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Rwstmg Toll Collection

toll collection has become the order of

the The toll collectors have been ruw
ever more desperate and making the
small traders and retailers lncrna singly dﬁﬂcull

Hardly a day passes without someone fallmg prey
to the unltupﬂablt extortion by the organised
gu township, Jhcm:lah is not even

rom these social parasites. The other day a
watch shop there was ted by the armed thugs
who just go berserk |{f their demand for toll is
not prom met. But the traders and shopkeep-
ers in the town have thought of a unique way of
protesting the incident. First they observed an
eight-hour strike on Monday. But lailing to rouse
the district administration tn action against the
culprits or even receive an assurance of protec-
tion or security against extortion the Shopkeep-
ers and Traders Samity has decided to carry on
its strike for an indefinite period.

The point to ponder in this case is that the
traders have been forced to go for a programme
which, they know better than anyone else, will
cause them financial losses. But that is how they
can protest— inflicting pains to themselves —
when the administration is unresponsive. The
other point is that society cannot go on keeping
its eyes shut to the problems like toll collection
and terrorism. With its back against the wall, so-
ciety no more can even affurd to aﬂrelend its igno-
rance of the accumulating chaos all around.

Stre‘lchmghlhc idea unr: simply comes to the
conclusio at the failure of the government in
controlling the toll collectors and terrorists is

uite comparable with the refusal or inability of
the Jhenidah district administration. Signs are
clear that the terrorists and toll collectors are
out to outsmart the government and bring trade
and commerce to a standstill. The process seems
to be irreversible unless the trading communily
and the people in general, like the traders from
Jhenidah, take a ld stand and force the uv-
ernment to spell out its programme for tac
the crisis. en small shopkeepers are cxpuse
to the constant threats uf illegal demands of
money and, on refusal, of dire consequences, all
economic activities are bound to collapse — a very
bleak prospect for a nation on course of democ-
racy. d there is little doubt that if people's
rights and security are violated with impunity,
g:’mncracy does operate least of all in the situa-

n

Shopkeeping and other economic activities are
inseparable from the development eflorts of a na-
tion. Law and order situation determines the
economic reading of a country. The government,
however, betrays no sign of remorse when
dwelling on the subject. Its penchant for stricter
laws cannot but be ludicrous when the existing
ones are scarcely applied. Along with the gov-
ernment, society seems to be condoning the
crime. The outrage it ought to have elicited has
never really come about. The Jhenidah case
should act as an eye-opener. But there is another
point one must take note of. Unemployment is a
direct cause of young men resorting to illegal
means of getting money. Increasing production
along with a more rational distribution of wealth
is what can be a permanent solution to the prob-
lem. But at the same time the traders must resist
the temptation of not being a party to illegal and
corrupt deals which give the toll collectors
enough reason to poke their noses into their
businesses.

Let the Energy Dream
Come True

Researches by a US-based Bangladeshi physi-
cist may lead to low-cost solar power generation
bringing the inexhaustible power resource of sun
to within the hamessing capacity of Bangladesh.
This was the bottom line of a seminar given at
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission Pro-
fessor Zahur Anwar of the California State Uni-
versity. Although most of world's present energy
production —mechanical, chemical and electri-
cal, every type except one that comes [rom mus-
cle — is consumed by a handful of nations of the

North, the need for this prime mover of civilisa-
tion is greater in the countries of the so-called
Third World. They need it to make up for the

backwardness into which they were lhrnwn by
the naked and unabashed colonial e:xpluitatlon
perpetrated by the industrialised nations. The
case of Bangladesh is even more critical than any
in the impoverished countries of Asia, Africa and
Latin America.

A population of close to 2000 people to a
square mile sets us apart from the other poor na-
tions and this population means that
Bangladesh must use energy worth Tk 2000
crore every month only to allow its kitchen
ovens to cook the daily morsel. Bangladesh
doesn't produce even a minuscule part of this
huge and basic need. The shortfall ls made up

ﬂrst the ea up of the forests and all green
standuag on the land and, second, giving up
going hungry. None of these two can

bc allawed to continue even for a single day. How
to stop these and help the polity continue instead

in a meaningful life giving manner?

We need far more energy-based activity than
mere cun for a civilised national existence.
Where will this energy come from? The promise

of nuclear ener as a very pliant substitute for
fossil-fuel turbine-movers has melted away in a
mist of disillusionment — for the poorer nations.
Two sources still hold some hope for us — en-
ergy from biomass and from solar cells. For one

thing, none of these would call for investments
on the scale rm}uirﬂd by nuclear power plants or
even respectable hydel establishments. As the

nature of the t%«fznf:raztu::rn of such. power would
rompt the need for producing it on a local basis,
€ w:ry big funds- guzzltr namely, the trans-
mission systems and their concomitant nuisance
of stcms loss — could be done away with.
en what's the wait for? None ul' those Al-
adin's Lamps have quite come of a They are
cheaper by some comparisons but st 1 not within
adesh's capacity. Mass production of solar
energy, which is the c.lt:an:st of all man pro-
duced energies, now calls for vast tracts of land.
Dr Anwar's researches promise to be helpful to
angladesh in both of these. A low-costl solar en-
:r plant with cells far efficient than at present
the plant's housing possible on much less
land than nuw — is something we have been
;:lnrfamlng for some time. Let the dream come
e.
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Babri Masjid Issue: It is All About Secularism in India

HIS s one situation
I India should have avof
ded: polarisation. The
country has experienced how
rcason dips when religious
fervour rises. The grey area
shrinks and there is only black
and white. Even the best of
liberals then array themselves
as Hindus and Muslims. The
many -year-old dispute over the
Ram Janambhoomi and the
Babri Masjid at Ayodhya in UP
has Lhis lesson.

Alas, it has not been learnt
Again we have allowed passions
to take over. Nothing was
attempted to sort out the
problem in the later part of
19980 when frenzy and
fanaticism in the wake of the
Rath yatra by L K Advani, then
Bharatiya Janata Party chief,
had cooled off.

At leagt Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao should have
taken up the matter when he
assumed in June 91, He
had developed close contacts
with BJP after trading with it
speakership for deputy spea-
kership. Till recently, his
equation with the BJP was so
good that his minority
government depended on ils
support in the Lok Sabha for
passing the budget, which
other parties opposed.

That was, In fact, the time
when the BJP was on the
defensive, announcing repea-
tedly that it was opposed to
demolishing the Babri Masjid.
The Narasimha Rao govern-
ment should have asked it to
make its announcement good.
Perhaps the BJP realised at
that time that overwhelming
Hindu opinion, although in
favour of building a temple,

was against destroying the -

mosque. Several opinion polls

had indicated that the Hindus
did not want the templc at the

WO women wearing bla-

I ck head to toe with their

sleeves rolled up were
fishing from the Dijlah River
35 kilometres south of
Baghdad. Their husbands were
dead, one a military casualty
from the Gulf War and the
other a civilian casualty. One
woman named Mirlam said she
also lost her only son durin
the Iran-lraq war. Because u%
this, Miriam's two daughters
had to quit school and find
work.

Miriam said that although
her husband used to fish in the
Dijlah and boast of his catches,
she hadn't caught anything in
days. Miriam said she is wor-
ried because her large ex-
tended family needs extra food
to supplement the barely al-
fordable rations and supplies.

Miriam contrasted how life
used to be before and after the
Gull War. As she disassembled
her late husband's fishing rod,
Miriam paused and said that
her mourning will never stop.
Now, she said, she lives only
for her children.

Four kilometres upstream,
several clues showed why
Miriam wasn't catching any-
thing. Rotting fish from
bombed industrial facilities
lined the river bank, while
gaunt-looking cattle drank and
defecated into the river. :

Miriam's story is shared by
tens of thousands of Iragqi
women who have come to
know the aftermath of warfare
and sanctions on a deeply per-
sonal basis, What the allies left
standing, civil unrest and sanc-
tions continue to finish off.

‘Prior to the Gulf crisis,
Iraqis enjoyed a modern civil-
ian infrastructure with sophis-

ticated health care, water and
sewage treatment and clectri-
cal power systems,' writes the
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expense of the masjid.

It appears that the BJP
leared wide resentment and
hence it adopted surreptitious
ways to go about its job. It
acquired 2.7 acres of land near
the Babri Masjid on behalfl of
the state tourism department
and then levelled it in the
guise of a park, Ram Katha
Kunj. When some people saw
through the BJP game and
challenged Lthe acquisition, the
UP governmerit readily accep-
ted the High Court directive
that "no structure of a
permanent nature will be put
thereon.” But once the case
was out of the way, the
governmen! leased the land
and the adjacent area, nearly
50 acres, lo the Ram
Janambhoomi Nyas, a fronlt
body of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VI1IP), which is the
fundamentalist face of the BJP.
The matier was lefl at that for
some Llime.

The party's intention all
along has been to build a
temple where the Babri Masjid
stands. But since a prepon-
derant majority in the country
is opposed to demolishing the
mosque, the BJP has been
hoodwinking the public. The
VHP has jumped the gun. The
BJP wanted the crescendo to
rise near the general election
to draw the blood as it did in
the last poll.

Il one were to look back,
the laying ol the foundation
slone [shilanyas) — an unfor-
giveable blunder of the Rajiv
Gandhi government — of the
temple in November 1989 was
on a false pretence; the
understanding was thal no
structure will be built on it.

International Study Team, also
known as the Harvard Study
Team. 'These systems have
collapsed due to the Gulf War
and will remain crippled due
to economic sanctions. Iraq is
now one of the most impover-
ished countries in the world,
and life a daily struggle for
most of its 18 million people’.

The Study Team, com-
prised of 40 scientists,
economists, atlorneys, public-
health specialists, child psy-
chologists and naturalists from
universities and non-profit or-
ganisalions across the USgqg
converged on Iraq and Jordan
for a total of three wecks last
September. The team's report,
buttressed by the findings of a
follow-up mission in April, is
one of the most comprehen-
sive investigations on pcst war
conditions in Iraq.

The Study Team insisted on
a policy of non-interference
from the Iraqgi government. Of
particular importance was Lthat
government representatives
not accompany field investiga-
tors on interviews with civil-
fans who may be influenced by
their presence., What the re-
scarchers found was devasta-
tion.

Although Baghdad — the
barometer used by the Western
media — appears to be rapidly
recovering, any impression of
efliciency outside of the capital
is a delusion. The Gulf War and
the stilf UN embargo that fol-
lowed have pushed Iraq back
by decades.

In all, the US-led coalition
dropped more than 88,000
tons of bombs on Iraq — the
equivalent of six Hiroshima
nuclear blasts — ostensibly
aimed at military targets. As

" many as 20% of the bombs may

have not exploded, according
to a Pentagon report. And

Buta Singh, former home
minister, confirms that the
VHP has gone back on its
promise. Resorting to lies for
building the temple of Lord

Ram, who represents the
truth, is a travesty on
Hinduism.

Even now the BJP has not
slopped its double talk. On the
one hand, it says it will not
demolish the Babri Masfid and
goes over the exercise of
ordering the stoppage of
construction after having
allowed It despite the court's
directive. On the other, party
chiefl Murli Manohar Joshi

returned to power on the
mandate that the public had
been ufled. Such arguments
do not behove a party which
often talks nrflmlu:l and moral
slandards.

Yet another curious reaso-
ning is that since the dispute
involves the “sentiment of
Hindus®. no court has any
power 1o adfudicate on fit. The
constitution talks about
equality before law. Should
there now be a caviat that the
constitution will cease o
opegate if and when there is

the question of “sentiment of
Hindus"? Sitrange, Lhe BJP

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

argues that UP chiefl minister
Kalyan Singh is carrying out a
mandate.

Which mandate 1is he
talking about? The BJP had
polled only 32 per cent of
votes In the UP assembly
clection. It secured a majority
in the house because the anti-
BJP vole got divided among
the Congress Party, the Janata
Dal and its breakaway group,
the Samajwadi Janata Party.
Surely, the opinfon expressed
by less than one third of the
electorate cannot be consi-
dered a mandate.

If it is so, the same logic
should wash off the crime of a
murderer, once he gets elec-
ted. The Bolors gun scandal
should have been dropped
because the Congress Party

should be at pains in calling
upon the central government
to uphold the constitution iIn
Kashmir, Punjab and Assam but
should argue the other way
round when it comes to
violations in Ayodhya.

'The controversy is nol
between Hindus and Muslims;
the BJP is only trying to give it
a communal colouring. The
controversy is between the
supremacy of law and its
defaulters. And the more the
efligics of judges are burnt, the
greater will be the revulsion
against the BJP.

Perhaps sensing this, VHP
leader Ashok Singhal, who is
supervising the construction,
has said that the Babri Masjid
will not be demolished. This

by Ross B Mirkarimi

Thehlten.mtim;alStudyTeammm'tsﬂmtﬁm

onl,ytlyh‘hﬂw it a communal colouring.

assurance has no
uniess the blueprint of the
temple is made public. K.nlj‘n

Singh refused to do so
when requested by all p-run
at the National Integration
Council meeting in New Delht
a few days ago. He did not even
give a calegorical assurance
that the masjid would not be

touched al any stage.
But as late as Aprtl 1992, a
BJP team. after visiting
said in its report that
"pending a final selution the
government of UP will hoid
itsell responsible for protec-
tion of the Ram Janambhoomi-
Babri Masjid compilex; orders
of the court in regard to land
ition will be
fully implemented.” And now
the BJP says it is helpless 1o

enforce the court order,

The BJP should realise that
any damage to the mosgue will
amount to administering a
blow to India's constitution
and the fundamental t of
equality before law. It not
only hurt the feeli of
Muslims in India and
but also the democratic forces
all over the world. It will be
against the ethos of the
country or, for that matter,
Hinduism.

Still the way out is that the
temple should be built up to
the point where the Sita
chabutra (platform) is located.
In other words, the proposed
temple should n..ni by the
side of the masjid, as is the
case in Mathura as well as
Varanasi. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
the BJP leader, has made a
cogent proposal: the Supreme

cent of the children had lost
members of their families in
the Gulf War.

Iraq's electrical system, the

being an advanced nation with sophisticated backbone of the country, was
public amenities, Iraq is now one of the most
impoverished countries in the world, as a result
of the Gulf War and the stiff UN embargo.

some 70% of the conventional
bombs dropped missed their
targets.

A farmer named Hassan
who lives outside Kirkuk' lost
two family members when al-
licdd bombs struck his farm. His
barley field was destroyed
along with his house. lis
wheat field was the recipient
of two unexploded bombs, To
detonate the weapons, he had
to slash and burn most of his
crop, an act symbolic of the
agricultural crisis now con-
fronting Iraq. Hassan's confi-
dence was clearly gone.

More than half of Iraq's
livestock population of cows,

' buffalo, goats, sheep and poul-

try perished as a result of the
allied bombings and the spread
of livestock diseases, which
run unchecked because Bagh-
dad's veterinary vaccine [actory
was also bombed.

These problems are com-
pounded by food costs that
have risen as much as 2,000%,
while real earnings have
dropped to less than 7% of
their pre-crisis level, making
Iraqis poorer than people liv-
ing in rural India. Well into
1992, the situation has im-
proved marginally owing to the
prevalence of counterfeiting.
Black markets are enjoying a
robust business.

Women and children first :
Women and children have
bcen among the war's greatest
victims., According to the

. Study Team report, 'Eighty per

cases of cholera and typ

cent ol women's domestic re-
sponsibilities have increased
significantly, and they feel
overwhelmed by their daily
struggle to provide their chil-
dren with even basic needs
like food and water’

Analysts documented that
more than 70,000 children
under the age of five died in
1991 from the effects of the
Gulf War and sanctions. An-
other 30,000 children died in
the first four months of 1992.
The main causes of death are
malnutrition and dehydration.
Infant mortality has risen
310% since before the Gull
War began.

Foreign physicians visiting
Iraq are clearly frustrated by
the number of children dying
from previously minor ail-
ments such as flu or diarrhoea.
As temperatures rise with the
arrival of summer, the problem
will get worse. Doctors in
southern Iraq are bracing
themselves for a massive out-
break of cholera and typhoid
fever. In April 1992, 825 new
hoid
were diagnosed. The UN Chil-
dren's Fund (UNICEF) and
other international relief agen-
cies have called it an epidemic.

The psychological effects of
the war have been equally dev-
astating. Nearly two-thirds of
all the children interviewed in
12 out of Iraq's 18 gover-
norates said they believed that
they would never live to be-
come adults. Forty-four per

completely bombed. As of April
1992, reports indicate that
Iraq's clectrical system is op-
erating at a precarious 60%,
Breakdown is frequent. Owing
to the embargo, Iraq is forced
toe cannibalise spare parts for
makeshift repairs.

Iraq's agricultural industry
has also been devastated. The
lack of electricity has crippled
the irrigation network. There
is a severe shortage to seeds,
fertilisers and ticides. The
Study Team's forecast for the
June 1992 harvest shows a
yield equal to 17% of Iraq's
food needs. That's half the
1990 harvest.

Black water : Most of the
population outside of
is susceptible to a high inci-
dence ol waterborne diseases.
While some northern cities
have stabilised their potable
water supply, Irag's southern
hall is feverishly trying to get
on lin€. Recently, observers in
Basra spoke of the uncon-
trolled sewage that [lows
throughout the city.

The Basra Petro-Chemical
Plant, built by Loomis USA, was
the largest producer of chlo-
rine in pre-Gull War Iraq, at
45,000 tons per year. Ninety
pecr cent of {ts production
went toward water purifica-
tion. The plant was destroyed
by three separate bomb at-
tacks. Loomis employees were
working until two weeks be-
fore the bombing began. It
should have been clear to
Western forces that a plant
like that couldn’t be converted
into a chemical or microbe
weapons plant in two weeks .

Although Iraq was a major

Emnlldm-hnlhlh
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was an ancient at the
disputed site and the
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it is, however, unfortunate
that the Pakistan government
has tried to make capital out of
the dispute. By drawing the
attention of the Organisation of
islamic Conference (OIC), it
has given a communal twist to
the problem as the BJP has
done In its own way We wish
the Pakistan government had
wid the OIC how hundreds of

Some clements in Pakistan
are gloating over the
weakening of seculartam in
India. Their asscssment is not
correct because the BJP stands
isolated on the masjid issue. |
have no doubt that the
will be rejected at the next
polls because the faith of
Indians in a pluralistic society
is deeply entrenched. But if
ever India loses the battle of
sccularism, the whole region
would suffer, Pakistan probably
the most.

The article was wrillien
before the VHP, the militant

versial Hindu temple near
Babri Mosque. Since then, the
Indian judiciary has been given
time wuntil November by the
Rao government to settle the
dispute, taking into conside-
ration all legal aspects relevant
to the matter. — Editor

Disease, Despair and Destruction Still Plague Iraq

exporter of chlorine prior to
the Gulf crisis, international
relefl will have to satisfy its
needs for water treatment.

The environmental elfects
of the Gull War will continue to
harm Iraq for years to come.
Most scientists have been ex-
amining the environmental
degradation in Kuwait and ig-
noring the environmental
tragedy-in Iraq. Scientists have
yet to discover whether there
was any residual impact of the
allied bombing on Iraq's chem-
ical, biological and nuclear fa-
cilittes. The United Natfons
Environmental Programme has
yet to include Iraq in the envi-
ronmental assessments by the
UN Gulf Task Force.

Iraq is now paying the price
for the war. However, if the in-
ternational community s to
have any hope of rehabilitating
Iraq, the people and the envi-
ronment must be saved at the
same time that weapons are
being destroyed.

Iraqi civilians, especially
children, must not be sacri-
ficed because of the behaviour
of their government. The In-
ternational community should
beware of sowing the seeds of
Iraqi disaffection so deeply
that this war could be a pre-
lude to an even greater one a
generation hence. Lifting eco-
nomic sanctions i{s the pre-
scription for mitigating a suf-
fering civilian population.

One cannot war and
escape responsibility for its
aftermath. It s ultimately a
matter of paying now or paying
later. — Third World Network
Features/In These Times

Ross B Mirkarimi is Persian
Gulf Project Coordinator and
Environmental Analyst for the
ARC Arms Control Research
Center in San Francisco and
New York.
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Letters for publication in these columns should bel
addressed to the Editor and legibly iwritten or typed
|| with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
| tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

The government and
the pressmen

Sir, The nature of interven-
tion and conquest of the press
club by a vital organ of the
Government exposes the
weaknesses and shortcomings

| of the new-found democracy in

Bangladesh. Allegations go into
air that things had occurred
rather to a note of threat.
A threat, telling the journalists
not to take up any journalistic
knighthood! Of course, it tends
to cut the wings of a [ree
press.

Here, it would not be wrong
to say, through it might be
shocking to some degree to
journalists, that pressmen
themselves have to be blamed
to some extent for inviting a
dastardly attack like that on
that Sunday. A good number of
newspapers work as [aithful
organisations of one or another
political party. They invariably
suppress some facts and high-

Et some other proving their

nce to a party. A handlul

of journals can claim to be in-

dependently objective, calling
a spade a A

Journalists will not only

find countless [riends in the
silent majority, they will be
able to educate and animate
the people to stand for truth if
they honestly project facts and
figures. Also, the governmcnt
should realise that they can be
really people-oriented only via
a free press. A [ree press alone
can diagnose the [lows of a
government and a government
in turn may grow stronger
through sincere corrective
measures. It is one of the un-
avoidable essentials for estab-
lishing democracy and rule of
law.

[ lubert Francis Sarkar
Singtola, Dhaka

Plight of small
investors
Sir, Quite a few letters have
appeared in your and other
dailies in recent days regard-
ing the sufferings of the small
investors, many of whom are
more dead than alive due to

the inconsistent manner in
which the officials of ICB dealt

with the various accounts of
the investors. ICB have so [ar
fafled to come out with any re-
joinder to counter the allcga-

lions
thercby they have accepted the
wrong doings. In some ac-
counts they purchased five or
10 shares, the minimum num-
ber as the case may be, and in
others ten to twenty times the
minimum number of the
worthless shares which have

not been otherwise subscribed

by the general public. The
classical case is that of M/S
Magura Paper Mills which have
not even been listed in the
Stock Exchange.

The contribution of the
Controller of Capital Issues to-
wards this unfortunate situa-
tion is not negligible. This is
rather a lifeless organisation,
its presence or abser\lcc makcs
little difference to' the in-
vestors. The Controller sanc-
tioned issues of right shares to
M/S Saiham Textile, Bengal
Process, Progressive Plastics
and to others when their
shares were being quoted be-
low par values and the ICB very
conveniently debited the ac-
counts of the investors with
those right shares, since, as
underwriters, its (ICB's) inter-
esl always lies wilth the com-
panies and seldom with the in-
vestors.

We also really don't know
how a company like 'Swan
Textile' could still be listed in
the Stock Exchange although
it did not call even a s
AGM since 1986 when it was
turned into a public limited
company and floated shares.
There are others who do not
pay dividends even after a

made publicly and

lapse of six months or more,
although they are required to
pay declared dividends within
two months. There are still
others who apparently as a
routine manner backdates all
their warrants/cheques to
show that those have been
posted/delivered within the
stipulated period. The worst
are those who compel the
small investors to call on their
department offici twice or
even thrice to collect a divi-
dend worth Tk 100/- or less at
a total cost of Tk 40- to Tk 50-

on transport, not to speak of.

the time involved. The
Controller of Capital Issues
seems oblivious to all these
pinpricks suffered by the in-
vestors. These organisations
need to be pulled up in the
interest of revitalising the cap-

. ital market. | beg to draw the

kind attention of the hon'ble

Finanece Minister..

M Hassan
Siddeshwari Circular Road,
Dhalea

Diana and Charles
Sir, Once again the personal

life of Princess Diana has be-
come an issue of public dis-
cussion. It has been revealed
the Press that she had

driven to five suicide bids by
uncaring Charles. The Princess
is stated to be deeply unhappy
for most of her ten Mmar-
ried life. Princes Diana who is
assumed to be su from
some sort of depression-linked
illness believes that she will

Boycotl's

never be a queen. According Lo
her friends, she blames the
lack of support from Prince
Charles in particular and the
royal family in general for an
increasingly uncaring attitude
which drove her to the depths
of des

I can still remember that
some years back, the marriage
of Charles and Diana was about
to be broken when some well
wishers bridged their difler-
ences and saved. The union of
Prince Charles and Lady Diana
stands as a legend among their
huge admirers around the
world. | sincercly hope that
the couple would find back
their happy life with the bless-
ings of their close well-wish-
crs.

M Zahidul Haque
Assit Prof, BAI, Dhaka

Sir, Wecks ago, the Third
Test between England and
Pakistan was finished at Old
Trafford in a draw. This Test
was cxciling in many ways. The
Pak tcam, with their superb

batting and bowling perfor-
mance, to retain the
previously 1-0 lead In the

series. This Test saw a versa-
tile double century by Aamir
Sohail (205 runs oll 284 balls
with 32 boundarics). It also
saw Javed being fined for
uct with the umpire.

However, the most spectac-
ular side of this Test was David
Gower’'s crossing of Geollery
mark (o become the

highest English Test scorer
with B154 runs. He crossed
Boycoll's limits with a bound-
ary and also ma to score
a nice 73 runs, before Wasim
Akram took his wicket.

Hats ofl to this legendary
left hander David Gower, for
this spectacular and memo-
rable I{::L I for one, personally
hope that you manage (o
maintain this form of yours in
the future.

Asrarul Islam Chowdhury Ronnie
Department of Economics

Jahangirmagar University

Let us live

Sir, | fully support Mr Abu
M. Faiz about his appeal (let us
ltve) in your letter column on
July 22. | should cry out ‘let us
live or perish’. Will our Finance
Minister explain why he is
making such statement in our
highest platform of National
Parliament that “the poor con-
sumers have been reliel”
as he has not touc power,
gas and water? The Titas Gas
Company has increased the
rate by 10 per cent on our
domestic account, effective
May 1, 1992. The World Bank
is dictating in our domestic
and daily life as well. -.ﬁ.
they are the donor agency but
that does not mean that they
will dictate in every step of our
domestic life. So it 1s our hum-
ble appeal to our beloved
Prime Minister to cut down
the gas raie lo that prevalling
rate of April, 1992.

"Poor consumers”



