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New Options for Tokyo
mﬂnm more than half the seats in the Up-
per se, Japan's governing Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) is in the process of regaining its ma-
y of 252-member House whose control it had
three ago. If the trend continues, the
LDP should gain clear hold over both the cham-
bers of the Diet in three years from now when
the other half of the Upper House would go for
fresh election. The ruling party already holds a
clear majority in the more powerful Lower House
which will have its next polls in 18 months from
now.
The situation must be gratifying for Prime Min-
ister Kiichi Miyazawa whose task of gaining sup-
port from smaller parties in the Upper House has
been made easier to push through the bill autho-
rising the country to send its troops to UN-organ-
ised peace keeping missions. Being the worst
loser in the last week's election, Socialists, the
strongest critic of the bill, are hardly in a position
to put up any major challenge against this contro-
versial move.

However, it is hardly a totally satisfactory situa-
tion for the ruling party. The voter turmout, at
about 47 per cent, was all-time low in the coun-
try's post-war history. It is said that while in this
period of economic downturn. the electorate did
not want to shake up the status quo, it still
wanted (o give a signal of dissatisfaction of the es-
tablishment by staying away from polling stations.
The electorate was certainly being polite, but it
did not want to hide its signals.

Another negative signal for the ruling party
came in the form of voters' support for the Japan
New Party, formed only a few months ago, by a
member of LDP who defected from his parent or-
ganization. The New Party did not win any seats,
but it made a strong showing in certain areas on a
platform that criticised the bloated bureaucracy,
corruption and financial scandals which have
rocked the country. The chances of the New
Party coming to power in the foreseeable future
are virtually nil. However, up to a point, it may
come (o represent part of the conscience of the
nation—at least the views of the minority — on
important issues.

Being in a comfortable position in the Diet
does not necessarily mean being in a comfortable
world for Prime Minister Miyazawa. By US stan-
dard. the economic downtum is hardly alarming,
with the economy still growing at the rate of
three per cent, and unemployment and inflation
seem to be well under control. However, the
country faces awkward political questions. The
country s relationship with Russia must be nor-
malised through the signing of a peace treaty.
However, there is no clear indication that Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin who is due (o visit Japan in
September is all ready to return the disputed is-
lands to his hosts. In fact, there are strong hints
from the Russian ent that on this issue,
Moscow would like to take a tough line. Again,
how difficult, if not tough, will be China on seek-
ing an apology from the Japanese Emperor, who
visits Beijing later this year, for his country's
atrocities committed during the World War 1I? All
these are tricky questions which defy easy an-
swers. The scenario is part of coming to terms
with the post-cold war era and facing up to ques-
tions which are uniquely Japan's own concern.
There is little doubt that Tokyo is sincere in
[inding the right solutions to these problems — to
the satisfaction of all concerned. One should,
therefore, wish every success to Prime Minister
Miyazawa in his efforts.

Safe Highways a Must

In the early hours of Wednesday travellers to
and from Dhaka were stuck up on the Dhamrai
patch of the Dhaka-Aricha highway. Something
was seriously wrong. Barricading the road, a
group of filty to sixty dacoits were cleaning up six
passenger buses and six trucks of all valuables
that could be carried easily. The traffic pile up
was long but barring those twelve the remaining
vehicles were lucky in that the dacoits thought
that they had already done a good day's job and it
was time to melt away sparing the rest in the
queue. Wise people. Police arrived after they had

one into safe hiding with Taka four lakh worth of
ool. The beauty of the operation was — although
the miscreants were armed to teeth, no one was
reported to have been hurt by them. Credit per-
haps should also go to the passengers and the
crew of the vehicles, who very evidently, did not
lry to offer any resistance.

This is far from a novel crime. Although the
irequency of such ht bus raids do not warrant
calling it a routine affair, reports of such opera-
tions do come in every month of the year ever
since a radical increase in the volume of the na-
tional passenger and goods traffic made it imper-
ative to go for the night services. Such services
are standard in all the countries of the world.
Ban%!ladesh only caught up with the rest of the
world mainly in the eighties. May be for the un-
familiarity of the ht bus and mostly for the
nagging regularity of dacoity on these, people are
not yet taking very easily to night road journ
thus unnecessarily putt pressure on the roads
during the day time. Goods traffic does not have
such choice and bulk of national movement of
ﬁuds by road must be carried during night.
. t;l?e cmﬁ.idera&mnsrfma{&e it af must that the

ways be made periect roo ainst
such as the Dhamrajpune. Y P " altacks

Many things contributed to the America's
growing big and affluent in the 18th and 19th
centuries. One of the more important of those
was the secu of the highways against robbery
— not only through provision of very harsh pun-
ishment but also through constant patrolling of
the highways. Bangladesh is, in all respects, spe-
cially economic, in now a critical state. She must
make it — take-off that is — in the next two
decades or say good bye to the comity of civilized
nations. One of the first priorities on the way to
making it will be safe highways.

There has been an unprecedented leap in the
crime rate of the nation. The highway situation
must be taken quite differently from that and
dealt with as such. Much more is at stake here
than the authorities seem to appreciate.

SECIMSs
Vietnam War after all.

papers announced the
ernment had taken another
giant leap towards freeing the
economy by launching a plan to
privatise loss-making state
enterprises and establish a
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The Dominance of the Ascribed Status

HE dominance of the

ascribed status is ram

pant all over South Asia,
in t further to the cast as
well. Particular families dom
nated the politics and Go-
vernments ol India, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka for decades at a
stretch, as much as three
generations. In Nepal, the
Koirala family was in hiber-
nation for guite sometime.
Now they have staged a
comeback with a loud bang.
How long will this trend con-
tinue? Are the sons and
daughters of the handful of
families are waiting in the
wings to play the lead roles in
the political drama of the sub-
continent? It is not unlikely

since clamours are already so

loud and clear for Priyanka.
Back home neither of the

two topmost political leaders
of the country — the Head of
Government and the leader of
the Opposition — had any
proven political track record
‘before they took up leadership
roles in their respective
parties. More because of their
ascribed status, they are where
they are today.

The dominance of the
ascribed status is a feudal

- malaise; a hangover from the
days gone-by which we care

fully nurture and cherish, not

only in politics but in other

spheres of life as well. As a
matter of fact, being the sons

and daughters of so and so who
was a Khan Bahadur or Nawab.

title-holders of the British Raj,

adds so much of prestige and

EARLY two decades
after communist North
Vietnam defeated the
United States, capitalism
to have won the

[ts economy in shambles,

Vietnam's communist rulers
are adopting Western style
free-market principles with a
vengecance, but not all the
effects are positive.

In June, Vietnamese ncws-
Bgov-

stock market to bring in more

foreign investment.

The Hanoi newspaper,

Victnam News, reported that
Vice Premier Phan Van Khai
had already approved the de-
cision to implement the plan
which would accelerate [ree

market reforms.
But all the wheeling and
dealing has tainted the once

- staid and pristine socialist

northern part of the country.

And it has re-cmerged with
vigour in the once-capitalist

south.

The warring north and
south were reunited after
communist North Vietnam

T is said that money is

the key that opens doors.

Not so in Lebanon, | am
told.

The Lebanese have to rely
on wausta even for the most
basic of services, like enroling
in a school, opening a business
or even securing a simple
permit to repair a house.

For without wausta, life
would be cextremely difficult
for the Lebanese, especially
those in Beirut and other big
cities.

Simply put, wausta means
"go-between.,” Tarranger’ or
"influence.” It means power
and influence to get approval
quickly and without question.

The ordinary citizen will
spend weeks, sometimes
months, merely Lo secure a
bank loan, or enter a univer-

~sity. Bul a wausta helps facili-

tate matters.

A young woman named
Rose, for example, had applied
for enrolment at a school to
complete her secondary cdu-

ascribed status that the indi
vidual concerned may be good
for nothing with no achieve
ment of his own — yet he will
be reckoned as somebody.
Such individual will be in a po-
sition to secure access to the
highest quarters of the
Government and move al case
through the corridors of
power.

It is utterly surprising but
true that the descendants of
former mighty landlords even
after decades of absence from
the country could come back,
regain citizenship and win
parliamentary elections. The
days of the Zamindars are over
for quite sometime now: yet
our feudal bias remains strong
and sturdy. We scem to be fas
cinated by the mirage of the
blue blood. |

This craving for status and
prestige from our forefathers
can assume ludicmus heights. |
remember one of the
Ministers introducing his own
stall offlicer to the I'rime
Minister in 1972 first stiated
that whose son he was and
then introduced him as the
Deputy Secrctary of his
Ministry. The unimportant
past scems to be more relevant
than the opecrative present
Someone of vory humble ori
gin, simply because of meril
and hard work can and do be
come successful professional
But he would tend to lack so
cial recognition because he
cannol say that he is the son of
so and so who was an ox
iremely hardworking farmer,

Vietnam

defeated the US-supported
forces of South Vietnam in
1975

Heavily influenced by
Moscow, Vietnam remained
true to its socialist ideology
until changes taking place in
the Soviet Unfon in the late
1980's prompted Hanoi to
dismantle its command econ-
omy.

In 1987, it started allowing
privately-owned businesses
and foreign tnvestments in the
country to give {ts economy a
kick-start.

With the collapse of-the
Soviet Union a year ago, Viet-
nam lost a vital source of aid
and trade Since then Hanot
has redoubled its eflorts to in-
tegrate into the regicnal econ-
omy.

Despite a crippling US-led
economic embargo, there has
been a steady stream of West-
ern and Asian companies tak-
ing advantage of the govern
ment's attractive incenlives
and cheap labour. "It's a golden

suffered and provided for his
education and therefore he is a
successful professional today
He will therefore tend to g
nore rest of his family, his
children would become
unaware of their nearest kins:
while the grand children
would acquire the ascribed sta
tus in full vigour of belonging
to so and so family of a suc
cessful lawyer or doctor
Bengali Muslims were one
of the most downtrodden peo-
ples of the sub-continent.
Before the advent of Islam. our

which bestowed added pres
tige like that enjoyed by the
Muslims from the west coming
and settling down in .
Also, Bengali Musiim

sought their brides from other
provinces of British India in
order to elevate their social
status.

The prevalence of the
ascribed status syndrome had
resulted in the breeding of a
deep-seated inferfority com-
plex in our minds. People of
Uttar Pradesh in India, the
Punjabis and the Pathans arc

forefathers were exploited and
lerribly suflered at the hands
of the upper caste landlords
That is way Islam spread so
rapidly in our part of the
world. The suffering humanity
craved for equality and justice.
Therefore they embraced the
religion where all men arc ab-
solutely equal before God

The spirit ol Islam was,
however, rapidly eroded and
scverely tarnished — some
Muslims became more “equal’
than the others. The preachers
followed by the carpet baggers
coming from wesl of
Bangladesh became the new
Brahmins of Muslim Bengal,
so much so that the educated
Muslims even gave up the lan-
guage and used to talk in Urdu

taller and of fairer complexion
than us. In the past, such
physical attributes used to
bestow a privileged status re
gardiess of the guality other
wise of those human beings.
Many Bengali Muslims even
now are proud to announce
that their family origin are
from Punjab or Peshawar and
therefore they tend to estab-
lish certain unjustifiable supe-
riority. If for any reason such
family origin could be
stretched further Lo the west
— right upto the Middle-East,
then the individual stands a
even chance or success!

[t is now well rccognised
that only with the Language
Movement of 1952, began the
march for the establishment of

Communist North Vietnam may have won
the Vietnam War almost 20 years ago but
capitalism — the economic system it
defeated — has come back with a venge-
ance. Yuli Ismartono of IPS reports from

Bangkok.
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opportunity to jump in,” says
Ray Eaton, chairman ol the
Indochina Markets Committee
of the American Chamber of
Commerce in Thailand.
"Vietnam is the latest frontier.”

Various producers of con-
sumer and industrial goods,
bankers and ofl companies
exploring offshore decposits
have set up shop. And so have
he sure sign of an economic
upswing — representatives of
muitinational advertising
firms, whichare all set to
markct and sell their clients’
array of goodics.

Most businesses are located
in Ho Chi Minh City (formerly
Saigon) in the south, where in-

[rastructure and experenced
managerial personnel (rom
past capitalist days are still
available.

Some of the locals have
caught on quickly and are
already making extra moncy
catering to the needs of new
arrivals.

Ho Chi City is now teeming
with local consultants who can
translate complex regulations
governing business in Vietnam
or provide advice on the
proper companies to do joint-
ventures with.

Ctvil servants and Commu-
nist Party cadres earning
monthly salaries of about US
850 have made overnight for-

the true identity of the

Musitms. The t’prih in m
guage and culture ultimately
led to the emergence of
Bangladesh. The true middie

class is now gradually emer
ing who should an-

nounce: “Yes, my forefather
Was an farmer, and |
struggled through, like
Abraham Lincoln, from the
mud huts 10 reach upto the
luxury home that | now occupy
in one of the best suburbs of
the country.”

It is the spirit of hard work
and merit that must prevail.
Unflortunately the enduring
dominance of the ascribed sta-
tus even after two decades of
independence is a serious con-
straint to our emancipation
into the present day world of
economic progress through
industrialisation. Neot the
ascribed status but the achie-
ved status that must rule our
existence in our independent
nationhood. We simply should
not care about what we were in
the past. We should only be
concerned with what we can
or should strive to achieve in
the future as individuals, as a

group, community or the
nation.
The dominance of the

ascribed status begins at the
top. If the desired change
must come, it should originate
there. We have established
parlamentary democracy whe-
re the elective process has thk
built-in capacity to develop the
new lcadership of tomorrow.

Dud Capitalism Win the War?

tunes by renting their homes
to fo rs for up to US
$6,000 a month.

"There has been an explo-
sion in needs by foreign com-
panies, creating a new class of
nouveau riche,” a Vietnamese
journalist said.

But onerous bureaucratic
red tape, unclear laws and an

acute, shortage ol necessities
required by foreign investors
has enabled corruption of
flourish alongside the business
boom.

There are ‘fixers' who for a
fec will guide you to the right
office to get your bill of land-
ing countersigned, your pro-
posals approved or a rare tele-
phone line installed in your
office,

The Hanoi Mol r
recently reported num:'ﬁt:ﬁ:r
the Ho Chi City customs dircc-
tor along with 10 other police
ollicers for involvement in the
smuggling of US $1.6 million
worth of gold and foreign cur-

[.ebanon: the Wausta Connection

by Arjuna

calion. She was refused for onc
reason or another, her high
marks notwithstanding. But
when she engaged the services
ol a wausta, the principal of
the school didn't even bother
to see her grades and
promptly accepted her.

This influence can be polit-
ical in nature, but more often,
it is knowing the appropriate
"channels” or the right people
belfore anything else can be
accomplished or acquired.

Wausta, of course, is tradi-
lional in Lebanon and dates
back to prehistoric times.
However, since the civil war, il
had taken a corrupt nature —
probably because of the hard-
ships wartime — and most
people have Lo rely on it more
heavily than ever belore. It has
almost become a way of life.

Jack, a lawycr, told me that
wausla is even more important

when it comes to education.

"Education in this country
is very competitive. Nearly ev-
ery parent wants his child to
be a teacher, doctor or even a
lawyer. But the number of ad-
mittance to university is so
limited. So, if you don't have a
wausta, everything is an uphill
battle to secure positive
results,” Jack said.

Then there is Jean who is
in his [inal year at law school
and has yet to go to a law class.
'l know the right people,” he
boasts. lle meant the wausta
who fixed it that he didn't have
to altend classes and still be a
lawyer.

With the prolonged -eivil
strife and its attendant insta-
bility and chaos, dependence
on wausta has taken a new di-

mension. Nearly everyone
secems to have contacts in vari-
ous government departments
and people have to deal with
them first to attain their
needs.

Fadi is a taxi-driver. But he
drives around in a vehicle with
forged number plates and [ake
registration papers. In the mo-
tor registry department, there
are many pecople who would
get you a fake driver's licence
or a spurious taxi certificate
for a fee. Their wausta services
are offered unashamedly in the
open right at the very noses of
sccurily agents.

It goes without saying that
the wausta requires the pay-
ment of a bribe or — to use a
more acceptable term — a gill.

Edmond is a public servant
but his close association with a
politician requires him to
show for work only on pay-
days. Meantime, he works con-
tinuously in his private busi-
ness which earns him a
handsome fncome, Credit the
wausta for that.

Abu Zarif enjoys a similar
privilege. He has a secure, full-
time position in the postal
service. But he has not worked
there for over three years,
thanks to his wausta who ar-
ranges his schedule, Meag-
while, he operates a big gro-
cery store while his wausta en-
sures that he remains on the
payroll.

At the moment, with de-
pendence on the wausta at an
all-time high, the Lebanese
have grudgingly accepted the
inevitable fact that there really
won't bc any movement at all

But the process 1s being
thwarted the lack of a
similar elective process within
ﬂtm*m“
of the country. Like plants,
lcadership must grow and in
that growth process, demo-
cratic clection systems in ev-
Ewmmm- par-

tenance

The other side is the abun-
dance of opportunities for sell-
development and reward for
hard work. Stories of
deshis, landing as

But for this to the
dominance of the ascribed sta-
lus must be cur-
tailed through definite reform
measures, education and
ﬁmﬂrrﬂc}* E every sphere of
ifle. An eclected
e : nntm
cally establish democracy. It 1s
only the beginning of the jour-
ney on the path to progressive
development when new lead-
ers without any t
lcad the nation. local institu-
tions and most important, the
proving corporate sector of the

national economy.

rency, said to be Vietnam's
biggest smuggling case.

There is a cabinet circular
warning government officials
against accepting gifts from
foreign delegations. Said the
memo: “The exchange of costly
gifts at working sessions
should be considered a nega-
tive act that should be elimi-
nated in daily social lfe.”

Foreign businessmen, how-
ever, insist that gift- re-
mains an essential part of get-
ting things done in Vietnam.

Lately, H has been more
disturbed By the rise in
pornography and prostitution
in Victnam that it believes is a
result of the re-entry of capt-
talism into the country.

Prime Minister Vo Van
Kiet, addressing a conference
on culture in Hanol recently
cautioned that with more for-
cign investment, trade and
tourism coming in, Vietnam
must preserve its traditions. "If
not,” he aid, "the economic
benefits will not make up for

‘the cultural and social losses.”

~ There are fears that
political dissent may break out
soon because of the govern-
ment's inability to control the
negative effects of f{ts
economic reforms.

in their lives if these inflluence
peddlers don't exist.
According to officials | have
talked to, one of the most cor-
rupt organisations in the
wausta system {s the militia.
This unit of government offers
wausta services to their fight-
ers very liberally to make them
happy, or they won't fight.

. Consequently, the militia get

more acccss to everything
from jobs lo services, some-
thing thal spawned mass dis-
crimination, inequality and
corruption in all sectors of Le-
banese society.

One member ol the militia
who did not have a home of his
own contrived with his wausta
to have one. And he happened
to cast his covelous eye on his
uncle's house,

Needless to say, he got it,
never mind il his kin would
have murdered him had the
latter been connected with a

—
-
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| add ress.
BADC

Sir, A prominent Dhaka
weekly in its recent feature on
Bangladesh Agricultural Devel-
opment Corporation (BADC)
stated that many counltries,
even alter attaining sell-sulfli-
ciency in food production,
have continued to subsidics
agriculture scctor. Subsidy in
agri-scctor i1s rcported to be
100% in Malaysia, 30% in cach
of India, Necpal and Indonesia.
As [ar as my knowledge goes,
the highly developed countrics
cven provide subsidy in agri-
scctor for the sake of quality
agro-products.

Mcanwhile, it is a matter of

great regret that the govern-
ment is planning to ccase the
operalion of BADC as a gov-
ernment controlled sales and
scrvice organization in the
counlry's agriculture sector.
The BADC, since its inception,
has becen contributing eflce-
tively in the development of

- agricullure by supplying secds,

fertilizer, pecsticides, irriga-
tional equipments ete. to the

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
gre preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

farmers at subsidized price.

It is gathcred that the
donor agencics are reluctant to
contlinue subsidies in our agri-
scctor. But we have lo con-
vince them that without sub-
sidy, agriculture of this poor
country will expcrience more
loss and drawbacks under the
precscent economic condition of
the farming community.

We sincercly hope that all
concerned will consider the
case of BADC with due atten-
lion and sympathy.

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka

Tickets for bus fare

Sir, In the past, the bus
conductors used lo give tickets
ol denominations equivalent to
fare paid, to the passcngers
wherever thcy went. Those
days are gone. These days the
conductors do not issuc tick-
ets. They raise bus farc day by

day without any [orcelul
protest from Lhe travelling
pecople... yet they do not issuc
tickets.

Now that the bus conduc-
lors do not issue lickcts, there
s no way of asscssing the rev-
cnuce collecled, the laxable in-
come ol the bus owncrs.

Pecople allege thal the bus
owners demand a certain
amount of moncy [rom the bus
conduclors and the bus drivers
for a day's ride. llence, Lhe
conductors hurry to push in-
side as many passcngers as can
be accommodable inside that
mobile cage like the chickens
in a coop. Thus they carn
moncy without any account.

It is [urther alleged that the
police extort moncy [rom the
bus conductors and the bus
drivers for overloading and
other rcasons. The transport
workers thus "sanctlifly” their
carned monecy by appeasing
the police. Reportedly, this il-
licit transactions give the
transport workers an “extira
power” to exert on the travel-
ling pcople. It is indced a
grave allegation]

From the above sccnario, it
is clear that: 1) the bus drivers
and the conductors can charge
any fare from the passcngers;
2) there is no record of farcs
charged; 3) income from a trip
is not appropriafely assessable:

4) overloading is a common
fcalure; 5) travellers suller on
two counts — f[inancially and
physically; and also 6) corrup-
tion gets a free ride. :

Therelore, we would re-
qucsl the concerned authori-
lics to re-introduce tickets for
[ares for travelling by buscs
and enlorce il strictly to ban-
ish the above discrepancies.

Hubert Francis Sarkar
Singtola, Dhaka

No room for

complacency

Sir, | feel inclined to quote:

"Good, Better, Best

Never Let it Rest;

Till your Good is Better

And your Better — Best™

I read the poem quite
decades past, and suddenly
remembered when the other
day, | heard our Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
stating that in population activ-
ities our dear Bangladesh has
acquired the third position
among six countries, making a
spectacular progress in the
matter. Begum Zia very rightly
said that there was no room
for complacency and the ef-
forts should be made to run on
with a view to achieving fur-
ther suecess so that the prime

objective of keeping the :pu
lation growth under tive

control, which is so vitally

-nceded for the very existence

of our state, is realised.

In fact 'work and hard
work' is the only thing needed
for achieving success in the
nation building activities and
there is no short cut alterna-
tive available to that end.

Strong determination for
carrying on with one's job and
establishing the process of ac-
countability is very much a ne-
cessity in every sphere of work
and life and it is earnestly
hoped that the present demo-
cratic government shall make
every endeavour to ensure its
applicability.

M Ibne Gias
Plassey, Dhaka.

Social change

Sir, Any change should be
initiated from micro-level. By
the term 'micro-level’, | mean
the smallest possible 'actor
within a broader system. If so-
ciety is a broader system re-
quiring change, then the pro-
cess of change should be
started from the individual

level.

There have been several M-
erarchies underlying the
broader system called society:
family, clan, community, lead-

" sent

ing to sociely. Il any changc is
initiated from the micro-level
and if the process of ¢
succeeds, it last long.

For instance, Islam as a tool
ol social transformation started
change from this miero-level.

Individuals had been indectri-
nated to Islam and once any-
hudy was indoctrinated, he/
she was ready to sacrifice cven
his/her life for the cause of
Islam. Thus, within the ex-
isting social structure, a new
social force generated which
broadened in space and di-
mension leading to transition
of the then Arabian social sys-
tem and establishing a new
one where people lived in

comparalive peace,

Relating Bangladesh's pre-
system to this idea,
[ would like to emphasize upon
the need of human resources
development. We have long
been mistaking to mobilize our
meagre resources in the arcas
deserving priority. Unless the
decision-makers take a bold
step only o develop the peo-
ple from micro-level, disre-
garding the corrosive sectors,
the long-cherished goal of na-
tional lopment is bound o
remain a far cry.

Md Abdur Roy/
Sergeant Zahurul lagque Hall,
DL,



