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“Not all of them are

Americans

BARCELONA, July 27: Not
all the best baskctball players
at the Olympics are wearing
red, white and blue, reports
AP.

The world discovered the
US pastiime years ago. It beat

college players with such fre-
that the US team [i-

nally allowed professionals
from the National Basketball
Association — [ar and away the
best league in the world to

They will encounter tal-
ented praclitfioners of the
rt from other lands, some
whom have played in the
NDBA.
Start with Monday's game
nst Croatia, a tcam that in-
udes Drazen Petrovic of the
New Jersey Ncts, Toni Kukoc,
a first-round draflt choice of
the Chicago Bulls, and Dino
Radja, who chose a dirs 3 mil-
lion dcal in [taly instead of an
offer from the Boston Celtics,

The Croals intrigue the
Americans, Of particular inter-
est is the 2.09 metre Kukocr, a
powcr forward-sized point
guard in the tradition of Magic
Johnson — quick and slick.

“I hear he's the real deal,”
says Michacl Jordan.

Then there's Lithuania. ar-
med with Sarunas Marciulionis
of the Golden State Warriors
and 2.23 mctre Arvidas Sab-

onis, dralt property of the
Portland Trail Blazers.

Germany has Detlel Sch-
rempl of the Indiana Pacers.
Ex-Atlanta Hawk Alex Volkov is
with the Unified Team. Brazil's
Oscar Schmidt can shoot with
the best of them.

US coach Chuck Daly, rarely
an optimist, concedes his team
is too strong to be
beaten."Thus far we haven't
addressed a close game,” he
said.

SAASF meet held
in Colombo

The scven exccutive com-
mittee meeting of the South
Asian Airlines Sports Federa-
tion (SAASF) was held in the
Sri Lankan capital Colombo
Sunday wilh its president
Raisuddin Ahmed in the chair,
reports [3SS.

The mecting, participated
by the airlines rcprescntalives
from the SAARC member
countries, hcld dclailed dis-
cussion on Lhe agenda which

included progress of holding of
cricket, table lcnnis and chess
tourmnaments as schedulgd ear-
lier in the SAASF sports calen-
dar for the ycar.

The meeting took some
certadin decisions 1o tHIS Fé
gard.

Raisuddin Ahmed, who is
also the vice-president of
Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board (BCCD), discussed with
the Sri Lankan Cricket Board
oflicials the possibilitics of the
Sri Lankan Test tcam's visit to
Bangladesh and mallers ol mu-
tual iInterest, including the
coming Asia Cup to be held in
October this ycar, according Lo
a message reecived in Dhaka
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BARCELONA. July

EE 27: Jenny Thom-
K pson walked
slowly, no smilc

on her face or

" spring in  her

She shuffled 1o the

slcp.
trudged

moedals stand. She

......

Amt.a Nail nf tha Umted Stnte: in actmn dunn

tered hopes and broken heart,
reports AP,

So far, she hasn't swum fast
enough or flashed her grin as
quickly as is her habit. The
count so far: two events, one
silver medal, no satisfaction.

Barcelona was to be a bo-
nanza for the tall, tough-
minded 19-yecars-old, who was
the world's best this year in
the [rceslyle sprints. Five
Olympic medals — most if not
a]-’l of them gold — werc possi-

Mecting wilh rcporters
Monday, she was reduced to
facing questions like: Must you
win the BO0-meler f[reestyle
Friday to consider your
Olympics a success?

"Yeah,” she said rcluclantly,

"l think so.'
ln lht. IU-D I'r{:csl lc Hh{, ELl

X =

t.he |
morning heats of the women's 200m breaststroke Mnnda}'

the world record four month
ago. On Sunday morning she
sct an Olympic record in the
preliminaries. On Sunday
night, though, she was run-
nerup in the [inals to a swim-
mer whose previous best time
was a substantial 64-hun-
dredths of a second slower
than hers.

In the 200, Thompson had

the sccond best time in the .

world this year. On Monday,

she had the 12th best time in
the prcliminarics and, shock-

ingly, lailed to qualify for the
finals.

"My favourite cvent is the
50 because it's so short and
fast," Thompson said. “The
front part of my races have
been good. It's just the back
hall that's been hurting, so my
50 looks good.” L

But, she said, "l think I'm
past the hard part of the meet”
emotionally.

"I have two relays, which
are rcally fun, and [ think
we're going to do really well in
those," she added.

She's expected to swim the
100-meter anchor legs in the
400 [reestyle rclay Tucsday
and the 400 medley relay
Thursday. Shc bypasscd the
200 consolation final Monday
night to rest for Tucsday's
race.

[n the 100, she may have
spent hersell too much in the
preliminaries. In the [inals,
she trailed Zhuang Yong of
China by cight-hundredths of a
sccond after 50 meters. Then
she had to chase Zhuang, in-
stcad of swimming her own
race.

In the 200, intent on mak-
ing up for Sunday's shortfall,
she uscd her legs tos much
carly and had too litlle energy
on the fourth and final lap.

"l was just really ph}rsically
and cmotionally tired still from
the 100," Thompson said.

Even though she won a
medal in the 100, she said that
was a greater disappointment
than missing the finals in the
200, her weakest cvent.

As she stood on the medals
stand with a sparkling silver
cap on her head and a silver
mecdal on her chest, her blank
slare hinted at her emotions as
shc heard the Chinese national
anthem.

'l was just probably mad at
mysell,” Thompso said
Monday. "I thought | should be
on the top but | blew it. But, I
mecan, a silver medal in the
Olympics isn't bad and so I,
shouldn't E-I

" should be happy and so |
am happy

Thc words came slowly and
the smile was nowhere in

sight.

The man who fired the arrow

ﬂAI{CE!ﬂHA. July
27: As Lhe {lame-
tipped arrow sli-
ced through the
night air, the
70,000 specta-
tors in DBarcelona’'s Olympic
Stadium held their breath,
unsurc {f it could recally reach
its targct 70 meters above,
reporis AFD,

It did, and the hugc lorch
mounted on the sidc of the
stadium burst into flame, the
final signal that the Barcclona
Games were well and truly un-
derway.

Yet few knew that the man
who fired thc crucial arrow,
Spaniard Antonio Rcbollo,
achicved his archery skills de-
spite suffcring from polim.

In an opening rcrrmﬁny

Watt catches them

SANT SADURNI
D'ANOIA, Spain,
July 27: Pre-race
favourites got ca-
ught in the pack
and watched iIn
dismay as Katrhryn Qatt of
Australia broke away on the
final lap and won a gold medal
in the women's 8] -kilometer
race, reports AP.

In the pther cycling medal
race Sunday, Bernd Dittert,
Uwe Peschel, Christian Meyer
and Michael Rich teamed up o
give a united a gold
medal in a 100-kilometre race.

The four were timed in
2:01:39, beating the favoured
lmtz a full nlmm:

Iﬂd:m‘lhﬂ:lhtrvtm
this way: | was in a bunch ... |

un.lcuyuumruﬂy really

hcky The

Pre-race [avourite Je-nnit
Longo of France was 20 sec-
onds behind Watt for the sil-
ver. Monigque Knol of the
Netherlands took the bronze.

Despite the setbacks, US
racers are hoping “for thetr
best showing, aside from the
boycotted 1984 games. Connie
Paraskevin-Young's bronze iIn
thtﬂ:;nnﬂ.tch:pﬁﬂm
their medal four
o years ago

Erin Hartwell is a medal
contender in Monday's men's
time trials. There are eight

Thompson, who was
knocked from her bike n a

tight turn on the third lap, s

don't like to be a conformist, a challenger along with Geanne
0 | attacked " Mﬂa:;dn Zack.
ni sixth, Zac
Rival inga Thompson of the JOth . and 26th. -
United States said that was It was a's first goid
key. 1 guess | called 1t when | mmﬂmmﬂmmd
said someone really strong but its first overall since the 1984
m:hnrnmﬂﬁn-q-d men's 4,.000-metre team pur-
win it." she sald suit tite.
h;rhnh*ﬂquﬂmum United Germany showed
o re and you're why enc team is better than
» You cant really get twe. N evereame a powerfis!

ique Knol
Barcelona

cyclist Jeannie Lnn'dl silver), :"I.Hltrlhilﬂ
raise flowers on the podium after

napping

Italian squad to win the go
medal on the Circuit de
COUrSsc,

"It was a great victory for
me, the greatest,” said Rich.
"And | feel great with a gold
around my neck.”

The German tcam took the
medals podium alter smiling
under a German flag for pho-
tographers. It was briel de
ture from their stance of no
longer acknowledging that
they were once two countrics,
two teams, two ideologics, one
people split at the border but
tom at heart.

Germany had lost to the
Italtan team of Luca Colombe,
Andrea Peron, Flavio Anastasia
and Giln:r;.nm Contri at last
year's world c nships
a sizeable 2 rnlllr::“:-h i

The demanding 100 kilo-

metre course took {ts toll.
Sweden, the bronze meodallist
in Seoul and in fourth place

at 25 kilometres, with-

Michael Andresson

]

were

to Barcelona's

mﬂ:lﬂnrmhruuw
other infurics.
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Kathryn Watt(C gold) and Dutchwoman
the women s individual race Bunday in

—AFP photo

packed with Spanish Olym-
pians past and present,
Rebollo was one of the [ew who
earncd his sporting creden-
tials in the Paralympics, the
offlicial Olympics for the dis-
abled.

1le won an archery silver in
the 1984 Paralympics in Los
Angclcs and bronze in Scoul.

In addition, he won a gold
mcdal in the 1988 Europcan
Championships for the dis-
abled and a silver in 1991.

Rebello was one of two can-
didates for the honour of light-
ing the torch, and ncither
kncw until the last minute
which it would be. Organiscrs

thought they would both stay
calmer that way.

Despite his disability, Rebo-
llo could not have achieved the
perfect shot without outstan-
ding strength.

The arrow was 1.2m long
and weighed ncarly 100 grams
(3.5 oz). The bow used was
made of hardwood, laminated
and in one picce, so that it
barely bent when Rebollo drew
back the string.

It took a second and a half
for the arrow to pass through
its 70-meter trajectory, and as
it curved over the lip of the
torch, the flame was ignited

and as it burst into life amid of
gasps of disbclicf in the sta-
the

diuvm, so did 1992

Olympics.

Ondiekis

BARCELONA, July
27: For mpic
gold medal -
rites Lisa and

——— Yobes Ondicki,

- there is more to a
long-running relationship than
long- distance running, re-
ports AP,

“Yes, there's her cooking,”
Yobes, the 1991 world 5,000-
metre champion, said Sunday.
“She cooks very well. She
cooks, takes carc of the laun-
dry and looks after Emma
(their daughter born in Octo-
ber 1990)."

Lisa, the 1988 Olympic sil-
ver medalist in the women's
marathon, looks to her hus-
band for coaching and relax-
ation. Since the two met at the
Scoul Games, Lisa has reduced
her times :Irlmltl:llly with
her husband's hel and
learned to take time
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Thompson traumatised by losses
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Carl Lewis carries a hatnn as he practises with the US 4x100m relay team in Barcelona on

Monday.

Lewis may yet run rela

BARCELONA, July
27
Mel Rosen will
not say for cer-
tain, it appears
Carl Lewis will
run on the United States’ 400-
melre rclay team at the
Olympics, reports AP,

"I'm sure Carl Lewis will be
on the relay,” Dennis Mitchell,
the US 100-metre champion
and sprint team captain, said

L1

Mitchell said Rosen "is do-
ing everything in his power to
get Carl on.”

Rosen has insisted he plans
to use the first four finishers in
the 100 metres at last month's
Olympic trials as the relay
team in all three rounds — the

uarterfinals, semifinals and

nal — if all four are healthy
and show fitness during the
Games. That foursome is
Mitchell, Mark Witherspoon,
Leroy Burrell and Mike Marsh.

"If anything happens to the

Even if coach:

top four, he'll have a chance to

run,” Rosen said ol Lewis.
"Right now, he's not listed to
runa leg.”

However, Mitchell thinks

that Lewis will at least run one
round.

Lewis was sixth at the trials
in the 100, plus fourth in the
200 metres. Disappointed and
dejected at his subpar perfor-
mances, he did not immedi-
ately sign up for the relay
team, for which he qualified -as
an alternate. Instead, he
waited until three days later,
Rosen said.

Lewis' late decision and
presence have created some
disruptions in the 400 relay,
just
Michael Johnson, the national
200-metre champion, to the
1,600-metre relay team has
causcd problems on that unit.

Reportedly,
shouting, yelling and scream-
ing between athletes and
coaches

like the addition of

there was much

during Sunday's

1,600-metre relay practice,
with the athletes demanding
to know who would run the fi-

nal. Finally, they were told it
would be Danny Everett,
Quincy Watts, Johnson and
Steve Lewis,

Still, Rosen would not con-
firm it, claiming the decision
would not be made until Aug 3,
two days before the start of

the n:lajrrs. )
woud ady Grithe

"Th
1§ =l
fuss.

"It's a war of egos, the ath-
letes’ egos, of who's supposed
to run which round. Nobody
wants to run the rounds,” he
said.

Mitchell indicated the
1,600-metre relay controversy
was hotter than Rosen would
admit.

Asked if the 400 relay team
had a similar commotion, he
said, "Ours was not a knock-

‘em-down, drag out affair.”

Ghana off to a bright start

BARCELONA, July
27: nghlﬁ rated
Ghana, e un-
der-17 world ch-
ampions, started
their Olympic so-
ccer campaign with a [lattering
3-1 win over Australia on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

Denmark, whose senior
team ignited the nation with
their European Championship
triumph last month, drew 1- I
with Mexico in the other
Group D match, of Zaragoza.

Danish captain Claus Thom-
son scored with a fine 87th
minute header to counter a
first hall penalty from Fran-
cisco Rottlan.

Two late goals from alert
striker Kwame Ayew took the
pu-llunf ofl Ghana who were

struggling to hold on to a 1-0

they wou

m ln

nﬂd
same Olympics.

"'I'\wu married couples have
won Olympic gold In the samec
year, but not both in running
events.

Czechoslavakians Emil

in — did it in
1962. Harold Connolly of the
United States and Olga Fika-
tova of Czechoslovakia did it
four years later in the hammer
throw and women's discus.

Also after double gold will
be twe American married
couples — David Patrick and
Sandra Farmer-Patrick in the
men's and women's 400-melre
intermediate hurdles: and
Aaron Ramirez and Shelly
Steely In the men's 10,000
;:E;:,' and the women's
Of those four, mly Sandra
Farmer-Patrick is favoured.

The Patricks have different
approaches to track.

“I'm more critical,” David
has said, "so | try to

until she tells me to

shut up.

‘s more relaxed

trymg fo

F‘asl breaks led to both goals
and Australian goalkceper
John Filan was at fault with the
first allowing a’'tame shot to
bounce over him.

Torino's Mohammed Gargo
had given Ghana a good start,
scoring with a long range el-
fort in the 12th minute,

Tony Vidmar grabbed a
consolatlion goal for Australia in
infury time,

In Barcelona, Swedcen, [ield-
ing one of the most experi-
ericed teams in the competi-
tion, failed to impress when
held 0-0 by Paraguay in Group
&4

The Swedes' three full in-
tcrnationals who played in the
European Championship finals,
ltaly based Tomas Brolin,
Joachim Bjorklund and Patrik

and laid back.”

The toughest part [or
Ramirez and Steely isn't the
training, but the racing

‘It seems like her races are
always just before the men's
10,000 metres, so I'm always
on the warmup field trying to
peek over the fence to see how
she's doing,” Ramirez has said.

The Ondickis' biggest diffi-
culties involve getting Lisa to
adjust to training harder and
thinking like a Kenyan dis-
tance runner.

'm running a whole lot
laster than I've ever run,” said
Lisa, who proved it last month
in Hclsinki, Finland, by clip-
Eeng more than one minute off

r previous best for 10,000
mcires on the track.

"My training and my think-
ing has dramatically
since Yobes has been coaching
me. His expectations are high,
and they're hard to meet.

“I've tried to think more
the way Yobes thinks, not only
in training, but in races. If you
make the team in Kenya, you
are one of the best in the
world. That's automatic. To be
the best in Australia, you have

r an Olympic first

Andcrsson looked jaded from a
tough scason and did little of
nole.

Paraguay, who qualiflied
from South America on goal
dilference ahead of Brazil,
more than coped with their
European opponents and An-
dres Duarate squandered the
best chance of the game when
he fired straight at goalkeeper

Jan Ekholm when clean
through.

South Koreca and Moroeco
drew 1-1 in the other Group C
encounter, of Valencia.

A fine individual from
substitute Ahmed Bahja gave
Morocco the lead in the 67th
minute before Chung Jae Know
equalised with a spectacular
scissors kick [rom just inside
the pcnalty area in 75th.

tnbcgood but it's not the |

same,” she said.

credit for his wile's remark-
able improvement and new-
found conflidence.

I don't like to say I'm her
coach,” he said. "I'm her hus-
band and adviser. A coach
would be on her all the time
telling her what to do. I'm
more of a family member than
a coach.”

Semantics aside, Yobes' In-
[luence has been a major boost
for Lisa's ego. Uncertain about
her ability, she generally went
into a race with much trepida-
tion. Now, she is extremely
confident.

"Although | ran well, | never
came close to a world record.”
Lisa said. "Yobes said | was

running too slow.”

To iIncrease her speed,
Yobes made her do tions
~ B0 or 60 2008 — also

whose 13:03.58
clocking for 5,000 meters i

the fastest in the world this ]

year, is a frontrunner.

Yobes tries not to take the

—

 (FIG)

BARCELONA, July 27 .
Two Chincsc women gym-
nasts have been sanctioned

at the Olympic tournament
here for flashing too much

China were deducted 0.2
point by the International
Gymnastics Federation
for "incorrect dress”
during the women's team
compulsory exercises on

But the decision did not
impress Zhang Quande,
China's representalive on
the FIG executive commit-

PMmMng

| q MERICAN long jumper

Mike Powell, the world
rccord holder and world
champion, on Sunday joined
the list of missing Olympic

athletes.
Alter Canada admitted

that it had lost Ben John-
son, now cither hiding in a
Barcelona hotel or training
in Lisbon, the US Olympic
Committee confessed that
Powell had also not been iIn
touch.

"We just don't know
where he is,” said a USOC
spokesman.

According to officials
who helped organise a US
training camp in south west
France, Powell left Nar-
bonne last Wednesday but
he told them he would re-
turn this Tucsday.

He must register with
the Olympic Village 48
hours before his event,

Powell, who will be chal-
lenged by fellow-American
Carl Lewis for the gold,
starts his campaign on Au-

gust 5.
Full house

ORE than 150,000

spectators watched
cvents on the [irst [ull day
of the Olympic programme,
organisers said today.

Pedro Palacios, spakes-
man [or the Organising
Commitiec, sald 154,400
pcople watched the 14
sports which included
boxing, swimming, basket-
ball, soccer and wcight-
lifting.

Stooping low

HE president of Pana-

ma's Olympic Commi-
ttec was caught sclling
tickets outsfde the main

stadium.  this - weeckend,
Spanish police said on

They said they scized
300 tickets on Sunday for a
variety of events from Meli-
ton Sanchez Ribas, who in-
sisted he was sclling them
at face value. They said it
was not an arrestablc of-
fence.

“It's very surprising in-
deed, considering his posi-
tion,” a police spokesman
said.

A spokeswoman for the
Or-ganising Committee
COODB'92 said the Intecrna-
tional Olympic Committec
had been informed and
would decide on what ac-
tion to take.

Police said thcy have
scizecd more than 3000
Barcclona Games tickets in
the past weck [rom o
ised touts who are sclling
them at many times their
official cost.

Free check-up

HE Olympic team from

Yemen were obviously
impressed by medical
facilitics at the athletes
Village — all 31 of them
madc a bce-line to the
clinic for a check-up.

A hundred oclors,
nurses and ancillary stall
man the medical centre to
look aflter the 15,000 com-
petitors and officials staying
in the Village. Facilitics in-
clude everything from den-
tistry to chiropedy.

Officials said today the
clinic was handling and av-
crage ol 250 cases a day,
mainly for minor injuries.
The entire Yemen team
marched in for a check-up
the day afler arriving last
week. Serious cases are
transicrred from the clinie
to the nearby Hespital Del
Mar, a ncw building over-
looking the Mediterrancan
with some of the best med-
ical care in Spain.

Afghans absent

FGHANISTAN, still torn
by violence after 14
years of ctvil war, has been
unable to send titors
to the Barcclona
officials said on h
Michele Verdier, spo-
kes-woman for the In-
ternational Olympic Com-
mittee, dented Afghantstan

Tm ng the ﬂlmu
:‘.'7.‘?.&""“‘3...;-

tee, who mare

MAnhtInilan'!h

ﬂhihnt of presence rather
L its right of A
tion, 'd':rditr tnl:l a news
conference.




