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Sowing the Seed of
Consensus

editorials, commentaries and articles
we have (ried to tmriu'm upon our political lead-
ers about the critical need to have a consensus to
push forward our deve t nda. But so far
we have had no takers. We not with extreme
concern that the gap between the two leading
ies — the ru BNP and the opposition
wami League — has widened over the past
months instead of gett narrowed. A deep sus-
marks the relations between them with
the result that each tries to outmanoeuvre wand
also look for every possibility to embarrass each
other. This perhaps is the norm of party politics
and is quite in line with parliamentary democracy
that we have instituted.
But it is definitely not healthy for a country that
is faced with a monumental development chal-
. Commonsense dictates that the task is too

% any one party or up to accomplish in
ation of the others. Yet our political parties
continue to follow the go-alone policy. Why ? The
obvious answer is political shortsightedness. It
appears that they

have taken a vow not to learn
from the experiences of the past. Once elected.
the party in power seems to believe that no other
party had ever been so elected, and what they are
g to achieve will outshine everyone who pre-
ceded them. With that assumption. they brush
aside all tions for co-operation from those
who lost and whose offer of help is seen as an at-
tempt to share in the glory. is has been the
case of the victorious Awami League afler our lib-
eration and it is equally true for the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party which is now in power.

So what do we do now ? If any meaningful con-
sensus Is to emerge, the initiative will have (o
come {rom the ruling party. The finance minister
has correctly pointed out that on the issue of
promoting private-sector-driven economic devel-
opment, there already exists a policy-level con-
sensus among all political parties, especially be-
tween the AL and the BNP. Now the challenge is
to tum this policy-level consensus into an action-
level consensus. How ? Our concrete suggestion
is that the BNP and the AL must stop the current
reckless competition to win over thugs and
criminals among workers to capture labour
uniofis in the hope that it will give them a politi-
cal dividend in the near future. In a mindless
competition to capture CBAs and unions in big
industrial enterprises — the most important case
in point being Adamjee Mills — the ruling party
and the AL are wooing all sorts of criminal and
opportunistic elements into their folds. The re-
cent incident at the head office of Titas Gas
clearly shows how the same old elements — those
who served the autocratic regime — are trying to
enter the ruling party once again to serve their
personal and colerie interests.

However important the services of these
criminal elements may appear to be in the short
run, in the long run these very elements will
ruin the good name and the goodwill of the ruling
party. The Awami League must also take a long-
term view of things as far as industrial discipline
and productivity is concerned. If they do not help
the BNP to restore discipline in theé industrial
units, it will be served with the same ‘medicine
as and when they come to power in the future.
The most important thing is that the labour
unions will have to be rescued from the hands of
the corrupt and the criminal elements and
handed over to the genuine representatives of the
workers. who cannot but be interested in raisi
the productivity and thereby the living standar
of our workers. Therefore the BNP, the AL and
the genuine labour leaders should come to an un-
derstanding to save our industries. For the sake of
the country and millions of our impoverished
people, set your pelty party squabbles aside and
work for the benefit of the people, whom you all
profess to serve. Let the seed of consensus be
sown in every productive unit.

Breastfeeding Campaign

Extolling the virtues ol breastfeeding has been
added to the futile exercise of waxing eloquent
on an array of important subjects for a few years
now. Such rituals, however, expose their intrinsic
weaknesses by the double standard so manifestly
maintained. In a country where anti-tobacco drive
iIs consistently outmanoeuvred by promotion of
smoking in a rather sublle way, it is only natural
that the same publicity formula will continue to
defeat the campaign for breastfeeding. But it is a
long story of breast milk relegating itself to the
back-stage leaving the centre-stage for the so ca-
lled milk substitutes. Multinational companies re-
sorted to a non-stop media bombardment in con-
structing a false myth around the canned milk
products. The impression cannot be easily re-
moved |

It took years to create an image, although a
false one, for the milk substitutes and again it will
take almosl equal — if not more —time to dis-
mantle that make-believe empire of those prod-
ucts. One of the reasons for the apparent failure
of breastfeeding campaign is that it has been pit-
tled against an adversary whose strength is
derived from the monopoly of market it enjoys.
Indeed, the financial backing multinational com-
panies can provide outweighs the indtvidual gov-
ermment’s feeble attempt to set the campaign for
breastfeeding on course. This is despite the fact
that advertisements on baby food has been
banned either on television or in newspapers.

Fctdlmi)brcast-mllk was the usual way of pro-
viding babies with nourishment thruugrmut the
centuries. No more now. Because we have a pen-
chant for blindly following the West. The fact that
imitation may sometimes suicidal does not
dawn upon us so easily. n on that score, we
need 1o have confimmation from the West. What a

m?hc roblem lies with the imperfect education,
specially health education. C care and prlmmz
health care have not figured prominently enoug
in our socio-political programmes. Breastfe

in isolation from these two cannot stand much o
a chance of success. It is necessary that t are
integrated keeping in mind the social condition
of the country. In this context, it is only desirable
that the mother's health is also taken care of. The
government should develop a system of easily
available routine check for the pregnant women.
Health card providing subsidised nutritious food.
can be distributed among women of the poor
section during their and for at least a
year alter the birth of their children. Thus the

pu of observing the World Breastfeeding
in country will be adequately served. s

OREIGN direct invest-

rthl“ﬁw

economic . In

t. foreign hv-mw
played a crucial
development of

nent. The United Stales in
turn became a source of
finance n industrial

and infra-structure develop-
ment of countries around
the world. transnational
corporations have become an
integral part of the contempo-
rary global economiec scene. To
day these great enterprises
move their tions across
the borders ol sovercign states
with ease and often with the
cncouragement of the host
country. These corporations
are seen as the source not only
of capital but also of the latest
technology and management
skill. It is hardly o
point out that there is

better than depending on
one’'s own savings to finance
cconomic development. How-
cver, given the rate of domes-
tic savings and the resources
that can be mobilized within
the country it is only reason-
able to expect that

should look towards
investment to finance its de-
velopment efforts. It should
also be noted that the volume
of official development assis-
tance has not been ng
and it seems unlikely t it
will increase significantly in
the coming years.

For a long time Western Eu-
rope and North America were
the two most Iimpertant
sources of capital. Today, led
by Japan, East Asia has joined
them as a major source of for-
cign direct investment. The
surplus gencrated by the
booming cconomies of Japan,
Taiwan, South Korea, Hong-
kong and Singapore is fuelling
the rapid economic growth in
South East Asia and China.
During the period 1986 to
September 1982 Japan 1in-
vested in the ASEAN countries
a total of $29, 187 million. To-

ther with the investments
rom Taiwan, South Korea,
Hongkong and Singapore, the
flow of resources has been
massive in volume. This has
playced a major role in trans-
forming the economies of
these countries. In fact, East
and South East Asia have be-
come a model for growth and
many countries in other parts
of the world are trying to emu-

Foreign Investment : What are

late theitr :
H-n::dnh is se near Lhe
South L Astan codfitries and
it is by-passed by the vasi
w ol loreign investment
which is changing their land-
scape. We have amended our
foreign investmenmt laws (o
make these most faverable and
attractive to the fnveslors
abroad and we are Wreless in
declaring our commitment 1o
privale enterprise. Yel no one
seems o take much nolice of
our desire to attract foreign
investment. Perhaps #t i1s Lime
for us to reflect about the rea-
sons for this lack of intercst.
Even India with its long his-
tory of inward- and re-
strictive policies is getiing @
lot of atiention from the po
tential investors from abroad
Before the reasons
for our faflure in this ficld. et
me refer to the experfence of
Vietnam. Fol the exam
ple of China, Vietnam decided
in the early eighties to relax
the socialist controls and in
troduce private enterprise for
economic development. Al
Vietnam's request ESCAP
draflled a very liberal forcign
investment law. This was pro
mulgated by the authoritics
with a lot of hope. Much 1o
their disappointment the Gowt
found out that a good and gen
crous sc¢l of laws was nol
enough 1o altract foreign capi-
tal. The environment was nol
right. The supporting rulcs
and regulations were no!
there. The banking system, in
frastructure, rules for hiring of
local stafl, hotel factlitics as
well the availability of local en
treprencurs were all important
in attracting floreign invest-
ment. The long term commit-
ment of the country to private
enlerprisc was also a crucial
lactor. | was pleasantly sur
prised ta note that the Vict
namesc authorities identilied
these difliculties honestly and
moved with determination and
imagination to create the con-
didons which will attract in-
vestors [rom abroad. Despite
American opposition Victnam
has been able w0 gencrale

eno interest o become a
signt t target of Inveslors
from Japan and other Easi
Asian countrics. Even coun-
tries like Thafland and Singa-
pore, forgetting the hostilities
of a decade, are moving in 1o
invest in Vietnam. Apart from
the determination of the Gowt
to privatize and dercgulate the
cconomy, their biggest assct is
the discipline and quality of
the labour force. The literacy
rate s high and the peoplc are
known to be one of the most
hard working in the world
There are no strikes, hartals

and gheraos.” Foreign in
vestors Lake this as a big post
ttve lactor in their decision o
locate an indusiry in a particu-
lar country. Vicinam is loday
poised for rapid growth and
progress

in Bangladesh we have also
promulgated very lfberal and,
[rom the point of vicw of for
cign investors, very generous
laws. Our infrastructure s not
very developed and modern
but 1t is notl primitive ctther
The banking sysiem is ade-
quale lo support industrial de
velopment though 1is  eff
ciency is low. The technical
and cngineering manpower is
available o support the forcign
entrepreneurs. Yet the in
vestlors turn their back on
Bangladesh while they form a
qucue in neighbouring Mala
ysia, Indonesia and Thailand.

Bangladesh s not wvery
richly endowed with natural
resources, at least in relation
o our population. So our hu-
man resources must be our
principal asset. DBangladesh
should be very altractive to
those industries in which
labour cosl is the major com-
ponent ol the total cost of pro
duction. Yet this is not
happening. In lact, India and
Pakistan and even Sn Lanka
stem Lo be more attractive o

the investors though iheir
drive for privatization and
dercgulation did not begin
much carlier than ours. A full
cxplanation for Lhis would be
very complex bul 1o my mind
the main reasons are ncither
ioo complicated nor dilficult to
identify. First and forcmeosl is
the climate of investiment. This
is the acid test. A simple way
to determine If the climate for
foreign Investmenl is right is
to observe the domestic inve-
stors. How are thcy behaving?
Arc they confident? In Bang-
ladesh today Lthe domestic
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inveslors arc a demeralized lot.
Genuine entreprencurs are
ﬂunhﬁl aside by Lhose who

ave the right political con-
ncetions, Naturally these
phoney businessmen seek
quick buck either in trade or
in casy bank credit which they
know. they can avoid repay-
ment, by using political
infllucnee. Quite apart from this
problem therce are other,
perhaps more scrious, negative
factors. There is the question
of security of investment. Low
and order situation has deter-
loraled Lo a point at which it is
a malter of questionable
wisdom to commit ones
resources in an industry where
the labour unions establish
their stranglehold, often by
violent means, even before the
unit gees into production,
Under these conditions wh
should he risk his fortunc .nj
perhaps even his life by Invest-
ing In Indusiry? Vieolent
clashes botwoeoen rival unions
lcading to death and injury s a
routing ncws Then Lthere s
corrypuon in the administra-
tion. Al every slep he will be
obliged to pay kickbacks or
else sufler indefinite delay in
the movement of his file. In-
deed in bribes have
to be included as a cost of pro-
duction because no business

the Prospects for Bangladesh ?

There is the question of security of investment. Low and order situation
is a matter of quéstionable wisdom to commit ones resources in an ind
their stranglehold, often by violent means, even before the unit goes

has deteriorated to a point at which it
ustry where the labour unions establish
into production.

ts done without paying il
te assurances to the con-
trary, official support is neces-
sary before one can move even
a single step. In securing land,
bank credit, power connec-
tion, telephone lines, and in
getting import permit for in-
termediate products and in
many other matiers the sup-
port ol the bureaucracy is
indispensable. Can we
say that this support will be
@iven to him without
of bribes? If this is the situa-
tion for the local investors
what can we cxpect for the
foreigner? He is considered a
fair game for extortion from
the moment he lands at the
airport. One has to recognize
investor risks his

that a foreign

funds in a for
profit and not mcluﬂty He
secks profit with The

sight of strikes and hartals,
ofien accompanied by wide-
sprcad violence is enough o
scnd him back home in a
hurry In addition, he soon
flinds out that load-shedding
and interrupted power supply
is a dally occurrence, commu-
nication is subject to the con-
trol of anti-soeial elements,
telephone connections are un-
rcliable and Mfles in offices
move al a snail's pace unicss
kickbacks are paid. What about
labour productlivity? How do
we compare with the neigh-
bouring countrics? Our largely
iliitcrate labour foree is an elo-
ucnt answer. Why should a
orcign Invesior Iinvest in
Bangladesh where the educa-
tional level of the workers is
much lower than the neigh-
bouring countries? Surely he
knows that the rate of produc-
ttvity of an iliiterate worker s
low The relatively lower wage
rale cannol compensate for
this flactor. Even expatriate
Bangladesh nationals are reluc-
tant to invest their funds in
the country because of these
VETY reasons.

Here a word about financial
discipline and the sanctity of
financial transactions may be
in order. In the prevailing

private sector will is
:lllhhlmg’lh The
example of Japan be

;
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with explanations which put all
the blame on either
transnational, imperialists and
donor countries or some other
evil exploiters in some distant
lands. Those countries are
trying to promote their own
national interests; so there is
not much point in blami
them for doing what we

be doing ourselves for our own
country. The remedy lies in
changing the total elimate for
investment belore we can ex-
pect foreigners to risk their
capital in this country. Given
the serious situation prevafling
in the country today it is not
going to be an easy task. But
then we should not kid eur-
sclves into thinking that ft is
an easy Lask.

How to Reconcile Islam with the French Way of Life

S Muslims answering

the call to praycr weave

their way thro the
streets of Paris towards the
front entrance of the mosque,
tourists and French alike sip
lca in the Oriental cale at the
back of the buflding.

For the newly-appointed
rector of the mosque, Dr Dalil
Boubaker, there is noling con-
tradictory about the two
worlds. [le wants to help teach
them to live together.

Boubakeur, a 52-year-old
general practitioner and hospi-
lal consultant, was born in Al-
giers, but came to France at
16, where he studied me-
dicine and met and married a
French woman.

He takes control of the
mosque from Tedjini Haddam,
an Algerian who was appointed
to the ruling state council in
Algiers following the cancella-
tion of the country's first
democratic elections last De-
cember..

For the French government,
which ob to what it saw
as Haddam's “incompatible”
political and religious roles,
the appointment of a French
Muslim spells a change of di-
rection of the mosque, which,
since ils creation in 1926, has
been mostly controlled from
Algicrs.

For Boubakeur, it's a chancc
to open greater dialogue be-
tween France's three-million
strong Islamic community and
the secular administration.

In a public aimed
at representatives from both
sides, he said he saw the

as "a natural links be-
tween [slam France."

Less formally, he says he
hopes to be an example for
young Muslims to embrace an
Islamic identity which fits into
the world in which in they

optional subjects

Sir, There are many impor-
tant things that demand re-
formation. The matter of op-
tional subjects in the BCS
exam is one such.

In the BCS exam a candi-
date is allowed to choose three
subjects as optional. The most
salient feature in the choice of
optional subjects ts that the
examinees who belong to sub-
jects ltke physics, chemistry,
mathematics or any branch of
engineering usually take re-
lated subjects like physics, ap-
plied math etc as optional ones
and can obtain almost cent per
cent marks. But the opposite (s
the case with the candidates
who belong to the subjects of
arts and they usually take arts
subjects like English litera-
ture, philosophy, psychology.

The new rector of the Paris mosque, Dr Dalil Boubakeur, wants to open a dialogue between
France's three million Muslims and secular administration. His approach runs counter to
claims by the extreme-right National Front that Islam is not culturally compatible with
French traditions. As Geminit News Service reports, the rector wants to dispel
muisconceptions about his religion and bring a new sense of identity to young Muslims.

Where Muslims live in western Europe

perceniage of
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120,000
2%

now live.

I would like w0 give these
people a modcl of tdentifica-
tlon. I am a Muslim, com-
pletely, and at the same Ume |
am completely French of cul-
ture, of thinking. My education
has given me the chance to
learn English, French, German
and Latin. | hope that 1 can
show that one can be a Muslim
— of Arabic origin — and com-
pletely adapted to this socicty.”

Boubakeur has ecalled for
more consultation between the

and

French administration
representatives of France's [s-
lamfc community, stressing
that French democracy can
, live comfortably with Islam.

"We Mauslims respect
France's structures and way of
life, its republican values; they
are our values too. At the same
time we are Muslim and we
want to show that our religion
is authentic and, with mutual
respect, to work for the same
representation for Islam as for
Judaism or Christianity,” he

ek

Such a message of openness
runs counter to claims by
France's extreme-right Na-
tional Front party — which
polled more than 13 per cent
in the March local elections —
that Islam is mot culturally
compatible with French tradi-
tons.

It also breaks with the tra-
dition of the mosque, which
has for many years been [i-
nanced largely from Algiers by
a scries of rectors more closely
connected to Algeria. Bouba-
keur intends to work towards

. the institution's independence

— both
politically.

Alain Boyer, responsible at
the Ministry of the Interior for
Muslim affairs, welcomes such
statements. He sees them as
healthy signals to the country's
young generation of Muslims,
many of them born and edu-
cated In France.

"There has ben a great
evolution in the Muslim
population here in the last 30
yoears,” he says. "We now have
morc than three million

financially and

Muslims — onc million of them*

French citizens. These are
often young people integrated
in our socicty, so it's very
tmportant that the head of the
Paris Mosque is himsell a
French citizen.”

However, he is quick lo
point oul that he hopcs Lo see
the mosque lake a co-operalive

sociology. political science,
history as optional and obtain
very poor marks. It {s very dil-
ficult for them to get 60%
marks even trying heart and
soul. | opine that this is a kind
ol disparity for the students of
arts.
Since our honourable exam-
iners are not accustomed to
giving cent per cent marks in
the subjects of arts, the matter
of the optional subjects should
be reconsidered by the respec-
tive authority, | had a well
thought-out and suggestion In
this regard : There should be
no optional subject in the BCS
exam because the compulsory
subjects are cnough to judge
the merit of a candidate. ‘But {f
there is any subjecl as op

tional, it should be a subjcct
through which one's compe-
tence will be truly measured
whether he or she belonged to

arits or science,

From the above discussion
we can understand it well that
there should be no debate re-
garding the suggestion. | have
the tssue for BPSC's considera-
tion so that they take neces-
m measure in this regard

cnsure employment of the
cligible candidates.

Rushayed Ehson Supat
Dhaka

environment

8ir, For the "survival of the
country”, environmental haz-
ards faced by Bangladesh have
to be minimized, was pro-
nounced by DBangladeshi For-
cign Minister at the Earth
Summit.

As one of the poorest stales
on earth, LIDC Bangladesh has

alrcady learnt to live with
many drawbacks that are grad-
ually contributing to the
degradation of characteristic
Bangladeshi environment.
Unlike developed countries
where mechanical pollution is
worst and environmental
maintcnance is best, Bangla-
desh has yet to master modern
know-how of maintaining her

environment up to the
standard.
That least developed

Bangladesh docs share the
blame of unscientific manipula-
tion of the ccosystem with un-
controllecd deforestation, un-
abated atmodpheric pollution,
flawed developmental efforts
causing c¢nvironmental haz-
ards, ctc. should necessitate
formulating appropriate strat-
cgics to combat decayin

quality of her urban and rura

environments.

‘ment
institutions. He has his own

approach towards Lthe couneil
of Islamic advisors appointed
by the government in 1990 —
the Conseil de Reflexion sur
I'lslam en France [ CORIF) —
which the leaders of the
mosque have so far largely ig-
nored.

Members of this couneil
complain that they were given
no say in the mosque's ap-
pointment of a new rector.
And they argue that it is still
run by a small circle of Algeri-
ans.

lHadj Mohamed Zeina, gen-
eral scerctary of the CORIF,
says he welcomes the ap-
pointment ol a French Muslim
in principle, but criticises thc
mosquc’'s administration for
failing to consult with repre-
sentatlives from the moge than
70 different countries T:I Lthe
wider French Islamic com-
munity. But his comments ap-
pear to have fallen on deafl
ears.

Boubakeur considers the
CORIF to be a level ol govern-
ment administration that is
redundant in a climate where
he and other representatives
of the mosque are willing to
talk directly to the govern-
and to other Islamic

ideas on how consultation

could take place in France.
"The mosque of Paris can-
nol be the only representative
of all these millions of people,
it is truc. They could never all

On the part of aids depen-
dent Bangladesh, social and
moral obligations to protect
and upgrade her environment
in kecping up with the [ast
improving scgments of the
acumen must not be ignored
for the sake of human wellbe-
ing in the times to come.

Hence, to achieve the feasi-
Ble objectives on urgent foot-
ing can Bangladesh consider a
few projects, such as: intensive
campaigns on awareness about
importance of environment
care; arcawise national pro-
grammes on conservation and
advancement of environment;
podting environmental regula-
tions; probahle penalty for vio-
lation; national recognition for
outstanding contribution to the
development of environment;
measures to defend the state

total environment against par-
asilcs’ invasion; and mandatory

have the same way of thinking.
But | eould imagine an Islamic
council (a Majlis or Shural
bringing them together which
would take decisions on cul-
tural rtuals such as feasts, the
dates iof Ramadan and prepa-
ralions for pilgrimages o
Mecca,” he says.

!' In the cales on the streets
of Paris” mainly Arab quarter of
Barbes Rochechouart, where
young Muslims listen to a
mixture of traditional music
and modern rap over Kebab
and a Coke, reaction to news of

the country's new Islamic
leader mixed. =

"For me, fit's positjve
move”, says one, named Farah.
“l think that, espccially for the
new generation of Muslims in
France, a French imam, or at
least an imam from anether
culture, is néeded to motivate
the young people to practise
their religion.”

lHassan does not agree: "As a
Muslim, I don't think the fact
that this rector is of French
nationality makes any differ-
cnece to me. I don't know him,
but in principle, | don't think
he will change much.” |

For Samia, it's more than
just a question of how the
Muslims themselves will react.
The appointment of French
rector could teach the Freneh

population at large something
about Islam.

“There are huge numbers of
French people who at some
time or another will find
themselves in a e. At
least those who visit the
mosque of Paris will now have _
the opportunity to understand
what he says. And that's impor-
tant, at least to help them ap-

precjate Islam.” -

spccialized lessons at insti-
tutes and communitics on civi-
lized senses for ensuring a de-
veloped environment?

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

a two-way process; that is, onhe
must respect and give affection
to others, for others to
rocate the same. One

not think that one is only enti-
tled to receive and al-
fection from others without
reciprocating. Let us practice
the two-way code of sharing
res and affection for the
cause of establishing true and
unselfish relationship.

M. Zshidul Hague
Asstl. Prof. BAl, Dhaka



