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NEWS BRIEFS
SAMA launched

Bangladesh Chapter of
South Asian Media Association
(SAMA) was formally launched
yesterday (Sunday] at a func-
tion presided over by SAMA
President Mahboob Alam
Chowdhury, a former editor of
Bangladesh Times. Javed
Jabbar, Chairman of SAMA and
a former State Minister for
Information of Pakistan, ad-
dressed the meeting and pre-
scnted a briefl report on the
launching of Pakistan and Sri
Lanka chapters of the organisa-
tion. The meeting also decided
to hold a South Asian Media
corderence during the SAARC
summit in Dhaka in December,
reporis UNB,

B Chowdhury
visits Noon

Senior viee-chairman of
BNP and Deputy Leader of the
Jattya Sangsad Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury yes-
lerday visited the ailing BNP
central éommitiee Publicity

AKA Peroj Noon at
his residence: C 'dhur;
stayed for sometimes wil
Noon who recently under went
an -ptn htnﬂ surgery In

Inquired about

"Anand'a”“ﬂi"ihir
today

Different children organisa-
tons will bring out an 'Ananda
Michhil’, a procession of jubfla-
ton, in the city this morning
for ‘s ratification of
the international child rights
charter. The procession will
begin from Shishu Park and
end at Shishu Academy, a
press release of Terre Des
Hommes, a non- mment
organisation (NGO) said, re-
poris BSS.

Shopkeepers' hartal
in Jhenidah Aug 4
JHENIDAH. Aug 2 : Shop
" and traders’ samity ol
the district has ‘called for a
hartal on August 4 to prolest
the administration’s fatlure 1o
curb terrorism. samity
also gave an 72-hour ultimatum
to the local administration to
arrest Lhe Lerrorists who
ransacked and looted shops in

the town a week ago, reports
UNB.
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Parliamentary parties meet this afternoon

Al -led opposition plans

no-confidence motion

By Mahfuz Ullah & Nurul Kabir

The Opposition partics in
Parliament, barring Jamaat-c-
Islami, are meeting this after-
noon to work outl the modali-
ties of a no-confidence motion
against the government of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP).

Opposition sources told The
Daily Star that the no-confi-
dence motion would be moyed
to protest the laflure of the
government  to check  the
breakdown of law and order
affecting the politico-economic
stability of the country.

Besides, the Opposition felt
neglected as their repeated
demand for a Special
Parliamentary Committeec on
law and order had been ig-
nored by the Treasury bench.

Meanwhile, the law and or-
der situation came up for
stormy discussions In

Parliament on Thursday, July
30 and yesterday. Taking part
in the discussions, leading
members of the Opposition
demanded the resignation of
the Home Minister and indi-
cated that they would be con-
sirained 1o move the no-confi-
dence motion.

The meeting of the
Parliamentary parties and
groups would be held in the
chamber of the Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament at
3.30 pm today.

Opposition sources said that
a consensus had been reached
about the motion bul the meet-
ing would decide about the
timing of the motion.

The Article 159 and 160 of
the Rules of Procedure, the
Bible of Parliament, say that
any mcmber can move the no-
confidence against the Cabinet

and it needs support of 30
members for leave to be dis-
cussed in the House. It also
says that three days notice

would have o be given for the -

“motion o be accepted for dis-

cussion. The Opposition,
against this backdrop, s conlfi-
dent that their motion would
be discussed. They, however,
admitted that 'it would be de-
feated because of the majority

enjoyed by the Treasury
bench.’

Two senior leaders of
Awami League, preferring
anonymity, told The Daily Star
that. they were left with ne
other option but to move the
motion. They further said that
il nece they would get in
touch with Shetkh lHasina,
Leader of the Opposition, now
abroad, over telephone on this
issuc.

they were planning
o register protest and added
that they wcre doing it ‘to
echo the voice of the pcople.’
Rashed Khan Menon, con-
firming the move, said that
they would discuss the issue
today and after getting it ap-
proved at the party forum

wouwld press for its placing.

Maudud Ahmed, leader of |

the Jatlya Party parliamentary
party said that they were in-
vited to the meetling and
added that the motion would
be discussed.

BNP position, was, however,
not available about how |t was
planning to ride over the wsit-
uation to be created by this
Opposition move.

Uproar in House over

law and order

With the Awaml League
(AL)-led Opposition reilcrating
its demands for the resigna-
tion ol 1he llome Minister and
the formation of a Special
Parliamcentary Committee on
law and order, Parliament
vesterday witnessed a noltey:
scene over the prevailing law
and order situation in the
country.

lHowever, Lhe opposition
did not implement its walk-out
threat despite rejection of the
demands by the Treasury
bench,

By Staff Correspondent

Taking the Moor, immedi-

ately aflter munajat was oflered
for the late Abdul Wazed
Chowdhury, AL leader Tolael
Ahmcd raised the issue of
Ratan Sen’'s killing in Khulna
July 31,
-~ Tolael said that no action
had yc¢l been laken 1o nab the
culprits and added that the
sitluation was worsening across
the country.

lie said that it was the reso-
lution of the Opposition lo
florm a Parliamentary Commi-
ttec to solve the problem,

otherwise, the
should resign.

Tofael also raised questions
on the government decision Lo
deploy plain clothes policemen
to arrest mastans as the mea-
surc would bec used o vie-
limise epponcals.

Refuting the allegations n[
olael, State Minister for Co-
mmumnications Fazlur Rahman
Patal said that before the
government could implement
a derision a doubt was always
casl.

governmenl
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| President terminated

services of 16 law
officers, not |,

says Mirza Hafiz

By Staff Correspondent

' Termination ol the scrvices
of 16 government law officers
was done by the President and
not by the Law Ministry,
Minister for Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Aflairs Mirza
Golam Hallz said Sunday.

Addressing a crowded press
conference at the
Secretariat, the Law Minister

entdsthe! phe govergmecnt had

been taking necessary slcps
including reforming the laws
o stabilise and consolidale
parliamentary democracy in
the country.

Mirza Hafiz strongly deniced
some press reports that the
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BARCELONA, Aug 2: Two
British brothers caused the
biggest rowing shock of the
Olympics and an unheralded
Italian cyclist scooped the road
race litle today, busiest day of
the games so [ar with 30 gold
medals at stake, reports
Reuter.

American world champion
Eric Griflin lost his appeal
against a controversfal com-
_puter defeat in the boxing and
lennis world number threc
Pete Sampras became the lat-
est big name to topple out of
the depleted tennis tourna-
ment.

Britain, bouncing back after.
three of its athletes were sent
home in a doping scandal,

US sprinter Gail Devers proudly displays her gold which
she won in the women's 100m dash with a time of 10.82
seconds in Barcelona Saturday.

. — AFP photo

Biggest rowing shock
of the Olympics

Barcelona’92

were still eelebrating Linford

Christie's 100 metres win

when brothers Jonathag and

Greg Searle scooped anether
Id.

Il;"l"hm: British siblings de-
Sce Page 12 Col 6
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Shops in most of thc city markets remained closed ynterdny as a mark of prnte:t. against
extortions (top) and a proteur. rally of the businessmen in front of National Press Club (above).
— Star phutn

Hearing of writ continues

'Azam absconded abroad on|

pohtlco-military mission’

Golam Azam was asked by
the government through a
gazette notification to appear
before a court before he had
been disqualified to be a citi-

zen of Ba h, but he ab-
sconded abr on "a politico-
military mission”, reports
UNB.

This was stated by Atlorney
General Aminul Hugq in the
High Court yesterday, refuting
defence lawyer's contention
that the Jamaat leader had

never been given any notice to
explain his position before his

isqualilication.

"Itu not Lruc¢ that Golam
Azam has never been asked to
appeiar before any authority of
Bangladesh, rather he re-
mained absconded,” the gov-
ernment pleader sald on the
11th day of hearing of a writ
petition in Golam Azam's citi-
zenship case before a High
Court division bench,

The attorney read oul the
gazette notification of February
9, 1972 published on February
16 which asked Azam to ap-
pear before the Subdivisional

Magistrate of Brahmanbaria or

ul‘ Dhaka sadar (south) at the
court at 3 pm on February 22

as required for an enquiry and

other ings connected
with an offence punishable un- -
der the Ba esh Collabora-
1lors (S Tribunal) Order,
1972 ident order No B of
1972).

The subpoena, also pub-

lished in daily newspapers,
further said as the government
had reasons o believe that the
said Golam Azam was abscond-
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City shop
OWICEIS
observe

strike

By Staff Correspondent

Shops in the capital re-
maincd closed yesterday as the
shop owners went on a strike
protesting extortion of money
and demanding punishment
to the killers of Fazlur Rahman
alias Mona.

Mona, a city businessman,
was shot dead by unidentified
miscreants recently. _

Shops in the city super
markets fincluding- the gov-
crnment New Market, Ele-
phant Road, Baitul Mokarram
and the wholesale markets of
Moulvibazar were shut from
dawn to dusk.

- City dwellers had to halit
their shopping for the day.

Observance of the strike
was marked by explosion of
crackers at the t Road
when a procession of the
strikers was passing through
the area in the afternoon.

According to witnesses, the
crackers were hurled at the
processionists. None was,
however, injured in the inci-
dent.

The Moulvibazar Shop-own-
crs’ Association which ﬂﬂlcd
for the strike, a ral

in front of the Jatiya Press Clu

in the afternoon.
A five-point charter of de-
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DU body to
settle
BCL feud

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au-
thorities Sunday formed a

commitiee to tiate peace
between two feuding factions
of Awami League Chha-
tra League.

The committee was formed
joint meeting of the

tor¥ and provosts of different

residential halls with the Vice

Chancellor Professor Maniruz-
raman Miah in the chair.

'The meeting discussed
ways and means to drive out
the outsiders from the resi-
dential halls for restoration of
peaceful academic atmosphere
on the campus.

The Local Government
Comunission Sunday presented
its report to Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia recom-
mending a two-tler system for
local administration, reports
UNDB.

The Commission, formed
on November 24, had 1B
meetings before finalising the
report on July 30.

Prime Minister thanked the
Commission and said its rec-
ommendations will be con-
sidered by the government.

She hoped that the report
will help formulate a compre-
hensive guideline for the local
governmendt.

| Explaining the salient fea-

tures of the report, Informa-
tion Minister and Chairman of
the Commission Barrister
Nazmul Huda said the report
fulfilled the constitutional
pledge of the democratic gov-
ernment to make the admin-
istration more transparent.

He said the two-tler system

| — union and district council—

will strengthen the democratic
process as all members at
both levels would be elected
representatives,

The down-to-top planning
system would ensure people’s
participation in the develop-

ment programmes of the gov-

Two-tier system for
local govt suggested

crnment. A better coordination
would be possible under the
system which would ensure
more check and balance, Bar-
rister Huda said.

[3SS adds: The Information
Minister said it would com-
pris¢ union parishad at village
level and zila parishad to dis-
trict level. There will also be a
gram sabha with 10 elected
members from each village, he
said adding the union
parishads would remain ac-
countable to gram sabhas.

The 17-member commis-
sion prepared the report in
cight months time. Members
of the commission attended
the presentation ceremony.
State Minister for Land Kabir
Hossain, Deputy Minister for
LLGRD and Cooperatives Abdul
Hye, Members of: Parliament
Dr A Moin Khan, ATM Alamgir
and Asfar Hossain Mollah,
Cabinet Secretary Ayubur
Rahman, Professor Lutful Hugq
Chowdhury, Dr Amirul Islam
Chowdhury, . Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed, Dr Sheikh Moksed Alj,
SM Al-Hossaini, Secretary to
the Prime Minister Dr Kamal
Uddin Siddiqui, Dr Ali Ahmed,
Dr Fazle Hossain Yusuf, Joint
Secretary Local Government
Division L. R Bhuilyan and

. Commissioner Dhaka l)ivisinn

Badiur Rahman.

Tripura CM suggesté

‘Delhi should take steps
to repatriate Chakmas’

CALCUTTA, Aug 2: The
Tripura Chiel Minister, Samir
Ranjan Barman, today e¢x
pressed the hope that the cen-
tre would take nccessary sleps
to repatriate the Chakmas,
sheltered in the state’'s differ-
ent camps in south district, by
having negotiations with the
Bangladesh government, re-
ports PTI,

Barman fold a press confcr-
ence here that the state gov-
ernment had already sent a list

of the refugees to the centre. |
hope the process of repalria
tion will take place not before
the winter,’ he added.

Claiming that insurgency of
the All-Tripura Tribal Force
(ATTFY had been ‘under con-
trol' in the state, the Chiel
Minister alleged that confes-
sional slatements by the ar-
rested ATTF activists in courts
revealed that the ATTF had
'links with the CPI (M)
sides, he further alleged thll
the CPI (M) had prnvtded
‘political protection and arms’
to the ATTF insurgents.

Of the 53 persons killed by
the ATTF in 1991-92 in
Tripura, ‘none of them be-
longed to the CPI (M),

See Page 12 Col 7

BARCELONA, Aug 2
Olympics medals table on th!
eighth day of competition Sun-
day after eight events ftabula-
ted— Gold, Silver, m:

G 8 B
17
6
14 11

United States

.
Lad

Poland
Franoe
Hritain
I sania
Canada
Italy
Citma
Crechoslovakia
Turkey
Bulgara
Norway
Brazt]
Estonia
Greece
Sweden
New Zealand
Netherlands
Yugoslavs
lsrac

Note : Twe geld
were awared in the women's
vault Gymnstica. Two bronze
medals awarded injudo .
The bronge total of the CIS has
been amended after light-heasy-
weight weightlifter Samadov was
stripped of his medal.
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Myanmar rejects
UN involvement
in Rohingya
repatriation

Myanmar is reported to
have rejected outright the
proposal for invelving the
United Nations or any of its
agencies in the repatriation of
the Rohingya refugees, reports
UNB.

The proposal was repeat-
edly forwarded to Yangon at of-
ficial level meetings of the two
countries, the last one held at
the Myanmar frontier town of
Maungdaw in thi: third week of
July.

The Myanmar government's
rcflusal to accept the world
bady in the repatriation mech-
anism has stalled the "sale and
voluntary return” of about 3
lakh refugees to their home-
land in Arakan, Myanmar,
diplomatic sources said here.

The repatriation was due (o
begin on May 15 last as per
agreement between the two
countries.

Several world leaders have
expressed concern over the
continued violation of human
rights in Myanmar forcing the
Rohingyas to flee to the neigh-
bouring Bangladesh in their
thousands.

Preparations
for SAARC
summit afoot

By Toufique Imrose

Khalidi

Dhaka plans simple but im-
pressive ceremonies for the
seventh SAARC summit it will
host in the second weck of
December.

The summit, an annual
cevent of the sseven-nation
South Asian Association for

Regional Cooperation (SAARC),
has returned to Dhaka a year
carlier, as Bhutan, the sched-
uled host for the seventh con-
ference, passed it over citing
lack of facilities.

Launched in Dhaka in 1985,
the SAARC has brought to-
gether Bangladesh, India, Pak-
istan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan
and the Maldives for the uplilt
of the region’s one billion peo-

e

i Preparations for the Dec.
12-14 summit have got un-
derway with the rmment
approving a Tk eight-crore
budget, setting up ministerial-

level committees, a p 5.
tory committee heade
f[ormer Foreign B-Errttar}'

Farug Ahmed Chowdhury and a
summit cell of officials.
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman will travel
to six SAARC countries next

he | month to extend Prime Minis-
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