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B ympic chiels have prul uITl
controversial rule-change that
would outsiders a say in
l:hnulng Games’ host cities

r.:zp-n:nl opposition [rom
-and-file members, re-

pm"l: Reuter.

I0C director-general Fran-
rois Carrard said the Interna-
tional Committee de-
cided on Thursday to postpone
a vote on a proposal by its ex-

fve based 16 bring other
sports bodies into the selec-
tion process.

The selectjon of Olympic
venues is traditionally the sole
prerogative of the 90-odd 10C
members.

Under the board's proposal,
five Olympic sports federations
and five National Olympic
Committees would be given a
vote alongside the members.

The proposal will now be
discussed at the 1OC's next full
session in Lausanne, Switzer-
land, next June.

Carrard said he did not be-
lieve the IOC members would
make substantial changes to
the proposal but said they had
made some “interesting sug-
gestions”. He declined 1o clab-
orate.

Becker's toothache

ERMAN tennis star Doris

Becker, whose first Olym-
pic appearance has been sur-
punded by controversy, was
orced to delay his arrival at

Barcelona Games on Thu-
sday because of a dental
ppointment, reports Reuter.

Becker, 24, did not arrive
at Barcelona airport with his

erman teammaltes Michael
Stich and Carl-Uwe Sileeb,
Becker upset fellow mem-
bers of the German Olympic
quad when he said in a recent
agazine interview that he was
ore interested in having cof-
ee with other [amous names
like Carl Lewis than in winning
dals for his country

Stich also scemed to be

ading on dangerous ground

hen he told reporters at the

rport: "The most important
hing for me here is 10 have
un. | am not .that concerned
' jabout winning.”

Scalpers scalped
ORE  than 3,000 black
market Olympic tickets

have been seized in the past

two days in a crackdown on

touts, Barcelona police said on
rsday, reports Rewoter’ '~

They said scalpers had
stood to make up to 1 million
dollar profit by selling them at
an avergge of five times their
face value.

The tickets, including some
lo scll-oul evenis such as the
men's basketball MNnals, were
snatched in raids on a travel

gency, a hotel room and a
rented office in Barcelona, a
police spokesman said.

Some of the occupants were
absent during the raids and ft

as not clear whether anyone
had been held.

Games organisers asked po
lice to crack down this week

ter newspaper reports that
unlicensed ticket agencies

re asking up to 3,000 dollar
for seats at the basketball final,

dely expected to feature the
US Dreamn Team ol NBA stars

All tickets to the Olympics,

h open on Saturday, are

meant! to be sold through
branches ol a major Spanish
bank. Popular events such as
the opening ceremony
months ago.

Police said 3,119 tickets
were scized with a face value of

wrnl
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Dancers perform the dress rehearsal on July 23 for the today's opening ceremonies of the
1992 Barcelona Summer Games. YR Opemne

— AFP photo.

‘Operatic arias at Olympic opening

BARCELONA, July
24: Spain's grea-
i test opera singers
w expect a televi-
- sion audience of

- I35 %iton people
at Saturday's opening of the
Barcclona Olympics — bal they
may have to mime their arias
on the big night, "reports
Reuter.

Jose Carreras, musical di-
rector of the extravaganza that
launches the biggest and rich-
est Games cver staged, said on
Thursday: “After tonight's
dress rehearsal, the techni-
cians will make up their
minds. This is not 100 per
cent decided. There are many
technical complications.

He will be joined on stage
for a l4-minute medley by
Placido Domingo, Montserrat
Caballe, Giacomo Aragall,
Teresa BerganZa and Juan
Pons.

Carreras and Domingo

ined forces with Italian tenor
Pavarotti for an enor-

N’
™

mously successful three tenors
concert at the World Cup

that was scen by 100 millfon
pm le worldwide on TV

join them .in Barcclona,
Carrears said the Olympic
opening ceremony was de-
signed as a showcase for
Spanish singing talent.

"Mr Pavarotli is an extraor-
dinary artist,

a man. Unfortunately he was
bormn in Modena,” Carreras said
at a press conference in the
gild halls of the Liceo
Theatre where he made his
debut aged 11.

Carreras, Domingo and
Caballe all confessed they were
fanatical football fans. But
Caballe had one regret. "1 just
wish that (former British soc-
cer captain) Gary Lincker was
still playing for Barcelona."

All the singers stressed the
vital bridge between sport and

s0C-
cer [inals in Rome in 1990

ki why the Maliati su-
perstar had not been invited to

We like him
enormously as an artist and as

music because they both over-
came language barriers.

Carreras said: "] see an ex-
traordinary link between mu-
sic and sport. They are the two
things #n life that. o
bring together totally d
cultures.”

Domingo agreed. "l Lhink
there is a clear parallel.
Everyone understands them
both. | think Saturday will be
unforgettable.”

The Olympic
comes almost exactly four
years after Carreras retumed
to the stage after conquering
leukemia,

Doctors gave him a one in
10 chance of survival but he
fought back after chemother-
apy, radiation treatment and a
bone marrow transplant done
without anaesthetic to avoid
damaging his vocal chords.

Refllecting on Saturday
night's giant television audi-
ence, the 45-year-old singer
said: "This is lru:lu:d a pinnacle
in my carcer.”

ceremony

BARCELONA, July 24: Mike

n has an Olympic

score to scitle alter bitter dis-
appointment at the Secoul

hind Hungarian Jozsel Szabo
and Gillingham in Seoul, trains
with Barrowman in the United
States.

Barrowman has a score to settle

"There's a 25 per cent
chance I'll wear i1t,” he said :

ﬂmuwman unid the suit |
had possibilities but he had
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A marriage between sports and culture

BARCELONA, July
24: Some world
champions soun-
ded off Thursday,
two days before
the Games ope-
ning ceremony, and they
sec less than Olympian as
they jostled, jockeyed for
position and generally engaged
in bickering, reports AP.

Sprinters?Jumpers? De-
cathletes?

No. These prima donnas
were some of the world's most
celebrated divas and tenors, all
Spanish-born.

Their part in Saturday's
spectacular opening ceremony
is to provide millions of view-
ers with a taste of opera —14
minutes Bizet's Carmen, a
touch of Offenbach's Tales of
Hoflmann, a dab of Puccini's La
Boheme, a dash of Verdi's Aida,

Culture and sports; what
could be better?

A divorce, judging by the
feuding that broke out among
the group at a news confer-
ence with tenors Placido
Domingo, Jose Carreras and
Jaime Aragall, soprano
Montserrat Caballe, mezzo-so-
prano Terasa Berganza and
baritone Juna Pons.

Berganza, seated alongside
the other five in the ornate
Barcelona Opera House, com-
plained that she, Aragall and
Pons had been relegated to a
secondary place on the jacket
of the performance recording
being released on an RCA Vie-
tor Red Seal label.

The 72-minute release,
recorded in Barcelona in Jan-
uary and February, includes the
opening ceremonies medley
and 12 longer arias. In the
promotional material for the
recording, only Domingo, Car-
reras and Aragall's portraits
grace the front of the jacket.
The other three appear face-
less below the photos, under a
"with" line.

The recording company,
said Berganza, arranged the
jacket cover without consult-
ing the singers., She said the
singers should have insisted on
equal treatment when they
signed their contract with
RCA. "We forgot,” she said.

Aragall, too, felt slighted.
But he had an additional com-
plaint. He got to sing solo only
one aria.

Carreras, the ames’' musi-
cal director, clearly was un-
comfortable with the discord.

When asked why he had ex-

cluded amother world-
renowned Spanish tenor, Al-
fredo Kraus, from singing the
medley, Carreras replied
testily: "You are very aggres-
sive.”

He then atided with ill-con-
cealed sarcasm that Kraus had
made clear that such popular-
ization of classic opera would
"make him a clown. And we
did not want to insult him” by
inviting him to participate.

"I cannot invite the king of
Saudi Arabia 'to meal where
pork is sefyed,” Carreras
added, in an analogy that drew
laughter from reporters and
frowns from his fellow artists.

Garcia Navarro, the director
of the Barcelona Symphony
Orchestra accompanying the
singers on the recording and
at the Olympic ceremonies,
also was mifled. Not only had
his name been omitted alto-
gcther from the recording's
front cover, so had his picture.

"l am the ugly duckling,”
safd the dapper-looking musi-
clan.

But then he chided the
singers, saying "too much
adrenalin is being secreted” at

the news conference instead of

celebrating the joy of the tal
ent in the recording.
Dominog, who stayed out of

" the fray, exulted in the unusual

coupling of opera and
Olympics. "Music and s

are intimately linked. Bo
languages everyone can un-
derstand.”

Berganza suggested a differ-
ent link between the two. "]
have accepted, in a very
sporting way, the bottom
billing on the recording
cover,” she said.

Michael Storr, an official of
the recording company, as-
sured everyone that the final
cover of the release will fea-
ture all six in a photo of their
performance.

But when you see the photo,
keep this in mind: when the
divas and tenors move their
lips to the sound of the music
at the opening ceremonies,
they probably will be mining to
the tune of the recording.

Given the vastly complex
accoustics of the opening cer-
emonies being beamed live on
worldwide telecasts, a live
performance would provide
poorer quality than a record-
ing, said an official of the or-

ganising committee,

Today's Titans to duel in Barcelona

BARCELONA, July
24 : Great Olym-
pic duels of the
past have inclu-
ded the 100 me-
tres s  howdown
between Carl Lewis and lien
Johnson in Seoul and the gri-
pping clashes between Seb Coe
and Steve Ovett over BOO and
1,600 metres at the Moscow
Games, reports Reuter.

Here are some head to
heads at the Barcelona Games
which should set the pulses
racing :

Carl Lewis vs Mike Powell,
long Jump: Lewis won the
1984 and 1988 golds, [ellow
American Powell was second
in Seoul. Powell broke world
record which had stlood since
1968 Olympics in 1991 Tokyo
World Championships by jump-
ing 8.95 metres. LE'-I-I'"IE. un-
beaten since 1981, was sec-
ond. Powell has since jumped
wind assisted B.99. Lewis, with
six Olympic gold medals to his
name, qualified only for the
long jump, fafling in the 100
and 200 metres.

Merlene Ottey vs Gwen
Torrence, 100 and 200 metres:
Ottey is known to her fellow

o dprinters as the bromze queen

as she has never won major
title. At 32 this {s the Ja-
maican's last chance of Olym-
pic gold.Torrence is the top
American, won silver behind
the absent Katrin Krabbe at
100 and 200 in Tokyo.

Heike Drechsler vs Jackie
Joyner-Kersee, long jump:
American Joyner-Kersee is un-
touchable in the heptathlon
but, after long jump victories
in Seoul and the 1991 World
Championships, will face a re-
juvenated German opponent.

Derechsler this week jum-
ped wind-assisted 7.63 met-
res, 1l cms beyond world
record, and believes 7.70 is
possible in Barcelona.

Liz McColgan vs Flana
Meyer, 10,000 metres: Meyer is
south Africa’s best hope of a
gold on fits return to the
Olympics after 32 years. Mc-
Colgan won the 10,000 metres
in Tokyo and tsuk silver in
Seoul. e Biton also won the
New York marathon this year
but may have over raced In re-
cent weeks.

US vs Britain, 4X400 metres
relay: US could include all
three medallists in individual
cvent plus remarkable Michael
Johnson, the best 200 metres
runner in the world. Britain
were unexpected winners in
Tokyo but US out for revenge
and to break the world record,
held by the US. It was stood
since 1968,

Svetlana Boginskay vs Kim
Zmeskal, gymnastics: American
Zmeskal took Boginkaya's
world all round title in Indi-
anapolis last year prompting
CIS charges the judging was
biased. At this year's World
Apparatus Championships in
Parts, Zmeskal also took the
floor title, which Boginskaya
has held, and the beam. Bogin-
skaya won only one silver.

Matt Biondi vs Tom Jager, 50
metres freestyle: The two Ame-
rican friends resume their
longstanding duel in swim-

ming's shortest event. Biondi
won the Olympic title, Jager
prevafled in the last two World
Championships and holds the
world record.

Men's 100 breaststroke: Could
be the most fiercely contested
event in the pool with world
champion and world record
holder Norbert Rozsa of
Hungary the man to beat. De-
fending champion Adrian Mor-
house, fellow Briton Nick
Gillingha, American Nelson
Diebel, Vasily Ivanov of the CIS
and Hungary's Karoly Guttler
could all win it.

Eriec Griffin vs Rogelio
Marcelo, boxing: Light flyweight
Griflin tested positive for Mari-
juna in 1988 and missed the
Seoul Games which Cuba boy-
cotted. Griflin has beaten his
great Cuban rival four times in
four years, his most recent win
in the final of the 1991 World
Championships.

e -
Lewis' sinus let
him down

BARCELONA, July 24 : Carl
Lewis' f{liness before the US
Olympic trials was much worse
than previously disclosed, his
coach said F . reportis AP.

Lewis, the two-time
Olympic 100-meter gold
medalist and 1984 Olympic
champion at 200 meters,
failed to make the US team in
either event, earning an indi-
vidual place only in the long
jump.

"He was fll with a sinus
infection that he was
to about a month before the
trials,” coach Tom Tellez said
at a news conference. "He
didn't tell me. He didn't com-
plain.”

Aflter the trials, Lewis was
examined by two doctors.

"They found he had an ifec-
tion of the thyroid, the kidney
and the liver,” Tellez said. "He
also had an allergy.”

—— e e
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BARCELONA, July
24: Juan Antonio
Samaranch recei-

ved a standing
L_ ovation on Thurs-

day when he told
the International Olympic
Commitice that he was ready
to stand again as {ts president
when his term of office ends
next year, reports Reuter.

The 72-year-old Spaniard,
who has (ransformed the
Olympic movement in 12 years
at {ts helm, had promised to
keep his intentions secret
until after the Barcelona
Games.

But 1OC members said
Samaranch was asked at the
end of the I0OC's 99th full ses-
sion on Thursday il he was
prepared to stay on and
replied, unexpectedly: "Yes, |
am ready.”

"We all stood up and
cheered. It was quite an cmo-
tional moment,” one >
member said.

Samaranch's decision to run
again for another four-year
term ends months of specula-
tion among I0C members.

But a power struggle cannot
be ruled out when elections

-

are held for the most rful
position in world sport, proba-
bly in Monte Carlo next
Scptember.

Samaranch's decision fol-
lows a spate of British press

altacks on his 5Lewardship uf
-. ﬁ”fﬁﬁ‘“" T A T =

SAMARAN L“H

the 1OC, during which the

name of Britain's Princess

Anne was raised as a possible
SUCCESSOT,

In an atecrvi~w with the
wwnden T,,*=s ca,uer this
veek 1r. J.aaa.288 denied,

htwe.v., that she had any in-
tention of running.

Any opposition to
Samaranch is more likely to
come from within the ranks of
his own executive board.

Samaranch smothers speculations

Canadian Dick Pound and
two [OC vice-presidents, Un-
Yong Kim of South Korea and
Kevan Gosper of Australia, are
generally seen as the most
likely contenders.

Samaranch's decisfon came
on the day 10C members
claimed victory over the
United Nations in a row over a
sporting embargo on Yugoslavia
and celebrated able to
invite athletes from all six re-

publics in the former
Yugoslavia.
Samaranch, a former

Spanish ambassador in
Moscow, adpermnllly lobbied
world le as part of the
IOC campaign against the em-
bargo to ensure that the
Barcelona Games would be the
first of his reign not to be hit
by political absences. -

Elected to an initial eight-
year term at the 1980 Moscow
Olympics, Samaranch has
presided over Summer Games
in Los Angeles, Seoul and now
Barcelona.

During that time he has also
béen instrumental in laying to
rest the Olympic tradition of
amateurism. He was re-elected
for a four-year term in 1989,
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