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VIP welcome for them

BARCELONA, July 25: The
US Olympic basketball Dream
Team were n VIP treat-
ment usually reserved for
heads of state on arrival in
Barcelona on Friday.

Four police cars and a heli-
copter escorted the team bus
from the airport to the
Olympic Village. |

The motorcade drew puz-
zled looks from motorists en
route to the city, but a big
crowd formed when the 12
NBA supcrstars disembarked
and headed into the Village to
be accredited.

Magic Johnson, Michacl
Jordan and Bird will lcad
the Dream Team, the first US
Olympic squad to feature NIBA

players, against Angola in their
opening game on Sunday.

Painful indeed

A painful boil that is refus-
ing to heal has forced Indian
freestyle wrestler Dharambir
Singh out of the Olympic
Games.

Yadav, who was to fight in
the 62-kilogram category, will
fly home on the first.available
ﬂr:sht. a spokesman for the
Indian contingent said. Tcam
doctors certified the 26-year-
old unfit to compete, he said.

The wrestler had the boil
on his thigh when he came
here last week, but it grew

bigger and more painful.
Hungary taxi drivers

TWwelve leaders of the Span-
ish taxi drivers’ union in
Barcelona started a hunger
strike on Friday to protest at a
slump in custom because of
the Olympic Games.

The 12, members of the
auto union, are protesting be-
cause taxis have excluded
from Olympic zones. are
also angry that a huge flcct of
oflicial vehicles is being used
to ferry around visiting delega-
tions.

City authorities have offered
to let taxis into restricted
zones. But a union spokesman
said they wanted the head of
the municipal taxi department
to resign before they start eat-

ing again.
Flame too late !

The 25th Olympic Games
didn’t wait for the Olympic

e Friday.

The torch, traditio car-
ried by runmers, was being
ght to Barcelona from the
land of Majorca aboard the
acht Mrﬂ.

The flame wasn't scheduled
o arrive until about two hours
the Italian soccer team
finished beating the united
otates 2-]1 in a match that in-
gurated the 1992 Summer
Olympic Games a full day be-
ore official openihg ceremony
of the Games on Saturday.

The Games, first event
drew only 18,000 people to
120,000-seat stadium.
The inexperienced US team
had hoped the memory of an
italian who salled for Spain
ould inspire mercy when
met medal-favourite Italy.

"We remind them that

hristopher Columbus discov-

red America, and now we
t to discover tallan soccer

a friendly basis,” said

US coach Lother Ostander be-

darkened room because doc-
tors are worried the harsh
Spanish sunlight might delay
recovery from an eye ry.
Donald, 25, ts sufleri
ﬁum.lﬂ'lltl'iﬂlmrrﬂl:
has been forced to wear in

But

observe a truce during the
Barcriorna Games
IOC saidd the truce

Mandela thrilled

e

25: Black South
African leader

b I Nelson Mandela
@ arrived in Barce-

- lona on Friday

and said he was thrilled to be
wilncssing his troubled
country's return’ to the

Olympic family after 32 years,
reports Reuter.
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“ANC leader Nelson Mandela is flanked by

to have young people given the
opportunity to.demonstrate
what they can do is something
important to any country,” said
Mandela, who kept himselfl fit
during 27 years in jail.

For almost 18 years of his
incarceration on Robben Island
off Cape Town South African’'s
white rulers forced Mandela to
break rocks.
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South African

athletes during a press conference at the Olympic Village

in Barcelona yesterday.

Mandcla, speaking as he ar-
rived at the International
Olympic Committee's hotel in
Barcelona, said he had visited
the city last year to view the
main stadium.

"Al that time already we
were busy trying to normalise
those sports that complied
with conditions that were im-
posed and that possibility (of
competing in the Games) was
there.,” the African National
Congress [ANC) president told
Reuters.

"I must confess before that
I didn’t think | would ever sce
this day and | am very happy it
has come.”

The 125-member multi-ra-
cial squad s representing
South Africa at the Games for
the first time since 1960 alter
the lowering of an anti-
apartheid ban.

A special-designed lag for
the South Alrican delegation
was raised on Thursday. Now
the sports can begin.

“It is very exciting because

— AFP photo
South Africa’s participation

at the Games was temporarily .

thrown into doubt last month
after an upsurge ol violence in
black townships and the col-
lapse of talks between the ANC
and government on a multi-ra-
cial constitution.

There was talk of a boycott,
but Mandela said that was now
history.

*We are here now,” he éid
earlicr at Barcelona airport.

JAn unseemly squabble over
US-born jawelin thrower Tom
Petranofl threatened to sour
South Alrica's return to the
Olympic fold. A

But Petranofl, a naturalised
South African at the centre of a
race-based row in the coun-
try's athletics federation, was
left out of the team.

Asked whether the Patra-
nofl aflair had taken the shine
off South Africa’s Olympics re-
turm, Mandela smiled and said:
*Well, [I'd rather leave that
one to the sportsmen.”

T

Barcelonans
stay home

BARCELONA, July 25:
Antonio Mata didn’t have the
time. Dolores Benet didn't
have the money.

It's opening night before
the world's largest audience,
and most Barcelonans will be
watching the Olympics just
like people thousands of miles
away — in their living rooms,
reporis AP.

Paquita Cuesta won't even
be able to do that tonight.
She's a walitress and has to
work, But she will be walchin%
her favourites play basketbal
on the US team.

Mata, a 55-year-old grocer,
says he couldn’t be bothered
trying to find one of the
65,000 tickets. He'll watch the
pageantry on television.

*With my work, it's really
hard to get to the Games,” he
said, leaning on the counter of
his store down the street from
modernist architect Antonio
Gaudi's landmark apartment

building Casa Mila.

Benet, a middle-age woman
who sells sewing equipment,
says she'll watch on television,
too, because she doesn’t have
the money for a ticket.

Olympic banners and red-
and-ycllow Catalonian flags
drape balconies all over the
city. Most locals beam with
pride when asked about the
Olympics.

But it has been a long strug-
gle for the metropolitan area's
4 million people and, in inter-
views through a trahslator,
some said they have paid a
high price for being hosts to
the world.

Salvador Fornons, 57, is
closing his newspaper kiosk
in August, when Barcelonans
flee the heat for the mountains
or islands. He doesn't think
the Games will mean more
newspaper sales.

“*Here, everything is football
OUR team — not the
Olympics,” he said.

City officials

expect

+ 250,000 tourists. They say the

Olympics have created
128,000 jobs. The region's un-
employment {s half of Spain's
14 per cent. About 2,400 ad-

ditional housing units have
been built in a heavily con-
gested city.

“There’'s a lot of propa-
ganda that everyone is going to
work. There's no work,” said
Eloisa Sanchez, 49, standing

outside her ground-floor flat in
the working-class Barccloncta
scction.

“The prostitutes, the drugs
have been moved out, but afler
the Games, they will come
back,” she said, gesturing at
the iron bars on windows and
doors on her street.

“They said business would
go up,” said Nuria Navas, 24,
She sells lingerie and sewing
material at a few blocks [rom
Sanchez’'s house in the neigh-
bourhood wedged between
the port and the sparkling
new Olympic Village.

“The tourists look at the
stufl, they touch it, but they
don't buy it,” she said.

Sport

O'Brien hasn't missed much

MOSCOW, ldaho,
July 25: Appca-
ring in commer
cials made dcca-
thicte Dan O'[3r-
en a star. Though
he failed in his Olympic bid
this year, his hometown fans
seem to think he's more of a
hero than ever, reports AP,

<

JAN O'BRIEN

O'Bricn lost his chance aa
Olympic glory when he missed
three pole vault attempts at 15
feet, § inches (4 B0 meters)

during the second day of the
Olympic trials in New Orleans
last month. He finished the
competition with a combined

score of 7,856 — the highest
ever by a decathlete who failed
lo score in one event.

His faflure to make the US
team was a letdown aflter a
deluge of Reebok Intl Ltd “Dan
or Dave” commercials. The
spols promised viewers the
Barcelona Olympics would de-
cide whether O'Brien or rival
Dave Johnson is the word's
greatest athlete,

While the 25-year-old won't
be competing in the Olympics,
O'Brien’'s popularity has not
abalcd.

His speaking engagements
remain steady, and no com-
mercial sponsors have aban-
doned him.

“It's been surprising.”
O'Brien said last week during a
lund-ratser at Latah Care Cen-
tre in Moscow. "You find out

who your friends are real
quick, that's for sure.”
There seems to be no

shortage of friends In Moscow
Al the fund-raiser, he was in-
troduced by Ivar Nelson, pub-
lisher of the Palouse Journal, a
quarterly magazine of arts and
culture,

“What we have seen by the
way Dan handled the misfor-
tune in New Orleans is that not

sportsman as well"™ Nelson

alter he failed in the pole vault.
But Reebok has produced a
new “Dan and Dave” commer-
clal making light of the fact
that both athletes will still be
Eoing.

O'Brien is now looking for-
ward to competing in two de-
cathlons tn Sweden and France
this year, where he has a
chance to reestablish his dom-
inance in the sport.

"I've got to get that No |
ranking back,"” he said.

[ Police pressed

to keep peace as

flame arrives

BARCELONA. July 25: Police
broke up groups of Spanish
and Catalan nationalists to pre-
vent clashes in Barcclona early
today when the Olympic torch
was carrfed through the teem-
ing city before the start of the
Olympic Games, reports
Reuter.

City police said about 300
right-wing Spaniards with (lags
bearing symbols of late dictator
Francisco Franco tried to block
an intersection where the
torch was to pass bul wecre
moved on.

Minor Incidents also oc-
curred between the Spaniards
and rival groups of “WRav-
ing Catalans sceking indepen-
dence for their northern re-
glon ol Spain, a spokesman
said. No arrests were .

The builld-up to the

Oly provoked bitter po-
Ml::?":m'lmm over the ex-
tent to which the Games, be-
:r staged in the Catalan capi-
, should be used to project
what nationalists say is the
separate identity of Catalonia.
th;h will d = s
not disrupt today’s
glittering Olympic opening
ceremony alter organisers
made the Catalan and
culture features of the :
More than 500,000 people
thronged the strects of
Barcelona and ships sounded
their sirens when

torch arrived by sea on the fi-
nal leg of its journey from an-

I jammed into

BARCELONA,

Spain: This is the

\ eve of the 25th
ek Summer Olympic

@? Games. The buzz

has been growing
for weeks, intensifying in the
last few days. In a multi-
cultured city of 1.7 million and
a metropolitan area ol more
than twice that number, so
many people seem eager to
start celebrating 16 days of
athletic achievement and
themselves, reports AP,

Yet, as always, the sharper
reality of life beyond the mo-
ment intrudes. The leader of
the Unified Team of the Com-
monwealth of Independent
States on Friday painted a
bleak picture for the future of
sports in what was once the
Soviet Union, the mightiest of
Olympic powers.

Citing harsh economic
times, ethnic conflicts, limited
access to medical treatment
and nourishing food for ath-
letes and the steady emigra-
tion of leading coaches and
trainers, Nikolai Rusak, the
chief of the delegation, pre-
dicted that by the 1996 Games
in Atlanta, his athletes will be
unable to match the perfor-
mances of the United States,
Germany, China and other
countries with more stable
economic and political condi-
tions.

In the nine summer Games
that the Soviet Union com-
peted in from 1952 through
1988, it was the leading medal
winner in six and second in
the other three.

Yet what made Rusak's out-
look more alarming were re-
marks earlier in the day by
Juan Antonio Samaranch, the
president of the International
Olympic Committee, who de-
fended commercialism as a
way of life for the Olympics,
saying it had become essential
for the Olympic movement to
survive,

"Commercialism is not a
danger,” Samaranch said at a
news conference. "Sponsor-

ship in the world today is very
common. There are sponsors

o/

in museums, sponsors for big
symphony orchestras. I
remember one trip with the
Pope had a special sponsor.
This is a way inhabitants of a
country do not have to pay
more taxes, because of the or-
ganisation of important sports

events like the Olympic
Games."

Samaranch, who has been
criticised for expediting the
commercialism trade, touched
a variety of issues as final
preparations of Saturday's
opening ceremonies contin-

The three-hour show, a
tribute to Barcelona, the re-
gion of Catalonia, Spain and
the Olympic ideal precedes 16
days of competition in which
the Unified Team will likely
emerge again, but for the last
time, as the leading medal
winner among a record 172
nations, followed by the United
States and Germany.

But while Atlanta may
match the bells and whistles of
an opening ceremony and
Americans, Germans and Chi-
nese may pile up medals, the
economic trends inside disad-
vantaged nations .and the
Olympic movement seem
headed toward a collision in
1996.

Once the 1984 Los Angeles
Games changed the nature of
financing a sports extrava-
ganza, by using private fund,
the 1OC moved rapidly into the
corporate world, to the point

that 12 multinational compa-
nies will pay at least $20 mil-
lion to sponsor the Barcelona
Games and world television
rights will generate another
$635 million.

Those are lofty numbers
and concepts for officials like
Rusak, who once helped man-
age a state-run system that
provided everything the ath-
lete needed.

Now, the former Soviet sys-
tem {s neither state-funded
nor functional. This "farewell
appearance” of the 648-mem-
ber team, as Rusak called ft,
features athletes from 12

former republics that will gain

* individual recognition for their

Olympic committees by the
1994 Winter Games in Lille-
hammer, Norway,

"Once everybody is dis-
persed, it will be very diffi-

'TATYANA DOROVSKIKH

cult,” Rusak said of the future
when today's teammates be-
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ow or never for the Unified Team

come tomorrow’s rivals,
"Without well-known ath-
letes, sponsors may not give as
much to indtvidual athletes. We
are aware of the value of our
methods, but they must be
transmitted to the diffierent
states. We must try to convince
the sports leaders there, ask
them to keep up a system of

competition and joint train-
ing.”

For now, the Unified Team
is sustaining itselfl through
modest sponsorship arrange-
ments and an |OC programme
called Olympic Solidarity,
which supports developing or
impoverished countries.

State support ended three
years ago, and one could only
imagine his reaction to walk-
ing around the Olympic Vil-
lage, which houses athletes
and officials.

“I've seen 17 coaches [rom
the Soviet Union, who are now
from other states: Italy, India,
Mexico, Spain,” Rusak said. "It
will take eight to 10 years for
Russia or Ukraine to be on the
same level as the United
Stated States, Germany and
China. "

The process could be has-
tened, paradoxical, only if the
[OC's revenue sireams are
slowed by economic down-
turns.

Samaranch noted that in
some countries, including the
United States, the 10C might
have reached a financial ceiling
with current television part-
ners and, thus, needs to seek
new income sources.

The only areas restricted
from commercial sponsorship,
he said, would be stadium in-
teriors and athletes’ uniforms,
which in non-Olympic compe-
titions are generally major bill-
boards for advertisers. Other-

wise, anything goes.

‘It s quite important that
sport is organised by this type
f funding,” Samaranch said, a
pronouncement that could
hardly have cheered Rusak.

When these Games are over,
80 {s an era.

_Fron; France
with love

VICHY, France, July 25 :
French firm Prophyltex,
which is based in the sub
I urbs of this central French

city, is to help reassure
stressed athletes at the
Summer Olympic Games In
Barcelonth — by sipplying
the various Olympic sites
with condoms, a an
official said ﬁﬂny?ﬂrr;?ong
AFP.
Prophyltex will install 60
dispensers of the precious
equipment, supplying about
85.000 boxes with three
ftems (n each, company
managing director Gilles
Mallet said.

The price will be 200
pesetas (two dollars) per
bax.

The company won the
contract for the Winter
Olympic Games in Al
bertville, France, in Febru-
ary, w in 20 distribu-
tors suppl 25,000

_ upplying

It also has the French

Army as a customer.

Floating oases of luxury

BARCELONA, July
25: Just a few
minutes’ walk
south of the Oly-
mpic Village, wh-
ere athletes sive-
at it out in often cramped
apartments, there are floating
oases of  air-conditioned
comfort filled with the guests
of Olympic sponsors, reports
Reuter.

Coca-Cola, IMB. Kodak and
others have chartered 12 of
the wu,ﬁ;i's most luxurious
crulse ships to serve as floating
hotels during the Games, start-
ing Saturday.

Not for them beds that are
too short or blinds that fail to
block out the moming sun

As guests arrived on the
liners on Friday they were
greeted with baskets of fresh
Stuit, orchids and bottles of
chilled champagne In their
cabins.

Barcelona's port has taken
on a festive, holiday atmo-
sphere with the arrival of the
pleasure steamers of the rich
which shimmer white under
the Mediterranean sun, atl-
tracting the envious looks of

the less fortunate.

I don't think you can see
12 of these cruisers together
al any one time, except may be
in Miami on a Saturday after-
noor.,” said Lennart [lakanson,
senior vice president of Cu-
nard.

The biggest cruiser is the
LiS-owned Crystal harmony,”
Jointly chartered by Coca-Cola,
Mars and Visa. The 960 pas-
sengers will be looked after by
480 crew,

Still higher on the lwxury
ladder is Cunard's “Sea God-
dess II." chartered by Aus-
tralia’'s Channel 7 television.
The 92 crew will attempt to
satisfy every whim of their 116
gueslts.

The Swedish delegation will
be less spoilt on their cruiser
“Sally Albatros" which will be
the home for 1,400 guests and
a mere 200 crew.

The crew are enjoying thetr
time here as normally they
spend just one day in each

port Musicians and Flamenco

dancers are much in demand
but due to international regu-
lations, casinos have to remain
closed in port.

Le gacy leaves Lewis in

BARCELONA, July
25 (AP): Carl le-
wis surveyed Lhe
scene: a hundred
Or S0 angry, sw-
cating reportcrs

an airless, oven-

<

hol room.

They had waited hall an
hour, yelling and jostling for
position as they awaited the
American track star who may
become a mere footnote in the
1992 Summer Games because
he was ill during the US team
Olympic trials.

A hundred or so red and
blue hand fans flickered in an-
tictpation.

‘It looks like a Baptist
church in here,” Lewis said,
sceming cool and calm.

But the questions quickly
heated up.

Wnulj’ he push to join the
400-metre relay even though
he falled to qualify? When was
he going to retire? Was it fafr
that Lewis gets the endorse-
mcnts and attention over
younger competitors?

“Let me give you this lec-
ture really quick,” Lewis
snapped. “I've been in this
sport for as long If not longer
than anybody else. I've had to
endure as much If not more

paid my dues.”
‘TI:' paused, then added:
attention | I !
thimk T've earned & Iof of it
over the years.”
A poor showing at last
Drlun: e
may t Lewis' par-
ticipation to the ump at
the 1992 Games. 08 Jump
Lewis' fliness before the tri-
als was much worse than pre-
viously disclosed, the star and
his coach, Tom Tellez, re-
vealed Friday.
Tellis said doctors discev-

. ¢red a severe sinus infection

after the trials. Speculation

that the 3)-year-old Lewis
time is nearly past started
anyway, despite a 9.86 world
record in the 100 he set in
Japan last year,

Few can dispute that Carl
Lewis has earned a place in
Olympic history [rom past
Games. But he has never
secemed to have earned the ac-
companying respect, at lcast in

America.
His four gold medals in the

sprints, relay and long jump
during the 1984 Games
matched Jesse Owens, who
did the same in 1936. Bul

Lewis — sometlimes labeled

£
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CARL LEWIS
cocky and aloof — falléed to

match the legend of low-key
Owenas.

the shadows

Four years later, Lewlis
added another two golds and a
silver 1o his medal collection.

But once again, his accom-
plishment was largely ignored,
eclipsed by Canadian Ben
Johnson's amazing perfor-
mance in the 100 meters and
subsequent humiliation for us-
ing steroids.

While most remember
Johnson's shame, few recall
that Lewis' drug-free time of
9.92 was his besl ever and set
an Olympic record.

Lewis never secemed to reap
the same benefits or stature of
Olympic gymnast Mary Lou
Retton or other athletic super-
stars like Michael Jordan at
home.

Tellez suggested that Lewis
missed out on the praise be-
cause Americans expect him to
be another Jesse Owens: hum-
ble, unpolished and poor.

instead Lewis, already con-
sider abrasive by some, became
rich, partly due to his popular
ity in Europe and Japan. A
huge picture of Lewis hawking
Japanese video products
greets new arrivals at
Barcelona's airport.

Tellez thinks it is unfair
that Lewis is criticised for
making money.

"Now other people are mak-
ing moncy. It's helped the
sport and it's helped a lot of
athletes,” Tellez said.

Lewis himsell scems willing

to accept such a legacy.

"How would | like to be re-
membered? Just for trying to
be a leader,” he said F y.
“That | helped bring more
money Into it for everyone.
That | helped give the sport a
voice. That meana things |
found important will continue
to move forward.”

« Washington,

Graf, Courier
top seeds

BARCELONA, July 25 : Jtm
Courier will play Stefan Edberg
in the [irst round of the
Olympics — not in singles, but
in doubles, reports AP,

Courfer and American

* teammate Pete Sampras were

aired against the veteran
ish tandem of Edberg and
Anders Jarryd in Friday's draw.
Both doubles teams are un-
seeded,

The top-ranked Courier
fared better in singles, where
his first opponent will be
Ramesh Krishnan of India,
ranked 200th. Courier eould
have a quarterfinal match
against Spaniard Emilio
Sanchez, who Is certain to re-
cetve boisterous support from
the crowd.

Edberg, seeded second,
drew a tough opening oppo-
nent in 30th-ranked Andrei
Unified

Chesnokov of the

Team.

Sampras, sceded third,
could meet countryman
Michael Chang, seceded Sixth,
in their quarterfinals bracket.

The competition on red
clay begins Tuesday and con-
cludes Aug 8.

Stefli Graf, a gold medallist
in 1988, was seeded No ] in
women's singles and will face
Helen Kelesi of Canada in the
opening round.

Barcelona Arantxa Sanchez-
Vicarioc was seeded second,
Just ahead of Americans Jen-
nifer Capriati and Mary Joe
Fernandez.

Absent will be three of the
world’'s four fop-ranked
women—Yugoslav Monica Se-
les, American Martina Navra-
tilova and Argentinian Gabricla
Sabatini. They skipped the
Federation Cup last year, ma-
king them ineligible for Olym-
pic competition.

Sanchez-Vicario and Con-
chita Martinez were sceded No
1 in women's doubles, with
Americans Gigi Fermandez and
Mary Joe Fernandez seceded
second. John Fi d and
Todd Woodbridge of Australia
were seeded No 1| in men's
doubles.

The singles draws are com-
prised of 64 players each In
men's and women's play. Each

x‘bhdmlIMupﬂﬂ

Lendl-Agassi
final

TORONTO, July 25: Former
number one Ivan Lend! raced
10 a 6-1, 6-2 win over Wally
Masur of Australia here on Fri-
day to qualify for a final clash
with Wimbledon champion
Andre Agassi, reports AFP.

Masur, who beat number
one sced Petr Korda in the
E'UIHET-HMJI. was no match

« the Czechoslovak turmned
American.

to beat compatriot Maltvai

who
by, oy took the



