10 Sport 3

No reprieve for

Samadov

BARCELONA. Aug 4 The ex

of Russian weightlifter

tm Samadov from the

Clﬂuc- and the withdrawal

of his bronze medal are “final”,
Michele Verdier the Inter

national Olyimpic Commilioe s

spokeswomian. said Tucsday,

reports AFP

Denying press reports that
Samadov was to be paradoned
for putting down his bronze
medal and marching out of the
medals ceremony, Verdier
said: “He had unttl 5 pm Sun
day to submit an appeal and we
received nothing. The dect
sions are final "

However, the International
Weightlifting Federation said
Tuesday that president Got
tirted School's proposal to ban
Samadov from lifting for life
will not be formally considered
untfl the IWF's next congress
in November.

El Pals newspaper quoted
Samadov on Tuesday as saying
his trainer Atlan Magomadov
told him the NOC was to return

the medal.
1 won't leel comlortable
until | havw the medal round

my neck,” Samadov reporiedly
selch

Al Friday's medals cere-
mony, in the light hcavyweight
(83.5 event, Samadov took
the with his left hand
instead of allowing Greck 10C
member Nikos Filarctos to put
the medal round his neck. as
Fllarctos had already donc for
gold medalist Dimas TTOS,
also of Greece, and Poland's

mr Stemion, the silver

Samadov then put down his
medal on the podium, ste-
pped off out and left the stage.

The Russian said afterwards
that he blacked out but School
sald he didn't believe L.

All three medalists lilted
the same total but Samadov
lost out on greater body

woeight.

Pak morale gets
a boost

CHELMSFORD. England,
Aug 4: Pakistan hammered
Engltsh county champions Es-
sex by seven wickels on Mon-
day and clinched a 50,000
pound sterling (96,000 US
dollars) jackpol to boost their
morale ahead of Thursday's [i-
nal Test, reports Reuter.

Salim Malltk and Wasim
Akram played vital roles as
Pakistan registered their
cighth win over a county side
o qualify lor the prize awarded

by a sponsor.
Victory was even sweeter in

that Essex are the team of
England captain Graham
Gooch

Hlilk. leading Pakistan in

the absence of Javed Miandad
who was fecling unwcll with

stomach trouble, contrtbutced
to Pakistan's win with both Lhe
bat and the ball and was named
man -of-the -match.

He brought himsell on to
bowl both before and alter
lunch to take two Important
wickets with his occasional
leg-breaks and then scored cex-
actly half a century as Pakistan
sped past the victory target of
193 with seven wickets in
hand.

Alter Essex had resumed at
88 for two, wrist-spinner
Mushtag Ahmed and Malik
broke through their resistance
with two wickets apiece before
Akram blew away the tail to
Anish with four for 48.

FIFA's new rule

LONDON, Aug 4. Sdecer's
governing body FIFA have is-
sued a ruling o prevent play-
ers trying to get round the
new law on back passes, the
English Football Association
(FA} said on Monday, reports
Reuter.

The new regulation, making
it an offence for a goalkceper
to touch with his hands a ball
that has been kicked back to
him by onec of his own team,
came into force only 10 days
ago bul has already attracted
widespread criticism

Players in some countrics
have been getting down on
thetr knees to push the ball
back to their goalkeepers in
checky attempts to bend the
rules.

A spokesman sald the FA
had reerived a new ruling from
FIFA outlawing the practice

And If a player Mlicks the
ball up with his foot onto his
head to nod It back to his
goalkeeper, that too will result
in a booking for ungentlemanly
conduct and an indfrect [rcc
kick, the spokeasman said.

It is irrelevant whether the
goalkecper subsequently
touches the ball with his hands
or not. The oflence is commit-
ted by the player in attempting
o cireumvent both the text
and the t of the law,” FIFA
sajd in a to the FA

Other ploys will also land
players in trouble, if “in the

o circumvent the (backpass)
amendment.” FIFA said.

"This applics to every
" the
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OLYMPIC SPECIAL

‘Diver Supreme' seeks time

BARCELONA, Aug

4: China's Gao
Min retired on

medal as spri

ngbourd diver supreme, but
once it seemed she would not

make the grade. reports
Reuter.
Gao, burdened by the de-

mands of staying top since
1986, had o be persuaded
against guitting last year and
encouraged to make this last
Olympic challenge.

She was beset by injuries
but rose to the occasion and
relained her title by a phe-
nomenal margin of nearly 60
points.

“Last year was very difficult
year for me,” the 2| -year-okd
student from Sichuan said,
“For the Olympic Games | have
sacrificed a lot, especially
physically.”

Gao burst on to the interma-
tional scene as an unknown in

with her
second Olympic

Madrid In 1986 and won the
Warld Championship title.

She collected her first
Olympic crown two years later
and added two more golds on
the onc meure and three me-
tre boards at the Perth World
Championships in January
199 1.

Yet China's chiel national
coach Xu Yiming said he had o
be persuaded tulhﬂw Gao a
chance to train with him.

‘In 1982 she had good
prospects but | didn't select
her. In 1983 when she was
going downhill and going back
to classes, her parents and su-
periors asked me to keep her
for diving training and come o
my training camp.” Xu said.

‘| said ‘'okay. When she
came she didn't come with any

lrﬂnﬁ equipment, but | dis-
cove her tremendous po-
tential

"She has very strong will-
power. Oncre she has made up

BARCELONA, Aug
4: For Pakistan
manager Islahu-
ddin and skipper
Shahbaz Ahmed
there is a ot
more than national pride and
Asian prestige riding on
Wednesday's Olympic hockey
semifinal against [avourites
Germany, reports AFP.

For former Olympian

. Islahuddin, Pakistan's longest

scrﬂn% manger, and Shahbaz
both have burning personal
ambition at stake.

And neither will be content
with anything less than the
Olympic title to show near the
end of their tenures after years
ol chasing elusive honours.

Three times the Olympic
champions in 1960, 1968 and
1984, the closest Pakistan
have come to winning a major
title in recent years was when
they finished as World Cup
runners-up in 1990,

Their countrymen think a
gold medal is now overdue.

"National expeclations are
high “Islahuddin said. "As for
personal ambition, who would
not like to win the gold

‘medal? It s important to ev-

erybody.

But to book a place in
Saturday's final, they first have
lo pass Wednesday 's test which
pits Asian skill and Mlair against

European power and efli-
ciency .

“We know how the
Germans are,” Islah n said.
"l can only say one thing — we
will go all oul.”

Germans have s
practically no weakness as
progressed with met
thoroughness, winning four
and drawing with Australia to
justify their pre-tournament
billing as fovourites.

They have Carsten Fischer's
deadly prowess at short cor-
ners, the devastating left-wing
combination of Andreas Becker
and Sven Meinhardt and a de-
fensive powerhouse in Volker
Fried.

And, aflter going home with
silvers from both Los Angeles
and Seoul, they are hoping
third time will be lucky.

But coach Paul Lissek still
hates his team being referred
to as [avourites and Is plagued
by doubt

HHe was almost pleased
when his team trailed briefly
before beating Argentina 2-1
Monday, hoping the aura of
favourites will dissolve a bit
“The semi-finals are difficult
cnough as it is,.” he said.

Pakistan, he said, had per-
fect individual players, who
take a mile if given an inch, as
they showed in a 6-1 thrashing

her mind she will strive to
reach her goal. She made
tremendous progress. She was
first in Madrid, a result her

cight, though Gao had been a
gymnast and a swimmer before

switchi o d
n-nngu not beaten

since a 1988 pre-Olympic
competition but the years at
the top have taken thetr Wil
in Perth, she needed injec
tions lo ease shoulder pains
[rom over training. In
a two-years-old injury to her

right shoulder and a later in
jury in the left shoulder

She necded (urther treat-
menl for a wais! and back
problem which arose during
competition.

1 lold her she would hawe
two difficult days, with the in

No one likes the 'favourites'

in waves once they saw where
the gaps were, )
Wasim Feroz, who with
skipper Shahbaz forms a
deadly left-wing combination,
scored twice and Tahtr Zaman
hit a hat-trick, including two

penalty strokes.

Goalkeeper Shahid Al Khan
played a crucial role through-

out the league games, and
short corner striker Khalid
Bashir has been brilliant.

"Despite the brilllance
Pakistan bring to the ficld. the
Germans are still favourites,”
British coach Norman Hughes
sald after his delending
champions went out in a 0-6
defeat to Australia.

"But when have the
favourites ever won?” he asked.

The Australians were tipped
for the gold in 1984 and 1988,
and both times they ended up
with nothing.

That is a record the high-
scoring Aussies would like to
put straight when they face the
Dutch world champions in the
other semi-final.

Coach Frank Murra

pects a tough match

cx-
that

. is what his Dutch countcrpart

Hands Jorritsma promiscs.

BOVELANDER THE KEY

Their semi-final could ride

on how many penalty corners
the Dutch force for Floris-3an

for herself

jury in her shoulders and the
psychological pressure. The

psyc pressure is more
important, the physical injury
is secondary,” Xu said.

Gao was only third in Satur
d-a'l preliminary round but Xu
told her to rest, eat well and
take care of her shoulder and
she could give her best per-
formance

Xu felt Gao was paying too
much heed to the points situ-
ation during the final. "1 told
her Lo ignore all of that and
said You should pay attention
to each of your movements and
success will come from that .

But why was she always so
much better than her rivals?

‘1 belteve one lhl:t.' Gao
said, “You work for L you
gel | exerted a ot of effort and

I think it was justified.”
Now, exhausted thosc
monumental cflorts of training

up to ecight hours a day, she
wants time lor hersell at last

Uovelander to hit home and
how the Australian deflenoc
slands the lest.

Bovelander, 26, has too of-
ten in the past made the dif
ference between viclory and
defcat in matches involving the
two sides.

"Australia will have to tire
him out on the field and not

him too many to score
if they want to win,” said
Murray's predecessor Richard

Agiss who found Olympic gold
elusive. “That is their only

hFEiralia, with Michacl
York, Kenneth Wark and goal
keeper Damon Diletti holding
their own, have given little
away, and Dutch
Jorritsma is nol
them to be loo gencrous in
conceding penalties.

"We will not get that many
short corners, four or five may

The Dutch played four tests
against Australia last year, win-
ning one, losing one and draw-
ing two but on Wednesday,
Jorritsma “We will
play better than we did them.”

WEDNESDAY'S GAMES

Semi-Minals : Australia vs
Holland, Pakistan vs Germany.

Classification malehes:
Britain vs New Zealand, Spain
vs India. Argentina vs Malaysia,
Unified Team vs Egypt

BARCELONA, Aug
4: Tahir Zaman
scored a hat-sco
rd a hat-trick as
'akistan came

through a daun-
ting test of their nerve on
Monday by beating hosts Spain
6-1 1o book a place in the
Olympic men's hockey semi-
finals, reports AFP.

It brought Pakistan skipper
Shahbaz Ahmed one step
closer to his dream of winning
an Olympic medal and calling
it a day.

The Asian giants, three-
time champions, wcere
stretched to the full in the
pressure cooker atmosphere of
Terrassa before edging out
Ignacio Escude and his bank of
talented Spaniards to advance
from Group B.

The win took wunbeaten
Pakistan to the top of their
pool with 10 points from five
matches and into a semi-final
showdown with Germany on
Wednesday .

Australia play the Neth
criands to decide the other
finalist

With four wins out of four
and an impressive goal differ-
ence, Pakistan were virtually
sure ol a place in the last four
before the game began,

But world champlons
Holland and advanced ecarlicr
in the day, knocking in six
goals without reply against
Malaysia to top the group on
goal difference and leave
Pakistan and Spain to fight it
oul.

Tnking the ficld under im
mensc  pressure, Makistan's
vaunioed lorward line ook time
o gcl going. bul onece they
exploded im the second hall
the Spanish collapsed despite
vocilerous crowd support.

Skipper and inside-leh
Shahbaz Ahmed, left-winger
Wasim Feroz and inside-right
Tahir Zaman were virtually un
stoppable once they punched

gaping holes through the
Spanish defence.
Just one came in the

first half, Zaman making no
mistake with a 22nd-minute
penalty stroke awarded when a
defender carried the ball.

But there were five in a
second-hall food after Jose
Iglestas had levelled with an
outstanding effort, entering
the circle with a ss [rom
Xavier Escude and (inding the
net from a difficult angle.

Crackers exploded In cele-
bration for the Spanish

ol Spain on Monday, attacking

equaliser, but that was all
there was lo cheer for the
home crowd as the Pakistanis
produced wave alfter wave of
atlack.

Ten minutes alter the in-
terval, substitute Shahbaz
Mohammad collected a pass
from Hussain Musaddiq on the
right and beatl Santiago Grau o
make it 2-1.

Four minutes later, Feroz
hammered in a blinder in a
scramble at the top of the cir-
cle. Zaman made no mistake in
converting another penalty
stroke, given for a goalkeeper's
foul, a minute later.

Feroz had his name on the
scoresheet a second time In
the 21st minute, and Zaman
completed his hat-trick and

rounded ofl the tally seconds
[rom lime.

“‘We were under very great
pressure,” admitted Pakistan
coach Islahuddin.

“They were all over us in
the first few minutes and it
was not until we scored that
some of the pressure left.”

"We scored six goals in the
end but they were very good,
very spirited.”

Australia dashed Britain's
dreams of retaining thelr
Olympic hockey crown on
Monday, a day on which three
teams slammed in six Is
each to reach the semifl .

Australia, fourth in the last
two Olympics, humiliated
Britain 6-0 Lo secure a scmill-
nal berth on Wednesday
against world champilons, the
Netherlands.

The Dutgh qualified for the
last four with an electric 8.0

BDR retain title

Undisputcd lea
ders of the coun-
try's handball
Bangladesh Rifles
added another

- feather 10 their
cap when they defended the
title with an {mpressive 24-2
victory against Brothers Union
in an anti-climatic final of the
1992 Phoenix Insurance
monsoon tournament at the

Outer Stadium handball court
yesterday .

Brothers , who had regis-
tered an exciting 13-12 victory
against Bangladesh Ansars In
the second semifinal., were no
match for Rifles.

Rifles led

1

14-2 at the

win over Malaysia in their last
pool game, played partly dur-
ing a thunderstorm.

Germany. widely tipped lo
inherit Britain's crown, wcre
the only semilinalists to put
on an uninspired display in
their last pool game — beating
unfancied niina 2-1.

Unlike the other three
winners, Germany knew they
could even have lost and still
got through. Nevertheless,
German coach Paul Lissek said
he was disappointed.

“There were a lot of weak
points in the team today,” he
said, adding: "It's good to losc
a bit of the role we have had as
favourites ... it's no dream

lcam.
Australia scored from al-

mosl cvery chance they had
against Britain, who have
slipped down the world rank-
ings since Scoul. The loss was
DBritain's worst to Australia
since crashing 7-0 at the 1964

Olympics.
"We were disappointed with
the scoreline,” said British

coach Norman lughes. "Wc¢
played some bloody good
hockey.”

As the goals piled up.
Britain risked ever more in al-
tack, leaving gaps in defence.

Australia had only needed a
draw to qualify for semd-fi-
nals — Warren Birmingham,
Jay Stacy and Stephen Davics
ended up with two s each.

In the Netherlands' match,
midliclder Mare Delissen and
forward Taco Van den Honert
both scored hat iricks,

NO FAVOURITES
"l ke t?'l-c Pakistani style of

breather.

Shah Alam and Rafllq got
five goals each for the champi-
ons while Salahuddin and |iclal
netted one goal each for
Brothers.

Bangladesh Police finished
third while Pragot Boys Club
were adjudged the most disci-
plined team of the meel.

Kiran, the Brothers Union
goalie, and Raliqul Islam of
Bangladesh Riflles recetved the
best-player awards from the
tournament commillee and
Handball Referees’ Association
respectively.

Finance Minister Sailur
Rahman witnessed the dull i
nal as chiel guest and gave
away the tropics.

Pakistan produce magic under pressure

play. | think itU's the most
spectacular,” said Spanish
coach Santi Cortes. "But for me
there ts no favourites for the
gold among the four semi-
finalists.”

The four were all seen as
pre-Olympic favourites for

gold.
Asked who we would tip for

gold, Britain's Hughes got one
back against Australia.

"1 still rate Ge as the
favourites here. But when have
the [avourites ever won the
Olympic titles?” he asked.

Australia were favourites in
both 1988 and 1984.
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| Chinas Gao Min dives for
springhoard final in Barcelona

old in the womens 3Im

onday. — AFP photo

Sun completes Chinese
domination of diving

HARCELONA, Aug
; 4. Sun Shuwel ca-

pped China's Oly -
mpic diving do
mination on Tu
esday, winning
the men s platform and giving
his country three of the four

gl::lld medals 1n L he sporl,
reporis AP
Scot! Domte of the Untied

States won the stlver medal
and Xiong Ni of China took the
broneze

It was the first time since
1976 that the Uniled S
lost and Olympic men's:

-
event. The munlxz boycolted
the 1980 Moscow , Greg

Louganis won the 3-metler
springboard and 10-meter
platiorm in 1984 and 1988,
and Mark Lenzi won the

. springboard last Wednesday.

But the US continued their
streak of winning a platform
medal in every Olympics since
1920

Matt Scoggin., the other
American platiorm diver, had
the most memorable dive, or
non-dive, of the day. He was in
sixth place when on his sev-
enth of 10 dives, landed on his
back attempting a back 3 1-2
somersault tuck, and got no
points. lle finished 10th out of
the 12 finalists.

Sun. 16, climaxed his per-
formance by getting perfect
10.00 scores [rom four of the
seven judges on his last dive, a
reverse 3 1-2 somersault tuck.

His victory came one day af-
ter Gao Min, 21, won her sec-
ond consccutive gold medal in
the springboard. China's other

} gold came July 27 when 13-
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year-old Fu Mingxia won the
women's platform.

Two days later, China's Tan
Liangde, 27. won his third
straight Olympic silver in the
men's springboard, Anishing

behind Lengt

Sun had 677.3)
Coim
plat
finished with 633.63, and
Xiong, the 1988 silver medal-
ist, had 600.15. :

points,

the 13 diving medals, the
United Stales and Unified

Teary had ®Wet cach and
Getrmany had one. In 1088,

China had six medals the
United Stales 5 and Moexico 1.

Team returns
Aug 13

The Bangladesh Olympie
team will return home on Au-
gust 3.

However, chel de mission of
the sh State
Minister Youth and Sports

Sadck Hossain will return Au-
gust 11. The Games conclude
Aug 9.

Nat'l TT entries

Onc¢ hundred and ten play-
crs representing 19 organisa-
tions and clubs have so far en-
tered the 17th national table
tennis competition beginn
from August 26 at the Na
Sports Council gymnasium.

The Bangladesh Table Ten-
nis Federation, organisers of
the meet, expect at least 15
more teams in the competi-
tion. -

Entries close on August 20.

Rain delays
Abahani's tie
Sports Reporter

The semifinal tie of the
Moinuddowla Gold Cup cricket
tournamen! between Abahani
Krira Chakra and the Kar-
nalaka State team was not held
yesterday in Hyderabad, said a
source close to Abahani.

The match., which fell
through because of unplayable
ground conditions following
overnight rain, will now be
held today.

Abahani, last year's Navana
hﬁ“{prh&um-up, entered the
sC beﬂ..: Maldives
and Hnrbt’n this lational
knock-out tournament.

Players' pool
likely today

Sports Reporter

Foreign players engaged by
the diflerent local clubs may
not bother 1o shuttle between
the capital and other parts of
the country for ecasy cash' from

ncxt :

The tail-picce of the meet-
ing of the Ban Cricket
Control Board, on

conflirmed this speculation.
Foreign players will have to
take permission from their re-
spective clubs as well as from
the Bangladesh Cricket Control

; [i‘llrdlﬂpilywmm

Players, mainly from Shri
Lanka, would regularly play
part-time cricket outside
Dhaka for ready money until
last year

Earlier the meecting de-
cided on the guidelines for
forming a players pool with the
top local players. The pool is
likely to be announced today.

The players’ pool will ix a

. ceiling of three national play -

' era lor

tcam.

For once the big clubs with
all their fipancial clout will be
restricted in thetr bid o skim
the cream of the limited
cricketing talent to enter the

: mad-rush for titles,

red with Louganis 1988 |
total of 638.61. Donic |

China finished with five of

The BCCB will have to
cvolve effective measures Lo
stop any altempt al ‘retire-
menl by players from the
national team to circumvent
the purpose of the pool,
thereby heeping ones oplions
open for lucrative offers from
| he big clubs.

Pallab schools

chess champ
Sports Reporter

National sub-junfor cham-
pion Shawkat Hossain Pallab
and munner-up Hossain Arif fin-
ished as unbecaten champion
and runner-up fvely in
the seventh Bata schools chess
competition which concluded
al the National Sports Council
chess room yesterday.

Pallab, a student of Class
Ten of the Dhaka Cotton Mills
High School and Aril, a Class
Nine student of the Green
Herald School, received 44.5
and 43 points respectively in
the tie-breaker after tying on
seven points each at the end of
the eight-round Swiss league
meel.

Pallab beat Amir while Arif
drew with Shakil in their final
round encounters ;

Abu Sufiyan of the Hossain
Ali High School and Nazrul Is-
lam of the Bhasha Pradip
School, who collected six and
a hall points each, secured the
third and fourth positions re-
spuctively,

Ninety students represcnt-
ing 65 schools of the country
took part in the meet organ-
ised by the Bangladesh Chess
Federation.
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CRYPTOQUIP
N LI RCOQPF |l R U UyaQu
UY A X 1O0OQCJY"W K AWU
ZI1TF-UQWUAC PRWU JQO'U
wulXxXaQly Y N W P11 K

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: R equals U
The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equa
ual O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

will eq

IsO, It

words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



