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District roundup

RAJBARI
World Population
Day observed

From Our Correspondent

July 24: World Population
Day was observed all over the
district with much enthusiasm.

In this connection, district
Family Planning Department,
different secial organisations
and non-government organisa-
tions chalked out programmes
at unfon, thana and district
level.

A colorful rally of men,
women and children carrying
festoons and playcards paraded
the main thoroughfarce of the
town.

A discussion meeting was
held here at local Raflway Hall
in observance of the day.
Presided over by Deputy Com-
missioner of Rajbari, the me-
eting was addressed among
others by Deputy Director of
Family Planning Moniruzza-
man, Anwar Hossain Civil Sur-
geon of Rajbar and Profl Yeahia.

The meeting was followed
by distribution of prizes among
some family planning workers
and ideal couples.

FARIDPUR

4 killed, 30
hurt in road mishap

From Our Correspondent

July 24: Four persons were
killed and 30 injured in a road
accident in the district re-

cently.
It s gathered that a bus
(Dhaka-Cha- 168) turmed turtle

and fell into a distich while it
was over-taking another bus
near Jumurdi on Faridpur- Na-
garkanda road.

Jafour (22), Miran [(19),
Dabir (22) and Toebur Rahman
(25) died on the spot.

Four injured persons were
admitted to Faridpur Sadar
Hospital and 11 others were
admitted in Nagarkhanda hos-
pital.

A case was registered with

a police in this re-
rd and police seized the bus.

¢ driver managed to escape
from the spot.

RAJSHAHI

800 tubewells
lying inoperative

From Our Correspondent

July 24: About 800 tube-
wells have been lying inopera-
tive for the last few months
causing acute scarcity of pure
drinking water in nine thanas
of the district.

These are Godagari, Poba,
Bagha, Charghat, Puthia, Dur-
gapur, Mohanpur and Tanore.

Villagers complained that
aflter a few months of installa-
tion, most of the tubewells
having plastic pipes went out

ol order.
According to sources, me:-

chanical trouble, lack of pro-
per maintenance and pilfcrage
of spare parts were the main
reasons for disorder.

Meanwhile, gastro-intesti-
nal diseases have broken out
in an alarming proportion in
these thanas as villagers have
been forced to drink water
from ponds and canals

SYLHET

Miscreants loot

Tk 1.35 lakh

From Our Correspondent

July 24: A of armed
miscreants loot a cash
amount of Taka 1.35 lakh from
two at village Mou-
latar under union
of Chhatak thana leaving beh-
ind the vietims injured se-
riously. Both of them had been
admitted to Sylhet MAG Os-

Moulatar, the miscreants num-
bering about 4 blocked thetr
way and snatched away the
amount, leaving behind them

injured
A case had been registered

with the in this connec-
tion. But no action had yet
been reporied.

TANGAIL

Cricket coaching

ends

July 24: A month long
cricket coaching concluded on

WTM Stadtum,

KISHOREGAN.J

Woes of

telephone
subscribers

From Our Correspondent

July 24: The telephone sub- |

scribers of Kishoreganj district
town have been sullering for a
long time.

They have to undergo much
trouble to contact Dhaka and
other distant places over tele-
phone, it is learnt.

Kishoreganj being a district
headquarters, needs good tcle-
phone link with the capital
city and other places of the
country. Inspite of repeated
attempt to contact Dhaka, tele-
phone subscribers fail to get it.
Local journalists face troubles
in sending important news to
different national dailies and
news agencies.

It s alleged that Dhaka-
Kishoreganj telephone line
remain well but the operators
of Dhaka telephone exchange
does not respond to the
Kishoreganj telephone excha-
nge call in time,

They telephone subscribers
of Kishoregan| urged the con-
cerned authorities to take nec-
essary measures for good ser-
vice of Kishoreganj Dhaka tel-
ephone line and trunkcalls,

CHUADANGA

Terrorism
activities
rampant

From Our Correspondent

July 24: Terrorism activities
are on the increase now thro-
ughout Chuadanga district.

A strong group of terrorists
have recently burst a number
of bombs in village Baliakandi
under Padmabila union paris-
had of Chuadanga Sadar thana
which has created panic am-
ong the villagers. They also
assaulted two young boys of the
said village.

The Chairman of Padmabila
union parishad under Chua-
danga Sadar thana said that his
life had been endangered due
to the activities of the terr-
orists in the area. A high
powered bomb was blast near
his village home at Baliakandi
recently.

However, the situation
could not be aggravated due to
the timely interference of
Chuadanga thana police.

_(_J_HANDPUR

Two lakh acres
of land under
aman farming

From Our Correspondent

July 24: Agriculture de-
partment has undertaken a
comprehensive programme to
bring aboul two lakh acres of
land under aman culttvation in
the district during the current
SCASD.

According to oflicial sour-
ces, one lakh acres of land will
be brought under High Yiel-
ding Variety and the rest will
be brought under other local
varfety.

Besides, about one lakh
acres of land will be brought
under aman cultivation in
"“Chandpur Irrigation Project"
and "Matlab Meghna- Dhana-
goda Irrigation Project”.

It 18 expected that about
two lakh fifty thousand metric
tons of aman paddy will be
produced during the current
SCASON.

AGRI- VARSITY

Training course
on seed
concludes

July 24: The concluding
session of a two-day long train

ing programme on "Seed he
alth and production, collection
and storage of healthy seeds”
was held at the Plant Pathology
Museum of Bangladesh Agri
cultural University (BAU) rec-
ently, says a Press release
Arranged under the joint
auspices of the Seed Pa
Laboratory, the d t of
Plant Pathology and the Ex.
tension Centre of BAU, the
scssion was presided over by
Prol Dr G A Fakir of the de-
partment of Plant Pathology
and it was attended by the
Dean of the Faculty of Agricul-
ture Prof Dr M Abdul Hoq as
the chiel guest and the Adds.

poke on the
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RANGPUR :
system.

The low-lying areas of the district town go under water after rainfall due to absence of prnpersdrainﬁg;
— otar pho

Chandpur Town Pr

CHANDPUR, July 24 : The
government has taken up a
comprehensive and permanent
scheme for the protection ol
Chandpur town and other ad-
joining areas from the devas-
tating erosion of the mighty
river Meghna.

To check the erosion, the
government constituted an in-
ternational committee to sur-
vey in detail the causes of the
erosion of the river Meghna
from Bhairab Bazar Lo
Haimchar, Chandpur. The in-
ternational committee, Haskin
surveyed the causes of the ero-
sion of Meghna during the last
one year. The committee sub-
mitted the report with the
recommendations in

November 1991 to Bﬂ;n,gﬁcsh
Water Development poard
(BWDB) and the board has al-
rn:uall_tl:!_‘iy-'l reviewed the scheme.

e survey was conducted
under the supervision ol
Bangladesh Water
Development Board in consul-
tation with the World Bank at a
cost of Taka 10 crore.

It is reported that the
World Bank primarily expected
the report with some modifi-
cations, A earlier report sug-
gested to protect only the
Chandpur Natun Bazar area
from the Jamuna Ghat to IWTA
Terminal. Later on the Puran
Bazar area was also included in
the scheme.

The Meghna survey report
estimated the cost of the pro-
ject at about Taka 300 crore.

The work is scheduled to be-
gin in January 1993 and ex
pected to be complete by the
end ol 1995,

An international tender will
be called for this purpose.
Meghna survey committee
submitted its report in seven
large volumes to BWDB and it
suggested the completion of
the work in two phases.

Interim arrangement

in progress

To check the erosion in the
current season, WDB has un-
dertaken interim arrange-
ments at a cost of Taka 1.75
crore. About 4 .84 lakh cubic
feet boulders will be procured
for the purpose. Out of the to-
tal, some will be thrown in the
eroded arca and the rest will
be kept reserve to meet the
emergency. The work of the

From Shirin Akhter

current season has already
been started as the erosion is
continuing.

It can be mentioned here
that the work on the Chandpur
Town Protection Scheme
started in 1972 when a vast
area of the town was eroded
suddenly.

National and international
hydrological experts opined
that the erosion is continuing
at Chandpur due to the conflu-
ence of two mighty rivers,
Padma and Meghna. The

Padma which earlier met the
Meghna near Sureshwar has
moved towards Chandpur. The
combined water mass of the
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the river erosion.

Protection plan
practical

According to national and
international experts, Meghna
survey report 18 unique and if
the scheme is properly im-
plemented, Chandpur town
will permanently be protected
form the erosion. This type of
scheme will be first in

Bangladesh sponsored by
BWDB.

According to Meghna survey
report, an eight-mile long
concrete rock made embank-
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Meghna survey for Chandpur town protection from
Bhairab bazar to Chandpur (Haimchar).

two rivers, about 1.5 lakh cubic
metre per second are passing
through Chandpur.

The government has so far
spcnd about Taka 23 crore in
different occasions to check
the erosion. But no permanent
scheme was taken.

Due to lack of permanent
scheme, the erosion continued
alarmingly. During the last 22
years, the erosion engulfed

roperty like land, industries,
usiness firms, houses worth
Taka 500 crore.

The people of the town in
cooperation with the local
chamber of commerce and iIn-
dustries formed a committee
to ventilate the problems and
to protect Chandpur Iuwn
permanently |

Chandpur Railway Station,
steamer ghat, fish market,
IWTA terminal, important
commercial centre,. Puran
Bazar are under the threat of

ment will be constructed at
one mile far of the bank of the
river Meghna. By this . the
current of the river will di-
verted and the bank will be
filled up by dredging.

The officials of BWDB organ-
ised a meeting recently at the
conference room of the DC,
Chandpur where cross section
of Eccv‘PIt attended. The offi-
cials of the board apprised the
people of the merits of the
scheme and sought coopera-
tion at the time of implemen-
tation of the project.

At the first phase, Chandpur
Natun Bazar and Puran Bazar
arcas will be protected. After
that about 10-mile area to-
wards up and’' down of
Chandpur from Haimchar will
be protected.

The implementation of the
scheme will save Taka 100
crore Matlab Dhanagoda
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the town recently damaged for faulty construction.

Irrigation Project and Taka
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SYLHET : A culvert, newly construeted few days back on Chalibandar-Chhararpar Road of
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otection Scheme

Work on Tk 300cr permanent
plan begins January next

150 crore Chandpur Irrigation
Project from the erosion of the
mighty river of Meghna. It can
be mentioned here that the
two irrigation projects are the
biggest in Bangladesh under
the WDB. About 200 crore taka
Irri-boro paddy are produced
every year in these two pro-
jects.

After the implementation of
the Maghna scheme, it will be
extended up to Munshigani,
Bhairab Bazar and other areas
of Bangladesh.

PATUAKHALI, 24

July :
Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB)
has made a provision to grant
loan to its employees and their

dependents against their
terms and Deposit Pension
Scheme, reports UNB.

Officials said considering
the repeated demand of the
employees, bank authorities
decided to grant loan as per its
rules, terms and conditions,
effective from the current
month.

Board of Directors of the
Bank already approved the new
provision in a recent meeting,
the sources said.

Anti-social activities
rampant
Increasing anti-social ac-
tivities in Khepupara town of
the district have been causing

great concern among the
dwellers.

Local leaders alleged that
gambling, drug abuse, free
movement of gay girls are the
common features in the town.
Ganjas are being sold in differ-
ent places of the town where
youths are the main customers.

it is also alleged that some
dishonest businessmen in col-
laboration with the Video Club
Owners screen blue films al-
most in every night on com-
mercial basis giving rise to
anti-social activities.

Dwellers have urged the au-
thorities to take necessary
steps to stop anti-social activi-
ties immediately.

Construction work
in progress
Construction work is in

progress on nine madrasas in
[our districts of Khulna divi-

shon.
Sources said three
madrasas each will be con-

siructed in Barisal and Patu-

akhali districts, two in Piro-
jpur and one in Jhalakathi.

Facilities Department of the
Education Ministry is imple-
menting the scheme at a cost
of Taka 1.15 crore.

With the implementation of
the project ter number of
students will be able to get
madrasa education in the divi-

ston, it 1s learnt from official
SOUTOPS.
Two cow lifters

nabbed

Police have arrested an al-
leged cow lifter caught by the

public from Lebukhall ferry
ghat in the district.
Police said Abdul Mannan of

Atkhall lited two cows
worth about Taka 12000 from
Anukul Chandra's cow-shed in
Hogolbunia vi of Galachipa
thana and was t to escape
when he was caught by the vil-

A case has been filed with
the Dumki thana police.
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Four housewives, man
commit suicide

SATKHIRA, July 24: Three
housewives allegedly commit-

ted suicide by taking poison in
different areas of the district

on July 21, police said, reports
UNB

The deceased were identi-
fled as Purnima (20), wife of
Basudev in Kukrali, Nazma wife
of Abdul Jalil in Dhulihar and
Moslema (18) wilfe of Nur
Islam in Ghona of Sadar thana.

Family problems were the
regsons behind the tragedy,
police said.

Three cases of unnatural
deaths were filed with the
Satkhira police.

In an another inecident: A
youth allegedly committed
suicide in the district when
his father refused to give

money to buy a motor bike for
him.

The victim Yusuf Al (20)
son of Is e of village Ball{ in
Sadar thana killed himself by
taking insecticide at his resi-
dence recently.

The body was sent to
morgue for autopsy. A case has
been lodged with the local po-
lice.

Report from Fent! says: A

young housewife ol village
Charfpur in Sadar thana al-
legedly committed suicide by
taking poison, police said.

According to family sources,
Ratna Akhter, mother of one
child and wife of Mahbubur
Rahman, was being tortured by
her husband for dowry since
their marriage.

On the fateful day on July
11 when she failed to bring
the dowry money [rom her
poor father her husband be-

" came furous and started beat-

ing her mercilessly. Escaping
from the wrath of her husband
she allegedly took poison, vil-
lagers said.

A case has been filed with
the police and the greedy hus-
band remained absconding
since the incident.

UNB report from Jhenidah
adds: A young man of Matnaza
village in Shailakupa thana al-
legedly committed suicide by
taking pesticides three days af-

ter getting married, police
Nasir (24), son of Nekbar
Ali was married to Kohinoor
Begum (16), daughter of Golam
Rahman against his will.

Crimes on increase in
southern districts

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL, July 24: Crimes
have been increasing in seven
southern districts.

Hijacking, theft, robbery,
toll collection and killing have

| become the regular features in

these districts.

According to law-enforcing
agencies, 114 hijacking and
120 theft have been commit-
ted. These occurrences were
committed during last six
.months in seven districts.
Snatchers snatched away
wealth of Taka six lakh includ-
ing gold ornaments.

During January to June last,
according to the concerned
authority, district-wise snatch-
ing and theflts are: Barisal-
snatching 22 and theft 14,
Jhalakathi-snatching 20 and
theft 12, Bhola- snatching 14
and theft 12, Pirojpur-snatch-

ing 16 and theft 12, Patu-
akhali-snatching 22 and theft
11, Borguna-snatching 9 and
theft 26 and in Bagerhat-11
snatchings were committed.

Our Correspondent adds:
One Alamgir Matabbar (30) re-
portedly a leader of inter-dis-
trict dacoits group was ar-
rested by Madaripur thana po-
lice from Bajitpur village of the
Sadar thana recently,

Acting on a tip, police ar-
rested Alamgir from Bafitpur
and also recovered a revolver
with four rounds of ammuni-
tion from his possession.

Mentionable, he was also
arrested with a cutrifle in con-
nection with a dacoity case in
1983. '

A case has been lodged with
the Kotwali Police Station in

this regard.

Soil fertility on decline

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, July 24: Seil
fertility all over the southern
part of the country has been
decreasing alarmingly.

According to BADC sources,
sofl fertility in the southern
area has been diminished by
20 to 25 per cent during the
last 10 years. As a result, the
production of various crops do
not achieve,

It is learnt that adverse af-
fect of Farakka, change of
weather, use of excessive fer-
tilizers, pesticides 'and un-
planned cultivation are the
main reason behind it

Chemical fertilizers and
pesticides were being used re-
peatedly in cultivating paddy,
jute, wheat, potatoes, vegeta-
bles and other crops.

Allover the southern dis-
tricts, Urea, Phosphate, and
Potash are the common
chemical fertilizers while Sul-
phur and Zinc fertilizers are
also being used in most of the

‘areas, The ratio and combina-

tion of different fertilizers are
not decided as per require-
ment of the land. :

At the same time, strong
pesticides are being repeatedly
applied to contain pest attack
on crops while organic ma-
nures are being seldom used.

The capacity of water sus-
taining of the soil is being
gradually decreased for lack of
suflicient organic elements.
Long lasting drought and
floods are also responsible in
gradual decrease of soil fertil-
ity while repeated cultivation
of the same land is another
factor behind the fertility de-
crease.

it is feared that alarming
decrease in soil fertility is pos-

ing adverse eflect on produc-
tion of crops.

The BADC sources tald this
correspondent farmers should
use adequate organic and
green manures along with the
minimum quantity of chemical
fertilizers and low potential
pesticides in proper combina-
tion while the [aming pattern
should also be changed to
check the decrease of soil
fertility.

Our Correspondent adds:
The 50-beded Satkhira mod-
ernised hospital {s beset with
manifold problems due to lack
of blood bank, shortage of
medicines and absent of ENT
specialist.

According to the sources,
the patients coming from far
flung areas go back without
proper treatment. The emer-

gency patients are seen lying
on the floor of the hospital,

Blue film shows
unabated in

Barguna

BARGUNA, July 24 : Blue
films are being exhibited al-
most reely by video shop own-
ers in dillerent parts of the
district, reports UNB.

A section of dishonest video
owners have arranged mobile
video units and move from
place to place showing ob-
scene fllms on commercial
basis, informed sources said.

Social workers said, the
business has been spreadin
far and wide resulting in

deterioration of the moral

Anti-social activitics have
also been increasing said.

Local leaders m% for
urgent measures to check this
heinous business.

Ten to suffer lifeterm
for killing one

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, July 24: The
Additional District and
Sessions Judge, Sylhet Md

Anwarul Haque recently sen-
tenced ten persons to suller
rigorous imprisonment life
term for killing one and fined
Taka five thousand each in de-
fault to suffer imprisonment
for one year more.

The court also sentenced
them all to suffer rigorous im-
prisonment for two years
more. Both the sentences
would go simuitaneously, the
court ordered.

The prosecution case in
brief is that, one Abdul Haque
of village Dakshin Charia under
Beanibazar thana was killed in
the hands of some armed

at about 8 am on
lm.-tttuﬂndlg-E
of Naya Dobag Bazar,

Rahman, cousin of the victim
registered a case with the po-
lice. After holding an investi

gation, the police submitied
chargesheet against ten per-
sons. The accused persons are
Nazrul Islam, Jakai, Chand AN,
Fakhurl, Azir, Doula Moina (1),
Alam, Shahabuddin and Moina
(2). The court after examining
all the records passed the
aforesaid judgement.

Another report adds: A mi-
nor boy of only four years was
drowned in a pond of their
house. The lnclcmn took place
at village Bilbart under Barchal
union ol Jakiganj thana re-
cently.

According to the reports,
the victim Imaduddin, son of
one Md Uddin went to
have his bath with his mother.



