent, this is a true reflection of the qual-
ity of life here. We must look forward to improv-
ing this situation if we really intend to earn some
respectability — both on and off the field. -

Che Duily Star -

Promoting Accountability

HE more power f»

in n-:b? the greater s

t need lor sa ng
: power

vested in public represen-
tatives now Is and will
surcly become gremter. Conse-
quently, the gquestion ol
accountability becomes a cen-
tral one. Thus every delegation

ol power to an agent must be
accompanied by a correspond
ing degree of accountability

Allegations are there that

bureauc in Bangladesh is
plﬂmdm corruption rami
the entire administrative

machinery, corruplion seems
lo be institutionalised, and an
accepled order of the day. Si
multancously atlempts were
made Lo assert the preponder-
ance of the political leadership
in nation-building and socio-
economic activities. Paradoxi-
cally, at the regional levels,
mental bodies for the
lopment of different areas
ol the country, the burcaucrats
manning important positions
in them, are being replaced by
ministers and members of the
parliament.
Very recently we have

stepped into and envisaged
democracy — a government by
the pecople, of the and
lor the people. Here, in owr
socio-economic background,
this democracy is nol some-
thing which can be taught. It
grows [rom within people and
institutions. That is why it is so
varied and sometimes clusive,
If it is within our culture, it
will come out through our In-
stitutions. Liberal society and
equal rights have to be seen
and established. Bult in a soci-
cly where culture {s synony
mous with money and value is
symbolic of falsehood, how
does one think of the fruits of
democratic spirit getling
spawned in the psyche of our
people and politicians? Here
politics becomes a shortcut to
fortune. The same is the casc
with some bureaucrats. It is
now acknowledged by all and
sundry that accountability must
be established both for politi

HE government-[unded

I Australian Broadcasting
Corporatton (ABC) indi
caled in April that they are

planning a satellite television

scrvice for the Asta-Pacific
region to be beamed from
Australia. The Assistanl

Managing Director of the ABC,
Malcolm Long, said Lhat it will
beam the best of Australian
television to the region and
will not be a government
propaganda service.

This announcement was
made at the same time as two
controversial Australian-made
feature-documentaries on Asia
were released here and just a
few weeks after ABC-TV's
leading current affairs pro-
gramme ‘Four Corners had
broadcast an extremely one-
sided report on the AIDS
threat in Thailand.

In recent years many aca-
demics. media researchers
and cthnic community repre-
sentatives have criticised both
the ABC and its sister ‘'multi-
cullural’ broadcaster SBS-TV
for not responding well
enough to the cultural diversity
ol today's Australia and the
country's regional realities.
Both these organisations have
been criticised for their Anglo-
centric news values and the
appoinument of token non-An-
glo news presenters.

A good example of ABC's
Anglo-centric bias was exposed
by their recent report on Thai-
land. 'Four Corners’ introduced
it thus: 'Up to a quarter of a
million Australian tourists visit

Thailand cach year. Many are-

men  cager to sample
Bangkok's bars and brothels.
These pleasure "seekers now
risk a death sentence. Al least
a dozen Australian men have
returmed from sex lours carry-
ing the deadly HIV virus. Some
to infect partners at home.”
Then it went on to say that
by the end of the decade, four
million Thais are expected to
carry the AIDS virus and il the
Thai authorities don’t take

desperate measures to lmit 1t,
this is set to become ‘our re-

address.

Remittance from
abroad

Sir. One wonders why all
wage carners of Bangladesh do
not send their earnings to the
country throu bank-
ing chnml tﬁ:m using
the unscrupulous 'hundf' chan-
nel. We read in newspapers
from time to time that a E"c
chunk of our wage earners’
saving abroad is lost lo the
country's foreign exchange
reserve due to these 'hundf’
opecrators.

| got an explanation Lhe
other day. A relative of mine

concentrated In one point

Responsibility is the job one is doing;
results of assigned job. Accoun
and criteria to be met.

g, acco-untability is answerability for achieving
-tability presupposes® performa-nce, séandards to be achieved

clans and bureaucrats, because
when accountabitlity is en-
sured, it is possible to put a
restraining hand on corrup-
tion, arbitrariness, favouritism
and discrimination,
healthy environment for devel-
opment can be created.

It is remarked that ae-
countability of administrators
and public representatives at
different levels 1s in a diluted,
diffused and fuzzy state. It is
not fully clear who is account-
able yp whom and how the re-
sults of development activities
are 1o be measured. But when
one goes Lo solve the
of accountability, one has to be
conceptually clear what

‘accountability actually means.

Accountability is an ethni-
cally silent but intellectually
fuzzy phenomenon and there-
fore an attempt should be
made to define the concept
clearly. Because accountability
is still a vague nation, i1 is nec-
essary o decipher the mean
ings and ramifications of this
clusive concept and to prove
that it is not just a fad .

We may recall the state-
ment made by the Finance
Minister of Bangladesh in
1991, in his budget = h,
about the need for a
“transparent and accountable
government”. There are also
suggestions in the speech that
in order 1o make politics and
democracy corruption-free,
the governmen! has o be
made transparent and ac
countable to the people of the
clectorate. Conceptually, poli
lics is the source ol policics
and burcaucracy is the institu-
tional mechanism by which
given policies are imple-
mented. Today bureaucracy has
to be people-oriented f goals
of development are to be
achieved. In fact, a compre-
hensible, transparent and

gion s greatest challenge since
the Victnam war,

The report starts with 1y
ages ol an Amernican Chrisuan
priest lrying to help AIDS in-
fecterd Bangkok slum dwellers.
And mos!t of the rest of the 45-
minute report is devoted lo-
wards pursuing the argument
that, even though therc's a
perception that Australlan and
Western rhen are responsible
for the burgeoning sex trade,
it's the Thai men who make up'
the bulk of the customers and
help to spread the discase.

As usual, white Australian
and Western 'experts’ are in-
terviewed for their opinions on
the subject and all the inter-
views with Thai people were
edited in such a way that they
confirm the reporter Neil
Merzer's line. The longest grab
given was to a Thai feminisi
who said that women arc ex-
ploited and abused by Thai
men and ‘'we live tn a part of
the world where men can do

. Merzer then says to
her that women in the West
will not tolerate it.

“The Good Woman of

k' was onc of the two
fillms recently released here
which deal with Asia. Produced
and directed by Dennis
O'Rourke with the help of the
government-funded Australia
Film Commission [AFC)'s Doc-
umentary Fellowship scheme,
it is a fictionalised rendition of
the life of a Bangkok [cmale
prostitute.

Going to Bangkok after the
brecak-up of his marriage to a
Papua New Guinecan woman,
O'Rourke spent nine months
filming hours of foot in a
Bangkok hotel room with a
Thai prostitute named Oai. In
numerous media interviews,
O'Rourke has been asked why
he didn't do it In Sydney's
Kings Cross; his answer basi-
cally has been that he wanted
the cross-line of culture. ‘It has
to be First World, Third World,
of brown and white, rich and
poor,’ he told one interviewer.

‘The Good Woman of

Letters for publication in these columns should
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

living and earning abroad sent
a draflt to deposit in his for-
cign currency account with the
Sonali Bank foreign exchange
branch at Dilkusha. It took lots
of asking (for a newcomer

there Is no sign or directive)
to reach the right person who
had anything to do with the
receiving of the draflt. But it
was only the beginning ol my
travail. As per the strict rules
imposed (reportedly measures
against pilferage) the draft |
presented could not be re-
cetved. It had only the name of
the benefliciary on the (ace and

on the reverse there was no

« the

competent burcaucracy is

by the government in
order 1o establish a just and
equitable social order.

Whatever may be the pre-
sent level of consciousness of

le, Bangladesh nceds
a dmﬁ:pmtnt—nntntnd bu-
reaucracy as an | t
nation; the tradi Webe-
rian model of administration
which was practised so long
seems o be otiose in the pre-
sent context. One of the rea-
sons is that the traditional
model favoured practiee of
anonymity and secrecy in the
process ol administration.
There is nothing wrong with
the ingredient of impersonalit
which prevents f-vuunu-nr
and nepotism at various levels
of the government. But are
anonymity and secrecy essen-
tial?

As the clectorate and the
lax-payers the right to know'
is the first privilege the people
should enjoy. An anohymous
bureaucracy keeps people In
people have a right to know
'who is doing what' and ‘for
whom'. If a member of the
public is rewarded, it should
be made cleat why he s
rewarded and Il anybody Is
penalised, it should be
clarified why he is penalised.
This is one kind of
lransparency in burecaucracy.
The reverse situation (s ma
nipulation

Mantpulation is the act of
controlling people withoul
their knowing it. Manipulation
is closely linked 1o hypocrisy:
it is like saying yes when we
mean no. When manfpulation
is In practice, lransparcncy
automatically disappcars. Ma-
nipulation breeds corruption,
whercas Lransparency prevents
it. An honest burcaucrat prac
lises lransparency in order to
unmask what is 1n reality. For

him,. 0 be transparent is to be
authentic: he speaks in a lan-
guage which is transparent.
Transparency is a positive ap-
proach to problem-solving. in
this approach, the bureaucrats,
politiclans and the beneficiary
share the concern for solving a
particular problem. When
trans is practised, no
mist of confusion or misunder-
standing prevails. There is lit-
tle scope for friction or con-
frontation.

A transparent bureaucracy
provilles an open and compre-
hensible decision process
This is possiblc when adminis-
trative system is decentralised
to the peripheral areas and
participation of the people in
the decision making proccss s
ensured. A centralised Webe
rian model or Kalkacsque pro-
cedure cannol ensure it In a
creative Weberian model, an
important decision that con-
cerns the lives of the people
scems to hang in balance, yet
they cannot know what is rele-
vant to the decision, who will
make It or, In the extreme
casc, what precisely the dect
sion is about In an administra-
tive asystem where trans-

parency is practised, people
arc able to get involved in the
planning that concerns their
Hives and their problems. Peo-
ple do not feel alienated; they
are adequately informed of the
issues o be decided and of the
cvidence thal s relevant to
those issucs. A decentralisced
admintstralive structure cre
ales In the people a sense of
belonging, a sense of identity
which inspires them to con
tribute to the development ac
Uivity

Democracy and trans
parency scem o be linked to
cach other Democracy implics
sharing of views or opintons on
particular issue. A transparent
administrattion which thrives

Kalinga Seneviratne writes from Sydney

Plans by the government-funded Australian
Broadcasting Corporation to beam Australian
TV programmes to Asia have raised eyebrows
in the light of the insensitivity shown by recent
Au_stmﬁan films and TV programmes towards

Asia.

icised in Australian academic
circles for being both racist
and sexist. O'Rourke has dis
missed these criticisms, argu-
ing that it's a documentary
fiction Lrying to analyse human
sexuality.

Sociclogist Dr Jeannie
Martin, Head of the Depart-
ment of Image and Text at the
Sydney University of Technol-
ogy. argues Lhat this film is a
good cxample of how a male
agent of a one-time colonial
power [(Anglo-Cellic) reassert
their privileged position by an
aggressive intervention on be-
hall of a one-time colonised
(Third World) woman.

‘Wittingly or not "The Good
Woman of Bangkok™ is almost a
text book example of this pro
cess right down to the exclu-
sion of the post-colonial male,
observes Dr Martin. "What
struck me first was not the
treatment of women, but the
trcatment ol men, particularly
the radical absence of Thai
men.

Thai men given a verbal
presence in the film are a
pimp and a blind beggar,” says
Dr Martin. ‘Apart from these,
the other Thai men who ap-
pear in the film are Oais ex-
husband and her dead father,
who are featured as disembod-
icd catalogues of sins and

fajlings endlessly refterated

through the text.’

Dr Martin compares them
with the images of Western
men in the film, 'who are pre-
sented as racist, sexist, driven
by aggressive, drunken sexual-
ity or they are disembodied
knights or the solitary hecro
like the [ilm maker, commit-
ted to the salvation of the

signature of the account
holder. After a very long dis-
cussfon it was resolved that
the draft would be received for
collection but Lhe amount
credited aflter the account
holder sent a letter to the
bank establtshing the proper
identity. | was then redirected
to another floor to get the ac-
count number and the name
corrclated. Al least | under-
stood that. The person lo
whom | came raised the old
point again. | refused to dis-
cuss a settled i{ssue and re-
quested him only to ascertain
that the account number re-
lated to the particular name.
He pointed to a vacant desk
and asked me to wait there.
The lady rc;gnnllhl: for the
verification job appeared to do

“ time job as she was
or:?hus:;ll her desk on that
and several other occasions.
Eventually | managed to de-
posit the draflt and obtain the
receipt. The maze of proce-

fallen maidens (whores), dis-
tributing largcase and moral
education .

The [film ends with
O Rourke buying a rice farm for
Oai (presumably with AFC
mnn-.-ﬁ]. only to return a few
months later and find her
working in the Bangkok
brothel again. The post-colo-
nial missionary zeal with which
Anglo-Australian film makers
and journalists go about inter-
preting Asian culture and soci-
ety was perhaps well refllected
in a comment O'Rourke made
on ABC Radio recently about
Thai Buddhist culture.

'Faith, in the Thai Buddhist
concept, has a much more
complex meaning than it does
her,” he said. ‘She [Oai) was
born a woman — bad karma.
She was born blind in one eye
— worse karma. She married
against her will and the hus-
band left when she was preg-
nant. She was sent off (to
Bangkok) to pay off her father's
gambling debts. He died, but
she still reverse him as a man
like the Buddha. She wants to
do good karma for a better life
next time.’

‘I don't agree with these
values. The patriarchal values
that are enshrined in the reli-
gion in the land of smiles is
sort of like the Catholic
Church in the 12th century in
terms ol its horror — lowards
women in this regard,’ he con-
cludes.

The other film which cre-
ated controversy in Australia
recently was 'Turtle Beach’,
produced by another leading
Australian film maker Matt
Carrol. Even the Australian
government was worricd about

on a democratic culture allows
people to know the goals,
plans, idcas of the government
and also the changes that #t is
:mkwhﬂ?hlﬂ“h’
the benefit of the people.

The present nt
scems o be m
a transition from one configu-
ration to another; that means,
it is making efforts to make
bureaucracy tramsparent and
accountable to politics. This is
of course a noble wish. This
will help in prevent wasie,
fraud and abuse In h al-
most all the previous .
ments indulged. Thus Hpc:r:c
salely said that in the present
context of Bangladesh democ-
racy and accountability are not
only interlinked to each other

but interdependent also.

Interference by politiclans
Is considered as the major

roadblock that prevents en-
forcement and prometion of

accountability of civil servants.
In such a state,
and accoun in -

cracy can be established if pol-
itics is also made
transparent and accountable to
clectorate. For bureaucracy and
politics are complementary to
each other; they are not mutu-
ally exclustve. If politics fafls,
there remains little scope for

the bureau to succeed in
the development activities.

There are adequate provi-
slons of laws and rules to en-
force accountability of civil
service In our country, But laws
and rules delineate what can-
not be donec: they rarely pre-
scribe what should be done.
The force of laws and rules is a
cumbersome strategy. But by
appcaling to the moral con-
science ol the administrators
or the administrated, govern-
menl may evoke from them a
higher level of integrity than
what it can command through

fts potential to offend Asia,
cspecially Malaysia, that For
cign Minister Gareth Evans
made a statement in parlia-
ment upon s release in Aus-
tralia in March, disassocialing
the  Australian government
irom the Alm.

Based on the novel by the
Ausiralian author Blanche

. d'Alpuget, Turtle Beach' is set

on the east coast of Malaysia at
the height of the Indo-Chinese
refugee exodus in the late
1970s, but was filmed in Thai-
land. The story is based on the
journey ol an Anglo-Australian
woman journalist of Malaysia,
determined to expose the
plight of the Vietnamese
refugees in Malaysian c

and her frlendship with an ex-
Saigon bar girl, now the wife of
an Australian diplomat.

The climax of the film is a
massacre scene where, as
Vietnamese refugees jump off
their boat and make their way
o sore, Malay villagers bran-
dishing their parangs
and yelling 'Pergi! Pergil’
slaughter every one of the
refugees in the water. The
scene was handled with over-
dramatic violence.

‘The massacre scene is not
only historically and factually
unsubstantiated, it also por-
trays Malay villagers in the
1970s as being inhumane and
barbaric,’ says Malaysian jour-
nalist Deborah Abraham, cur-
rently a post-graduate student
in Sydney.

Carrol defgnds himself
against accusations of factual
errors in the film by arguing
that he based the massacre
scene on reports of villagers
throwing stones at refu
and of the turn-
ing refugee boats away, which
were later attacked by Thai pi-
rates.

In addition to the pro-
longed massacre scene, the
film depicts a member of the
Malaysian royal family in full
regalia dancing mindlessly (o
Western rock and roll music,
transplants a Bangkok brothel
scene to Kuala Lumpur and in

ternal authority and external

authority. If the internal au-
thority., represented by the
dictates of conscience, and the
external au

level, [b) in the district level,
ic) in the divisional level and
finally in the national level

tradn up our future
both as a public leader and as
an administrator who would be”

perous couniry,

Australian Media Portrayal of Asia under Attack

one of the dialogues, a central
character in the film refers o
Malays as 'disgusting people’.

Generally, most Malaysian
viewcrs in Australia have found
the film o be offensive and ex
tremely racist in fts abuse of
cultural stercotyping of Asian
socicties,” says Eugenc Tan, a
Malaysian Political Scicnce
student  at the University of
New South Wales in Sydney!

Carrol, speaking at a special
preview of the film, said;
"‘We'ver to live in the region,
but we've all got to learn to live
with out dirty linen. You can't
trade ofl economic imperatives
of human rights, it's not nego-
tiable. We have a right to be as
critical as we like of them
(Asians).’

‘Australia must face the
consequences of getting things
wrong, says Alison Broinowski,
the author of the recently re-
leased book Yellow Lady — Aus-

Iit's completely wrong, if we
go around assuming that
somehow we are living in the
midcle of, as some people
seem to, the Third World.
When many of the countries in
the region are more advanced
than we are, had much longer
or more sophisticated histo-
riecs and have a great deal to
ofler,” observes Ms Broinowski.

"'We have to understand that
as newcomers to this region,
we have to understand our
place in it and work on it. We
are the ones who intruded on
the neighbourhood and we
didn't bother to go and say
"Good Day” o the neighbours.’

The question is whether
ABC-TV's plan to beam satellite
TV to Asia is a process in this
direction or simply another
imagination of the male Anglo-
Australian mind to dominate
Asia

"I‘hird World Network Fea-
tures/IPS

Kalinga Seneviratne is a ra-
dio_journalist MMHNF

dures and the style ol working
as | saw raise in me an appre-
hensfon about the timely cred-
iting of the amount to the ac-
count.

Now | wonder why pecople
remit their moncy through
drafts and legal channels at alll

A sufferer

Be caught napping

Sir, While having a nap in
the¢ noon after experiencing
bitter sultry of staying in the
class room, | was all on a sud-
den disturbed by the tremen-
dous sound of gun-shots and
compelled to lie on the floor
fearing the bullets traded by
the two rival groups between
the Zahurul Hag Hall and S M
Hall of the Dhaka University
might {are through the room.

While such a drama was
being staged in the hall | was
occupied by another thought:
Is Dhaka University really sale
to carry on our study, or for

the upcoming gencration
reading in schools, colleges?
How can our political leaders,
who pun on ‘people’ all day
long, be silent in this situa-
tion? As a matter of fact,
shooting in the university
reminds us whether we live in
Palestine or Lebanon! We call
upon the leaders to stop the

hypocrisy.
Mohammad Kamal Hossain
Zahurul Haq Hall, DU.

Sir, It is unfortunate t in
most of our offices poli-
tics has become active, as

a result of which normal office
work is being greatly ham-
pered and most organizations
are failing to yield the ex-
pected outpul. Certain ¢
vested group have apparent
divided Bangladesh into two
distinet parts — the northern
part and the southern part
The sense® of this division is

hierarchies. The craze is more
prominent in case ol getting
the posts of DG/Chairman oc-
cupied. Some innocent officials
are facing great problems
while corrupt ones are making
good profit. 1 overheard one
helpless official sobbing —
"Now, if Zia was alive?”
Meanwhile, 1 think, we
should at once stop the
ading of or the practice of
mmmm*. Bangladesh is a
small country and its people
are very poor. Majority of our
people, on account of severe
poverty, cannot even remain
on their ancestral land — to
them district is not the factor
but food, clothing and shelter
are. Can't we ten per cemt
group do something
to make our ninety per

cent poor people happy?

M Zahidul
Assistant ssor, Bangla-

desh Agricultural [nstitute,
Diverbeer.



