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Courier crashes

BARCELONA, Aug |: Jim
Courier's CARame un

Sgturday against big-
Mare Rosset of Switurl

and the ranked Am-:rlﬂm
sulflered a , 8-2, 6-1 losa in
the thirfi round of the

Olympics, reports AP.

in women's play, Stefli Gral
moved a step closer to her
second gold medal by beating
Magdalena Maleeva of Bulgaria,
6-3, 6-4. Third-seeded
Jennifer Capriati also advanced
to the quarterfinals when she
climinated Yayuk Basuki of
Indonesia, 6-3, 6-4.

Courier's upset came on red
clay, his favourite surface and
Rosset's worst. But the 1.96
metre Euro , ranked 44th,
dominated the short points
and held his own on the long
ones.

The loss, which will have no
impact on Courier's No |
world ranking, leaves No 3
Peter Sampras as the top re-
maining seed in the men's
lournament.

Courier, the French Open
champion the past two years,
had said he considered a gold
medal more important than a
Grand Slam title, but hc
looked increasingly listless as
the match wore on.

Gral, the 1988 gold medal-
ist at Seoul and the top seed at
Barcelona, has yet to lose a set
in three matches. That's given
her time to fantasies about
other sports.

“I'd like to play with the
Dream Team (US men's bas-
ketball team), that's for sure,”
she said with a laugh. "And in
track and field, the 800 me-
tres or 100 metres would be
something I would really love
to compete in."

Capriati advanced despitc

starting slowly and stumbling
near the finish. She fell behind

3-1, won the next 10 games

and then lost four straight be-

fore finishing ofl
ranked No 42.

No 5 Conchita Martinez of
Spain beat South African
Amanda Coetzer, 6-4, 6-3. No
6 Manuela Maleeva-Frangniere
of Switzerland beat Mexican

ica Gavaldon, 6-0, 6-3,

The final match on centre
court pitted No 5 Boris Becker
against Frenchman Fabrice
Santore, ranked 37th.

In the first two rounds,
Becker scrambled against first-
time opponents. He needed
five sets to beat Christian Ruud
of Norway. ranked No 312, and
he won a tough four-set match
from Morocco's Younes E]
Aynaoui, ranked No 310.

"For them, it's a once-ig-a-
lifefime chance to play agafnst
Boris Becker, so they're play-
ing 135 per cent,” Becker ll.'ld

Basuki,

Perkins feels he

can do better

BARCELONA, Aug

: Kieren Perkins
‘bEHE‘H’El he is
quile capable of

i breaking the wor-
winning the 1,600 metres fre-
cslyle Olympic gold on Friday,
reports Reuter.

But the 18-year-old Aus-
tralian is not sure he will still
be competing in the marathon
of swimming by the time the
Atlanta Games come round in

ld record he set.

KIEREN PERKINS

1996.

“it's a very tough evenl and
it's okay when you're young. |
think as long as 1 still have the
will | can keep improving my
times,” Perkins said alter tak-
ing almost five seconds off his
own record in the Olympic fi-
nal.

"| want to keep swimming
until Atlanta but whether it
will be in the 1,500 metres |
don't know. 1 might not have
the motivation to keep swim-
ming the 1,500 metres by that
time."

Perkins proved himselfl a
worthy Olympic successor to
the great Viadimir Salnikov,
one of his swimming heroes
who won the 1,500 metres
gold in Seoul.

His erushing victory here
shows he rhay well dominale
the most exhausting event in
swimming as completely in the
19908, a9, the. Seviet swign
did lnm decade up lo
1988 Games,

The quiet
won in 14 minutes 43.48 sec

Queenslander

onds, almost 12 seconds ahead
of fellow Australian Glen
Housman,

Germany's Joerg Hollmann,
who touched out Perkins al
the 1991 World champfonship
in probably the greatest 1,600
metres race of all time, won
the bronze.

"Your best swims are always
the easiest to do and this swim
did not feel that hard,” Perkins
said.

"It didn't matter about the
world record. Winning is what
you want. World records don't
count. It would not have mal-
tered if I'd swum 16 minutes.”

Perkins, who also won a sil-
ver medal in the 400 mclres
freestyle, said there was no se-
cret to his success, "l just train
very hard, about 15 to 16
kilometres a day in preparing

_ for this,” he said.

Coach John Carew belicves
it's only a matter of time be-
fore Perkins goes below 15:40
with his languid, efTicient
stroke.

But it wasn't always so casy.
When he first started swim-
ming Perkins was so terrified
of putting his face in the watcer
that his then-coach used to
keep it under with a broom
handle. .

As a young boy he found it

to concentrate but a near-
fatal accident when he was
nine calmed him down.

Chasing his younger brother
in the garden, he ran through
a closed glass door at full
speed, Perkins had 86 stitches

in his left leg and was not able .

to walk properly for many
wecks.
Swimming played an impor-

tant part in his rehabilitation
and he saw soon medclling his
siroke on compatriot Murrary
Rose, a 400 and 1,500 metres
Olympic champion in 1956,
Twiddling a ring medelled
on the five Olympic rings
studded with three diamonds
for the world records hé held
before the Games, Perkins said
his victory had still net sunk
“In yecars lo come M ook
biack on this but at thc mo-
mr:nt I'm just spun out.,” hc

o

Hungarian heroes defy the odds

BARCELONA, Aug

1: Tamas Darnyi

and Krisztina

Egerszeg! proved

' al the Barcelona

Olympics that the

fall of communism in castern

Europe has not sunk |lungary

in the swimming pool, rcperts
Reuler.

While fermer communist

swimmer Tamas Darn
ﬂ‘hﬂn-ﬂl“m'ﬂoy LﬁlMI Friday.

to the collapse of most of the
Socialist sporls systems which
picked out talented youngsters
al a young age and bred them
into Olympic Champions.

But the Hungarian swim-
ming squad, backed by shrewd
businessmtan OCyorgy Zem-
plenyi, have managed to keep

the cream of their swimming

talent intact since the political

KR ISZTINA EG I:.RF‘.ZEGI

Zemplenyl has helped raise
the money for travel abroad to
help the Hungarians escape
from a cold, landlocked coun-
try to training camps in the
sun as well as leading sponsor-
ship programmes to ensure
the financial backing of the
SWimmers.

Darnyl paid tribute 1o Zem-
plenyi as he sal with him at a
post-race news conference.

“Hie has been a gheal help. |

kiss from teammate Attila Cene after

don'l need to concentrale on
anything apart from swim-
ming.” said.

Zemplenyi, who used to
work in soccer sponsorship,
was asked by Damnyi's coach
Tamas Szcchy to help out
ITungarian swimming aller
state funding flor rt was cul
by a hall with 'ﬁ political
changes three years ago.

"Before they could just ring
up and ask for money and
would get it Dut the money
went down by hall and its value
was reduced.” Zemplenyl said

"My job is to create good
conditions for thelr work. I'm
responsible for everything
from the moment the swim
mers get oul of the pool until
they get in it again.”

The framework bas helped
the reserved Dary! keep up
his cight-ycar dominance of
the medley events since the
1985 European Champi-

Darnyi and Egerszegl ha

a e
now both won a total of four
Olympic titles at the last two
Games. Egerszegl also tri-
Wﬂl in the 100 backstroke

400 individual medley in
Barcelona.

But although Darnyt plans to
continue his Oly carcer al
the 1996 Atlanta 8 where
Egerszeg! 1s almost certain to
competle, there is no race be-
tween the itwo swimmers to
win the most medals.

“There is not going to be a
batile between us al we
have both won four medals. We
are friends,” Egerszegl said.
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OLYMPIC SPECIAL

Summer Sanders of the US waves te spectators after winning the women s Z(H}m butteﬁly

swimming gold in Barcelona Friday. ——AFPphoto—

Swimming finishes with a

BARCELONA, Aug

l: Kieren Perkins

annihilated his

rivals, Krisztlina

| Egerszegi achi

cved a dazzling
golden treble and the Olympic
swimming programme closed
in a cascade of world records
on Friday. reports Reuter.

Eighteen-year-old Aus-
tralian DPerkins turned the
men's | 500 metres (reestyle
into a procession and carved
ncarly five seconds off his
world record as he leflt Ger-
man world champion Joerg
Holfmann trailing out of sight.

JelT Rouse trimmed his 100
backstroke world mark and In-
spired the US men's medley
relay squad to equal the world
record sct by the American
teaam at the Seoul Games.

The United States Anished
lop nation in the Bernat Picor-
nell pool with 11 titles.

Yang Wgngy! lowered her
own world mark 1o win the 50
metres [reestyle gold and
bring China's powerful we-
men's squad their fourth title.

Hungary's Egerszegi, with-
oul peer in women's back-
stroke, retained her 200
backstroke title with astonish-
ing ease. She became the on
swimmer Lo win three -
ual titles at the Games alter
collecting the 400 individual

and 100 backstroke.

Fellow Hungarian Tamas
Darnyl managed to repeat his
golden 200 and 400 individual
medley double of Seoul but had
to fight a tremendous battle to
win Friday's 200 event by a
fraction.

American Summer Sanders,
a silver and bronze already in
her possession, finally clin-
ched her Olympic gold with a
brave win in the women's 200
metres butterfly.
| MOST MOMENTOUS

WIN

But Perkins supplied the
| most momentous victory of the

day, leaving the rest for dead
| as he br.u! further and fur-
ther ahead. He finished in |
minutes 43.48 seconds to s
492 seconds from the world
| record he aet in Canberra last

April,
But alter narrow defeat by
Russian Sadovyt In the

400 metres f[recstyle  final,
| Perkins wanted the utle fagr
more than the record

. "It ddn't matter aboul the
world record,” he said.

is what you want
World records don't chunt. It
wouldn't have mattered f I'd

swum |6 minutes.”

lloffmann, who beat Perkins
to the 1991 World Champi-
onship gold by just 0.22 scc-
onds in a Titanic duel in Perth,
could nol live with the pace
this time

Glen lousman made it an
Australian one-two by taking
the silver in 14:556.29, with
Hoffmann just hanging on for
the bronze in 15:02.29,

"Best swims arc always easi-
est to dd. The swim did not
feel that hard but | don't think
I could have gone a helluva lot

faster,” Perkins said.
“1 think what | did was
amazing,” he added. "If | hadn't

got a gold medal. | didn’'t want
to go home.”

ROUSE REDEEMS

Rouse, beaten to the 100
backstroke gold by Canadian
Mark Tewksbury, made
ameuds in the relay by lower-
ing his backstroke world mark
to 53.88.

It gave the US the perfeet
medley relay start. Nelson
Diebel, Pablo Morales and Jon
Olsen concluded the business
by equalling the world mark of
3:39.93 set in Scoul by their
US predecessors

EGERSZEGI'S A CLASS
APART

Egerszegl lowered her own
Olympic 200 backstroke re-
cord for the sccond time in a
day to 2:07.06 but the 2.40-
sccond gull which separated

her from silver medalist Dag-

- Y :
US swimmers (IL.R) Pablo Morales, Jeff Rouge, Jon Olsen and Nel
gold medals why h they won in the men's 4x100m mediey in

fantastic flourish

mar Hase ol Germany was

more remarkable.
Egcrszegi said: 7l

could win again.”

DARNYT'S UNIQUE
DOUBLE

Teammate Darnyi had 1o
work harder than ever to
complete a unique Olympic in-
dividual medicy double at suc-
cessive Games,

Darnyi, double world cham-
pion in both 1986 and 1991,
trailed fourth at the final turn
but hauled his way past his ri-
vals to win by just 0.21 sec-
onds from American _Greg

Burgess.

CHINESE ONE WO

Yang and Zhuang Yong, the
women's 100 frecestyle cham-
pion, made it one-two-for
China in the 50 freestyle and
Yang trimmed her four-year-

knew |

old world record from 24.98 |

o 24.79.

*The US team is not as ter-
rifying as we thought.” Zhuang
said.

Sanders was one American
who got the belter of Chinese
opposition, overlaking Wang
Xiaong to win the women's

in 2:08.67.

Having been beaten to the
200 individual medley gold by
Lin Li, Sanders staked every-
thing on her last event.

“The pressure started to hit
me last night. It was all getti
a little too much. It's l
it's over.” she said.
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Spanish puncher
shocks Griffin

BARCELONA, Aug 1: Rafael
Lozano of Spain pulled off the
biggest upset so flr in the
Olympic boxing competition,
beating world champion Eric
Griffin in a Mght Nlyweight fight
Saturday, reports AP.

US olficials immediately
fiYedd u protest over the scor-
ing. §

The protest questioned the
accuracy ol a ncw computer
scoring syslcm, introduced as
a result of a scoring uproar at
the last Games.

Lozano, draped in a Spanish
Nlag as the decision was an-
nounced, was ruled the winner
by one punch in the 48-kilo-
gram bout against the wop US
gold medal hope in boxing.

He frustrated Griffin in the
first two rounds, then landed
decisive punches in the third
round to take a 6-5 win.

Griffin appeared to be
landing well in Lhe second
round alter laking a 2-1 first-
round edge over Lozano, who
stands only 1.49 meters tall
The Spaniard was forced to
take a standing 8 count with a
Murry ol head punches with 15
ung::h left in ﬂ'ﬁ round.

spite the flurry., Griffin
was credited with landing only
one punch the entire round.

°l felt ke | dominated from
the first to the third round,”
Griffin said. "1 feel like |
scored 25 to 30 points. | think
sometimes the judges get
mixed up and give punches to
Lhe wrong corner.”

US boxing executive direc-
tor Jim Fox said the protest
was [iled because four ol the
five judges backing up a new
computer scoring system be
ing used in the Olympics had
Griffin scoring 23 more
punches than Lozano.

With the comiputer sysi¢m,
however, at least three of the
five judges have to record each
blow within a seccond for it lo
count.

The scoring system re-
sulted from a scoring scandal
at the 1988 Olympics when
judges awarded South Korean
home [avourite Park Si-lHun a
points victory over Roy Jones
ol the United States in the
light middleweight final. The
decisfon wds widely constd-
cred a blatant mistake.

One bout judge, Keith
D.dzie of Ghana, was working
his first fight since returning
from a twp-day Olympic sus-
pension for low scoring.

"Eric fought the same fight
he's won everything with,” US
coach Joe said of Griflin,
who has dominated his divi-
sion for three years and is a
two-time world champion.

In the 54-kilogram class,
North Korean bantamweight Li
Gwang Sik took a 15-8 win
over Sergio Rcyes of the
United States.

Appeal rejected

BARCELONA, Aug |
international volleyball o s
loday rcjected what was prob-
ably the final attempt to re-
store the United States’ open-
ing-game victory over Japan,
reports AP, -
The International Volleyball
Federation turned down the
request from the US Olympic

Commitlee o reconsider iis

decision to give Japan the vic-
tory, but pledged to review the
protest procedures, according
to USOC spokesman Mike
Moran.

No further appeals were
planned, Moran said.

“The federation politely
turned down the request and
promised to look into the mat-
ter in the future,” Moran said.
“There's nothing more we plan
to do.”

The review committee
Monday upheld a Japanese
protest that US player Bob
Samuelson should have been
cjected at match point in the
fourth set because he was
given a sccond yellow card for
yelling at officials. Two yellow
cards result in a red card and a

| point for the opposing team.

BARCELONA
~ BRIEFS

A smashing best-seller
ARCELONA, 1 (Re-
uter] - A of

opcra arias sung al the
Olympics npcnlngwﬂtrt-
mony has sold ‘
copices worldwide in two
days, the record company
said on Friday.

The recording is of a se-
lection of arias sung by
Placido Domingo, Jose Ca-
rreras, Montserrat Caballe
and other stars at the lavish
opening last Saturday.

Things people lose

HE woman who lost

her underwear has been
luckier than the Olympic
archer who mislaid his bow
and arrows and the vaulter
who can't find his pole.

Her belongings have
turned up among nearly
300 ftems of lost
handed in at the Athete's
Village since the Games be-
gan last Saturday. Thetrs
have not, yet

"You wouldn’t believe the
things people lose.” said
Maria Angels Rabassa, who
runs an office that has been
deluged with sunglasses,
keys, Olympic accreditation
passcs, camecras,

luit- and jewecllery. "l never
xpected this much.”

Realgoldmh-'

ARINA |

Russia’s 'Golden ’Bﬂr‘
won a second gold medal
for the Unificd Team when
she ook the women's air

pistol titic here Saturday,
reports AFP

The Il.m.kjr Logvinenko,
only 1.57m (5t lin) tall,
won the women's sporis
pistol crown on Monday.

Olympic holder Jasna
Sekaric from Serbia led
before Saturday’s final shot
and finished level on points,
but had to settle for the
silver as ko scored
better in the final.

The bronze went Lo

Maria Grusdeva of Bulgaria.
Good for marathoners

ARCELONA'S Olympic
traffic regulations are a

breath of fresh air for
marathon runners.
Pollution in the city

centre could fall by 156 per
cert now that cars have
been banned [rom the most
central streets to stop snal-
ups, according to a study
being conducted by a
Bareclona University in col-
laboration with German and
US scientists

"We com a normal
day before the Games with a
day when the traffic re-
strictions were in place.”
team member Lazaro Fre-
mades said.

More than 30,000 carp a
day normally belch out ex-
haust fumes which clog the
scaside air leaving a hazy
smog over the city,

in addition, the Athletes’
Village and scveral sporting
venues are within five km
(three miles) of the citys'
principal waste incinerator
which relecascs fumes as it
burns most of Barcelona's
trash every night.

Competitors, already
battling with sweltering
heat and high humidity,
earlicr complained the sea
was f[ilthy and swimming
with condoms

The women's marathon
begins on August | and the
men's event on August 8,
the last day of the Games.
Both end with a steep climb
to the hilltop Montjuic
Stadtum.

And now, free condoms

arc giving away 60,000
ndoms [ree to athletes

to buy them
dispensing machines.
will now be avail-
able from the 24-hour
chemist in the Athletes’ Vil-
lage instead of in the dis-

is over and several of the
big events have fintshed.

Steffi Graf's fantasies
TEFF! Gral daydreams
about wi a gold

medal in h% or
track.

Gral, the 1988 gold

medalist at Seoul and the

during the Games.

"3«'.“‘!‘1’-] 1 slept

day,” she said “I'm to
try te go to the 100

. though.*



