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Baker's Call to ASEAN

The US Secretary of State James Baker has
rendered a valuable service to the suffering hu-
manity and, most certainly, to this country by
urging the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to send a strong signal to Myanmar
about what he called the country's deplorable
human rights record, especially over tragic plight
of some 2,70,000 Rohingya refugees who have
fled into Bangladesh. Baker's call came on
Sunday when he addressed the ASEAN's
ministerial meeting and later during a press
conference.

The US Secretary of State's statement was
precise and clear. It also came at the right mo-
ment. He must have noted, as indeed we have
from here. that the six-nation alliance has been
generally reluctant to speak out against the Yan-
gon's record, preferring what some of its mem-
bers called a "policy of constructive engagement"
whatever it might mean in diplomacy. In the pur-
suit of this ambiguous policy, some ASEAN mem-
bers were even willing to invite Myanmar as an
observer to the grouping's ministerial meeting in
Manila, a move that was vetoed by Indonesia and
Malaysia, two predominantly Muslim countries
which feel particularly concerned about the
plight of Rohingyas. However, it is not quite clear
where Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta stand on the
question of the so-called constructive engage-
ment. or for that matter, on the question of sanc-
tions which many western countries, including
the United States, would like to see
applied against Yangon, especially on the supply
of arms.

One could comment on the so-called con-
structive engagement, perhaps even approvingly,
if only we were told what it means or, for the
matter, what message ASEAN has sent to Yangon.
Indeed, we do not feel particularly encouraged by
what we have so far seen or heard from some
ASEAN ministers on the Myanmar situation,
especially on the Rohingyas. For instance, soon
after the ASEAN ministerial meeting, the Thai
Foreign Minister, Arsa Sarasin assured that the
alliance did not "condone” Yangon's treatment of
the refugees who have crossed into Bangladesh.
Isn't it surprising that Sarasin could not find a
milder expression to comment on what the in-
ternational community regards as an intolerable
situation? Thailand which had to cope with the
influx of refugees from Cambodia for more than a
decade and now faces the incoming Rohingyas
should have a better appreciation than other
ASEAN members of the crisis caused in
Bangladesh by the exodus of close to three hun-
dred thousand refugees who have crossed our
border.

Baker is also fully justified in seeing a solution
of the erisis in Myanmar in the wider political
context. If the junta in Yangon is destabilising the
Southeast Asia, flooding its neighbours — both
Bangladesh and Thailand — with refugees, it is
doing so because of its refusal to allow a
democratic government to take office. This
means that unless there is a change in the
internal situation, meaning a transformation of
the political system, Myanmar will continue
lﬁemg a cenire of instability and large refugee

OWS. .

Whether or not ASEAN members will listen to
Baker would largely depend on how they value
their present — and somewhat devious — trade
and commercial interest in Myanmar as against
their long-term interests, based on friendship
and understanding with the future democratic

government in Yangon — and, indeed, with the |

relationship with Dhaka.

We Want to Know What's
in the Deal

We are delighted to hear that the road and
railway 'barricade programme' called for by the
jute and textile mills workers has been put off.
However, we are a bit concermned not knowing at
what cost this has been brought about. According
to news reports, two memoranda of understand-
ing have been signed between the workers and
the relevant ministers. The reports are uncharac-
tistically silent as to the points of the accord. The
reason for our concern is, of course, based on
our experience of the past. On quite a few earlier
occasions we have seen the government suc-
cumb to pressure — some would say blackmail —
and conclude deals that cost the exchequer quite
a bit.

There are, however, two things different about
this particular instance. First, the initiative to
come to an understanding was taken well ahead
of time, instead of waiting for the situation to be-
come critical. Secondly, the government made it
known this time that it would take a tough line
against the programme of barricade. Both these
moves entitle the ministries to a pat on the back
for playing their cards well. However, this
guarded compliment could have been made into
a loud praise if we knew that the government
stood its ground and that the accord had not
come about at a great cost to the tax payers.

At this point we would like to challenge the
very practice of coming to the negotiating table
with the threat of a strike or a barricade in the
background. The threat, in this case of a barri-
cade, should follow a failure of talks and not pre-
cede it. No negotiation should ever take place
under threat. In fact the government should have
made the lifting of the barricade call a condition
of sitting down for talks, Instead it allowed the
impression to be created that the government
was too eager to avert a confrontation with the
workers, with all its political fallout, and had to
conclude this deal at any cost.

Now that the deal has been made, we would
like to know what's in it. We request the con-
cerned ministries to make the provision of the
two MOUs public. There cannot be any question
of confidentiality here as they involve public
money and touch on issues of private concern.
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ME Peace May_ H?lp B

HE US administration
I apparently likes actions
and achievements-
like establishing a kind of
democracy in a country such as
Granada, even if {t meant
violation of that country's
sovereignly — achievements
Itke capturing alive the
President of a country for his
involvement in cocaine
traflicking, though he had
been invelved in such crime
for years but reportedly was
still in the payroll of the US
intelligence probably for

L reasons.
ore recent achievement,

however, was overturning of
Saddam cssion against
Kuwait through Operation
Desert Storm, which in the
rocess destroyed, probably

all Ume to come, Arab unity

of some sort and helped Isracl
immensely. The success in
Operation Desert Storm
aroused American pcoples
passion and led o unprece-
dented jubilation in the US.
This, indeed, pushed Presi-
dent Bush's popularity to its

~ highest level despite serious

domcestic economic and other

problcms.
At prescent, DPresident

Bush's clection position has
improved somewhat after the
withdrawal of undeclared Pres-
idential candidate Ross Pcrot
but he faces a serious chal-
lenge [rom demeocrat Bill Clin-
ton. As, at present, there is no
foreign policy action to take
Americans’ attention away
from domestic problems, Bush
should make Middle-East
Pcace as one of his most
important election targets.
(Incidentally, he must not fall
in Saddam’s hand by taking
military action for possible
garbage document on missiles,
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which is likcly to wash out his
gain in the Guill War).
Apparently, President Bush
has alrcady taken some bold
steps for activating Middle-
East Peace Process. Indeed,
his firm refusal to giving loan
ntees for $10 billion to
sracl for setiling Jewish im-
migrants, mainly in oecupied
territories, was one of the
main reasons for Yitzhak
Shamir's recent election de-

bacle bringing Labour to
power.
Even initial adverse rcac-

tion of American Jews on
Bush's refusal turned gradually
in favour of President Bush as
they later made statements
criticising Shamir's adamant
attitude on seitlement. Presi-
dent Bush's firm action indeed
brought some changes in the
attitude of the Congress too. In
Israel itsclf the ¢ was cv-
ident. More lsraclis started
gclling concerned about
wholesale immigration of Jews
[rom around the world to 1s-
racl creating serious social,
ethnic and economic problems
for the Israclis. It ts high time
to serfously question whether
Jews [rom former Soviet
Union should at all be encour-
aged to immigrate alter the to-

tal collapse of Communism

which, they say, was si-
bl¢ for persccution of Soviet
Jews,

Along with the refusal of
loan guarantecs, the US stand
on "Settlement is an obstacle
to Peace” and “Land for Peace”
apparcntly led to some re-

thinking among many [sraelis

about their relation with Arabs.
They, indeed, started having

some doubt about Shamir's -.-:

riousncss in the US sponsored
pcace ncgotiation. All these
contributed in a major way to-
wards Likud's fall.

Thus, 1t was quite eviderit
that US was a to the
transformation of atti-
tude of Israclis, which
Yitzhak Rabin te power. This
was a wcleome achievement
for Bush admintstration and
here les the opportunity
which Bush administration

Palestinians sec these as a p

litical ploy to achieve loan
guarantees of 10 billion from
US Administration. The Arabs
may not be altogether wrong.
There is a suggestion that Bush
Administration also wanted
loan guarantees to go ahead,
which could ensure more
Jewish vote for President

Bush. "A resolution of that fs-
suc is considered critical

Bush Administration officials il
they are to hold the 27 per
cent of the American Jews

vote that Mr. Bush garnered in
the

1988 Presidential elec-

SPOUTLIGET O MIDDLE BAITP

Viusiehuddin Abmad

should take advan ol for

bringing progress in pcace

process. '
us of State James

Baker's visit to Israel and
capitals of the Arab m
though seen by many as
farewell calls, signifies’ -
dent Bush's cffort to promote
peace process. Baker's visit has
produced some good results.
All new secttlements contracts
have been cancelled; though
work on some B0OO old settle-
ments were allowed to con-
tinue in the occupied territo-
ries. lHowever, Labour Govern-
ment decided to review the
entire scttlement plan drawn
by Shamir Governmenit. These
arc cncouraging steps; but the
Arabs, and particularly, the

tion.” The Arabs feel that Rabin
[acilitated this by declaring
halt on the settlement in the
West Bank and Gaza. There-
fore, to remove all these
doubts and apprehensions, a
genuine approach on settle-
ment question would be total
freceze and not curtaflment.

is will remove a major tm-

diment in the pcace pro-
cess. Indeed, the total freeze
could be necgotiated against
withdrawal of Arab boycott of
companies dealing with Israel.
There is a good chance of
Arabs agreeing to withdrawal
of boycott once total freeze {s
announced. Total [reeze is vital
for Arabs as such announce-
ment would conflirm Israel's
recognition of Arab ownership

of the sccupled lerriiorics.
Baker's visits to Lebanon

and Syria clearly indicated
Bush Administration's ap-
fllmidd h for total solution of the

le-East problems. Though
Israc]l said that under ne cfr-
cumstance ft would wvacate

Golan Height, there is a
sibility that the US mf:*
range for lsraecli withdrawal

from the Gelan with
some mutually sccurity

arrangemenis against Syria's’

hased withdrawal from Le-
- Baker, indeed, spoke of
Lebanon's pelitical indepen-
dence and it can only be
achicved through withdrawal
of Syria and Israel from Le-
banon. Bush Administration
should, ., realise that
Syria will create serious dis-
ruptions in the peace process,
il any attempt is made to Ig-
nore Syria's concern by taking
advantage of the present Arab
disunity.

Despite Gulf War disrup-
tions, important Arab leaders
have met in Damascus, with a
vicw to forging a common ap-
proach to the peace negotia-
tions which is likely to resume
next month. It is in to
note that King Hussein of Jor-
dan visited Syria twice in a
week to meet President Assad.
Obviously, the king is trying to
coordinate the Arabs’ position.

Madrid negotiations for-
mula may continue; but open
negotiations across the table
are not likely to produce any
break-through, at least not in
the necar future which is im-
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, there Is o
that it can any longer be
-trached.

It must be ¢ nder-

u
stood that there has 0 be basic
understanding on the is-
sues and the most M*
— the "Land for Peace”.
ever, initially, the

the first p
self-rule in the occupted terrs-
tories.

Once there s a clear under-
standing on these vital issues,
the Arabs may not have any
objection to sit with Rabin's
Government in East Jerusalem.
This is the best and probab
the only chance; there may nlz
be any better opportunity for
the Arabs and Israelis for
achieving peace in the region.
The opportunity must not be
missed.

Japan's Experience and its Relevance to Bangladesh

HE developed and the
developing  countrics
alike are now taking
scrious interest in things about
Japan. Most of the non-oil
exporting countries are having
huge trade deficit with her,
Bangladesh is not an cx-
cepltion. The "learn from
Japan” policy of Malaysia, Sin-
gaporc and a few other coun-
trics and "follow and surpass
Japan® policy or ambition of
South Korea, China and a num-
ber of other nations are guid-
ing them towards hard plan.
However, many resourcclul
countries like Brazil, Mecxico,
Argentina and a few others
which resortied to over-bor-
rowing are now in scrious debt
problem. This was unknown
to Japan in real scnse
throughout her entire period
of transition to the sccond
largest economy in the f[ree
world. Many pcople wonder
how Japan managed it.

The condition that led (o
the adoption by the Japancsc
ol the policy of isolation
(Sakoku) for the period from
1639 to 1854, clfectively
frceing themsclves from the
possible influence of Christian-
ity, particularly the Por-
tugucse, the Dutch East India
Company and the British East
India Company which could
not be avoided by Indian Sub-
continent and many other
Asian countrics. This account
for the basic Japancse scnsc of
frcedom [rom non-Japancsc
domination. The ending of
"sakoku” in 1854 was not vol-
untary. The new wave of na-
tionalism that resulted in Meiji
restoration in 1868 was guided
by a clear ambition in beoom-
ing a "rich country and strong
army”. Meiji rcstoration was
not a mass movement, but
there was hardly any contro-
versy about the national goal
determined at that time.

Japan's rather unequal
trade treaty with the West did
not allow her free hand in de-
ciding her own tarifl ti]l late
1890s . (officially 1911). The
vigorous industrialization that
started since early Mciji pe-
riod could not enjoy tarill pro-
tection, Japan had to spend for
forcign technicians, for train-
ing of the Japanesc abroad and
also for forcign capital ma-
chinery.

The conceplion of foreign
"aid" as it is understood or
misunderstood today was not
clear then though Japan took
some loan from . Britain in
1870 to complete her first 18
miles of raflway line betwecn
Tokyo and Yokohama in 1872.
Japan was [acing trade dclicit
and balance of payment prob-

lem. She had to take hard
mcasures including bringing
the balance of payments under
control, rationalization of fts
industrics and cutling down
demands by cutling govern-
ment jobs, stretching working
hours, reducing wages, etc.
The dellationary policics of
Matsukata in 1880's, the for-
mation of public-private delib-
cralion councils sine 1927, the
10-per "cent pay cut for civil
and military ofTicials by Prime
Minister Hamaguchi in 1929,
introduction of deficit finane-
ing by Takahashi Korckiyo in
1932 for selected investment
to bring the cconomy out of
the prevailing depression,
creation of "economic general
stall" in 1937 in the name of
Cabinc¢t Planning Board, en-
actment ol National General
Mobilization Law of 1938, and
adoption ol deflationary Dodge

, rationalization plan in 1949

'd

nies, Ja relied on its inter-
nal finance for local mobiliza-
tion and on export for import
of capital goods. Even such
small borrowings too were
bitterly criticised in the Diet
by irritated nationalists as
"national dishonour”,

As Japan had to achieve her
objectives through hard policy
planing and institutional inno-
vatlions, Japan's policies have
s0 many remarkable aspects
that, through understanding
and sclective adaption of them,
may help Bangladesh in over-
coming a great many of her
short’ term and long term

m present economie and
soctal problems of Bangladesh
are mostly her own creations.
The governments in the past
were alraid of unpopular steps
and allowed the basic prob-

by Mﬁsi:aﬁ,zur Rahman

tHatives.

The import policy of
Bangladesh which has always
been influenced by interested
quarters does not reflect any
concern for “long-term prob-

lem of the country. Many peo-
ple argue for argument's sake

that liberal import policy al-
lowing even luxury items at
high tarill earns revenue for
the government. They do not
appreciate that tarill is not for
earning revenue for unscrupu-

lous general account spending.

Tarill is basically for protection
of weak and sensitive sectors

of domestic industries or agri-

culture, and if earning
comes out of tarill, even

be spent for necessary subsi-
dies or promotional expenses
in those scctors.

Again, there are people to
spcak against subsidies know-

e

to her targcied industrial nur-
turing and dcvelopment. The
small amount of forcign in-
vestment that was allowed was
only to gct access to technol-
ogy or to ensure technical co-
opcration. The foreign Trade
Control Law of 1949 and For-
cign Capital Law of May 10,
1950 (Gaishi Ho number 163)
gave Japan all legal weapons to
kecp any undesirable import
and foreign investment off
Japan. The "closed nature” or
"protcctionism” of Japan is
now bcing criticised by the
USA but ironically these laws
were cnacted during SCAP
(Supreme Commandcr of Al-
licd Power) rule. Referring to

ferring power to Japan fn
1952, Leon llollerman says: "In
liquidating the occupation by
handing back opcrational con-
trol to the Japancse, SCAP
naivcly presided not only over

There is hardly and developed country that did not resort to tariff protection, subsidy, promotional

expenditures and other forms of encouragement or protection to important sectors of their industries at the
time those were found necessary.
cutling over 10,000 govern- lems to become complicated. ingly or unkﬁngtyi.nthnm:_ the transfer of fts own author-

mcnt jobs from MTTI alone
were not definitely simple or
popular economic policics and
stralegics.

These may be very salely
called extraordinary responscs
to the need of time. Despite all
the hardship, there are only
[ew instances when Japan al-
lowed foreign investment at
that time. Her Jeaders knew it
very well that their new indus-
trics could hardly compete
with the established Western
industrial giants, but they were
not unaware that foreign tech-
nology was necessary for
growth of their own fndustries.

. Japan thus took legal and

olther measures to achieve the
doublc targets of keeping the
forcign investment off
Japan market and rapid intro-
duction of foreign technology
at rcasonably low cost.

- She managed to suppress
domestic demand — private
and public, within the limit of
the supply capability of her in-
dustries, Japan paid off all her
outstanding foreign debts out
of her profit earned during
World War 1. Had she taken
foreign debts lightly and in-
dulged in heavy loans instead
she would probably have lost
her freedom in adopting many

of the policics that took her to

prosperity. Except for some
direct financial help from the
USA immediately after the War
and some loans from World
Bank, starting with US$ 40.2
milion in 1963 for electric
power companies and subse-
qucntly for some steel compa-

the

She did not add virtually a sin-
gle mile of new raflway linc
since 1947. Educational insti-
tutes were not increased sub-
stantially to make even
primary education compulsory
and improve the quality of ed-
ucation to create scientific and
technological tnfrastructure.

No practical eflfort was
made to improve agricultural
productivity. No action was
taken to make the government
efficient. The administrative
system that enjoys public con-
fidence and ensures justice js
still far from a reality. All the
ingredients of political and
cconomic instability were
rather preserved intentionally
or unintentionally. The legal
systems are not made to fit a
frce nation where people can
have freedom and the envi-
ronment to develop their
country with best diuplary to
their creativity. Most of the
planners are inclined to be-
lieve that shortage of food
grain, unfavorable balance of
payments and corruption are
some of the root causes of
their difficulty to make better
plans, but they never tried to
discover their own inability to
put forward unpng.:lar ut
bold, practical and sighted
plan to put the country on the
right track.

Bangladesh could make
separate foreign exchange and
local currency as well as loan
budgets as Japan did since as
carly as 1880's to keep
payments in balance and take
up targeted development ini-

with the people of the spe-
cially privileged developed
countries. There is hardly and
developed country that did not
resort to tarill protection, sub-
sidy, promotional expendilures
and other forms of encour-
agement or protection to im-
portant sectors of their indus-
trics at the time thosec were
f[ound nccessary. The dilfer-
cnce is that some countries
adopled straightforward way
whilc other countrics camou-
laged them in the form of
non-tarifl barriers, R and D
award, industrial infrastruc-
turc, ctc. As a developing
country, Bangladcsh is now
undcr pressure not to indulge
in protcctionism or subsidies
just because it is secking loans
and just because it is fond of
mainlaining an artificial stan-
dard beyond its means. Japan
used to offer price subsidy to
its agriculturc of about 45.5%,
Switzerland 53.1%, Sweden
33.6%, Italy 32.9%, formecr W,
Germany 9.6%, UK about
24.3%, France about 22.8%,
Nctherlands 20.2% and Den-
mark 19.6% as of 1980 while
the USA used to give subsidy of
7.6% in 1965, 9.8% in 1970
and 3.8% in 1975. Thcre is
still a competition among
those nations how best they
can subsidise there agriculture
and wcaker industrial sectors

whilec preaching market ccon-

omy and [ree trade, and open-
ness o the next of the world,
As it has been mentioned,

Japan ncver belicved foreign .

investment would be benceficial

ity but also over the institu-
tionalizalion of the most re-
strictive forcign trade and for-
cign cxchange control $ystem
cver devised by a major free
natfon”. Despite eriticism for
closcd nature, tarilf and non-
tarill barricrs, subsidics, and
various other restrictive and
promotional policies, Japan
docs not feel like relaxing the
cllectivencss of her measurcs
beyond a level which might be
harmful to her national ccon-
omy.

Japan enacted another im-
portant law, the Enlcrprise
Rationalization Promolion Law
ol 1952 to further help indus-
trialization. Chalmers Jonhson

rcduced its complex provi- -

sions Lo thrce basic nts:
first, it provided direct gov-
crnment subsidies for the ex-
pcrimental installation and
trial operation of new ma-
chines and cquipment. Plus
rapid amortization and exemp-
tion from local taxes of all in-
vestments in rescarch and de-
vclopment; sccond, it authe-
rized ccrtain industrics (to be
designated by the cabinet) to
depreciatc the costs of in-
stalling modern equipment by
50 per cent during the first
year; and third, it committed
the central and local govern-
ments to building ports, high-
ways, railroads, clectric power
grids, gas mains and industrial
parks at public cxpense and
make them avaflable to ap-
industrics.

the prople

We of
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Bangladesh, neglected our du-
ties for too long. It is Umc for
us lo act to live upto our rich
culture and tradition by our
own visfon of the future. Time
is running oul very fast for us.
Our cconomy is wecakening
population is incrcasing. prob-
lems are multiplying

debt scrvicing burden s
mounting. But we are not real-
izing that our policics are not
leading us anywhere near our
desired goal. We are chasing
somc wrong largels at high
cosl and failing to fix our
prioritics in right sequence
and pursuc them with
undivided loyalty ' and

~dedication. The hardship,
such a law and SCAMS trans- |

v eut in
expenditure, policy innovati-
ons, structural c basic
policy and strategy of sclf
reliance and short term
sacrifice that we have been
trying to avoid are the only
means that can take us to the
path of long-term self-reliant
cconomic and social develop-
ment. Some people may try to
scc thal such plans fafl, but the
gﬁolﬂc wilth conscience must

rcady to take leadership
with intcllectual and political
courage to f[ace the realf
wiscly. Japan had dedica
burcaucracy; educated, enter-
prising and innovative busincss
community; devoted professio-
nals; and educated and
ﬂalﬂutic lcadership we shall
ave to do create them
through out own efforts.

The carlicr we forget about
laisscz faire cconomy, the bet-
ter it will be for us. The de-
pendence on foreign loan or
drecam of forcign investment
for our national development
might prove (o be a nightmare
somcday il we don't be wise in
our basic thoughts and ap-
proach. This writlen strongly
belicves, Japancse examples
and experience in these re-
spects are {nvaluable for
Bangladesh, il taken seriously
and adapted properly. The
present slogan of market
economy should not confuse
us. The World Bank stafl or
IMF service holders whe are in
the habit of writing econemic
prescription for weaker devel-
oping countrics hardly know
that the territory that forms
Bangladesh has more than
thousand years of history of
practical market eco oc-
casional by disturbed by the
colonial rulers.

Dr. Mustafizur Rahman is
the Director General, Interna-

tional Industry and Technology
Tokye,

Promotion Agency,
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this column, |
would like to draw the atten-
tion of the relevant authorities
regarding the supply of water

at Tejkunipara.
For the last six months, the

Sir, Throu

supply of water by WASA s so
little at times that we even do
not get enough water for
drinking not to speak of other
bare requirements. The
Government is planning so
many things, but we do not
hear the Government taking
any immediate steps to miti-
gate the sufferings of the peo-
ple by providing more water.
The scarcity in the area is so
acute that, 1 apprehend, the
people will take to the streets
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and also gherao the WASA of-
fice very soon to press for this
demand.

1 fervently appeal to the
concerned authorities to in-
crease the water supply so as
to meet the basic daily need,
immediately.

Manzur Rashid
Tejkunipara, Dhaka

Crime in Mirpur and
. force

Sir, Law enforcement in the
country is the responsibility of
the Government. But in Mirpur
the Government remains as it
appears, deliberately carcless
in spite of mounting crimes in
the area.

There are about 20 lakh in-
habitants in about 15 square
miles of Mirpur and adjacent
areas. But there is only one po-
lice station with five tiny po-
lice outposts in this huge area.
The total police force under
this police station and five po-
lice outposts in reportedly only
200, learnt {rom the police
authoritics. Only two vehicles
arc used by the Mirpur Police
Station, including its Officer-
in-Charge.

Not to speak of Bangladesh,
nowhere in the world and
never in the history of
mankind the security of such a
big population has ever been
vested under only 200 police
force under one police station.
What is the logic of our
Ministry of Home Affairs for

such neglcet?

Years back it was publicized
that the Mirpur area would be
divided into two police sta-
tions. But it has been shelved.
But why?

It seems that with bad
roads (about 90 per cent),
large-scale illegal construc-
tions and slums, and total traf-
fic lawlessness the Mirpur area
would have become a much
greater crime zone than what
it is. We do not know if the
Ministry of Home Affairs is ex-
perimenting with the area as
"test case™? If it is so then it is
a violation of the human and
constitutional rights of the
people.

We went to hear from the
Ministry of Home Affairs and
the honourable members of

our National Parliament aboul
the above irresponsibility.

A B M Shamsud Doulah
Mirpur, Dhaka

BTV — stale sports
news
Sir, Belated congratulations
to The Daily Star — we get the
sports news faster in the daily
than on BTV, as you have a ra-
dio monitoring unit, opera
nu[h;m.mnd:-:lllm.
There a to be lack of
co-ordination between Radio
and BTV, as appar-
ently BTV is not use of
the service provided RB's
international radio
Centre, which feeds the
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News Unit. Even a daily moni-
toring bulletin used to be pub-
lished for circulation to the
Cabinet and Lo senior govern-
ment oflicers.

One glaring lapse of BTV is
the stale cricket scores in the
evening bulletins, which we

have as two 'opposing political
"ﬂlﬁl'.nﬂ'lhllll’ﬂl‘lhl-
coordinating Chalrman, NOGA at
the top.
A Mawaz
Dhaben



