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Tennis top guns
win through

BARCELONA, July 28 : Boris

Becker won an Olympic
marathon, reports AP,
The tenacious German

could have run 42 kilometers
(26 miles) in less time than it
took him to beat lttle-known
Christian Ruud of Norway

Tuesday in the opening cen
ter-court match o the
Barcelona Games.

The score : 3-6, 7-6 (7-2),
5-7. 76 (7-2), 6-3. On a hot,
cloudless day, Becker needed
4 hours, 50 minutes to reach
the Anish.

“l have to play better to win
a medal,” Becker said. "Bult one

thing is | can last four or
ve hours, and that's impor-
tant on clay.”

His countrywoman, top
sced and 1988 gold medalist
Steffi Graf, had a much easier
time in beating Lupita Novelo
of Mexico, 6-1, 6-1. Fourth-
sceded Mary Joe Fernandez
.swept Li Chen of China, 6-2,
6-3.

In other men's play on
Barcelona's 'red clay, top-
ranked Jim Courier beat
Ramesh Krishnan of India 6-2,
46, 6-1, 6-4, while fourth-
seeded Goran Ivanisevic of
Croatia survived a comeback by
Bernardo Mota of Portugal, 6
2, 6-2, 6-7 (5-7), 4-6, 6-3.

Also, seventh-seeded Guy
Forget of France swcpt Cris-
tianc Caratti of ltaly, 6-3, 6-4,

6-2. and ninth-sceded Wayne
Ferreira beal countryman
Christo Van Rensburg of South
Alrica, 7-5, 6-2, 2-6, 6-4.

The 19-year-old Ruud,
ranked No 312, had only one
previous victory this year, and
that came in a challenger
match. But in his Olympic de-
but, Ruud was as cool as Nor-
way and more consistent than
Becker from the basecline,

"It was my first match on
such a big court,” Ruud said.
"It was fun, except for the
heat.”

A thermometer on center
court registered the tempera-
ture at 42 dcgrees Celsfus
(108F).

ZUBERO'S GOLD

BARCELONA, July 28;: Mar-
tin Zubero of hosts Spain set an
the gold in the 200-metre
backstroke Tuesday.

Vliadimir Selkov of the Uni-
fied Team won the silver in
158.87. Stefano Battistelli of Italy
got the bronze in 1:59.40, reports
AP

US coach
under fire

BARCELONA, July 28: Mel
Rosen, men's coach of the US
Olympic track and ficld team,
was called a liar and unprofes-
sional on Tuesday by two
members of the 1,600-metre
relay team, reports AP,

"ﬁﬁ‘m‘rﬂnera. Steve Lewis
and Danny Everett, both
blasted Rosen for including
Michael Johnson on the relay
team, ahead of Andrew,
Valmon, the [ourth-place fin-
isher in the 400 melres at last
month's Olympic trials.

*Mecl Rosen is unprofes-
sional, inconsistent and has
net been truthful to Andrew
Valmon,” Lewis, the 1988
Olympic 400-metre gold
medallist, said at a press con-
ference.

I will run, but | don't agree
with what's going on.”

Everett, the 1988 Olympic

bronze medallist and 1992
Olympic trials champion,
echoed Lewis, his Santa

Monica Track Club teammate.
*I think the coach has
mishandléd the situation very
seriously,” he said. "I've lost
all respect for Mel. He also has
been inconsistent in the way
he has handled the relays in

'ﬁ;l has changed his phi-
losophy. He's been lying to a
lot of people,” said Everett,
who also revealed that he had
an injured right Achilles’ ten-
don and might have to with-
draw [rom the Games.

Rosen was not immcdialely
available for comment.

Everett also charged that
Rosen’'s and Johnson's affilia-
tion with the shoe company
Nike also played a part in the
coach's decision to give
Johnson a place on the relay
team.

“It's a conflict of interest
when you have a coach who is
with a shoe company trying to

t an athlete on the team
rom that company,” he said.

Johnson, who won the 200
at the trials but did not run the
400, was given the opening to
become a part of the relay
team last December when The
Athletics Congress, the

tvcrnm[ body for track and
ld in the United States,
passed a rule allowing anyone
in the trials — regardless of |
event — to compete in the
1,600. :

The regulation was passed
only a couple of months after
the US team was upSet by
Britain in the 1,600-metre re-
lay at the world championships
in Tokyo. Many observers, in-
cluding several US coaches,
thought the tecam would hawve
won il Johnson had run the
anchor leg instead of Antonio
Pettigrew, the 400-metre
world champion, who was
‘uyertaken by Britain's Kriss
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_Hase ends Evans’ winning streak

BARCELONA, July
28: Da r Hase
& of Gcrngl.;nmy made
up nearly a one-
second deficit in
the final 50 me-
tres lo upset world record-
holder Janet Evans of the
United States by .21 on
Tuesday to win the women's
400-mejre freestyle swimming

Tevent at the Olympics, reports

AP.

Evans controlled the pace
of the grueling race until the
final stretch, metres, making
the turn with a .92-second
lcad over Hase.

But Hase came on strong
toward the finish and won in
4:07.18. Evans won the silver
in 4:07.39 — well off the world
record of 4:03.85 she set in
winning at the 1988 Olympics.

The bronze medal went to
Hayley Lewis of Australia in
4:11.22.

Erika Han

States was fourth in 4:1'1,.50.
Hase showed the former East
German sports powerhouse
remains strong two years after

Olympic record of 1 minute,
00.85 scconds to shave one-

hundredth of a second off the
mark set by Rica Reinisch of

LATEST: Popov is first but Biondi fourth

BARCELONA, July 28 : Alexandre Popou of the Unified
Team won the 100-meter freestyle gold Tuesday in 49.02.

Stephan Caron of France got the silver in 49.50. Jon
Olsen won the bronze in 49.51,.02 of a second faster than
American teammaite world record holder Matt Biondi, who

tied for fourth, reports AP.

the Berlin Wall came down.
Evans defeated a pair of East
Germans to win the 400 and
BOO [reestyle golds in Seoul.

The 20-year-old Evans had
not lost a 400 freestyle since
the 1986 Goodwill Games, in-
cluding an 18-race viclory
streak.

In the women's 100 back-
stroke qualifying, Kristina
Egerszegi of Hungary set an

Germany in the 1980 Moscow
Olympics.

Egerszegi, who holds the
world record of 1:00.31 in the
100 backstroke, already has
one gold medal at these
Olympics. She won the 400
individual medlcy Sunday,

Lea Loveless of the United
Stales, qualified second behind
Egerszegi in 1:01.19.

In the men's 200 back-

stroke, world record-holder
and crowd favourite Martin
Zubero of Spain led all quali-
flers in 1:59.22.

In the same event, Ray-
mond Papa of the Phillipines
caused a stir when judges
rulled he deliberately [alse
started. Thousands of fans
booed Papa's disqualification,
which delayed the start.

The team of Angel Martino,
Ashley Tappin, Crissy Ahmann-
Leighton and Dara Torres fin-
ished first in the women's
400 freestyle relay prelimi-
nary with a time of 3:41.57.
The German women were sec-
ond in 3:43.58,

The race marked Martino's
debut in the Olympics after the
25-year-old was banned from
the 1988 US team. Martino,
then Angel Meyers, qualified
in three events, but was
kicked off the team alter test-
ing poslt:lw: for a banned sub-

‘Morales’ most memorable day

BARCELONA, July
28: Fourleen-year
-old Kyocko Iwa-

&
A

saki of Japan bec-

ame the youngest

swimming cha-
mpion in Olympic history and
a CIS men's relay squad set the
first world record of the
Games in a dramatic day in the
pool on Monday, reports
Reuter.

Iwasaki upstaged American
world record holder Anita
Nall, with whom she shared a
birthday last Tuesday, to grab
an unexpected gold medal in
the women's 200 metres
breaststroke. ~—

At 14 years and six days,
Iwasaki captured her title at a
younger age than Hungary's
Krisztina Egerszegi, who was
14 years one month and nine
days old when she won the
200 backstroke in Seoul in
1988.

SADOVYI'S SECOND

Shaven-headed Evgeny
Sadovyi, who missed a world
mark by one-hundredth of a
sccond in the 200 freestyle on
Sunday grabbed a share of his
first world record and a sec-
ond title in the 4x200
[recstyle relay.

Sadovyi swam a super an-
chor leg to drive the CIS home
in two minutes 11.95 seconds
inside the 7:12.5] mark set by
the United States in Seoul.

Dmitry Lepikov, Vladimir
Pychnenko and Veniamin Ta-
ianovich shared the triumph.

American veteran Pablo
Morales, a gold medallist at
the 1984 Los Angeles Games,
came back eight years later 1o
win the men's 100 metres
butterfly gold. He burst into
lcars after his victory.,

Compatriot Nicole Haislcl!

collected the third US swim
ming title of the Games with a

last-gasp victory over 14-ycar- .

old German Franziska van

Almsick.
DARNYT'S FEAT
Hungary's Tamas Darnyi be-

| came the first man to retain

the Olympic 400 metres indi-
vidual medley crown, leaving
his rivals trailing yet"again as
he has since 1985.

Nall, who broke the world
record twice in one day at the
US Olympic trials in March,

stormed away in the 200

breaststroke. But the 16-year-
old American ran out of steam
on the final length and Iwasaki
and China's Lin Li lurgcd in
fronlt.

"It has not sunk in yet that |

| 2ot the gold medal. | was very

happy when Anita Nall came
over and said congratulations,”
Iwasaki said.

"l eried a lot. It was so in-
credible to get the gold.”

Tears flowed at the poil,
with Morales — the c¢lder
statesman of the US team —
also overcome by the emotion
of victory.

Mﬂraies. who failed to make

so lucky. The whole point of
the athletic experience is that
you've got to get over disap
pointment and focus on
somcthing,” he said.

"I've got to unwind,” he
said. “I've got to go back in the
warm-up pool.”

Rouse, who had stood sen-
tinel at the booth while
Morales made his brief call

LATES T: Egerszegi’s gold

BARCELONA, July 28: Kristina Egerszegi of Hungary
captured the 100-metre backstroke Tuesday in an Olympic
record 1:00.68, and teammate Tunde Szabo won the silver
in 1:01.14. Lea Loveless of the United States gol the bronze,

V- finishing in 1.01.43, mportrAP

the 1988 US Olympic squad,
expunged that bitter memory
with victory in a desperately
close 100 m butterfly — his
fourth Olympic medal after a
medley relay gold and silvers
in the 100 butterfly and 200
individual medley in 1984.

The 27-year-old American
touched a mere 0.03 scconds
ahead of 1989 FEuropcan
champion Rafal Szukala of
Poland and 0.09 seconds up on
defending champion Anthony
Nesty of Surinam.

After the initial jubilation
Morales, who returned to
swimming only last year, care-
fully placed his gold medal in a
kitbag and went to telephone
home.

then ushered his colleaguc
back to the swimmers' quar-
ters.

Morales, who won gold in
the 1984 4x100 meires med-
ley relay then retired tem-
porarfly after fafling to gualify
for the 1988 Games, was able
to compose himself sulficiently
to tell reporters: "1 am so
lucky, I have been so lucky.
"The whole point of the ath-
letic experience is that you've
got to get over disappoint-
ments and focus on some-
thing."

The US swimming team
captain was first to touch at 50
mctres and held off a late
surge from defending cham-
pion Anthony Nesty and
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He phoned home from a
phone booth, then wept
unashamedly on leammaltc Jefl
Rouse's shoulder.

The 27-year-old American
broke down in tears shortly
after the victory ceremony and
was in no state to attend a
formal news conlerence.

"I am so lucky. | have been

PABLG MORALES too mnved to sp&nk

Poland's Rafal Szukala to win in
53.32 seconds.

NESTY RETIRES
Third-placed Nesty, a na-
tional hero in his native Suri-
nam after winning his coun-
try's first Olympic medal in
the 1988 Seoul Games, an-
nounced his retirement after

the medals ceremony.

"At Lhis point | m retired,”
he said.

‘llappy yes. Sad, yes. | have
worked really hard for 14
years and | think it's time to
move on.”

Nesty said he had done his
best and had no regrets.

“I'm not disappointed” he
said, "I gave it my best shot.
I'm pretty relaxed. | just ran
out of room on the last 10
melres.”

Detailing his life in the liny
[ormer Dutch colony after
Scoul, Nesty said he had had a
sports stadium, airplane, coin
and a stamp named after him.

"Unfortunately the planc
crashed,” he said, before

quiqkly adding "That's nol
funny.”
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[Faislett, denfed a bronice

medal by Van Almsick in Sun-
day's 100 freestyle, gaincd re-
venge in the 200 when she
powered past the pace-setting
German in the dying moments
of the race.

"It's incredible. | came herc
and wanled to win but it does
not seem real,” Haisletl, reign-
ing world 100’ freestyle
Champion, said.

"Yesterday was a big disap-
pointment but [ knew [ had to
get over it to p-erl'orm well to-
day."

Van Almsick, swirnming in

" her first major championships,

said : "The pressure was loo
great.”

Iwasaki broke the four-year-
onld Olympic record eof East
Cierman Silke Hoerner by 0.06
seconds in 2:26.85, whilc
Darnyi was also inside his own
Olympic mark when he
iouched in the 400 individual
medley in 4:14.23.

“1 have to work much
harder now to stay at the top,
said Darnyi, unbeaten in the
individual medley in all the
major championships he has
cntered since 1986.

"It is quite hard to carry on
but I have got used to it in the
last four or five years. If things
o well like this | would like to
keep swimming until the next
Olympics in Atlanta. Why
should [ stop?”

The CIS teani of Russians
were disappointed they could
not hear their own anthem at
the -victory ceremony. "It
should have been the Russian
anthem,” Taianovich said.

"The, team knew they could
du 1t S0 t}% set a world

re was a lot of
nervuu:ncu before the race,’
Sadovyi said
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Fu takes diving to
newer heights

BARCELONA, July 28 : Fu Mingxia the little princess of the
high board, took women's diving to a higher plane on Monday
when she won China's third successive platform Olympic goid

medal, reports Reuter.

The teenage world champion, slim as reed and graceful as

a swallow, scored 461.43 points, a Games record in

event.
She finished exactly
Elena Mirochin of the CIS.

this

50 points ahead of silver medallist

Fu piled up so many points that she would still have won if
she had missed out one of her less difficult efforts in the

cight-dive final.

Ron O'Brien, coach ef American bronze medallist Mary
Ellen Clark, was captivated by Fu's artistry and precision.
tandards

Fu's performance today

sel new s

for women's

diving from the 10-metre platform,” he said.

"Like Louganis in 1983 and
whole new level of dives.” Greg
gold medals at the 1984 and 1988 O

1984 she has taken it o a

Louganis of the US weon double

Games.

Since the 1991 World Championships the girl [rom Hubet

has
the world's divers.

—mﬂmhaslhegﬂpbrm-rnhcrnmdthcrtnlnf

In the final, none of her last four optional dives had a de-
gree of difficulty less than 3.0. Only she and Chinese compa
triot Zhu Jinhong attempted dives of 3.3 degree of difficulty

Individual judges scores are multiplied by the degree of
difficulty to give a total score for a dive. Clark had only one

dive over 2.8.

"She's shown that you're goi

ng to have to be able to do a

backward 3-1/2 somersault or inward 3-1/2 to stay with her,”

said O'Brien.

Morochina was resigned to another defeat by Fu. "It's quite
logical she won here, she's always first. The younger you are,

the easier it is to dive.”

Clark believes Fu will stay at the top unlike other young
Chinese divers who have won big compelitions and then

faded.

"It's her precision — if you watch her she practises again
and again. She doesn't miss, consistency means a lot in this

Game.”

Fu, listed by Olympic officials and swimming authoritics 14
next month, may by the second youngest diving a champion
after American Marjorie Gestring who won the springboard
title aged 13 years and 267 days in 1936

But at her victory press conference a smiling Fu said she

was actually 14, nearly 15.

She is credited with being

the youngest world champion,

winning the title aged 12 in January 1991.
"l am absolutely delighted of course. It always makes onc
happy to receive a gold medal,” she said.

Petite and shy, Fu looks very young. She
questions, cxpressed taste for Madonna and ice

swers Lo most

gave short an-

creamn and said she was working on some new dives.
"I do have some work to do. | must make some effort to in-

creasc my degree of difficulty,”

she said. "I must work to

overcome some psychological problems and train mysell to

relax better.”

Iwasaki, Japan’s surprise

Kyoko Iwasakl of Japnn wipes awny tears after hﬁi‘ng

awarded the

breaststroke ﬁnal in Barcelona Monday.
BARCELONA, July

28: Japancse 14-

year-old Kyoko

n, Iwasaki became

- the youngest per-

son to win an Oly-

mpic swimming gold medal at

the Barcelona Games of

Monday an admitted the expe-

rience was terrifying. reports
Reuter.

Iwasaki, who only turncd 14
last Tuesday, produced a su-
perb last burst down the last
50 metres to take the 200 me-
tres breaststroke in two min-
utes 26.65 seconds ahead of
China's Lin Li and American
world record holder Anita Nall.

Looking overwhelmed by
the attention of photographers
at a post-race news confer-
ence, the pint-sized swimmer
said: "At the Olympics you are
swimming against the best
swimmers Iin the world. |
didn't tell anyone but yester-
day | was so nervous and very
scared.”

*1 have cried a lot. It was So
incredible to win the gold
medal that [ had to ery a lot.”
she said.

Nall,

who set the world

gold in the women's 200m swimming

— AFP photo

record of 2:25.35 last March,
admitted that she had never
heard of Iwasaki belore
Monday's name on starting
lists in the future.

“] have never thought ol her
as my rival,” Nall said. "But she
is a very strong little girl —
very very f[ast.”

There is little time in the
Japanesc teenager's daily life
for anything eclse apart from
school, Rer family and two
hours of swimming six days
weck.

Iwasaki, who first took up
swimming becaus¢ her older
sister liked the sport, immedi-
ately turned her thoughts to
her family when she touched
first after a tight battle with
Lin and Nall down the last 50
metres.

*My thoughts ‘were Lo my
parents and | wanted lo show
my appreciation to them lor
supporting me,” she said.

Hungary's Krisztina
Egerszegl was the previous
youngest swimmer Lo strike
Olympic gold when she won
the 200 backstroke at the
|988 Secoul Olympies at the
age ol 14 years and 40 days.

Khoka off to
Barcelona

Sports Reporter
State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain Khoka,
who is also the chefl de mission

| squad, et hakn for Loadon

en route o Barcelona last

The minister could not lead
the Hangladesh team which

departed on July 21 due 10 the
budget session of the pariia-

menil.

Sadek Hossain is
o meet Lhe sporis m
different countries during his
stay al the Spanish city.

Tan takes
Fu’s cue

Lu'h himself pecs
put tn position
China’s sefeond gold
n-dn.lmm&y“-h
ning the preliminary reund in
the men's 3-meter spring-
board event Tuesday, reports
AP

Tan, who won silver medals
in the event at the 1984 and
1988 Olympics, accumulated
426.390 points to top Ameri-
can Mark Lenzi, who had
409.110.

Lenzi was clated by his fin-
ish, but he is conceding noth-
ing to Tan in Wed B
championship. ———

T love thh Lenzi said. "]
madc the Olympic final. This *-
awesome. Tomorrow, I'Hl just
do the best | can. if 1 don't
win, there's Atlanta "

Tan will be trying to match
the accomplishment eof Fu
Mingxia, the 13-year-old Chi-
nese girl who won the
women's |0 meter platform

event ;

's Albin Killat was
third with 374.220 in the
meh's competition, and nine
others made Wednesday's 12-

man fnal.

The 27-year-old Chinese
look the lead in the third
round, on the last of his re-
quired dives. He widened his
advantage throughout the op-
tional, or more difficult por-
lion of the competition. Tan
and Lenzi tied for the highest
score in the fourth round with
a score of 72.900, and that

performance lifted Lengd
lourth to second. .m -

Legend turns judge

BARCELONA, July 28:
China’s gymnastic legend Li
Ning came to Barcelona for
his, third Olympics. Bul he is
nol active on the Court any
more, reports Xinhua.

The Chinese, who won six
golds at the 1983 World Cup
and took three golds, two sil-
vers and one bronze at the Los
Angeles Games in 1984, is sit-
ting on the court side as a
judge. Li has worked as an in-
ternational judge for the past
two years.

Zenovka leads in
pentathlon

BARCELONA, July 28:
Eduard Zenovka of the Unified
Team moved into first place in
the modern pentathlon
Tuesday alter the cross-coun-
try running event, the fourth of
five disciplines, reports AP.

Zenovka came in third in
the 4,000-metre run in swel-
tering heat. Manuel Barroso of
Portugal won the event in 12
minutes, 26.07 seconds.
Zenovka's time was 12:50,02.

Zenovka's overall perfor-
mance, including earlier fenc-
ing, swimming and shooting
competition gave him 4,625
points.

Akadiusz Skrzypaszek of
Poland, who led after Monday,
was second with 4,519 points.

. The Unified Team E
tecamn competition with 13,168
points. Poland was second with
12,996, Hungary third with
12,981 and France fourth with
12,758.

The United States, third
heading inte Tue ‘s com-
petition, fell to fifth with
12,754

Hotel owners make
a kill

BARCELONA, July 28
Barcelona hotel owners have
made a killing on the Olympics
with a near sell out of their
33,000 beds, city officials said
today, reports Reuter.

Eighty per cent of rooms
are occupied by officials, ath-
letes, journalists and stafl
working on the Olympies.

City officials said that other
visitors boosted the occupancy
rate at hotels of all classes to
95.-97 per cent compared with
normal levels of less than 70
per cent.

lHotels on the Catalan coast
are at the same time sullering
a sharp slump of bookings be-
cause of the international re-
cession, with levels down to

about 40 per cenl.
Thousands of journalists

and athletes are also living In
apartments in the Olympie and
media villages while a of
arnund 50,000 VIPs and gucsts
of Games sponsors will stay on
luxury liners

are
expected to visit e: for
the 18-day Games h
opened on Saturday.



