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A Glimmer of Optimism

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

Oﬁ-hundtumnmﬁrdummnun
secret dream every you

one's heart. Unfortunat
muu;‘mu t ll.lﬁ';, Jm.lhr: frﬁl:m material-
st most people. It is therelore very en
m::n‘ln‘ when prolessors from well men

universitics come o leach a course for a
term or two or jusl give a few lectures on spe
cific subjects. se¢ occasional visits our

students an idea of teaching me s used

abrosd.
Vietor D. Lippit, a visiti professor had
enough credentials to make his Ba eshi

students feel to be in his ¢ .

alffornia at Riverside, he has undergraduate
and graduate degrees from schools as prestig-
ious as Harvard and Yale.

Yet his demeanor was both unassuming and
friendly as he mtltedd::.htl ex ﬂtﬂlnﬁ*;of teach-
ing Bangladeshi stu is at t -
drl..“qh Institute of Development Studies). is
was part-of an advanced train programme in
Economics and Quantitative Tec oFun with
a duration of 2 weeks, at the end ol which cer-

tificates were given to the participating stu-
dents, A total of 6 lectures were delivered by

the r under the titles of
“Socialist, economic develop-
ment in the post Soviel era,’
“the future of the capitalist
world economy”™, “class siruc-
ture and surplus use in less de-
veloped countries,” "China's cc-
onomic reforms in co tive
ive® and “the future of
falism.” In addittion Lippit
also had lectures schedu al
the Centre for Soctal Studics at
Dhaka University.

The main arca of discussion
Professor I.J,Bgn concentrated
on, in the BI Programimne was
the political economy of devel-
opment in a posl viet era
One of the most press| ques - |

of irmrmnm from the University of

This economic boom said Lippit. will de
pend on conlinued cxpansion of world rade
and consceasus of GA (General reement on
Trades and 'ﬁnﬂanrwrlhlmnl is said the
professor, “won't begin soon because we are
still suffering from the altermath of loolish poli
cies of the I1980's. Thus lor example. the t::-ci
ol debt of the US is oo high to sustain vigorous
growth for the next several years But there are
strong forovs Lo generale wih not in the US
but in the capitalist world in general In addi
tion. the Increasing role of Russia. Easl Europe
and China in the world economy is going to
open substantial markets. It is therclore very
important for Third World countries to be pre

lo take advantage ol the opportunitics
hat will open-up as countries become econom
ically more intcgrated and there will be a his
toric shift of manufacture from advancetd coun
tries to the Third World countries™

When asked o comment on the Bangladeshi
students he had o teach for two wecks Lippit
replied enthusiastically, "l think they are very
good students. They have a high level of sophis
tication in understanding issues. | would have
liked them (o participate more but for the
most par!t they could express thémsclves very

precisely when raising a ques-
tion.

Although Prolessor Lippit
wias not oo familiar with Ban-
ladesh's economy he said that

would spend some time stu
dying it before leaving for the
States. He however, had inter
csling comments to make on
cconomic activitics in  this
country. "The problem scems
to me, he said, “is that there is
oo much rent secking activity
Rent sceking allows people Lo
have the license W own some-
thing and the owner of this lf-
| cense gets income by venting it
out. but this income does not
come from productive aclivity’,

tions said Lippit, rai by the | Lippit then gave an example to
collapse of :I!:cp Sovicl Unin is ! T i show how productivily could be
what implications are there for Victor D. Lappit increased by reducing rent

alternative ecconomic systems. In specilic
terms, whether the capitalist alternative is the
only choise. Lippil mentioned that an impor-
tant element to Ec considered when talking of
different economic systems is Lo see things in
terms of class interest, that is, which class is
controlling the surplus that cach economy
generates. Based on this argument Lippit con-
cluded Lthat the Soviet type economy was a stat-
ist rather than socialist cconomy. It's collapse
he added, reflected the internal inefliciencics
and contradictions of a centrally planned econ-
omy. So, is capitalism the answer? Not quite
according to Lippit. He argued that in the long
run a capital world econo cannot be sus-
tained largely due to the rise of contradictions
between cconomic growth and the environ-
ment which csucntlaﬁiy is a political question.
The good news however sald the economist, is
that over the interim period an economic boom
will be forthcoming in the next five years. This
period of expanding surplus, Lippit added,

would be a time to address the critical prob-
lems facing humankind including problems of
economic development in the Third World, de-

lerforation of the envirpnment and social dete-
rforation burden in industrdalized countries but
are also creeping into the Third World.

secking. There were, he sald about 200,000
rickshaws in Bangladesh each cosling aboul
200 dollars; il cach rickshaw puller could be
come the owner of the rickshaw instead of pay
ing the "mahajan” for its usc, then his income
would increase by about 40 per cent. "This is
cxcellent™, he said. "Moreover the total cost of
this projcet should be about 40 million dollars
which is not that high in terms of aid levels.”
Professor Lippit has travelled exclusively all
over Asia. |lis travels included a short-term full
bright lectureship in Pakistan, and visits to Ma
laysia, Singapore and Shenzen — an cconomic
zone of China. With a graduate degree in Chi
nese and Economics, Lippit has had a special
interest in land reforms in China — a subject
for his diversification tn graduate school
Although net very cxpansive when asked
about his personal life, Lippit disclosed he had
recently remarried and had 6 children with the
youngrsl being 14 and the oldest 28. lHis inter
ests included recading, travelling, playing
bridge, chess and "attending to family maltters.”
He though! that Bangladeshi people were very
kind and (rendly although he did express his
discomfindre ' av biing constantly lollowed

around Lhe  strcets by pocsisiont mendicants
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PDF held a rally at Purana Paltan crossing yesterday demanding trial of killers of CPB

leader Ratan Sen.

107 lawyers
demand Shahrier's
reinstatement

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 107 lawyers of the
Supreme Court Sunday de-
manded the reinstatement of
Shahrter Kabir 10 the post of
the Executive Editor of the
Weekly Bichitra

;I'hry include Barrister
Abdul Haque, Barrister Amirul
Islam, Advocale Shudangsu

Shckhar Haldar, Advecate
Gaziul Haque, and Advocate
Shahara Khatun

The lawyers said Kabir had
been removed [rom his service
for his political beliels and role
in the Ekattarer Ghatak Dalal

Nirmul Commillec

oo

BTV
Monday

— Btar photo

| PDF threatens to
cripple govt

By Staff Correspondent

The Patriotic Democratic
Front (PDF] yesterday warned
that it would organise the pro-
lfberation people to cripple

government i im jate
action was nol laken against
the identified terrorists.

The PDF made the warning
at a rally held at Purana Paltan
crossing in the capilal protest
ing the murder of CPB leader
Ratan Sen

PDF Convenor Pankaj
Bhattacharya made an urgent
call to the components of
former eight party alllance in-
cluding Awami League and the
five-party combine to group
up with various professional
and trade union bodies with a
view to launching an anti-gov
crmmenl moverment

"It's regrettable that the de
feated forces of Liberation War
are still killing those who won

sheltering the killers.

The PDF leader blamed the
Home Minister for instigating
the terrorists through his
statement In the Jatiya
Seungmad

Addressing the rally Nurul
islam Nahid alleged the gov-
ernment was deliberately In
dulging in terrorism and back
ing up the anti-liberation ele-
ments. The government acts
were encouraging the Jamaat
Shibir clique to kill the free
dom fighters, he added

In this context, he said. he
had reasons lo belicve that the
governmen! was involved with
the terroriam

Also addressed the rally,
Alhaj Abdus Samad, Dilip
3aruva, Moniruzaman, Habibur
Rahman and others Noni
Gopal Saha was In the chair

The rally was followed by a
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Limestone, coal mine in

Joypurhat should be tapped,
says Biswas

A 12-member delegation of
the Amra Kaj Bhalobashi, a
youth called on
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at Bangabhaban Sunday,
reports BSS,

The dele . led by Abu
Yousul Me Khaltlur
Rahmag MP from Joy
appraised the President of
their wellare-oriented pro-
grammes.

The programmes include
tree-plantation campaign, pre-
venting desertification, open-
ing of eye camps, free medi-
care to the poor and training
facilities to the youths.

While talking to them,
President Blswas said devel-
opment of all the area, tnclud-
ing northern part of the coun
try. would be carried out in a
planned manner.

He said the limestone and
coal mine were the important
natural resources lying In

' Joypurhat and those should be

tapped for the country's bene-
Ht

President Bilswas called

upon the youths to contribute
o the nation buflding actfvities
and bulld themselves up as law
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abiding and disciplined work

He said the youth force had
to be with work keep-
ing in view the socio-economic
condition and not to be guided
by more emotions.

He stressed the need for
undertaking people oriented
voluntary inftiatives to suppile-
ment the governments’ devel-
opment plans for the nation.

The President also advised
them to render the best possi-
ble services by acquiring skills
in various trades to generatle

more self-employment oppor-
lunities.

Australian HC
meets Talukdar

Australian High Commiss-
joner R K Gate called on LGRD
and Cooperatives Minister
Abdus m Talukdar at his
Secretariat office Sunday,
reports BSS

They discussed matters of
mutual interests. The minister
expressed hope that the
[rlendly ties and cooperation
between the two ecountries
would be further strengthened.
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Shower likely

By Staff Correspondent

Light to rain or shower is lik

ely at many places over

Chittagong and Khulna division and at a few places over Dhaka
and Rajshahi division during the next 36 hours commencing

6 pm Sunday.

Meteorological office forecast day temperature is likely to

remalin

nearly unchanged durt

the

Outlook for subsequent two : Rainfall activitics s likely

o Increase,

Extiended outlook for another five days : Little change
Dhaka, Khuina, Sylhet, Rangamati, Matjdee Court, Barishal,

Fly

Emirates

2-00 ﬂ?friirmiﬂﬂmmm' the battle”, Bhattacharya said procession which paraded Patuakhali, Khepupara and Jessore experienced rain
PYograric auh iy and accused these in power of Hn:mub&ndhu Avenue and yesterday, The highest rainfall recorded in Jessore was 46
Gulislan arcas mm
210 News in Hangla i $ g -
520 Rectanon from e | Breastfeeding Sranide Five Mhe sun sets in Dhaka today (Monday) at 6-40 pm and
i . [an S 11rs1 rises tomorrow (Tuesday) at 5-29 am
6-00 Cartoon = Tom the nasty Day UbSCWCd FABgT: Sharmeen Ra 1"{1: ._-napcrztu::;f huml.dll)r recorded In important cities
. CHITTAGONG, Aug 2: A dis § | hman stood I‘ bt et
6-30 Sports programme cusston on breastfeeding was . first in Finan Cities /Towns Temperature in Humidity in
7-00 Debate competition Reld at the sMce of the el Y clal Managem degree Celsius percenlage
8-00 News tn Bangla Siir herc yesterday in ob-. " ent at the MIEA Max Min 9 am ﬂ-gn
R-30 .H.F'll' Shahstha SCIVANCE Ui “'ﬂfld [ircﬂﬂ-th-' Course ﬂ}"!lll'm I}}Eikil 31 H 255 m
94-00 Harmah eding Day, reports BSS examination ol Chittagong 338 24.2 73 73
10 00 News in English o i the Institute of Rajshahi 32.4 25.4 B3 75
1025  Parflament round-up Ctvil Surgeon D R M Abdun - Business Ad Khulna 31.0 25.7 90 95
10-35 Highhights of Olympic Nur presided over the discus: minisirition, Dhaka University, Cox's Dazar 32.5 25.0 (o2, 82
140 Khabar / The news sion whilc rcprescenlalives says a pross relcase Sy lhet 325 . 93 73
1 S0 Tuesday's Programme | [rom national and ini¢crnadonal She 13 Lhe eldest daughyer Dic I 32.0 26.0 BE 17
summary voluMary agcncies partici of Rafig-uer Rahman, Addd Jessore 1] .6 25 2 ;
11:55  Closing tional Secretary, BCIC Bartshal 31.6 24.8 ., aa 97
Becoming a parent
| 18 a joy. Especially
1
| i the very first time

non-stop to Dubai.

L M,

Fmirates now ofters vou tour Hights
a week to Dubai with convenient onward

connections to 6 cines In l'.un:pr and the

.“iill“f' I-ast

(Jur new non-stop

departing every Monday night, flies you to

Dubai in the comtort of our modern

wide-bodied Airbus aircraft.

On board vou will find our]

uniqur }n*rm:nal video system in all 3 |

hf” For reservations piraﬁtf contact

your travel agent or Emirates G.S.A.
ABC Air Limited in Dhaka
241760/243797/245098

classes. This gives you a choice ot

and Iringli.'-:.h

Indian

|anguagr feature films,

Emirates

[ s
=5 : . ¢

1 o

'DAYS | MON | TuE WED | FRI

| A310 | B727 | B7272 | B727
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DAC 2330 | 1930 | 1930 | 19:30
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service,

ARN 0230 | 2359 | 2359 | 23:59

DXB
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SETVIOE.

with a further ftour

Fly us once, fly us always.

channéls of video entertainment.
And whatever class you f]}', vou will
enjoy our award-winning food and

or Chittagong 505647,
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hours of agonising apprehension.
And then the baby.
“It's a boy!”
Tears of welcome, rush of relief.
. Now for a whole new list
of things to do.
But first, a moment to myself. Phew.
I think I deserve a Gold Leaf now.

Months of rejoicing,
weeks of preparation,
days filled with
examples and advice,
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