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In view of certain lapscs
in our earlier distribution,
we arc happy to reprint our
Olympic Special Supple-
ment and distribute it in

the following areas of

Tejgaon Centre

3) Cantonment Centre

4] Bangla Motlor Centre

5) Rajarbag Centrc

Besides, this issue will
be distributed Lo all outsta-
| tion centres through our
Agents, excepl Chiltagong
which has been covered on
July 25,

We apologize to our
readers who did not gct the
supplement on the first day
and would like to thank

them for their continued

support to The Bxily Htar.

NEWS BRIEFS

Erosion hits 327
families

SIRAJGANJ, July 26 : A
young boy was washed away
and 327 families of 8 villages
of sadar and Kazipur thanas of
the district were made home-
less due to the continued ero-
sion by river Jamuna during
the past 48 hours. Al
(11) of Manikdia village fell
down in the river as it sud-
denly-eroded its bank, reports
UNB.

DESA snaps
3457 lines

Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority [(DESA) in drives
against defaulters and through
electrictg courts has discon-
nected 3457 power lines of
different category of con-
sumers from July 1 to July 25,
according to an oflicial hand-
out. During this period a total
of Taka 23.51 crore arrear
electric bill has been realised,
reports BSS.

Tk 12 lakh gold
By Staff Correspondent

Customs oflicials scized 180
lolas of gold bars worth about
Taka 12 lakh from the toilet of
a Bangladesh Biman flight at
Zia International Airport (ZIA)
in the city at 1:30 pm Sunday.

On a secret information,
customs officials rushed to the
aireraft, BG-070, which was
about to fly for Bangkok and
found IE gold-bars each

weighing 10 tolas hidden in
the toilet.

Saifur winds up 40-day discussion on proposed budget
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Tk 29 crore tax cut

Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman yesterday announced
the decision to rcvise new
taxcs on certain consumer and
industrial items that would
cost the national exchequer a
loss ol Tk 29 crore per annum.

It would be a 20.7 per cont
cut in new taxes of the Tk 140
cr proposed ecarlier,

The ttems include diffcrent
lifc-saving drugs, cotton yarn,
electric meter parts, all types
of agricultural seeds, scasoned

oats, lens for specctacles,
plaster of Paris, imported
wheat, ncutral glass, alu-

minfum rod conductor, [used
unit ol electricity.

Of these, import of all types
of agricullural sceds and
wheat would be completely
duty-[ree,

By Staff Correspondent

The Minister [urther said
that pre-shipment inspection
of garments raw materials
had been suspended, and ad-
vance income tax at the rate
ol hall per cent instead of one
per cent would be deducted
from export proceeds. More-
over, cottage industrics having
an annual turn over of Taka 15
lakh would come under the
VAT system. Earlier, the ccil-
ing was fixed at Taka 12 lakh.

Winding up the 40-day
general discussion on the pro-
poscd budget for the current
financial year Saifur told Par-
Hament that the deficit would
be recovered by expanding
the VAT base.

If this could not be donc by
December, cither the expen-
dilure would have to be har-

moniscd or an improved
administrative mechanism
worked out, he added.

The Minister also assurcd
the House thal anomalics in
tariffs would be removed and
reminded the members that
tariflT value had nothing te do
with the tarill structure.

Amidst applause from all
members of the House, barring
the Jatiya Party ones except
Maudud Ahmed, the Finance
Minister concluded his about
two-and-a-hall-hour speech
with a passionate appeal that
‘We should lodk forward to his-
tory.’

Reiterating his appeal for a
national consensus made In
the budget speech, Saifur said
that this was a golden oppor-
tunity to come to an undcr-

standing and added ‘I the
cconomy was strengthened
democracy would be consoli-

dated. In thecory we are to-
ther but not in practice. |
oday, we should of how

to bring In cflicicncy, Increase
savi and improve the qual-
ity ol investment.’

Wearing a grey suit and a
red tie and with the galléries
spiling over with visitors, the
Finance Minister started his

h at 5.35 pm regretting

absence of Opposition
in the House when he made
the budget speech June 18.

The Minister observed that
it was a diflficult task for a Fi-
nance Minister of a resource-
scarce, denscly populated poor
country to prcpare a budget.
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50 including 10 cops injured

Triangular gunbattle
in Adamjee colony

NARAYANGANJ, July 26: At
least 50 persons fincluding
three school boys and 10 po-
licemen were injured, violent
clashes between rival groups
of workers again rocked the
Adamjce Jute Mills area today.

Shiddhirganj police ar-
rested five persons in this
conncction and recovered a 22

bore rifle from them. They

1 were all shifted to Natayangan)

thana.

Witnesses said, gun-toting
workers belonging to the
Jatiya Party (JP)-backed Sid-
dique Sardar group and the
BNP-backed Khair group
clashed to take control of one
of the workers colonies, Dhaka

From Our Correspondent

Baju Colony.

Hundreds of shots were
fired and as many crackers ex-
ploded during the clash that
lasted for over five hours and
soon spread outside the mills

premises, thé witnesses
added.
The Narayanganj-Demra

highway remained closed to all

Arallic during the entire pe-
riod.

Police used numerous shot-
gun rounds and tear-gas shells

to bring the situation under
contirol. Police and BDR con-
tinued Lo patrol the area.
However, residents said
that sporadic gunfire and
cracker explosions could be

heard in the area late into the
evening. The situation has re-
mained extremely tense in
the area and residents were
fearing a fresh [lare-up at any
movement,

According to the witnesses,
at around 10 am a group
armed with guns, knives and
other weapons led by Sid-
dique ‘Sardar, President of the
Adamjee unit’' of the -J-tlz;t
Sramik Party, attacked the
Dhaka Baju Colony.

When they tried to enter
the area the occupants of the
colony led by Abul Khair
Khawza, President of the
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal unit at
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Mustafiz goes
to Paris
today

By Staff Corréspondent

Foreign Minister A 8§ M
Mustalizur Rahman will be vis-

iting France and Spain for six
days at the invitation of his
counterparts in the two
Europcan nations. Rahman
lcaves for Paris today.

Official sources said that the
Forcign Minister's July 28 to
August 2 trip to the two coun-
trics was aimed at discussing
bilateral rclations in view of
the developments in the re-
gion characterised Euro-
pean unification by the end of
1992,

Rahman's visit to Paris, the
first high-level bilatcral trip

since tkr cleetion of the pre-
scnly gowcynment, wo pro-
vide an opportunity for a re-

view of the relations that had

gained momentum during the

Ershad days. General Ershad

went to the French capital

more than once and French

President Francois Mitterrand
Sce Page 12 Col 6

Two processions — one of textile mill owners demandmg to save the industries from ru-
ination (top) and another one of garments workers in support of their demands (bottom)

_brought out in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

Textile mills
owners want
cotton import

duty abolished |

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Specialised
Textile Mills and Power Loom
Industries Association Sunday
demanded immediate fiscal
measures and other [acilities
to revamp the sector to get it
out of its present state. |

The demand came in the
farm of a memorandum by the
association to the Prime Minis-
ter.

The Association said that to
make the local textile indus-
iries competitive with smug-
gled fabrics, import duty on
raw cotton should be fixed at
the zero level while it should
be 10 per cent on import of
yarn. It also proposed with-

drawal of VAT from these
items.

According to the Associa-
tion figures, about 40 crore
meters of cloth worth Taka
1400 crore were being smug-
gled into the country.

The Association also de-
manded abolition of excise
duty on local yarn and fabrics

1d proposed lowering the in-
terest rate on project loan to
five per cent and working cap-
ital to eight per cent.

Earlier in the morning the
Association held a rally in front
of the National Press Club,

joined by students of the Tex-

tile Engineering College and
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US, Iraq heading for showdown

UNITED NATIONS, July 26:
Washington and Iraq appeared
to move closer to hostilities
Sunday in the dispute over
whether Baghdad would allow
inspections of Iraqi facilitics
suspected ol housing weapons-
rclated documents, reports AP.

US officials threalened re-
ncwed mililary action against
Iraq, and Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein said the "mother
of all battles” he promised
during the Gulfl war is not over.

But Iragi Ambassador Abdul

‘Am{r al-Anbari arrived at UN
headquarters Sunday moming,

telling reporters he was 'very

hopelul’ about averting conflict
but said nothing further. The
ambassador said he was on his
way to the office of Roll Ekeus,
who chairs the UN commis-
sion in charge of dismantling

Iraq's weapons ol mass de-
struction under the terms of
the Gull war ceasefire.

Ekcus, who arrived at the
United Nations earlier Sunday
moming, was awaiting Iraq's

UNITED NATIONS, July 26: Iraqi UN envoy Abdul Amir Al-

Anbari said today

the "crisis was over” involving inspection of

Baghdads' Agriculture Ministry and the matter had been
settled. Anbari told a news conference after meeting with UN
envoy Rolf Ekeus the matter had been "finalized ... to the
mutual satisfaction of both the (UN arms) commission and the
Iraqi government." He said Ekeus and a new team of UN

imspectors would go to Iraq to carry out the inspection of
suspected Iragi nuclear materials in the Agriculture Ministry,

reports Reuter.

response to UN demands that
ad allow inspections.

Al-Anbari and Ekeus mect
Saturday discuss possible solu-
tions to the impasse.

While Ekeus was awat
response, Saddam on Su
seemed to indicate he was
preparing for renewed allied
bombing,

"The masses expressed
their full and unlimited readi-
ness to defend the homeland
and foil all conspiracies aimed
at undermining Iraq's sceurity

and sovereignty,” he was
quoted by- the Iraqi News
Agency as saying.

@The Daily Star

SHRABAN 12, 1399 BS, MOHARRAM 25, 1413 HIJRI

South Korean markswomen b S{;nn '!-'":mlu after
she was awarded the Olympic gold medal in the air

rifle category setting a new Olympie

record yesterday.
— AFP/UNB photo

South Korean girl

DBARCELONA, July 26: Ger-
many cycled to its first medal
since reunification, Cuba re-
joined the Olympic fold with a
bascball rout and swimming
records tumbled Sunday as the
most universal Summer Games
cver started in earnest.

An 1B8-year-old South Ko-
rean, Yeo Kab-soon, became
the first gold medalist at the
25th Olympiad, winning the
women's air rifle competition.

The Unified Team, secking
to continue the Olympic win-
ning ways of the former Sovict
Union, gained its first gold on
the free pistol shooting of
Konstantine Lewkachik, who
was one point better than stl-
ver medalist Wang Yifu of China
and Ragnar Skanaker of Swe-
den.

The morning after a lavish
openin ceremony, Yeo,
Luukacﬁlk and more than
10,000 other athletes plunged

bags first gold

into a race for 257 medal sets.

They include the Bosnians,
who “came from hell,” a US

I team right out of
dream, and a L‘fmnr dl\rl.n:
star just 13 years out of the
cradle.

Later Sunday, golds were
being decided in four swim-
ming races, the men's 52-kilo-
rgram weightlifting and the
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Baker urges ASEAN

Deplore persecution
of Rohingyas

MANILA, July 26: US Sccre-
tary of State James Baker today
called for attention to the
tragic plight of more than
2,70,000 Rohingya Muslim
reflugees driven from their
homes into Bangladesh, re-
ports Reuter.

Baker urged the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to send a ‘loud and
clear’ message to Myanmar
about what he called its de-
plorable human rights record.

Association members have
in general been reluctant to
spcak out about Yangons
record, preferring what they
call a policy of constructive
engagement.

The US Secretary of State
promised Southeast Asian al-
lies that the United States
would remain a pacific power.

In a specech to Foreign
Ministers of the economic and
diplomatic alliance, set up in
1967 partly in response to
communist expansion in the
region, Baker sought to calm
fcars that the end of the cold
war would mean a diminished
American role in the area.

He acknowled that the
US withdrawal from Subic Bay
naval base in the Philippines by
year-end means there will no
longer be permanent American
bases in Southeast Asia.

AFP adds: Baker urged
Washington's allies today to
halt all arms shipments to
Myanmar in order to force the
military regime to free politi-
cal prisoners and transfer
power to a democratically-
clected government.

Baker said that Myanmar,
ruled by a military junta since
1988, should be censured for
destabilising southeast Asia,
Nlooding its ncighbours with
rcfugees and refusing to allow
a government elected in 1990
to take office.

The Scerctary of State was
later speaking at a news con-
ference alter annual talks
here.

‘l think that until the sit-
uation there is changed' and
there is some respect for hu-
man rights and movement to-
wards democracy, Myanmar
will continue being a cenlre
for instability and large refugee
flows," Baker said before lcav-
ing for Washington.

The ASEAN countries —
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand - have rejected de-
mands for sanciions against
Myanmar, opting instead for a
policy of ‘constructive en-
gagement’ to wean Yangon
back into the intermational
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VHP suspends temple

construction

NEW DELHI, July 26 : A
Hindu group on Sunday sus-
pended construction of a
temple near an ancient
mosque, allaying religious ten-
sion across India, United News
ol India reported, reports AP,

At least six people have
died and 100 wounded in sec-
tarian flare-ups related to the
dispute in Ayodhya, a nerthern
town where the World Hindu
Council was building the tem-
ple next to a 16th-century

ue.

Many Hindus believe a tem-

‘ple onece existed on the site,
} and that a Muslim invader de-

stroyed it to make way for the

ue.
Hindus make up 82 per
cent of India’'s 844 million
people Muslims account for 12
per cent.
Two weeks ago thousands of
Hindus began work on an BO

" feet by 100 feet (25 meters by

30 meters) cement platform
and an entrance to the temple
in front of the mosque,

A council leader sald con-
struction will stop for a month
to allow the cement to set on a
platform that has been con-
structed.

| exit,”
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Y’slav mission
in Dhaka
closed down
By Staff Correspondent

The di mission of
the trouble-torn, truncated
East European state of Yu-
goslavia in Dhaka has been
closed down.

Dhaka officials sald the mis-
sion was shut down last month
because of the s tnabitl-
ity to run ‘a big mission’ due to
financial constraints.

Earlier in May, Dhaka con-
veyed its decision to close
down its missfon in Belgrade,
protesting the laller's atroet-
ties in the Muslim-majority
breakaway republic of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.,

A senfor Foreign Ministry
oflictal said yesterday that the
process of winding up the Bel-
grade mission was L to be
complected, and an official was
still there for that purpose.

Dhaka has recegnised
Bosnia-Herzegovina as an in-
dependent state, along with
other breakaway republics of

Japanese poll :
LDP sweeping
to victory

TOKYO, July 26: Prime Min
ister Kilchi Miyazawa's Liberai
Democratic Party was sweep-
ing to victory Sunday in a na-
tionwide parllamentary elec-
tion notable for a record low
turnout, according to exit
polls, reports AP.

Despite a [altering economy
and a controversial new law to
send troops abroad for the first
time since World War [, voters
stayed away en masse from the
election for 127 of 252 seats
in Parliament’s upper house.

Only 44 percent of Japan's
93.7 million eligible voters had
cast a ballot 5:30 pm (0830
GMT), a hall hour before
puIHng tﬂdﬂ tht

parted.
Hmnﬂcu’l ml:d
total turnﬂrut wou

cent, down from I:he preﬂou-
low of 57 per cent set in 1983.

Substantive official results
were not expected until later

Sunday and early Monday.

4 detained Tamils
allowed to
go home

By Staff Correspondent

The four Sri Lankan Tamils,
dectained at Zia International
Airport (ZIA) for about a fort-
night leflt for home Saturday af-
tcr the Sri Lankan High
Commission provided them
travel documents, a senior
airport official said Sunday.

The four Sri Lankan nation-
als including a woman wcre
detained July 11 following
their deportation from
Amsterdam airport on charges
of travelling without passports
and other necessary papers.

"The Sri Lankan High
Commission in Dhaka negoti-
ated with the Foreign and
Home “ministrdes and pro-
vided their identities to the
Bangladesh authorities: to ob-
tain permission for their
an official of the airport
immigration said adding “"the
Indian embassy gave them
transit visas to reach
Colombo."®

The oflictal said that the
four Sri Lankans flew for
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Govt averse
to consensus,
says Hasina

Awami League |eader
Sheikh Hasina has said her
party’s ncw cconomic policy is
aimed at building a sell-reliant
economy which would meet
the pcople's basic needs and
remove poverty, reports UNB.

lHasina, now on a visit to
the United States, was ex-
changing vicws with expatriate
Bangladeshis in Wllhlnl;lnn
Saturday on the 'post-autoc-
racy’ political cconomic
situation in the country

A mecssage r:c:hmd at the
party office in Dhaka yesterday
said the leader of the Opposi-
tion besides outlining the
party’'s economic policy, gave
answers (o dilferent questions
of the Bangladeshi nationals
living in the US.

Hasina sald, "We want to
establish hard-won democmacy
on a strong footing to make
the country free from hunger

and slarvation”.
the fal of the

Referring to
scenario
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