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fective opposition has a role to
play,” he added.

Tofael Ahmed of the Awami
League said that the present
budget was the best one of the
far presented so far by the
Finance Mintster.

Tofael observed that the ob-

of the budget were
good but that there were no
indications on how te achieve
those objectives.

Praising the Finance Minis-
ter for his honesty and hard
work, Tofael accused the
minister of selling the country
to the Weorld Bank and
International Monectary Fund
(IMF).

He wanted to know why the
terms dictated by donors were
not disclosed to them and
urged the Treasury bench to
take the House into confi-
dence.

Tofael further sard that in
line with the review for donors
there should be a mid-term
discussion on the budget
around January or February.

Brushing aside criticisms of
the Treasury bench Tolael said
that against all odds the Awami
League mment had done
well immediately after inde-

pendence. He gave lengthy

detatls of how the Awami
League government in those
days managed the affairs of the
state.

Referring to Zia and
Ershad, the Awami League
leader said that Zia corrupted
politics and Ershad destroyed
the country. :

Accusin the Prime
Minister, Tolacl said that dur-
ing the current session she did
not rise on-a single occasion to
say anything. He added that it
would be better if she could
tell the House what she said
outside.

Taking the floor next, Abdul
Mannan, State Minister for
Aviation defined a budget and
said that before criticising a
budget one should try to un-
derstand fit.

Quoting from statistics
Mannan effectively portrayed
the need to develop the econ-

He said that the present
budget was an attempt to
switch over from a rent-scck-
ing system to a tax secking
systlem.

Shahjahan Siraj, leader of
the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal

(JSDh severely criticised the
government for "its devotion to

Ideal husband
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an objective statement in his

life as a parliamentarian. He
added "I would like to con-
gratulate him (Mannan) for be-
ing frank and honest.”

Maudud's comment promp-
ted Dr Mosharral llossain,
Minister for Energy and Minc-
ral Resources to say "Maudud
Ahmed had realized this much
earlier and that's why he was
once in the House with wife
Hasna Maudud.”

Hearing Mosharafl, the
Speaker Shaikh Razzaque Alf
quipped that when Maudud
Ahmed was making his speech
his wife was present and
added that "otherwise it would
have been incomplete.”

But Sudhangsu Shekhar
Halder of the Awami League, it
seemed, could not enjoy these
bits of wit and humour. With an
air of displeasure he rose to
remind everybody that “This is
a Parliament. Whether any-
body's wife was present or not
was not the quegtion.”

The Speaker then com-
mented “You are quite a spoil-
sport.” Maudud then added

arliament is not only a seri-
ous place but also a place of wit
and humour, Why Sudhangsu
has said so with hurt feelings |
cannot understand. Besides, it
is a Saturday and the Supreme
Court is closed. So there is no
question of his winning or los-
ing a case. | am sure il his wile
heard all these he would be
rebuked.”

Sudhangsu then rose, but
his explanations could not im-
press others.

After the Maghreb break,
Mannan rose to dceliver his
well-drafted speech. His wife,
wearing a red silk saree, and
his daughter were seen pre-
sent in the VIP gallery.

Mannan, in an articulate
way, with a selected array of
statistics and words defended
the budget very well.

Before closing, he gave a
very good reply to the oppo-
nents bringing in metaphors,
recollecting incidents and en-
counters of the past.

The Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, who could not oc-
cupy her seat because of being
late sat next to Mannan. She
was also seen enjoying the
speech and joined her col-

ﬁ:ﬂ in the thumping the

Concluding his speech,
Mannan eculogised the role of
two women in our politics,

Zia and Sheikh Hasina
and added that "women do not
falter in their commitments.
They do not desert their fol-
lowers. We should all support
them."

He also quoted from Nazrul
to justify his arguments and it
pleased Sajeda Chowdhury of
the Awami e so much
that she rose to thank the
Minister for his speech.

Discussion on budget

the so-called [ree market
economy.”

The JSD leader said that
the slogan for a [ree market
economy was virtually a cam-

of the rich nations of the
world against the economic
interests of the Third World
countries including Bangla-
desh.

"The rich countries of the

world, especially the secven- |

nation group, propagated the
slogan of the [ree market
economy just to sell their

products in the Third World |

countries,” the JSD leader re-
marked adding, "It is confus-
ing whether the Finance Mi-

nister i{s representing Bangla- | e
desh or countries belonging to | |88

Group-7.”

The proposed budget would |

definitely go against the inter-

est ol the common people, |

Shahjahan Sira‘; believed.

text of the proposed
budget give us the hint that
the Finance Minister is busy
satisfying the World Bank (WB)
and the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) so that he can
manage a fat salary job when
his tenure as Finance Minister
is over,’ Shahjahan Siraf
commented.

He further said that gov-
emment should come forward
to solving the national prob-
lems including the deteriorat-
ing law and order, unemploy-
ment and problems stemming
from the Farakka barrage etc.
on a priority basis.

Those who took part in the
deliberations yesterday in-
cluded Shamsuddoha (CPB),
Farida Hasan (BNP), Shajahan
Omar (BNP), Mohiuddin
Ahmed (AL), Sclina Shahid
(BNP), Shahidul Huq Jamal
(BNP), Sultan Kabir Chowdhury
(AL), Mohammad Ishaq (AL),
Begum Asia Rahman (BNP),
Nazrul Islam (AL), Alamgir
Kabir (BNP), Azharul Islam
(AL), Nure Alam Chowdhury
Liton (AL), Abdur Rouf (AL]) and

Bir Bahadur (AL).
The House was in session

when the reports last came in.

Two killed 1n
separate

incidents
By DMCH Correspondent

A young woman and a minor
girl were killed and another
woman was seriously injured in

two separate {ncidents in
Dhaka and Narayanganj Satur-

An cight-ycar-old girl,
Shahnaj, was killed and her
mother, Parveen {25), was se-
riously injured when a train
ran over them near Kamalapur
Railway Station in the city at
around noon yesterday.

When the train was about to
hit Shahnaj. her mother,
Parveen, jumped on the rail
line to save her. But the train
crushed the minor girl and cut
off both the hands of her
mother.

Shahnja’s body was sent to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) while her
mother was admitted there.

In another incident, a 17-
year old housewife, Momtaj
Begum, who reportedly hanged
herself to commit suicide at
her residence at Fatullah,
Narayanganj, was admitted to
the DMCH in critical condition
Friday. She succumbed to her
injurfes S..turday

Momtaj's * .., . a5 senl to
the DMCIH morgue for a»* _ _y.

ME peace talks
in Washington

next month

JERUSALEM, July 25: Arab-
Israeli peace talks will resume
in Washington at the end ol
August rather than in the pro-
posed venue of Rome, Isracli
radfo said today, reports AFP.

Political sources hcre said
US Sccrctary of State Jamces
Baker, the architeet of the
peace talks, wants to be able
to supervise them in
Washington f{rom where he
will run George Bush's re-
election campaign, the radio
said.

Baker, touring the Middle
East this week, denied press
reports that he had decided
to lcave the State Department
to run Bush's campaign. The
unconflirmed radio report
suggested Baker could do both
jobs.

Teesta erosion
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Eye witnesses said the cro-
sion has already washed away
cultivable land and houses and
posed a threat to some 16
thousand people who have just
received a new taste of lile
following implementation of
the 1974 land boundary
agreement. signed between
Bangladesh and India at the
level of Prime Ministers.

While travelling the en-
claves aflter entering there
through the regulated entry of

the just-opened Tinbigha
corridor, the BSS correspon-
dent was told by local people
that the erosion of the Teesta
was due to the regulation of
{ts upstream at certain places
in India.
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Armed clash at
Habibullah Bahar

College: 5 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

A clash between two armed
groups at Habibullah Bahar Col-
lege in Shantinagar in the city
Saturday morning left at least
five pcople injured, one of
them seriously.

Javed, a student of the col-
lege, sustained bullet injurtes
and was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. His
condition was said to be criti-

o

Javed—Star photo

The clash ensued when a
group of armed men arrived in
front of the college and
opened fire indiscriminately at
around 11:00 am yesterday and
were chased by another group
from the college.

Both the groups exploded
crackers and opened [ire at
ecach other during the half-
hour chase and counter-chase.

A source said that the clash
occurred between two factions
of a student organisation of the
college. It was the sequel to a
previous feud between the two
factions, the source added.

When contacted, Ramna po-
lice said, no complaint was

made tn the police station in |

connection with the incident.

Clash at AIM
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gas shel® 1o disperse the riot-
ing workers,

The situation came under
control at about 11:30 in the
morning.

The 15 injured were re-
lcased after being given first-
aid from local dispensaries
and clinics.

Police said none was ar-
rested during the clash while
the AJM authorities said pro-
*iotion was not hampered.

Three people were killed
during the last three months
in as many as 100 clashes be-
tween the rival workers’
groups of AJM.

Che Daily Star

Police guarding Habibullah Bahar College following a violent clash at th
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1jin

closed-door

BEIWJING, July 25: Indian
Deflenee  Minister Sharad
Pawar .1ald closed-door talks
Saturday with his Chincse
counterpart at the start of the
highest-level military contact
ever between the former en-
cmies, reports AP,

Neither side would disclose
the content of the talks be-
tween Defence Minister Qin
Jiwelt and Pawar, the [irst In-
dian defence minister to come
to China.

They were believed to have
discussed measures to reduce
tensions on the two countrics
mountainous border, still heav-
ily guarded on both sides. India
and China fought a border war
in 1962 and relations re-
mained strained until Indfan
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
visited Beijing in 1988.

Since then, the two sides
have bepgun talks on resolving
their border disputce.

Pawar arrived ¥riday night
accompanied by Delence Sec-
retary N N Vohra and border

Export shortfall:
EPC on raw
jute may go

The government is actively
considering withdrawal of ex-
port price check (EPC) on raw
jute in view of export shortlall
during the last financial ycar,
reports UNI3.

Jute export in 1991-92 is
estimated at 15.33 lakh balcs
as against the target of 18 lakh
bales.

Bangladesh Jute Association
(BJA) sources safd the tlarget
could not be achicved due to
the export price restriction.

Trade delegation [rom

| Pakistan that visited Dhaka re-

cently had discussion with the
Jute Minister about the disad-
vantages of EPC and sugpested

" iis withdrawnl. Pakistan is one

of the largest buyers ol raw
jute from Bangladcesh.

BJA sources said export
sales of more than 6 lakh bales
of jute were registered in four
months [rom August Lo
November 1991 when .9°C was
not in force.

experlts,

He was given a welcome
cecremony Saturday morning in
front of the Military Affairs
Museum in western DBelfing,
said Indian Embassy Sccond
Scerctary R Venu.,

Pawar and his dcelegation
spent the afternoon mecting
with a Chincse delegation led
by Qin, Venu said.

"It is essentially an ex-
change ol views,” the embassy
oflicial said, adding that it was
not expected to result in any
formal agreement,

"It 18 a very important visit.
We sce it as a major conli-
dcnee-building measure,” he

said

Construction of
temple
stops today

NEW DELHI, July 25: The
BJP today claimed that the
party had moved ‘one step
forward' towards the construc-
tion of temple at he Ram
Janambhumi in Ayodhya, re-
ports PTL

The BJP President, Dr
Murli Monohar Joshi, tdld a
ncws conference here the
sadhus have decided to stop
construction work by: tomor-
row within the disputed site
for three months pending a
judgement in court over the
disputc.

He said all those, particu-
larly the political lcaders who
thwarted the construction
process at Ayodhya had been
deflcated.

He said the VIIP and sadhus
were satisflied by the response
of the Prime Minister,
Narastmha Rao to queries
raiscd by them during their
talks and accordingly dccided
to stop construction at the
disputed areas. They would
however continue it the dis-
puted site,

The decision of the reli-
gious lcaders comes al the end
of 16 days of high drama, sus-
pcnse tension with, at times,

apprchension of a possible
confrontation and large scale
violence,

. Ernmest

Iraq's Arab allies split
over conflict with UN

JORDAN, July 25: Iraq's
Arab neighbours appeared di-
vided Saturday over Baghdad's
confrontation with the United
Nations, reports AP.

Jordan, which was cast as
pro-Iraqi during the Gulf con-
flict following Iraq's invasion of
Kuwait two years ago, called
for a peaceful, diplomatic solu-
tion.

[3ut countries in the Gulf,
which allied against Saddam {(n
the war, took a harder line.

"Jordan i{s against any mili-
tary cscalations or conflronta-
tions and our position has not
changed since the beginning of
the Gulfl crisis,” Information
Minister Mahmoud Sharil said.
“What i{s needed now is a calm
political sclution o the con-
flict.”

"We have not heard before
of a war being launched, where
innocent children, women and
men get killed for the sake of
only searching a ministry,”
Sharif said.

Saudi Arabia's ambassador
to London also favoured con-
tinued negotiations but said his
country would do its part to
help the allies in event of an
allied military strike.

"I don't think diplomacy
should ever be given up on.
This is giving way to despair.
Even when nations engage in
war, they continue diplomacy,”
Ambassador Ghazi Algozhafbi
said in a television interview

| Friday night in Britain,

"Right now, all the signals
coming from New York where
all the action is, do not indi-
cale that we are at the last
hour or that there is a specilic
deadline and | don't think it is
wise at this point to enforce
such a deadline,” he said.

Most of the pro-government
media in the Gull has played
up the reports of imminent
strike on Iraq but rcfrained
from much comment, habitual
when they are not in favour.

Among those who did
comment, the Abu Dhabi gov-
ernment-owned Al-Ittihad
blasted the Saddam regime
"for pushing -his nation into a
situation they can no longer
bear.” !

In Washington US Sccretary
of State James Baker on
Saturday dismissed reports
Iraq was oflering concessions
to avoid a showdown in the
Gulf, and President Bush
planncd to meet with his top
military aides.

Defense Secretary Dick
Cheney warned Saddam
Husscin on Friday that he was
continuing the stand ofl over
UN access to ballistic missile
documents "at his own peril."”

“This is just another exam-
ple of Iraq’'s cheat-and-retreat
approach,” Baker said at a
news conference Saturday in
Manila, Philippines.

“The Security Council is
very, very serious,” Baker said.
"] know that the United States,

the United Kingdom, France
and other countries arc very
serious when we say we think
the United Nations Seccurity
Council resolutions ought to be
complied with.” |
Baker reiterated that Bush
had not excluded “any op-
tions,” but said some military
actions would. not requirc a
new resolution from the
Sccurity Council while others
would. He did not claborate.

Ukhia
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Shamsul Alam Chowdhury also
addressed the rally.

Spcakers at the rally
pointed out that il the relugee
camp was allowed to be sct up
in the area, various problems
will crop up. Furthermore,
forest resources in the area
will be destroyed and the cn-
vironment will be polluted,
they added.

They demanded immediate
withdrawal of the order to
build the refugee camp at
Jumma Para and said they will
announce ncw programmes
unless the order was with-
drawn by Sunday.

A procession was brought
out following the meeting,

Presently, there are 16
refugee camps, including two
in the Bandarban and 14 in
the Cox's Bazar districts, to
accommodate over 2.60 lakh

Rohingya refugees.

. ordination

{

Ties with Nigeria
to be strengthened,
PM tells envoy

The Nigerian High Commi-
ssioner concurrently accre-
dited to Bangladesh and India,
Oladegbewo Adefe-
miwa, called on Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khalcda Zia at her
oflice yesterday, reports 3SS.

The High Commissioner
conveyed greetlings [from his
president to Begum Khaleda
Zia and the people of
Bangladesh.

He said his country would

. also switch over to democracy

through elected representa-
tives including the election of
head of the government by
carly next year.

The I:Icitfh Commissioner
emphas closer economic
cooperation between the two
countries.

The Prime Minister hoped

. that during his tenure as the

High Commissfoner the rela-
tionship between Bangladesh
and Nigeria would further be
strengthened and consolt-
dated. She said exchange of
visits by political, cultural,
trade and sport delegations
would help strengthen the two
countries relationship.

Begum Zia mentioned that
the democratic government
had liberalised the industrial
olicy and was encouraging
orcign investment and devel-
opment of private sector. She
said joint collaborations in
trade and investment [ields
will be encouraged.

She said Bangladesh could

contribute to the development

of Nigeria by providing doc-
tors, engincers and other
technical personnel.

She assurcd all help and
cooperation for success of the
High Commissioner during his
tenure.

Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister Syed Hasan
Ahmed was present.

Industrial units
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between the
Finance Ministry and the
Industries Ministry as cascs
are being filed against many of
these industries identified .as
sick.

In another development,
the Finance Ministry noted

. that the nationalised commer-

cial banks (NCBs) cannot make
profit and pay bonus to the
cmployees as disbursement of
working capital to the indus-
trial sector is insignificant, ac-
cording to a concerned source.

The number of closed sick

units is estimated to be about

12,000 in the country.

BCL
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faction, known as the Barisal
group, [ired sevecral rounds
from the Jagannath Hall arca,
the sources added.

During the exchange of
gunshots, gcncral students
were seen running helter-skel-
ter and normal life on the
campus and the DPlassey,
Nilkhet and Fuller Road arcas
was disrupted.

Residents of these halls

were lense, fearing further
violence.
Earlier on July 21, the DU

authorities held a joint meet-
ing with teachers' representa-
tives to the senate, syndicate
members, provosts, proctors,
dcans and some other officials
to discuss the prevailing sit-
uation on the campus and ap-
prchended  that it might dete-
riorate.

The DU authoritics, at the -

mecting, also criticised the
‘inactive’ role of the police.

Jaundice
From Page | Col 4

spread through contaminated
food and water, cause jaundice
in the epidemic form during
floods and in the dry season.
The Hepatitis B virus is ma-
lignant and leads to liver cir-

rhosis or cancer and causes
liver failure if not timely de-
tected or treated.

It spreads through contam-
inated needless or syringcs,
infected blood transfusions or
physical contacts (sexual or
oral), they said.

Dr Khan said that 90 per
cent of the people in our coun-
try, for at least once in their
life time, have been attacked
by the Hepatitis virus. Ten per
cent of them became virus
carriers.

Virus C, discovered in the
United States in 1989 is as
harmful as Virus B and may
cause liver failure. Virus F has
recently been discovered and
its behaviour and mode of
spreading are still under study,
Dr Khan said.

He said that children were
more vulnerable than adults to
jaundice.

Dr Khan said that if the
Hepatitis vaccine was included
in the Expanded Programme
for Immunisation (EPI) it
would be possible to eradicate
the virus. The vaccine is not
readily available in a develop-
ing country like Bangladesh,
he added.

Besides, more care should
be taken In sanitation, supply
of safe drinking water and hy-
gieni¢ sewerage system, Prof
Khan added.
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PDA to hold rally
defying govt ban

KARACHI, July 28:

Pakistans 0O
Democratic Alltance (PDA) said here today it

a governmenlt

a
protest rally here next “rk;:r\‘ ban on
assembiies of more than four Karachi. Syed Qaitm Al

in
Shah, PDA leader in the Sindh provincial
permission for the rally had been applied for 1o

asscmbly,

demands that the present provincial government had lost its

majority, reports AFP.

Giant Ataturk Dam

mamm.wymmmmm
the giant Ataturk Dam on the rates,

E

naugurated
tightening its

on water resources that are widely expected 1o be a
source of international disputes. The Dam, built near Bozova,
about 44 miles (71 kilomcters) north of the Syrian berder,

went into

partial operation to the accompaniment of

fireworks. Two 300-megawatt turbines started churning out

electricity, reports AP

Olympics open
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were on hand, along with a
lamenco dancer in purple
shoes who was scheduled to
end her performance by run-
ning down the stecp steps
from the stage and riding off
on a horse with her lover.

And of course, there's the
athletes — more than 10,000
from a record 171 countries.

Most were to march under
the familiar colours of their
country's flags. Others could
not.

South Africa, at it's [irst
Olympics since 1960, pre-
pared a special Olympics [lag
because anti-apartheid groups
associate the national banner
with the country's long-held
policy of enforced racial segre-
gation.

A dozen [former Soviet
Republics — the United Team
for a fragmented country —
were to rally around the five-
ring Olympics flag.

The crowd awaited the
Olympic flame, brought from
Greece on a 5,950-kilometer
(3,690-mile) odyssey, one of
the longest in the history of
the modern Games.

In keeping with hecllenic
tradition, the flame was lit in
early June by the sun's rays re-
flecting oflf a concave mirror in
Olympia, Greece, home of the

Agrani Bank

From Page | Col 7

Two people, Mohammed
Mandar (40) and Mandar
Ahmed (27) were arrcsted by
police at about 3 pm today.

Sonadanga police said the
miscreants entcred the bank
through a ventilator and broke
open the grill gate of the

strong room before decamping |

with cash Taka 1,79,478, prize
bond of Taka 20,720, revenue
stamp of Taka 356 and a calcu-
lator.

There was no security guard
al the bank during the dacofty.

The miscreants who also
ransacked the entire oflice,
however, left behind the dou-
ble barrel gun and four rounds
of ammunition which were also
inside the strong room.

Hasina
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ladesh and urged the United
States to maintain increasced
assistance to the developmen-
tal efforts of Bangladesh.

The leader of the opposi-
tion met World Bank Vice
President D J Wood and dis-

cusscd the World Bank aflairs
rclated to Bangladesh.

During the meeting, she
was accompanied by Abul
Hasan Chowdhury MP, Abul
Hasnat Abdullah MP and Pro-
fessor Abdul Mannan MP.

Sheikh Hasina also attended
a number of functions organ-
iscd by the Bangladeshi living
in the United States, the press
release said.

first Games. Greek runners

carried it to the in
Athens, and it off o
the Spaniards. :

The torch arrived in Spain
at Empuries, a port founded by
the Grecks 2,500 years

afler a six-day crossing
frigate of the Mediterranean
Sca

No Spaniard were more
anxiously — or
awaited its arrival than
athlete who could expeet no
glory from success, and only
infamy from failure.

The athlete, an archer, had
to light an arrow from the
Olympic torch and fires it
precisely into the Olympic

cauldron, to the MName
that will burn the 16 days
of the Games.

Two robberies
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Mogsud Alam, a distributor
of Lever Brothers Bangladesh
Limited told The Dafly Star, a
group of armed men stormed
the office at around 11 am
Saturday, beat him, snatched
away the key of the steel-chest
and looted Taka 52,000 in
cash.

Maqsud said the seven-
member band of robbers had
revolvers, pistols and sawed-
ofl rifles.

Before decamping with the
money, the armed men beat
another man on his motor-bike
ncar the offlice, hijacked the
motor-bike and fled away.

The whole incident oc-
curred in ten minutes, said

Magsud Alam.
A casc was with
Sutrapur police and the

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of the
Sutrapur Police Station visited
the spot immediately afler the
incident. But police were yet
to trace the .

Jewellery shop robbed

In another incident, a
ellery shop at Baitul Mokarrom
market was robbed of gold or-
naments worth about taka 13
lakh.

The owner of Shuvo Jewe-
llers complained to Motijhecl
police Saturday that he found a
grilled window broken and the
shop empty when he opened it
Saturday moming. .

He Egad closed the shop
Thursday and the market was
closed the following day, the

owner said.
In the case [filed with

IMnHjhr:r.:l Police Station, the
owner claimed that he had

210 tolas of gold ormaments

worth about - 13 lakh in
the shop. .
It is suspected that the bur-

‘glary took place somelime

between Thursday night and

Friday night. ‘
' Police are still in the dark

mdmmhnhurﬂaw_ -

To Our Agents
The Management of The Blaily 3tar has sent
reminders to all its Agents to clear their
dues by July 27, 1992. |
We shall be constrained to stop supply of
The Daily Star to the defaulting agents from

' July 28, 1992 unless the dues are paid
~within the scheduled date.
We seek cooperation from all our valued

Agents.
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