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ROK girl Yeo
hits first gold

MOLLET DEL VALLES, July
26: An |B-ycar-old South Ko-
rean, Yeo Kab-soon, won the
first gold medal of the
Barcelona Olympics Sunday in
the women's air rifle, and a
shooter from sanctions-hit Yu-

won the bronze, reports
AP.

Yeo won the cight-woman

final round with 498.2. Bul-
's Vescla Letcheva, 28,
ed second with 485.3,

just ahead of Yugoslavia’'s

Aranka Binder with 495,11,

Binder s of a squad of

wbv athletes who are offi-

competing here only as
individuals. Their flag and an-
them will not be used, and
their entries in team cvents
were ordered lo stay home as
part of the UN approved sanc-
tions imposed to curb support
by Serblan-dominated Yu-
goslavia for Serb forces fight-
ing in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

The Olympic flag was raised
in place of the Yugoslav MNag
during the medal ceremony.

During the final round,
Binder fired from a place adja-
cent to Bosnia's Mirjana Hor-
vat, who finished eighth.

In the classilication round,
from which the eight finalists
advanced from a ficld of 45,
Letcheva and Yeo led with 396
out of a possible 400. The
world record is 399.

Binder said: “I'm delighted.
This was the best moment of
my carcecr.

The South Korean winner
was left speechless by her suce-
cess

'SHAHANA 43RD

Bangladesh's Kazi Shahana

Parveen finished 43rd in the
air rifle event of the Olympic
Games shooting compcetilion
with a score of 379 points out
of 500 in Barcelona yesterday
morning.
According fo agency rcports
compiled by BSS in Dhaka
Soma Dutta of India was placed
35th with 383 points and St
Lanka's Pushpamall lrene Ra-
manayake got the 37th posi-
tion with 382 points. Nepal's
" Anita Shrestha finished last
and 45th with 374 points.

Sadovyi’s gold

BARCELONA, July 26:
Evgueni Sadovyi of the

Unified Team won the
men’s 200-meter freestyle

Sunday in an Olympic
record 1:46:70.

Anders Holmertz of
Sweden won the silver in
1:46:86. Antti Kasvio of
Finland won the bronze in
1:47:63.

Tragic apothepsis

BARCELONA, July 26: Ame-
rican swimmer Ron Karnaugh
marched in the opening cere-
mony of the Olympic Games
unaware that his father, who
had fown to Barcclona to
walch him, had dicd [rom a
heart attack in the stands, re-
ports Rcuter,

Karnaugh was told of his
[ather Peter's death in Satur-
day night's ceremony carly to-

day.
Aussies, hosts
win in hockey

BARCELONA, July 26: David
Warnsbrough scored twice and
set up two as Australia got
their Olympic hockecy cam-
paign off to a flying start with a
scven-goal thrashing ol Argen-
tina here today. reports AFP.

Stephen Davies also scored
twice and the other goals came
from Paul [cwis, Jay Staccy
and Lec Bodimeade. Argentina
got nothing in reply.

Australia play Egypt in thelr
sccond pool match on Tuesday.

SPAIN BEAT KIWIS

Spain's Escude brothers set
up a 3-0 win over New Zealand
in their opening match

Pedro Jollrese opened the

' score from open play in the
seventh minute and then the
Escudes got to work.

Xavier doubled the score on
19 minutes and Ignacio, the
teamn captain, slotted home a
51st minute penalty corner to

wrap things up.
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Jennifer Thompson of the USA setting a new Olympic record during the 100m freestyle preliminary heats yesterday.

Jenny Thompson, Evgueni Sadovyi set pool on fire

Two records go by the board

BARCELONA, July
26: Jenny Thom-

: pson of the Uni-

& ted States set an
Olympic record
in the women's

100-mcire f[reestyle and

Evgucni Sadovyl of the Unified

Tcam sct the Olympic record

in the men's 200 [recstyle in
preliminary events Sunday,
reports AP.

Thompson set a record of
54.69 seconds, breaking the
mark of 54.79 by Barbara
Krause of East Germany in
1980. Thompson had set the
world record of 54.48 (n the
event in the US Olympic trials
in March, breaking the record
of 54.73 sct by Germany's
Kristin Otto in 1986.

Sadovyi set an Olympic
record of 1:46.74 in the 200

[reestlyle. The old record ol
1:47.25 was sct by Duncan

Armstrong of Australia In
1988. Anders Holmertz of
Sweden, swimming in the
same heat, finished in 1:56.76

to also eclipse Armstrong's

record.
Thompson, 19, ol Dover, N
H. led the other seven [astest

events and the 400 medley re-
lay.

Her time was second  to
Hungary's Kristina Egerszcgl,

" LATEST: Rozsa beaten

BARCELONA, July 26: Nelson Diebel of the United
States won the 100-meter men's breaststroke Sunday
in an Olympie record 1:01:50. Norbert Rozsa of
Hungary won the silver in 1:01:68 and Philip Rogers
of Australia won the bronze in 1:01:76.

swimmers into Sunday eve-
ning's final. Franziska Van
Almsick of Germany was sec-
ond at 55.40 and Catherine
Plewinski of France third at
55.44. Nicole Haislett, the
former American rccord
holder, was fourth at 55.67.
Summer Sanders of the US
tcam led the entire way in
winning her 400 individual
medlcy heat in 4:43.95. The
19-ycar-old from Raoseville,
Calil, has a chance for gold
medals in four individual

who won her heat in 4:43.83.
Sanders’ lteammalte, Ertka
Hanscn, [ailled to make the [i-
nal, finishing 10th in 4:48.13.
The top cight times make the
finals.

Nelson Mandela, president
of the African National
Congress, cheered on Sandcers
and the other swimmers in the
scaring morning heat.

Amcrican Nelson Dicbel
advanced to the 200 breast-
stroke final by f(inishing sccond
in his hcat. Teammale lans

Dersch, swimming next to
Diebel, [(inished 15th in
1:03.14.

Dicbel was third in 1:01.80.
Dmitri Volkov of the Unified
Team was first in 1:01.74 and
Akira Hayshi of Japan was scc-
ond in 1:01.76.

Dersch and teammate Doug
Gjertsen dcbuted avant-garde
fullbody sulits.

Joe Hudepohl and Gjertsen
qualified in the 200 [reestyle.

Peter Karnaugh, father of
the world's top-ranked 200
individual medlecy swimmer
Ron Karnaugh, died Saturday
night aflter being stricken by a
heart attack at the opening
ceremonies.

The younger Karnaugh said
he would compete Friday in
his only event of the Olympics,
according to Terry Stoddard,
his coach wilh the Mission
Viege (Callf) Nadadores.

Stoddard said the clder

Karnaugh “came here to watf'h
his son swim well. I'm surc he

will.®

Germans start as favourites

BARCELONA, July
26: Whether
coach Paul Lissck
likes it or not,

Germany's men

start as favourites
for a "third-time-lucky” title in
an intriguing Olympic hockey
contest, reports AFP.

Five more teams, world
champions Holland, holders
Rritain, long-time contcnders
Australia and Asian giants Pak-
istan and India, are vying scri-
ously for three other semi-final
spots and a shot at hockey's
most prestigious title.

But everyone except Lissek
is tipping a German triumph at
the spanking new stadium in
Terressa, the hockey hub 28
kilometres (17 miles) from
Barcclona.

The Germans, who last
won an Olympic title in 1972
at home in Munich, will take
the ficld against India on Sun-
day with a remarkable record
over the past year as European
Champions and Champions
Trophy victors twice in a row.

In skipper Volker Fried,
they have a shrewd hockey
brain and one of the world's
finest defenders. They boast a
forward line with players like
Andrcas Becker and Andreas
Keller who are capable of turm-
ing a game around on their
own.

And Carsten Fischer {s as
fearsome as ever as a penalty

corncr striker in the last
Olympics of his carecr.

Reason enough for rctiring
Pakistan skipper Shahbaz
Ahmed, Australian manager
Alan Berry, Malaysia's Aus-
tralian coach Terry Walsh and
his New Zealand countcrpart
Kevin Towns all to secc the
Germans as favourites for the
gold medal.

Alter silvers in both Los An-
geles and Seoul, it looks about

time.

But Lissek, 44, hates the
bufld-up around his squad,
citing the example of Australia
who Iin both 1984 and 1988
went home empty-handed
after being tipped for gold.

"Seldom does the supposed
team win the title,” he said,
predicting a close and

fiercely-fought tournament in
the fortnight ahead.

Germany are in the same
pool as Australia, Britain and
an India rejuvenated aflter a
successful May tour of Europe,
besides minnows Egypt and
Argentina.

German skipper Fried said
making the semis should be no
problem, but did not venture
further, "We are sirong cnough
for that, then anything can
happen,” he says.

Australia, for once, are not
labouring under the pressure
of being number one con-
tenders, which suits them fine.

On Friday, they suffered a

-— Contrasting wins for Otto, Griﬁ;

BARCELONA, July
26: Andrcss Otlo
of Germany, the
sccond -ranked
67-kilogram bo-
; xer in the world,
! avoided an upset loss
on the lirst day of the Olympic
'boxing competition Sunday
‘with an 8-7 win over Andrew
' Lewis of Guyana, reports AP.
Otto's decisjon win was
sbooed lustily by the crowd at
the Joventut sports complex
arena following a third round
in which Lewis seemed to land
-the best and hardest punches.
¢ . Otto, who lost in the second
:round of the 1988 Olympics
iwhile fighting for East Ger-
many, advanced o a second
rround match against Mario
yRomero of Nicaragua, who took
| 7-2 decision over Shah Khy-
ber of Pakistan.
»  Gold medal favourile Eric
Oriffin of the United Stales

chased Fausto Mercedes of the
Dominican Republic for most
a 48-kilogram fight before fi-
nally catching up with him in
the third round to take a 14-2
decision.

“It's just great to get in the
ring and get it over,” said Gril-
fin, the reigning world cham-
pion.

MANDELA WATCHES

The first Spanish fighter in
action, Rafael Lozano, scored a
9-0 shutout over Fana Thwala,
a South African whose team {s
mmﬁ:jng in the Olympics for
the t time in 32 years.

The bout was watched
Nelson Mandela, head of the

African National Cunﬁre- and
a former amateur fighter in

hiu)iaulh.

think he didn't use his
right hand as much as he
should have,” said Mandela,
who leflt immediately after the

fight.

Another Spanish fighter,
Victor Baute, was stopped
with a minute left in the final
round of his 67-kilo fight
against Pepe Reilly of the
United States.

Reilly had been ahead 18-6
alter two rounds, °

In another first-round bout,
two ters who once could
have tcammates fought,
with Vitalfjus Karpaciauskas of
Lithuania taking a 9-4 deci-
sion over Andrel Pestriacv of
the Unified Team.

Roel Velasco of the Philip-

helped usher in a new
era in Olympic boxing when
he won opening match of
the tournament.

For the first time in the
Olympics, computerised
scores were posted after cach
round, starting with Velasco's
16-1 win over James Wanene
of Kenya in a 48-kflogram bout.

major sctback when they lost
the services of their all-time
top goal-scorer, ccntre-for-
ward Mark Hager, with a [rac-
turcd bone in his foot

Pakistan, Holland, New
Zealand, Malaysia. Spain and
the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States (CIS) comprise
the other group.

For Pakistan skipper Shah-
baz Ahmad, just 25 years old,
Barcelona will mark retire-
ment time and he wants to say
adios to intcrnational hockey
with a gold medal he sccs
threatened by the Germans.

The Dutch have their repu-
tation as world champions Lo
prolect, India want to mark
their rebirth as a hockey
power to reckon with and Bri-
tain to prove their credentials
as Olympic champions.

Spain will have a home
crowd to checer them on, 1976
champions New Zcaland are
banktng on a good perior-
mance here for a hockey re-
vival, and debutants Egypt and
Argentina are raring to spring
surprises,

And CIS coach Mikhatl
Ossintsey thinks his so-called
"Unilied Team” will be bronze-

medallists at least, cautioning
against taking anyone for
granted in a wide-open field.

“The ball is round,” he said
rysteriously. "No one knowns
which way it will turn.”

Tht-_Bmglnduh contingent marching past

CIS fancy their

chances, too

TERRASSA, Spain, July
26: The CIS men's hockey
team reckon they can still
upset Olympic favourites such
as Germany and Australia de-
spite ankle injuries to two of
their most experienced play-
crs, reports Reuter.

Defenders Sos Airapetian,
who won bronze in 1980 and
Oleg Khandaev, who played in
Scoul Iin 1988, arc both
uncertain for Sunday’s open-
ing 'match against the
Netherlands,

Afrapctian, 32, has scored
about 30 goals in more than
200 international appear-
ances.

Despite the injuries, coach
Mikhail Ossintsev said: "If
we're lucky here we'll be
playing for the first three
places.”

Hockey matches will be
played on the twin pitches at
the Olympic Stadium in Ter-
rassa, an industrial town abo-
ut 30 km outside Barcelona.

The Soviet Union qualified
for the Olympics at a tourna-
ment last year in New
Zealand. The team, with al-
most no money, was kept go-
ing by Auckland restaurants
which provided them with
free meals.

"Here i{t's different, we
have money so there aren't

the same problems,” Ossint-
scv said.

Iﬂnmu at Barcelona’s Montjuic Stadium Saturday

. forward somersault

in ninl -.

Fantastic Fu leads

in prelims

BARCELONA, July
26: China's hoth-
ouse flower Fu
Mingxia, who be-

b Bk

champion at 12, fn

the shimmering Barcelona
sunshine on Sunday, reports
Reuter.

Now the coach of the de-
lightful young star has just
one problem to conquer —
Fu's nerves in the final.

Soaring into the sky against
one of the most dramatic
backdrops in the world, the
tcenage prodigy was In
sparkling form in the prelim-
inarics of the platform compe-
tition at the Olympics.

The baby of the powerful
Chincse tcam and hot
favourite for the gold medal,
she performed one superb
with two
twists that took her into the
lcad.

“She Is doing just fine.
Maybe nerves will be a prob-
lem in the final.” her coach Yu
Fen said after the moming's
first three dives left her com-
fortably ahead of American
Mary Ellen Clark who has con-
quered the vertigo which once
threatened her carcer.

“The hecat is no problem.
We did acclimatisation training
in China becfore we came
here,” Hu Fen said.

One judge was so impressed
with Fu's performance that he
came up to shake chiel Chi-
ncse coach Xu Yiming's hand
and say “"She's greal, young
girl, doing fust great. What a
diver!”

Fu, daughter of two [actory
workers in Hubel province In
central China, first started div-
ing at the age ol scven. Under
China's {intcnsive training
programme, she would not ex-
pect to see her parents more
than a dozen times a year.

Painfully shy, the girl who
has turned the sport into an
art {orm rarely answers more
than “yes® or "no” to press
qucries. But decfcat can be a
bitter blow. She has wcpt
openly before on the rare oe-
casions when she has lost.” |

China’s diving stars arc cos-
scited by lhenﬂigh pressure
statec system that has made
them world stars in the past
decade.

Intensively cultivated like
fragile flowers, they can look
forward to money, consumer

s and even new houses if Macarena

they strike Olympic gold.

#

FU MINGXIA
Fu earned a place in the
CGuinness Book of Records
when she won the platform

diving gold at the World
Championships in Perth, Aus-
tralia at the age of 12.

Now, at the age of 13, she
limbers up like a graceful bal-
lerina before ascending the
ladder for her exquisite, grav-
ity-defying leaps. She seems
to hover like a swallow in
Night. It is sheer poetry In
motion.

The setting for her ath-
letic prowess could not be
more magnificent — the pool is
perched on a hillside overlook-
ing Barcelona.

The platform divers arc
framed against a majestic
backdrop the city Is
stretched out behind them in a
heat haze with the soaring
spircs of La Sagrada Familia,
Antoni Gaudi’'s unlinished
maslterpicce, dominating the
skyline.

OTHER FINALISTS

Other top finishers in Lhe
first round (ncluded Inga Afon-
ina of the Unified Tcam in
fourth, Jinhong Zhu of China in
fifth, and April Adams of Aus-
lralia in sixth. Romania had
Clara Clocan in sevenith and
loana Voicu in eighth, while
Elena Mirochina of the Unified
Team was ninth. Mexico's

Alexanderson
rounded out the top 10.

‘Magic' bears no grudge

BARCELONA, July
26: 'Magic’ John-
son says he does
not bear a grudge
against Australian
baskectball players
who suggested they would be
uncomliortable playing against
him bccause he is HIV posi-
ttve, reports AFP.

But teammate
Barkley does.

"l hope and pray we gct to
play them. I really do” Barkley
said at the [irst press conler-
ence here Saturday by mem-
bers of the US Dream Team.

Johnson said that what the
Australfans think ‘doesn’t
matter . -

"We can win by 50 with me
or 60 without me" he said.
"We're going to take care of
them.

Asked if he had developed
any symptoms of AIDS since
retiring from the Los Angeles
Lakers in November, Johnson
said. "I'm going to answer that
when | hit the court tomorrow.
you will find out.”

"The US opens its gold
medal quest with a game

against lowly rated Angola on
&1 w

Jnhr;uun told AIDs sufferers
to "keep their head high" and
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sald he would be “playing for
everybody with HIV.”
"I'm rcpresenting a whole
lot of people,” he said.
Mecanwhile, "Magic”™ John-

son said Saturday he will de-

cide aflter the Barcclona
Gamces on whether to return to
the NIIA.
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MAGIC JOHNSON

"I'll make a decision aflcr
the Olympics are over. [I'll
walt’ until then to dece,”
Johnson, the co-captain of Lhe
US Olympic baskectball team,
said.

Johnson added that he had
not been contacted by any
team other than the Lakers
about a return to the league.

*That would be tampering.
I'm under contract with the
Lakers.” said Johnson, the all
time NBA assistant leader.

There has been speculation
that {f he does decide to re-
turn to the NBA. Johnson
would try to join his former
Lakers coach Pat Riley on the
New York Knicks. :

Johnson has also raised the

of playing just home
or 60 of the B2 games
in NBA regular scason.

CIS cagers off
to good start

players who -n;":uhp? E?t:rl

the Seoul CGames took the
court Sunday as play started in
the 19902 Olympics. None
played for the team they took
the title four years ago

in other games Sunday,
Ausiralia beat Puerto Rico | 16-
76, while the United -States

met Angola, ~

Castro heckled

BARCELONA, July 26
About 100 demonstirators

heckled and Cuban
President Hdzljaﬂsm as he

from about 200 pro-Castro
su

Dozena of police, armed
with machine guns, kept the
rival faction apart but in
of one or two minor cu
with photographers there
were no ;

But neither the pro-Castro
er anti-Castre brigades
caught a of the again
bearded m one of 14
Latin American heads of state
in Darcelona.

He arrived In a luxury
coach with mirrored win-
dows

Later he spoke to re-
porters as he waited for the
it to take him to his rooms
in the Juan Carlos | hotel. He
was unfazed by the demon-
sirations.

"As In most places, there
were 100 for, and 1wo
against.” he said with a smile

Aflter that he turncd his
aticntion to Cuba's in
the Games, the country’s first
Olympics since 1980.

I am confident we will
win a medal, probably in
bascball.” he said.

Cuba are favourites for the
bascball gold, but Castro said
he was not sure {f he would
return to Barcelona for the
August 5 final, even if it pit-
ted Cuba against the United
States.

BARCELONA

BRIEFS
Hiding bare truth
REPORTS that three fe-
malc swimmer danced
naked on a balcony in the
Olympic Village were being
played down by the
Australian delegation on
Satu , reports AFP.

Tmu-trlhlnl are
to safeguard the image of
the team and there will be
no internal inquiry, accord-
ing to chel de mission John
Coales.

"I know enough about
Australian politics to know
you don’t hold a royal com-
mission into every little in-
cident,” he said.

*“There have been no
complaints from other del-
egations and so we don't

think an inquiry will be
necessary.”

A spokesman for the
Village management said
they knew nothing of the al-
fair. "There have been no
complaints as far as we are
aware and we have had no
rcport on the incident,” he
said.

The swimmers are said
to have bared all before a
small but appreciative audi-
ence on the balcony of their
Village apartment,

“The three, who had all
bcen on previous teams,
though not necessarily at
the Olympics, were all
swimmers who should have
known better,” according to
a member of the delegation.

That ruled out estab-
lished names like Lisa Curry
Kenny and Hayley Lewis
being involved.

Fraud ring busted
BARCELONA palice said
on Saturday had bro-
ken a credit fraud ring

and arrested five foreigners
who could have potentially
made millfons of dollars In
false charges during the
Olympic Games.

Consular officials could
not confirm the names of
those arrested because each
carried several passports,
but police said two were
British and the others from
Switzerland, Israel and
Argentina. They said several
local people were also ar-

BfA scheme foiled

rudimentary bombs they
suspected were planted by
the Basque guerilla group
ETA to coincide with the
start ol the Olympic Games
were deactivated on
Saturday.

Police said the two de-
vices, each made up of a
pressure cooker, explosive
material and a Umer, were
left inside backpacks in
front of an agent ol the
Spanish Airlines IBERIA
and of a Renault car show-

room.

Both backpacks had
signs altac to them
reading “danger-bomb”,

Inside were tape recorders
playing a me which
said "Altention danger,
Bomb,” police sald.

Two bombs exploded

taide two Spanish targets
rnuu'“.ﬂ earlier this month,




