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Radical Palestinian
leader willing
to meet Israelis

JERUSALEM, Aug 3: Nayel
Hawatmeh, a radical Pales-
tirdan 4 .
o the current Mideas
pcmm. says he s willing
to meet lsraelis "anytime,
anyplace.” a Rgislator said

Monday, reports AP

Hashem Mahamid, an Is-
raclt-Arab Parliament member
from the Communist Party,
quoted Hawatmeh from a
meeting in Tunis. Mahamid
and other laraclis returned
from the Tunisian capital and
PLO headguarters on Sunday.

Mahamid said on larael ra-
dio that he also met Yasser
Arafat. chairman of the Pales-
tine Liberation Organisation,
during his 1rip last week

He sald most Palestinians
he encountered In Tunis be-
lleved “there is an historic op-

portunity (for peace] not to

guerilla leader who has

wastod” in the wake of Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's June
23 clection victory.

Rabin's Labour Party
territerial compromise
whereas the previous right-

Likud Party government
objected to yielding land to the
Arabs.

But Mahamid seemed most
startled by remarks made by
Hawatmeh, a stubborn oppe-
nent of Israel.

According to Mahamid,
Hawatmeh said "he was ready
to mect any Isracli personality.
anytime, anyplace, to put an
endd to this situation existing
for decades, that the time has
come now for dialogue.”

Mahamid also said he heard
“from cveryone | met, without
excepijon, that the realistic
solution they must reach s a
::-unhn state alongside ls-

Koirala rushes to crash site

First copter returns with
bodies of 17 plane victims

KATHMANDU, Aug 3
break in the monsoon allowed
Nepali helicopters*on Monday
to start flying the remains of
113 plant crash victims from
the Himalayan ridge where a
Tha! Airways airbus crashed
and exploded, reports Reuter.

Army officers directing the
opecration said the first heli-
copler arrived in Kathmandu
on Monday morning carrying
|7 plastic L-.p full of remains
from the remote crash site.

An international team of.
forensic experts was due (o
start helping to identify the
bodies ol the 99 passengers
and 14 crew aboard the Alrbus
310-300 which crashed 40 km
(26 mile) north of Kathmandu
on Friday.

Nepali Prime Minister Girja
Prasad Kolrala, whose nicce by
ma was aboard the air-
bus, flew by helicopter to the
crash site this morning along
with technical experts from
the Thal airways.

Retrieving the remains .and

strewn over a three-

wreckage
km (two-mile] radius from the

BRIEFLY

8 Kurds killed in clash s Eight Kurdish

rcbels were killed and another three wounded Saturday in
clashes with Turkish security forces in the south-castern
towns of Sirnak and Idil, local Turkish officlals said, AFP

reports from Ankara.

Al least 28 peo

According

said

dren, he said.

reports from Golden.
The

Information Centre said.

movement near Rash

hurt when Isracl
the

out hitting it directly.

Opposition MPs
stage sit-in
in- Karachi

KARACHI, Aug 3: Pakistani

opposition deputies on Sunday
staged a proiest sit-in in
Karacht
called “State terrorism”™ re-
poris Reuter.

“We are prolesting against |

Qaim Al

state lerrorism,”

Shah,

as 38 op
staged an

Shah

Parllament.

deputics in the
tried 10 arrest

charges.

knows

against what they |

Leader in the

Opposilion
Sind Assembly, told reporters
ition depulties
s sit-in at the

said policemen

blocked the entry of two
urec and
on fake

t of impact on a 3,500-
metre (11,500-foot) ridge was
proving a tough task, tﬂ;lchl “
said.

Major General K N S Thapa,
who is in charge of the opera-
tion, said soldiers were having
to lower themselves by rope
down the mountain side lo
search crevices and ledges.

Officials said searchers had
found flight TG311's voice
recorder before calling ofl op-
erations at dark on Sunday, but
that it had not yet arrived in
Kathmandu.

The Thai pilot had twice
reporied unspecified technical
problems to Kathmandu air
controllers before contact was
lost at around 0700 GMT on
Friday.

Discovery of the wreckage
was confirmed only on Sunday
morning. It was found in the
opposite direction to the main
scarch area in rugged hills
south of Kathmandu.

“What the pilot was doing
north of Kathmandu no one
yet," said one senior of-
fietal in the rétfieval operation. .

They said the securily forces seized a large quantity of
weapons in lwo separate opcrations in the mountainous re-
gion where rebels of the separatist Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) have been waging a guerilla struggle

Some 4,100 civilians, rebels and members of Lthe security
forces have been killed by both sides since the conflict began.

L - .
Bus mishap claims 28 in Nepal :
ple were feared killed when a passenger bus
bound for Kathmandu from Kakadbhita in southeast Ncpal
plunged into a torrential river on Sunday, a Home Ministry
spokesman said, AFP reports from Kathmandu.
to witnesses, the driver lost control of the bus
where a part of the road was badly damaged
rential rainfall and a landslide on Friday night, the spokesman

since 1984,

because of tor-

The 28 believed to have died included women and chil-

Quake shakes Indonesia : an caron-

quake measuring 6.5 on the Richter scale was recorded on
Sunday in central Indonesia, US seismologists said, Reuter

quake occurred at 8.03 pm (1203 GMT) and was lo-
cated on Sulawesi, Indonesia, about 80 miles (1,580 km)
east of Jakarta, officials at the US National Earthquake

There were no reports of damage or injuries, officials said.

Israel raids Hezbollah bases :

lsracl helicopters raided suspected bases of the pro-lranian
Hezbollah movement in southern Lebanon Sunday, an army
spokcsman said here, AFP reports
“Our aircraft attacked bases of the

h in south Lebanon. The targets
were hit and our aircraft returned to base unharmed.” he said.
Security sources in southern Lebanon said one woman was
helicopters fired two rockets at a house in
village of Qlayleh, south of the coastal city of Tyre, with-

from Jerusalem.
pro-iranian Hezbollah

The lsracli spokesman said it was the 22nd Isracl{ air raid
this year against targets in southern Lebanon.

FRENCH POLYNESIA, Aug 3
Radfation from a television
sct is more dangerous than
the emissions from France's
South Pacific nuclear test-
ing site, according to a
newly published report

prepared by those in charge
of the tests.

The report, “the radiological
situation in French Polyne-
sia in 1991, was madc
available to Reuters during a

two-day visit to the Mururoa

test site, 1200 km (750
miles) southeast of Tahiti.
“Phe results show that man-
made radioactivity mea-
sured in the French Polyne-
sian environment continues

Hamadi, told journalists amid

-

ZAGREB, Croatia: Presidential candidate Drazen Budisa (R) walks with his wife after voting

L

August 02 in the first presidential and legislative elections.
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— AFP/UNB photo

1 Democratic Paprry

heading for

victory in Croatia

ZAGREB, Aug 3 President
Franjo Tudjman and his
Croatian Democratic Party ap-
peared 1o be heading for vie-
tory in the first presidential
and general elections since in-
dependence, according to
:;rrly unofficial results, reports

Tudjman had won §7.00
per cent of the votes iIn
Sunday’'s poll after
ballots were counted In 13 of
the 64 clectoral districts, ac-
cording to the head of the na-
tional electoral committee
Zlatko Crnic.

Drazen Budisa, leader of the

Croatian social-liberal party,
was in secend position with
some 21.20 per cent of the
votes.
The leader of the Peasant
Party, Savka Dascevic-Kucar,
had 6.84 per cent and the
leader of the Extreme-Right
Rights Party., Dobrovslay
Paraga, 5.09 per cent.

in the general election,
Tudjman's party wads leading
with 40.82 per cent

Iraq vows not to give
up claim to Kuwait

BAGHDAD, Aug 3: An urfre-
pentant lraq mar the scc-
ond anniversary of its invasion
of Kuwait Sunday by vowing
ncver 10 up its claim to
the efl-rich Emirate and pro-
claiming its readincss for any
ncw international confronta-
tion, AFP.

"By withdrawing from
Kuwait, lraq does not re-
nounce its historic rights.” the
Defence Ministry stressed in
its newspaper Al-Qadissiya.

"Kuwait has been Imaqi
through out history and Iraq,
under all the different political
regimes that it has known, has
never given up” the claim to its
southern neighbour.

A play during an anniversary
festival in Baghdad portrayed
Kuwaitis as backward people
and alcoholics and also
mocked their western allics
who helped drive Iragi troops
from the Emirate in February
1991.

"We are having a party o
bring Kuwait back to its coun
uy” Ilraq's Minister of Culture
and Informition, Hamed Yussel

a nolsy crowd.

The tone of deflance and
mockery follows the US an-
nouncement on Friday that i
was sending more than 2,000
troops backed by a mechanised
unit for military exercises in
Kuwail, turning up the pres-
sure on Baghdad.

The United States led the
military coalition ol western
and Arab armies that expelied
Iraq from Kuwait in the
January-February 1981, Gulf
War, aflter seven months of
Iragl occupation.

Baghdad has since the
August 2, 1990 invasion laced
crippling economic sanctions,
maintained to ensurc its full
compliance with post-war
Untied Nations resolutions.

But the Defence Ministry
insisted Sunday that "lraq of
the ‘'mother of all battles’ (Gulf
War] will remain indestruc-
tible, capable of resisting and
foiling any aggression aimed al
its sovereignty.”

A government daily, Al-
Jumhuriya, insisted that
"Kuwait will in the end return

to Irag, but only histery can say .

when and how.”

In Washington, Delence
Sccretary Dick Cheney sald
Saturday that the US military
cxcrcises were meant Lo
demonstrate the readiness of
US forces to Iraql President
Saddam Husscin,

Cheney, in a television in-
lerview, brushed aside sugges-
tions that Washington s dect-
ston Lo send 2,400 troops W
Kuwait sought lo provoke
Baghdad into a new confromta-
tson.

"This notion that somchow
this is designed to be a
provocalive act, | put over
there in the category with
their [(lraq's) claim in recent
days that Kuwait is part of
Iraq.” Cheney said. "It would be
laughable 1i[ it werent so
tragic”.

In Kuwait, Crown ['rince
and Prime Ministcr Sheikh
Saad Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah
called on his people for "more
vigilance -to face the hostile in-
tentions of the Baghdad

regime.

Imelda plans
to bring home

Marcos' remains

MANILA, Aug 3; Former
Philippine first lady Imelda
Marcos sald today that she
planned to bring home the
remains of her husband,
former dictator Ferdinand
:l,:ml. in September, reports

“We to be able to bring
the remains of the lale
t by Scptember ] 8o
that he could be buried by, his
bisthday (on September 11).°
Marcos tpld reporters upon
her return to Manila from
Hong Kong,

"We are taking the stale-
ment of President Fidel Ramos
that t Marcos would
be brought home with honours
as should be accorded to a
former president,” she added.

The former diclator died In
exile in Hawaili where he fled
aficr a 1986 popular revelution
that toppled him and put Cora-
zon Aguino to power. His re-
mains lie in a - refrigerated
crypl.”

Marcos refused to disclose
the names of the associates of
the former president whom
she talked to during her stay
in Hong Kong but described
her trip as “quite fruftful.”

=

Bush brushes aside call to quit race

Who do you trust to change America?

CHICAGO, Aug 3: President
George Bush shaking ol calls
from conservatives for him 1o
quit the presidential race, por-
trayed himsell Sunday as the
man Americans should trust if
they want change, reports AFP.

Bush made a campaign stop
in the key midwestern state of
lllinois as two newspaper edi-

torialf published Sunday, one
of them in a traditional Repub-
lican stronghold of southern

California, urged him to drop
out of the race for the good of
the party and the Conservalive
cause.

Those pleas in California’'s
orange country register and
the Waterbury Republican-
American in Connecticul came
after a week of similar com-
ments from top Republican
fundraiser Richard Vigueric
and syndicaled columnist Ge-
orge Will.

Bush attended a fundraiser
here for Republican Senatorial
candidate Rich Williamson,
who like the President is lag-
ging far behind in the polls
against his Democratic Rival.
Willlamson is up against Carol
Braun, who has gained national
prominence as the first black
woman with a good chance to
be clected to the Senate.

Bush downplayed his stand-
ing in the polls behind Dgmo-

Conery pose

LOS ANGELES: 'Director Robert Altman (L), actress Liv Ullmann (C) and actor Sean
with their awards after receiving the Rudolph Valention Cinema Lifetime

Achievement Award August 01, The annual award originated in Valentino's birthplace of

Puglia, Italy.

crat [3ill Clinton, and took is-
suc with the Arkansas gover:
nor s repeated assertion thal
the United States is in desper-
ate need of change aflter 12
years of republican rule.

"Who do you trust to change
America? Bush asked the
fundraiser.

e setzed upon the tssue of
health care in an effort to de-
ccit the Democrats as addicted
to big government, saying the
national health care system
they advocate would simply
create a new government bu-
reaucracy.

The President stuck to his
policy of not naming Clinton,
but this time he did identify
him by his job. ‘If the Arkansas
governor is elected, within a
year the government would
run the health care system
with the compassion ofl the
KGB.~

Bush instead favours re-
vamping the current system of
health care provided mainly by
private insurers, more than 30
million Americans, out of a
ropulauun of about 250 mil-
fon, have no bealth insuranec.

Later in the day Bush at-
tended a Republican picnic or-
ganized to celebrate family val-
ues, but the party was rained
out

The several thousand peo-
ple on hand scurried for cover
under tents and Bush, wearing
a raincoat lent to him by a se-
cret scrvice agent, addressed
the crowd for only aboul two

minulcs,
En routh to Chicago aboard

Air Force One, Bush ignored a
rcporter's shouted question
about the editorfals calling for
him to end his drive for re-
election,

i-if-l-.l-r‘ﬂ-l-h-:l'

Off the Record

Murdered 20 years ago
but died last night

CASPER, Wyoming: A 37-year-old woman pi

death from a

to her

bridge where she had been raped 19 years agp,

it was not immediately clear whether Rebecca Thomson
Brown jumped or fell from the 34-meter (1]2-foot) Fremont

Sheriflf Dave Dovala said.

over the north Platie river, Natrona country

in 1973, two men abducted Brown and her 11 -year-old

sicpsister for a
girls were thrown off

lot. Brown was raped
bridge. The younger girl. Amy Bur-

and both

ridge, died in the f(all but Brown survived and crawled out of

the Canyon for help. Brown's testimony

assaflants, who remain in

heiped convict twé

prison for murder and rape.
| know this has troubled her for 20

years,” Dovala said.

She was raped and murdered 20 years ago but she died

Father indeed
ARU DHABI: A court in the United Arab Emirates (UAE])
has scnienced an Indfan to three months in prison for tortur-

ing his six-year-old son with a lit cigarette because of his poor

last night.

marks at school, AFP

Court officials in Dubai said Mirza S burnt his son's chest
and back more than 40 times. He also punched the boy and
lashed him with an clectric wire, leaving him with a broken

hand and scars all over his
Mirza, 356, was found

fit and jailed on Seturday for

cruelty. Doctors said the boy needed treatment for 20 days.

Smoking allowed to
give up habit

TOKYO: A Japanese
dicted studenis to break

school s allowing
law and smoke in an effort to

nicotine-ad-

rmake them kick the habit, reports Reuter.

Smoking under the age of 20 Is
transgressor's parents, or shopkeepers found selling

and a
wobacco

in

to anyone under 20, face a maximum fine of 4,000 yen (3]

dollar).

So far, four students at the school in Nagano in central
Japan are being allowed to smoke in a teacher's room several
(tmes a day on the condition that they gradually cut down and

cventually give up,

Love drives her
to death

KATHMANDU: Vivienne Frances, on a vacation in Mel-

bourne, wasn't su

to return home in Kathmandu untfl

next week. But she missed her husband so much that she de-
cided 10 fly back five days early, reports AP.

She ook the Thai s
bungkok to Kathmandu, where

Might TG311 on F from

husband, Dikash Man

Shreshia, was waiting eagerly since noon so that they could

_celebrate his 34th birthday together

Instead of landing in Kathmandu, the alrcralt, with 113

people on board, flew past the red-brick at

rport in torrential

rain and slammed into a rocky mountain slope, 22 miles (36

kilometers) away

The Airbus A310-300, authorities say, probably exploded
and caught fire, blowing apart humans and metal. After more
than 40 hours of search, soldiers Sunday found small pleces
of the wreckage. two bodies and some charred mortal re-

mains. Authorities said there was no sign
"I am clinging to a hope that she is still alive. |

of survivors.
go crazy ev-

ery time | think it was love for me that drove Vivienne to her
dealh.” said Shreshta, a Nepali handicrafts exporter.

Yeltsin, Kravchuk to talk
future of Black Sea Fleet

YALTA, Aug 3: Russian Pres-
ident [3oris Yeltsin left for this
Crimcan resort Monday for
talks with his Ukrainian coun-
terpart over the future of the
disputed Black Sea Fleet, a
news agency reported, reports.
AP

Yeltsin and Ukrainian Pres-
ident Leonid Kravchuk were to
continue discussion on the
flect based on an agreement
reached in June in the nearby
scaside town of Dagomys.

Russia and Ukraine have
been feuding over ownership
of the 300-ship fleet and other
cconomic, political and mili-

tary issues since the Soviet
Union's collapse last year. The
flcet was once the Soviet

strategic counterbalance to the
US 6th Fleet in the Mediter-
rAAnean.

In June, the two presidents

signed a f[riendship trealy
agreeing temporarily to keep
the fleet under unified com-
mand. They agreed the fleet
would be divided up after fur-
ther talks on the issue.

The agreement skirted the
issue over control of the
Crimea, which historically has
been Russian but was trans-
ferred to Ukrainian jurisdic-
tion in 1954.

Yeltsin told reporters in
Moscow before leaving for the
Crimea that implementing the
Dagomys agreement would be
the focal point of discussion
between the leaders of the two
most populous former Soviet
republics, the Interfax and
[tar-Tass news agencies rc-
ported.

"We succeed in some mal-
tcrs and do not succeed in
others,” he said, according 1o
the Tass report.

— -

Radiation from TV dangero

to fall, matching the fall in
man-made radioactivity
since worldwide atmo
spheric test were halted,
the report says.

It was' compiled by France's
Centre for Nuclear Experi-
mentation (DIRCEN) and
the country’'s Atomic En-
ergy Commission (CEA).

Opposition groups dismiss
French statistics on radia-
tion as worthless and falsc,
-saying they are manipulated
to allay criticism of the nu
clear testing programme
which has mainly military
applications.

The report says artificial radia-

tion resulting [rom tlest ex-
plosions or nuclear acci-
dents in the South Pacific is
tiny compared with natural

lation foupgd In rocks and
stone formalions,

It says exposure Lo radiation
[rom domestic electronic
devices such as televisions
was five times higher than
that from worldwide' atmo-
spheric nuclear tests. They
were halted about 15 years
age but their cffects are still
felt as radiation circulates
around the earth.

The report says France's un-
derground nuclear tests un-
der the atolls of Mururoa

and Fangataufa make no
contribution to the amount
of radiation affecting people
in Polynesia.

It also denied allegations that
an unusually high level of
plutonfum found by an in-
ternatfonal monitoring team
in March 199] In waters
between the two atolls

could be attributed to un- |

derground nuclear testing.

It says tests at a moniloring
site named E2 showed plu-
tonfum’ levels three times
higher than at other sites
because water washing oul
from Fapgataufa atoll con-
tained higher plutonium

levels due to previous atmo-
spheric test.

The environmental organisa:
tion Greenpeace says such
findings are alarming and
France should permanently
halt at tests and open up
the atolls to independent
scientists. '

French officials on Mururoa
sadd extensive monitoring of
the waters around atolls
‘would reveal 1o a potential
enemy exactly what kind of
nuclear devices were being
exploded, thus compromis-
ing military secrets.

France has suspended its nu-
clear test campaign for one

us than emissions from N-test site|

year but appears set to re:
sume in 1993 {f, as ex-
pected, other nuclear pow-
ers refuse to halt their own
programmes,

Around 200 French nuclear
explosions have been car-
ried out since the first test
in Algeria in 1960.

The French report says: The
very weak artificial radiation
that we have measured in
the Polynesian environment
originates, essentially. from
atmospheric experiment
carried out in the Northern
and Southern Hemispheres.
It s several times inferior
to the region's natural radi-
ations.”

‘One of the all-important is-
sucs is that of the Black Sea
Fleet,” Tass quoted Yeltsin as
saying. The commissions set
up to solve this problem failed
to reach agreement. The de-
fence ministers also could not
attain accord. The ball is now
in the president's court.”

Yeltsin told reporters in
Dagomys that the t would
be jointly financed by the two
countries and would serve as a
basis for building separate
Russian and Ukrainian navies.

The Dagomys treaty, which
Kravchuk called "a major
turning point” in relations be-
tween the two countries, also
allows Ukraine to introduce {ts
own currency and meels a
Russian demand that the na-
tions’ border remain open to
free travel with only cusioms
checkpoints.

Sikhs kill
25 more

NEW DELHI, Aug 3: Sus-
pected Sikh separatists shot
and killed at least 25 people
after kidnapping them in the
jungles of central India, a news
agency reported Monday, re-
ports UNB.

United News of India said
the bodies were found in the
forests of Pilibhit., 250 kilome-
ters (165 miles) east of New
Delhi.

The agency said at least 29
people were kidnapped on
Friday by suspected militants
who are demanding secession
from India for the state of Pun-
jab and separate Sikh nation.

Pilibit, about 30 miles (50
kms) south of the Nepalese
border, is in India's Uttar
Pradesh state east of Punjab
where many Sikh militants
fled after the Indfan army rein-
forced the Punjab police
against the separatist earlier
this year,

United News did not iden-
tify the victims by name or re-
ligion, in line with the practice
of the Indian media which they
believe avoids fanning commu-
nal strife.

But Sikh militants often
target Hindus, the religious

that accounts for 82
per cent of India's 844 million

le.

3ﬁ'lc militants say they are
discriminated culturally and
politically in India. ugh
they are only two percent of
the popu
a slight majority in Punjab.

At least 2,471 people have
in separatist-related vio-
this year.

died
le nce



