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30 Lankan soldiers |

killed, claims LTTE

COLOMBO, J 30: Tamil

e 90 sok v sty ey
soldiers and lost one
of thetr own men while captur-
ing a large cache of weapons in
eastern Sri Lanka, reports AFP.

The separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
said they attacked troops on a
search and destroy mission in
eastern Batticaloa district
Wednesday and escaped with
30 automatic weapons and a
60 millimeter mortar gun.

An LTTE statement issued

from London said a commando
unit of the guerilla organisation
carried out the attack and also
destroyed a south African-
made armoured personal car-
rier,

The military admitted los-
ing 18 soldiers and nine po-
licemen during the LTTE at-
tack but said at least 10

guerillas were killed during
the hall-hour gunbattle.

The LTTE said it also car-
ried out another attack in
neighbouring Trincomalee dis
trict killing an unspecified
number of security men. The
military said four policemen
and a paramilitary soldier died
in two attacks there Wedncs-

The stepped up LTTE ac-
tivity ended a week-long lull in
violence in the island's embat-
tied region and coincided with
the fifth anntversary of the
1987 Indo-Sri Lanka peacc ac-
cord.

The LTTE had initially
agrced to acccept the peace
dcal under which minority

Tamils were to receive limited
autonomy in the island's
northeast in return for turning
in weapons and giving up the
scparatist demand.

BRIEERY

Israel raids South Lebanon: .

gunner on Wednesday

lobbed five mortar shells into the

stronghold of a pro-lranian militia in Southern Lebanon,
seriously wounding an eight-year old boy, police reported,

AFP says from Sidon.

The shelling targeted the Shi'ite Muslim village of Arab-
salim in Hezbollah's stronghold of Iglim Al-Tuffah, north of
the Isracli-controlled “securily zone” police said,

Max DuNPain dead : suvans et
grapher

ax Dupain has died at the age of 81, New

South Wales art gallery
Wednesday, Reuler

Director Edmund Capon said on
reports from Sydney,

Dupain's death three days ago was kept secret by friends
until his burial on Wednesday, Capon said.

Capon described Du

pain as the father of modern photog-

raphy in Australia and a man of great initiative and drive.
Dupain's photos became icons of the Australian way of lifc,
cspecially his 1937 beach scene The Sunbaker.

King to undergo

ped beating

black motorist whose video

testing :me

white Los les

police sparked international outrage has been ordered to
undergo weekly drug and alcohol testing following a drunk

driving

from Los les.

arrest, officials said on Wednesday, Reuter reports

Prosecutors said they were still reviewing the casc against

Rodney King, who was taken into custody in restaurant park-
ing lot on July 16 on suspicion of drunk driving.

Kins, 27, was held overnight and released, and no charges

have yet been filed.

Police said they stopped him because he was driving errat:
jcally, but King's lawyer contended it was part of a campaign
ol harassment against his client.

Turkey-Albania defence pact :n.-

key and Albania on Wednesday signed a defence cooperation
agreement in Ankara, Wednesday, at the end of Albanian
Defence Minister Safet Zhulali's three-day contacts, with

Turkish leaders,

reports AFP from Ankara.

Turkish Defence Minmister Nevzat Ayaz said during the
provided

“signing ceremony, that the accord

for cooperation

in the fields of training science and technology and would be
followed by logistics and defence industry.
"We has already started to send some assistance to Albania

without waiting for the agreement. There are some new de-

mands form Albania which we still consider,” Ayaz said.
Sources close to the talks told AFP, Turkey has been send-

ing military uniforms and similar clothware to Albania since

last year.

Turkish ex-navy chief shot dead :

Unidentified attackers shot dead a former Commander of the
Turkish navy at his Istanbul home on Wednesday, the semi-
official Anatolian News Agency said, reports Reuter from
Istanbul.

Vice-Admiral Kemal Kayacan, 77, was killed by a gun-
woman and a man to whem he opened the door of his apart-

ment in the residential Goztepe district on the Aegean side of

the city, the agency said.

L & L]
Gurjant Slﬂ&h klll&d + Top Sikh militant
Gurjant Singh Budhsinghwala was killed during a shootout
with security forces in the Punjab city of Ludhiana, an Indian
police said Thursday, reports Reuter from Ludhiana.

Acting on a Up-ofl, police surrounded a house where
Budhsinghwala was holding a meeting late on Wednesday,
they said. Militants inside opened fire and a shootout began.

When the firing stopped, police found a body inside the
house they identified as Budhsinghwala, wanted in connection
with hundreds of killings during the decade-old Sikh militant
campaign for an independent homeland.

Palestinian centre reopens : rese:

ch centre run by Faisal Husseini, chief adviser to Palestinian

:Facc talks de tes, was allowed to reopen Wednesday,
ter being shut for nearly four years the mili , reports

AP from Jngnmalnn g 4 - sl

Closure orders for the Arab Studies Centre in east
Jerusalem expired Tuesday night. But employees waited until
Wednesday morning to open, after police failed to appear
with the usual renewal of six-month closure orders.

The step was seen as an easing of restrictions on ‘Arabs in
the occupied territories since Yitzhak Rabin's left-wing gov-
ernment took office July 14. Rabin has promised to speed up
US-sponsored peace with Palestinians and Arab slates.

A joint statement from Rabin's two offices, the Delense

ISLAMABAD, July 30: The viewed (ts protocol procedure

Pakistani government, in a ma-
jor policy reversal, yesterday
announced that the president,
rime minister and armed
Fﬂﬂ:tl chiefs would no longer
be allowed to attend diplo-
matic functions, reports AFP,

A Foreign Office spokesman
briefing reporters here said
the army, navy and air force
chiefs can send their repre-
sentatives to diplomatic par-
ties.
Press reports here said the
move was lo prevent senior
government functionaries from
making off-the-cuff remarks
which have in the past caused
embarrassment to the Foreign
Office when published in na-
tional newspapers.

The government has re-

under which only senior offi-
cials would represent Pakistan
at such [functions, the
spokesman said, adding that
the change in policy was in
line with practices in many
other countries.

The spokesman gave no
reason for the policy change,
but said that "it's rarc in the
worid” that the services chiefs,
or heads of government attend
diplomatic functions

Reuter adds. A former Pak
istan Army Chiel said on
Wednesday the country [aced a
threat from what he called &
strategic alignment between
the United States and India

"The most imporiant devel
opment affecting Pakistan s
security is the new sirategic

International ,
Indo-US alignment a threat to Pakistan: Gen Beg

Pak President, PM will no longer
attend diplomatic functions

alignment between the USA
and India,” retired General
Mirza Aslam Beg, whose anti-
US view emerged during the
Gulf War, told a seminar in Is-
larnabad.

Beg, who retired last year as
Army Chief of Stafl, said the
US had chosen India as {ts new
‘regional surrogate” to stem
the tide of so-called [slamic
fundamentalism in the region.

Beg's Gull War views caused
embarrassment for Prime Min
ister Nawaz Sharil who sent
troops 1o join Lhe US-led anti-
Iraq coalition forces, as the US
was Pakistan s traditional ally.

Beg said the United Stales
had warned Pakistan that i
would be declared a terrorist
state if it continued backing

separatist militants in India's
Kashmir and Punjab states.
Pakistan denies and
training the militants, but says
it was giving moral and politi-
cal support to what it calls
Kashmiri “freedom-fightcrs.”

Beg said he also saw an In-
creased involvement of [srael
in this region.

"In sum, through triangular
arrangements USA, India and
Israel are well placed to harm
the interests of regional coun-
tries, particularly; Pakistan,™ he
said

"Collusion between the
three becomes more sinister.”

But he advised the Pakistani
government to avoid con-
frontation with India and ini-
tiate a dialogue on all issucs.

Honecker thrown in jail

BERLIN, July 30: Sixteen
months after he fled to the So-
viet Union to avoid trial for
multiple homicide, former

East German Stalinist supremo

Erich Honecker was flown
back to Berlin Wednesday and
immediately thrown in jail, re-
ports AFP.

It marked a new chapter of
humiliation for the 79-year-old
architect of the Berlin Wall and
one of eastern Europe's most
notorious Stalinist leaders. But
many details surrounding his
departure from Moscow, his
last refuge, remained unclear,
although officials insisted he
had returned voluntarily.

Honecker was whisked to
Berlin abroad a Russian
Acroflot jet after he was taken
from his bolthole at the

Chilean embassy in Moscow,
where he fled last December
as the Soviet Union collapsed

In what may be his last taste
of luxury treatment, the
diminutive Communist hard-
liner lingered aboard the jet
for 45 minutes before emerg-
ing into a balmy Berlin night
and then boarding a jet-black
mercedes limousine.

Flanked by 12 other cars in
a protective convoy, the black-
curtained limousine sped lo-
wards Moabit prison, West
Berlin, where another leading
figure of East German de-
monology, former Secret Po-
lice Chief Erich Mielke, is also
being held.

There the former party
chief and head ol state was

given a medical check and de-
tained overnight in a onc-per-
son cell with bed and toilet in
the jail infirmary, Berlin Jus-
tice Minister Jutta Limbach
said.

A preliminary hearing was
scheduled for today and, if fur-
ther medical tests allow it, his
trial could begin "before the
end of the year,” Limbach said.

Honecker, 18 years head of

state, was overthrown by his

licUtenants in October 1989 as
East Germans fled to the west
via llungary and paraded in the
street for democratic change.

tHie has been charged with
the killing ol 49 fugitives by
border guards at the Berlin
wall or inter-German border,
and the attempted killing of
25 others.

Narayanan Cong(I) -

candidate for
Vice President

NEW DELHI, July 30: KR
Narayanan, a former diplomat
turned politician, will be the
candidate of India's ruling
Congress party candidate in
next month's vice-presidential
elections, a party spokesman
said on Wednesday, reports
Reuter.

Narayanan, 72, a uate of
the London School of Eco-
nomics, served as India's am-
bassador to the United Stalcs,
China, Thailand and Turkey
before switching to pelitics in
1984,

He was picked by then
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to
serve on his council ol minis-
ters in 1985

He was in charge ol science
and technology, an important
ministry under Gandhi who
belicved that India's problems

could be solved through tech-

Capitalism grips China

BEWING, July 30: Mini-
skirts are the rage in Chinese
cities this summer, so arc
horse racing, stock markets,

bonds and real estate, reports
Reuter.

It's sign of fast-moving
times, but is it socialism?

L.ike never before, ordinary
Chinese see confused about
how to interpret the changé
going on around them. H y
a day passes without state-run
newspapers (rying (o reassure
them the country has not sold
out to capitalism.

"Points for reflection: How
to judge whether a thing fis
‘'socialist’ or 'capitalist’," said a
headline in the People's Liber-
ation Army daily, above a story
that explained why China was
still marching down the
"soclalist road."

Said one western diplomat:
"It's all smoke and mirrors.
One day Chinese leaders will
wake up and admit to every-
body they've tumed China cap-
italist.”

Alter a decade of economic
reform, Chinese urban families
were getting used to change.
They had dined out at a west-
ern-style hotel, watched their
first Hollywood movie, bought
their first Japanese television
set, and perhaps packed off a
son or daughter to college in
the United States.

Then Deng Xiaoping picked
up the pace.

During a visit to booming
areas of south in January,
China's patriarch endorsed the
rcgion's most daring experi-
ments with capitalism, and
called on the rest of the coun-
try to copy them and go one
step further.

Communist party theorists
have never been busier.

Theoretically anti-gambling,
socialist leaders
opened a futures market in
Shanghai, then advertised a

Supposedly against specula-
tion, they encouraged stock
markets. While preaching
"socialist ownership,” they
have sold off sharcs in state-
owned factories.

Party thinkers call the
changes "socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics” a handy

.catchphrase to explain just
.aboul anything. .Ilt was coined

by Deng himself, and is hailed
as his great contribution to
Marxist thought.

One by one,- the pillars of

socialism are crumbling. No-
body seems sure what o call
the pieces that remain.

Deng's|blueprint for change
calls for China to move from a
centrally planned to a market
economy.

“The old system didn't
work, but at least you under-
steod - it. Semetimes | -wish
they'd stop, and ‘we could all
get on with our lives.”

Many Chinese feel the same
way.

nology.

Narayanan's humble back-
ground is expected to make
him acceptable as vice presi-
dential nominee to many op-

position members, cutting
across party loyalty.
Narayanan, born in

Ozhavoor village in the south-
¢rn state of Kerala, comes
from a humble background and
s from India’'s oppressed
scheduled caste, formerly
known as untouchables.

A distinguished education-
ist, he taught at the University

proudly’

of Travancore and later be-

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait soldier

press

s T
s, operating Patriot
missiles freshly deployed in Kuwait, pose for the
‘on - Wednesday. These US missiles formerly

came vice chancellor of Jawa-
harlal Nehru University in New
Delhi.

Talks on
Falklands
uncertain

UNITED NATIONS, July 30:
The UN special committee on
decolonisation adopted a rcso-
lution on Wednesday express-
ing regret that implemenitalion
of General Assembly calls for
negotiations between Ar-
gentina and Britain over the fu-
ture of the Falkland islands
had not yet started, reports

Reuter.
1 - The vote was 20 in favour to
none against, the threc ab-

stentions (Fiji, Trinidad and
Tobago, and Sierra Leone).

The resolution sponsored
by Chile and Venezuela, rcit-
erated that the way to end the
"speeial and particular colonial
situation in the question of the
Falkland islands (Malvinas) is
the peaceful and negotiated
settlement of the dispute over
sovereignty” between the two
government. '

Britain and Argentina re-
established diplomalic rela-
tions in 1990, nearly eight

President Bush's ;
"Dan is an albatross
around president’'s neck,”

Tommy Thomas said

Tm convinced that Quayic
on the ticket could cause
President Bush to lose the
clection. And that's bad for
the country and the whele
free world because we'd be
stuck with Bill Clinton for the
next four years.”

The ad comes a day afler
syndicated conservative
columnist Will wrote
that Bush himself should give
up his re-election campaign

"We commend you for your
years of loyalty to President
Bush, the conservative cause.
and the Republican Party,~
the ad says in a letter 1o
Quayle. "Because of that loya-ity, you— more than anyone else
— know that Americans are demanding greater strength in
their political leadership. And you know that you lack that
st :

"Please step aside with grace.” the ad said.

Both Bush and Quayle have said the Vice president's spot
on the Republican ticket is "certain.”

Thomas, now a car dealer, spent 45,000 dollar of his own
money for the ad that includes a coupon for contributions 1o
go toward placing the ad in other large papers.

Drug for premature
labour is dangerous

BOSTON : Titodrine, a drug used by thousands of women
cach year to stop premature labour, is close to worthless and
can have deadly side effects, doctors said Thursday, reports
Al

A study in the New England Journal of Medicine found the
drug delays delivery for a day or two. But babies are just as
likely to be born prematurely, and the medicine no
significant beneficial effect” on infant mortality, birth weight

or prolonging pregnancy to term.
In an accompanying editorial, Drs. Kenneth J. Leveno and

F. Gary C of the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical School said 3,000 to 9,000 US women each will
get pulmonary edema or fluid bufldup in the lungs, the
treatment, and "undoubtedly, some of them will die.”
Ritodrine has been used since 1980 to stop ture

labour. It is made by the Dutch firm Philips-Duphar and sold
in the United States by Astra Pharmaceuticals.

Controversy about nose

LONDON : Rock superstar Michael Jackson flew into
Britain for a sell-out concert tour to be greeted by a libel suit,
tejrs, toys and controversy about his nose, reports Reuter.

Jackson, in his [amiliar
dark-glasses and black and
red regimental- style tunic,
stepped from his aircrafi
with two figures dressed s
disnay characters Mickey and
Minn j8€,

He was: Whisteed 1 o TP
childrens’ hespital where W
was mobbed by fans, then
visited hamieys toy shop wilth
his cousin Brett and young
German aristocrat Prince Al-
bert Von Thurn Und taxis.

I love you all,” said the
pop phenomenon blowing
kisscs to his fans and sur-
rounded by bodyguards. °

The excitement surround- B
ing the visit has been in-
creased by a libel suit [rom
Jackson against one of Bri-
tains' top tabloid newspapers,
the Daily Mirror, for reports

that described him as |
"disfigured.” ;

Jackson's , Bertram |
Fields, said on Tuesday thc

singer was willing to stand up in court to prove he was not
disfigured by plastic surgery.

The mirror responded with its own libel suit, saying it was
defamatory to accuse it of printing unture allegations or
doctored photographs of the singer. L]

Jacksons' fans, a few of them lookalikes, took revenge on a
mirrér photographer at the centre of the roew, throwing
earth at him and squirting him with liquid from washing-up

bottles.
Wife dearer than Oscar

NEW YORK : Harold Russell, the handicapped former Army
instructor who won an Aeademy Award as a handless sailor in
"The Best Years of Our Lives,” loves his Oscar, but he loves his
wife more, reports AP,

So he's selling the golden statuette to the highest bidder
over the protests of these who awarded it.

"My wile has to have an eye operation and we had a
problem with the house and | need some money,” the 78-
year-old Russell said in a telephone interview Wednesday
from his home in Hyannisport, Mass.

The Oscar lhat Russell won in 1946 as best supporting
actor will be sold August 6 in New York by autograph
spcecialist Herman Darvick, who estimated it will bring d

horse race with a 4,000-dollar stationed in Germany, arrived earlier this week in years after a British task force 20,000 to dlrs 40,000,

Ministry and the Prime Ministry, said security forces had not

recommended extending the closure,

sweepstake in the shadow of
the Great Wall near Betjing,

Kuwait will ne

KUWAIT CITY, July 30 : Near the second an-
niversary of the Iraqi invasion, life in Kuwait is a
tale of two cities, reports AP.

One boasts quietly humming oil wells, fresh
paint, fast cars and Kuwaitis flanked by servants
jetting off for London, the French Riviera or
Disney World. The second still feels Saddam
Hussein's shadow and reels from drug abuse and
crimes nearly unknown before the Aug. 2, 1990,
invasion. It is deeply frustrated that postwar en-
thusiasm for transforming Kuwait was instead
channeled into a shopping orgy.

“It's easy to fix the material damage, but atti-
tudes take much longer,” said businessman
Faisal al-Muttawa.

Many Kuwaitis believe a return to normal will
only begin in October with the election of par-
liament, which was suspended by Emir Sheik
Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah in 1986 for its increas-
ingly harsh criticism of government compe-
tence.

The main fear is that Kuwait will never be
safe as long as Saddam lives.

has refused to recognize a new bor-
der drawn by the United Natioms, and Iragi
television has been running a documentary to
underscore its claim to Kuwait.

About BOO prewar residents, halfl of them
Kuwait{ citizens, remain imprisoned in Iraq.

Irag "is an outlaw state, and | don't rule out

the worst from them if they are able to do it,"
Crown Prince Saad Abdullah Al-Sabah, who is
also prime minister, said in a recent interview.

The feelings of insecurity that are the inva-
sion's legacy are kept alive by bombings and
shootings blamed on Iragi infiltrators, Islamic
zcalots or thugs.

Violent crimes like murder went from almost
none before the invasion to 460 in the first six
months after Iraqf forces were driven out Febru-
ary 1991. The murder rate remains high.

Interior Ministry officials blame most of the
violence on the new availability of weapons —
thousands were left behind by retreating Iragi
troops. :

Abuse of domestic servants from Asia,
although not a new phenomenon, reached such
a level after the war that the t started
free flights to repatriate hundreds of people who
escaped from their employers and lﬁ to em-

- bassies,

Doctors at the Psychiatric Hospital have no-
ticed a jump of almost 20 per cent in the num-
ber of Kuwaitis seeking help for addiction to
heroin, alcohol or tranquilizers. How closely that
is tied to the invasion is still being studied.

Kuwait keeps {ts distance from Arab issues
and relies on defense pacts with the United
States, Britain and soon France for protection.
Attempts to build an Arab or a Gulf defense force

participation of joint US-Kuwait military exercises starting
I — AFP/UNB photo

August 3.

were abandoned.

Western diplomats produce wry jokes about
the leisurely military rebuilding, like this one
during the latest showdown with Iraq :

"Hey, did you hear the Kuwail army went on
alert?"

"Really?"

"Yeah, they reparked all the limousines lacing
south”.

The government, including the military
chiefs of stalf, fled south to Saudi Arabia on the
first morning of the invasion

Since the government returned, it has show-
ered the population with largesse : forgiving
consumer loans, paying back salaries and giving
a 25 per cent pay raise to state employees, who
comprise 80 per cent of Kuwait's work force.

The spirit of sacrifice has all but vanished.

"Many Kuwaitis said during the invasion that,
'If 1 ever get back to Kuwait I'll live in a tent'.
Then the first thing they did when they got back
was look for three maids,” sald opposition can-
didate Ahmed Al-Rubai.

Some feel critics expect too much, too soon.

"People were expecting a government of
saints and what they got are the same ordinary
people who were there before the war," said Ab-
dul-Rahman al-Najjar, a columnist for the gov-
ernment-backed Sawt al-Kuwait newspaper.

Political issues include government over-

recaptured the Falklands [rom
invading Argentine troops.

ver be safe as long as Saddam lives

spending, corruption women’'s rights and —
above all — streamlining the country's compli-
caled three-tiered nationality system. It had al-
lowed hundreds of thousands of stateless Arabs
to scttle in the country, many ol them support-
ers of [raq.

Palestinians are still picked up off the streets
and slapped around in the state security prison
but torture has stopped, according to human
rights organizations. Fifty-four Palestinians re-
main unaccounted for,

Only about 4,000 Palestinians, 1 per cent of
the pre-invasion community, are expected to get
residence permits. The rest were forced out be-
cause of collaboration with Iragis and the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization's support for lraq.
Scores of convicted collaborators are in prison.

Kuwaiti women active in the resistance are

annoyed that they did not get the right to vote
and that nightly discussion sessions, known as

diwaniyyas, remain segregated.

"Women are depressed. They see all the men
going to diwaniyyas! for talks and they are not
invited,” said oil engineer Sara Akbar.

“Will a new parliament do something about all
this or will it drag on for another 26 years? |
don't think we will last another 25 years,” said
Dr. Mchammed Al-Abdul al-Jalil, a Kuwait Uni-
versity Professor and member of the National
Asscmbly, a consultative couneil.

| AP

Actor Karl Malden, President ef the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, has pléaded with Russell to
rcconsider. In a letter, Maldel said that the academy knew of
no other instance in which an Oscar was sold by its recipient,
and that only rarely have descendants or heirs sold them.

"These Oscars should not become objects of mere
commerce,” he said.

"I don't know why anybody would be critical,” said Russell,
who was paid dlrs 10,000 for his role in the movie and
recelved no residuals.” My wife's health is much more
important than sentimental reasons.”

What she did was
very unprofessional

WARWICK, R.l : Singer Patti LaBelle ended a concert
abruptly after complaining on stage aboul backstage food,
according to a theater manager who said Wednesday he'd
never book the Grammy award-winning singer again, reports

“What she did was very unprolessional,” said Larry Bonolff,
business manager at the Warwick Musical Theater.

He said LaBelle left the stage abruptly about 90 minutes
into Tuesday's show after complaining about the food served
her and her crew.

About 1,600 people pald as much as dirs 25 (o hear
LaBelle, one of two Grammy winners in this year's rhythm and
blues performance category. They won't reccive refunds
because LaBelle fulfilled her contract obligation to perform for
at least 70 minutes, Bonoff said.

LaBelle couldn't be reached for comment Wednesday. Her
spokesman, Edward Callaghan, said she was travelling to
Philadelphia.

Her manager, Armstead Edwards, said LaBelle's crew
became upset when they learned would have hall their
usual setup time because of another at the theater,



