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Dhaka Day by Day

In Search of Roots

by Iftikhar Ahmed Chowdhury

Being a citizen of one ol the poorest coun- whim.
tries of the world is not an enviable status by
any standard. This predicament becomes all
the more difficult when you are a vibrant youth
caring all that is happening to your country so-
cially, culturally, economically and politically, It
sometimes evokes a feeling of an eternal black-
hole tragedy. This is the moment when one
looks back to the glorious past of his nation,
which like priceless gems removes the sorry
facts of Wie and allows ane to face life with re
newed vigour and hope.

Bakshi Habibur Rahman, a youth in his late
twenties set himsell
to Lthe slrenuous
task of fAnding out
the roots ol his na-
tionhood. For carry-
ing out this task he
followed a rather
unusual method. He
collected auto-
graphs and com-
ments of people
[rom wvarious sec-
lions of the society.
So whatever his sub-
ject matter may
have been, ultimate-
ly the result was a
peoples’ verdicl. Ha-
bib was born in Bo-
gra and graduated
from Chittagong
University. He is a
proud son of a free-
dom [fighter. As a’
young boy he had
the privilege to
know Maulana Bha-
sant from close
quarters.

At the beginning
of 1980's Habib
made up his mind
that he would col-
lect comments and Bakshi Habibur Rahman

autographs of intellectuals and people from var-
jous creative professions all over Bangladesh on
the issue of language movement of 1952, He

the posterity.

became
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He recalls "At [irst it was fun.

But later when certain amount of seri-
ousness was added to the task, it revealed new
hortzons to him. Now he knows that his eflorts
will not go in vain; for, the future generations
shall be benefitted from this. At least it will re-
veal some truths aboul the

which mere Llext books cannot
this is the legacy he wants to

movement
rovide. Actually
behind for

But later as |

more involved in grew difficult. Some-
times the task seemed like pushing a mountain
with a feeble shoulder, | also had to face strong

oppositions In carry-
ing out my task. But

it didn't stop me in
anyway."

Last year Habib
decided that he
would exhibit his
collections and put
them to display for
common people to
sce. But the greatest
difficulty was finding
a venue for this ex-
hibition. To his utter
dismay he saw that
... "in this capital
city, arranging an
exhibition of pet
dogs of the affluent
people was much
casier.”

But for his noble
purpose no one was
willing to sponsor or
ceven allow a congen-
ial place. At last he
exhibited his collec-
tions under the
open sky of Dhaka
Press Club in Febru-
ary this year. Similar
was the situation
when he exhibited
in Bogra.

At a time when our history is being continu-
[or political reason; when alter
twenty years ol our independence some politi-

says, | think that the language movement was cians and intellectuals argue whether it is right
one of the most vital part of our history and our to point lingecrs at the conspirators against our
identity as a nation stems from our individual libcration llabib's was a very timely effort.

identities as language soldiers.” "l chose intel-
lectuals and creative personalities because they

Did Habib make a great contribution to our
history? Probably not. To many what Habib did

arc usually the most conscious ones of the soci-  may not matter much, But this is wrong. Ha-
ety. he explains _ bib's is a beginning and all beginnings are made
From the carly eightics tilll now Habib has ., . 4 ninuscule scale. What is important in

collected more than two hundred autographs
and comments from all over the country.
llabib admitted thal, he was a school buy

when he lirst started collecting them. So at
Hnuing work

lirst he had probably taken the decision as a
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Works Minister Bnrnst.er Rafiqul Islam Mmh planting a
sapling at Khilkhet as part of the tree plantation
programme jointly organised by Lions Club of Dhaka
Oriental and Presidency Lions Club. Ln Jamal T Hossain
and L Anjam Mareof also seen in the picture.
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the efforts is a quest for one's roots. Thal is
generally wanting in the whole of our society.
This situation lends importance to Habib's con-

552 youths trained
in self-employment
activities

RAJSHAHI, July 28: Youlh
Development Department
(YDD) has provided training on
sclf-employment activities to a
total of 552 youths in the dis-
trict during 1991-92 financial
year, reports BSS.

Of the trained youths, 187
have been provided training on
poultry and livestocks farming
while 124 on pisciculture, 65
on dress making, 90 on typing
and shorthand and 80 on other
trades.

The department also pro-

vided motivational training to
505 youths engaged in sclf-

1 employment activities in dif-

[erent parts of the district dur-
ing the same period.

IG's call to
make police
more dynamic

Inspector General of Police
ASM Shahjahan Yesterday
called for making police ad-
ministration much more dy-
namic and effective in control-
ling crimes, reports BSS.

Speaking at the senjor po-
lice officers’ fortnightly con-
ference at the police head-
quarters the IGP told the po-
lice that they must prevent
crime with all their strength
and ensure law and order at all
cost.

i

Metropolitan

at low cost : scientist hopes

The appinwilon of a theory
developed by a Bangladeshi
Scienlist Teaching in the
United States can help
Bangladesh go for low cost so-
lar power generation, reporis
BSS.

Professor M Zahur Anwar,
and eminent scientist working
as a Professor in the Depart-
ment of Physics-Astronomy,
California State University,
Long Beach, has (o his credit a
theory based on thermal
interaction which might help
improve solar cells. Such solar
cells can be made from silicon
[common sand) at a low cost
for solar power generation,
ideal for use in Bangladesh.

Prof Anwar, who is here on

a holiday, gave a talk Tuesday

on "High fleld effects and
plasma instabilities In solid
slate devices” at the audito-
rfum of BAEC.

Prof Anwar's theory is ap-
plicable in some i{mportant
solid state and electronic de-
vices like tunnel diode, gun
diode and high field transis-
tors. These devices are used in
modern day computers, mi-
crowave and other modes of
communications including
medical imaging system such
as Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (MRI).

In his talk, Profl Anwar de-
tailed the theory of a new type
ol microwave oscillators, ca-
pable ol generating extremely
high frequencies (10 to 100
giga hertzs) using iIntrinsic

semiconductor materials like
gallum-aresenide, silicon and
germanium.

Prof Anwar's investigation is
concerned with the appear-
ance of "Negative differential
resistance (NDR)” in the in-
trinsic semiconductors caused
due to electro-thermal effect.
He hoped the theory would
enable researchers to deter-
mine the nature of heat flow
[rom the measurements of the
eclecirical characteristics of
semiconductor devices.

Dr M A Mannan, Chairman,
BAEC, Dr M A Wajed Miah,
Director, BAEC, teachers of
physics of Dhaka and Jahan-
girnagar Universities and
researchers [rom several insti-
tution attended the seminar
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Imamuddin A.hmad Chnwdhur}r, Chmrrnnn Board of Di-
rectors of Janata Bank planting a sapling in the premises
of Janata Bank local office in Motijheel. A H Mofazzal
Karim, Director of the Board, Mohammad Taheruddin,
Managing Director and General Manager of the bank also

seen in the picture.

HERE and THERE

Bhuyanpara Sangsad

A 15-member Exccutive
Committee of the Bhuyanpara
Shamaz Kalyan Sangsad was
[ormed on Tuesday with Abu
Syed' as President and AKM
Shah Alam as General
Sccretary.

The committee would work
for 1992-94.

JSP

Jatiya Sramik Party (JSP)
president Shah Mohammad
Abu Jafar and genecral secretary
M A Gafur in a statcment ex-
pressed their solidarity with
the anti-terrorism movement.

They urged all political par-
ties including Awami League
and BNP, to abandon arms.

They denounced the politi-
cians who did not come for-
ward in the anti- terrorism
movement and urged the peo-
plc to make the movement a
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No change in day temperature

By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 6 am
today (Wednesday) says, moderate rain or showers accompa-
nicd by temporary gusty wind likely to occur at most places
over Chittagong division and at many places over Dhaka, Ra-
jshahi and Khulna divisions with moderate heavy falls at

places.

the country.

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged over

The Met office forecast, within two days, rainfall activities

may decrease.

The country experienced rainfall at many places yesterday
(Tuesday). Chief amount of rainfall recorded in 12 hours from
6 am to 6 pm were: Chuadanga 95 mm, Kutubdia 85 mm,
Teknaf 35 mm, Cox's Bazar 20 mm, Khepupara 12 mm, and

Shatkhira 10 mm.

The maximum temperature of 33.0 degree

Celsius was re-

ported from Sylhet and the minimum of 24.1 degree was re-

ported from Feni.

The sun sets today (Wednesday) at 6.44 pm and rises at
5.27 am tomorrow l"fhum:la ). The maximum and the mini-
mum lemperature and humidlty recorded in some major ci-
ties and towns of the country yesterday were:

Cities/Towns Temperature in degree Celstus Humidity in percentage

Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 30.4 25.6 82 77
Chittagong 20.2 ' 25.4 80 89
Rajshahi 32.1 25.8 - 85
Khulna 31.8 24.8 80 85
Cox's Bazar 30.2 24.3 83 88
Dinajpur 32.0 . - 71
Sylhet 33.0 24.6 83 66
Barisal 30.5 24.7 93 90
Feni 29.0 24.1 84 84

among the

Training Course

A six-week training course

for teachers on research
mcthod in behavioural science
concluded here recently.

Pro Vice Chancellor of the
Dhaka University Dr Wakil
Ahmed, distributed certificates
participants of the
course organised by the Centre
[or Psycho Social Research and
Training (CPSRT).

A large number of teachers
of different universities, col-
leges and the Institute of
Education Research took part
in the training p

Prestdent of CPSRT Prof
Hamida Akhtar presided over
the certificate giving ceremony
heid at the conference room of
the IER.

Sramik League

A meceting of Bangladesh
Sramik League Tuesday urged
all women labour organisations
lo be active against women and
child trafficking in the coun-

try.
Biplabi Jote

A mecting of Ganotantrik

Biplabi Jote Tuesday urged all
to make the August 23 pro

gramme of Ekattarer Ghatak:"

Dalal Coordination Commitice
gherao programm
The meeting presided over
by Badruddin Umar also re-
viewed the present law and
order situation of the country.

e successful. .

| Phone bills for

June to be paid
by Aug 8

The digital and analog tele-
phone bills for the month of
June '92 have been sent to all
subscribers under the Dhaka
Mutti-Exchange by post on July
15 which will have to be paid
by August 8, reports BSS.

Telephone bills may be paid
to specified branches of the
Rupalf, Krishi, Janata, UCD
Ltd, City Bank Lid and Agrani
Bank.

The telephone subscribers
who have in the meantime not
received their bills, may obtain
duplicate copy of the same
from the respective telephone
revenue accounting oflicer or
from the concerned telecphone

exchanges to make payment in
due date.

Obituary

Khawja Ahmed S/0 Khawja
Mohammad Adil and son
of Nawab Sir Salimullah died
yesterday after prolonged ill-
ncss, says a press release.

His Namaz-e-Janaza will he
held at Baitul Mukarram
mosque afler Asar prayer today
and his Qulkhwani will be held
at his Paribagh residence on
July 31, 1992 after Asafr

prayer.

Begum Ayesha Akhtar,
widow of eminent educationist
late A H B Abu Ahmed of Dhap,
Rangpur, died on Sunday at
the Railway Hospital, Dhaka |
Innalillahe . .. Razeun). She
was 87, says a press release.

Her Qulkhwani will be held
at House 659A, Dhanmondi
Residential Area, Road no. 32
old aflter Asar prayers today
(Wednesday).

Alhaj Anwar Ali Miah, noted
social worker, died of heart
failure on Friday night, says a
press rclease.

Qulkhwani of Alhaj Anwar
Ali Miah will be held tomorrow
(Thursday) after Johr prayers

| at his village home.
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=\ Bangladesh can get solar power

Mahmudul Hassan made envoy to Turkey

The government has de- from Naval Post OGraduate
cided to appoint Genecral School, Cahlifornia, USA in
Mahmudul Hassan, PSC as am | A
bassador of Bangladesh 1o
Turkey, reports BSS

Born on January 31, 1943,
General Hassan graduated from
Pakistan Military Academy
Kakul in 1964 and compicted
Sentor International Defence Chittagong Hill Tracts Deve-
Management Course (ISDMC) lopment Board
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WANTED

Chemical Engineer

Major General Hassan, was
mmmn-m-d in the Pakistan
my in 1964. He was Ceneral

Dllllrﬂ Commanding of 24 n-
fantry diviston and Chairman,

A reputed r:Mmecommny needs a Chemical
Engineer to look after production and
maintenance of chemical plants. Experience in
maintenance of pumps and compressors and
general understanding of electrical installations
and motors will be desirable A suitable person
with good track record and work experience may
be given higher responsibilities. There is good
prospect for career progression. Apply with

Dio-data and a passport size photograph 1o The
Advertiser, Box No. A-23 . ¢c/o. The Daily Star,

Dhaka by 15 August 1992

SR (BEFTED Eaa SRihs
BANGLADESH TOBACCO COMPANY LIMITED

FOR SALE
BTC CIGARETTE FACTORY LAND &

BUILDINGS AT VHATIARY,
FOUZDARHAT, CHITTAGONG

l The owner Bangladesh Tobacco Company Limited
offers for sale, its 26 acres of freehold land & buildings
only of the recently closed Cigarette Factory located on
the Dhaka-Chittagong Highway—adjoining Military
Academy, Vhatiary.

This is a prime site, suitable for specialised textile,
heavy or light engineering factory and ready for
immediate occupation. The site can also be used for
setting up private Export Processing Estate. The
property, consists, amongst others, the following:

a) 26 acres (approx.) of land of which 22 acres
(approx.) fully developed and were above last high
flood.

b) 196,890 sft. of covered buildings for use as factory,
warehouse, store etc. of which 121,858 sfi of roof

| of height of between 15 and 18 feet. . - -

¢/ Pucca roads & yards — 124,580 sft

d) Open high land — 522,720 sft.

h e) 5 residential bungalows.

f) Deep tube well.

gl Gas supply for industrial use.

h) Power distribution centre.

l i) Own approach road to the main highway.

i) Railway siding inside the Factory offering direct
access to the Port.

The Tender papers and the permission to inspect the

property can be obtained from Branch Manager on site

from Saturdays to Thursdays during office. hours.

Interested buyers should submit the completed tender
with an earnest money of Tk. 10.00 lacs (Taka Ten
Lacs) by registered post or deliver by hand to the
Company Secretary, Head Office, Bangladesh Tobacco
Company Limited, ALICO Building, 1820 Motijheel
Commercial Area, Dhaka, in envelope clearly marked
‘Offer for Chittagong Factory Land & Buildings’ by 30th
August, 1992.

The Company is free to accept or reject any or all bids
without assigning any reason whatsoever.
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