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Erosion hits 225
families

SIRAJGAN.J, July 24: Some
225 families at six villages of
Kazipur thana were rendered
homeless due to erosion by the
river Jamuna as its water level
started to recede. With the
fresh ones the number of
homeless families in the thana
rose to 3,000 during the cur-
rent rainy season, according to
Water Development Board. The
affected villages are: Khash-
para, Kazipurpara, Beer Singra-
para, Patagram and Bedgari,
reports UNB,

Three shops looted
in Pabna

PABNA, July 24: Burglars
forced open three shops in the
town Thursday midnight and
decamped with s and cash
worth about two lakh taka,
shopowners said. The three
shops at Abdul Hamid Road
were a grocery, a confec-
tionery and a shoe store. Police
today arrested three night
watchmen of the area—Afzal
Hossain (35), Mahbubul Alam
(40) and Mohammad Sadek Ali
(35)— on suspicion of com-
plicity. They were later sent to
jail hajat, reports UNB.

S. Africa bans
Jackson’s video

JOHANNESBURG, July 24:
The government Friday banned
Michael Jackson's “In the
Closet®™ video and the “Use
Your Mluston” double album by
the popular rock band Guns N’
Roses, reports AP.
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Olympic Games
begin today

BARCELONA, July 24: An
archer will send a flaming ar-
row soaring through the air to
light the Olympic flame in a
spectacular start to the
Barcelona Games on Saturday,
reports Reulter

| Barcelona’92 |

Announcement

Today's issue of The Baily
Ster contains a 16-pape tab-
loid 4-Colour Special Supple-
ment on the Barcelona Olym-
pics—al no extra cosl.

— Management

After the showbusiness
razzle of Los Angeles and the
Asian folklore splendour of
Seoul, Spain presents three of
the world's most famous opera
singers as the main act at their
lavish opening ceremony. Jose
Careras cured of leukemia and
certain ol a rapturous welcome
in his home town, will sing
with Placido Domingo and
Montserrat Caballe. They are
backed by 350,000 watts of
amplifier power.

The 55,000-seat stadium is
to be transformed into a mi-
rage of the Mediterranean for a
mock bhattle with Moorish in-
vaders.

With its shimmering blues
and sharp-edged line, the bril-
liant mosaic echoes the work
of Barcelona's most famous ar-
chitect son, Antoni Gaudi.

Giant human towers of
gymnasts, morroring the
colourful festivals of Barcelona,
are to rise in each corner ol
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The {}lymp'i rings are formed by dancers during Thursday's rehearsal for the July 25 opening ceremonies of the 1992
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UN arms inspectors leave Baghdad

US, allies discussing
ultimatum to Iraq

WASHINGTON, July 24: The
United States and its Allies are
discussing an ultimatum to use
military force against Iraq un-
less Baghdad allows UN in-
speclors access to a ministry
believed to house secrets about
Iraq’'s weapons programmes,
US officials said Friday, reports
AP,
The ultimatum— still under
discas=inr - - ¢ 40\d ast-a-doad-
line, perhmps hin days, for
Irag lo back down in the tense
confrontation, officials said.

Earlier, The Washington
Post reported in its Friday
editions that the United

States, Britain and France al-
ready have agreed to call for an
ultimatum, possibly as early as

WASHINGTON, July 24:
President Bush will scrap va-
cation plans and fly to Camp
David tonight to consult with
national security advisers on
the crisis with Iraq, White
House secre rlin
Fitzwajer said. Bj ':riii?nut
Saturfay morningd with his ad-
visers, reports AP.

this weckend.
“We're talking about an ul-
timatum,” one Bush adminis-

tration oflicial said. "The dis-
cussions are underway with
Security Council members and
coalition partners. We're re-

" viewing a number of options,

diplomatic and military.”

In London, a British fcereign
office spokeswoman said she
could not confirm the call for
an ultimatum. The spokeswo-

man said discussion still
EOMgyon amog; 1" | '
Coungil member:

minelwhat the mc et i DS WHTF
be

H:l ultimatum could be is-
sued in the name of the UN
Sce Page 12 Col 5

US warships
in Gulf

ABU DHADI, July 24: A US
amphibious battle group ar-
rived in the Gulfl today to join
American warships carrying
oul Jﬂlﬂl exercises with re-
gional states, report Reuter.

A US navy spokesman said
the arrival of USS Tarawa, an
amphibious helicopter assault
ship, and the three other ves-
scls in its battle group brought
to 24 the number of US war-
ships in the region.

But the spokesman, Lt Rob
Raine, said its arrival was not
related to any increase in ten-
sifon between the United,
States and Iraq over Baghdad's
compliance with the terms of
the Gulf war cease-fire.

the ﬁingdnﬁ today that any
air strike against Iraq was

likely to be launched from US
aircralt carriers.
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6 killed,

60 hurt

in boiler blast

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, July 24: Six

people were killed and an-
other 60 injured, 24 of them
critically, when a boiler of a
rice mill burst at Natunbazar of
Raghunath Thana, three kilo-
metres north of Muktagachha
this afternoon.

Five died on the spot while
another succumbed to his in-
jurfes at the Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital
(MMCH).

All the 24 sexionsly fmjured:
were admitted to the MMEHM.—

O the dead, only AbdUT Aztz
could be identifled. Details of
the accident was not immedi-
ately available.

Our DMCH Correspondent

5

adds : Three people, including
a BDR personnel and a police
constable, were killed in three
separate incidents in the city
Friday.

Angry people nabbed a
young man suspecting him to
be a pickpocket and beat him
to death on the spot at Gabtoli
bus terminal at around 9:30 am
Friday. The victim was about
30 years old.

A case has been registered
with Mirpur poliee in this
connection but no afrest was
made tfll late Friday night.

Mohammad Ali Chowdhu
(40), a Bangladesh Rifles [Bﬂz
personnel, was found dead

Sec Page 12 Col 3
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Discussion on budget in JS

Revise duties to protect
local units: Shawkat

By Staff Correspondent

Mir Shawkat Ali of the rul-
ing Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) yesterday said
agricultural and industrial base
of the country would have to be
expanded to bring economic
liberation of Bangladesh.

Shawkat, participating in
the general discussion on ‘the
national budget in parliament,
further said that the proposed
tariff and duties on items like
CI sheet, cement, newsprint,
table fan, TV, diesel engines,
power tillers should be revised
to protect the local industries.

The session, which began at
6.30 pm with Deputy Speaker
Humayun Khan Panni in the
chair, was a departure from
the usual routine of holiday on
Friday. For the first time in the
history of Parliament in
Bangladesh a session was held
on Friday, yesterday. Earlier,
the Speaker agreed to the re-
quest from the Opposition
bench to hold session even on
Friday so that members could
finish their deliberations on
the budget.

Participating in the discus-
sion for about an hour Shawkat
referred to the existing system
of Bank loans and alle that

the present system bred cor-
ruption. He commented that if
a project was ap by the
Board of Investment it should
get loan without any hin-
drance.

The Treasury bencher fur-
ther pointed out that in
Ban h industries grew up
withgéz?ca.ny cénsideration for
viability or market. To facilitate
further utilisation of the pre-
sent industrial projects he out-
lined the importance of re-
search facilities. Hitting hard
at Opposition criticisms,
Shawkat said that BNP was a
political party commitied to
the land nmlﬂt of the
country for it was thrice
voted to power.

In an oblique reference to
iati:,m Party and Awami League,
1e said that there were parties
who either carried the plough
in a Mercedes Benz car or
tried to pull the boat on dry
lands.

He said that BNP expected
to manage the affairs of the
country for [ive after
which ‘we would sit for the ex-
amination. And il we fail we
would change sides.' '

See Page 12 Col 7

VHP announces suspension
of temple construction

AYODHYA, July 24: A mili-
tant Hindu group today an-
nounced an implicit suspen-
sion of its controversial cam-
paign to bufld a grand temple
which threatens an ancient
mosque here, but said the
shrine ld be constructed

eventually, reports AFP.
The Vis Hindu Parishad
(VIIP) salid the 16-day-old

campaign to ercct a concrete

platform jwould be finished by
Monday, | and added it would

then corhcentrate instead on

building janother temple.
AnotHer report adds, Radi-

cal H

jacent

today crusade would go

us raising a temple ad-
a mosque here said

on, dashing hopes that a way
to end the crisis had been
found in talks between the
militants and New Delhi.

Their warning caused an
uproar in the federal parlia-
ment as MPs shouted for
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao to make a statement on
his overnight talks with lead-
ers of the radical Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHDP).

Thousands ol Hindus con-
tinued pouring cement for the
first phase of the four-part
grand temple, yards from the
heavily-guarded mesque site
and heedlesy of the talks and
a curt ban, witnesses and offi-

cials said.

The six-member VHP re-
turned here Friday from the
talks in New Delhi, saying
construction would continue.

‘The temple construction is
not going to stop but Hindu
saints will meet and take a de-
cision today or tomorrow on
the drive,’ said a Hindu VHP
priest, Paramhans, in this
temple town 700 kilometres
(435 miles) from the capital.

Other VHP activists here
said the decision would only be
on whether to ‘suspend’ the
16-day-old construction drive.

Paramhans said the ‘first
phase’ of the Rao-VHP talks
were ‘satisfactory’ adding that

See Page 12 Col 4

Mona murder case:

Judge Mia taken

on police remand

By Staff Correspondent

Judge Mia who was arrested
in connection with the murder
of Fazlur Rahman Khan Mona
was taken on three-day re-
mand by Kotwali police Friday.

Police yesterday produced
all the four people arrested in
connection with the murder
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's (CMM) Court and
prayed for seven-day police
remand for each, said police.

However, the magistrate
granted only three-day police
remand for Judge Mia for
questioning and ordered to
send the other three arrested
persons to the Dhaka Central
Jail custody.

Three other arrested per-
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Govt decides to slash

export earnings target

By Nazmul Ashraf

The government has de-
cided to slash the export
earnings target by Taka 1,244
crore for the 1991-92 fiscal
year, apparently to project
success in the export sector at
least on paper, official sources
said.

The move came reportedly
after the. failure in achieving
the export earnings target
during the first eleven months
of the fiscal year, sources
added.

The government had an-
nounced a two-year export
policy prior to the 1991-92
fiscal year, envisaging an ex-
port carnings target of Taka
7.744 crore for the first 11

months {July '91-May '92).

In view of an achievement
much helow the stipulated tar-
get, the authorities have
planned to reset it at Taka
6.500 crore to show a surplus
in the target.

After the revision, exporn
earnings exceeded the target
of the first year by Taka 425
crore.

According to sources at the
Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB), export earnt during
the first eleven mon of the
last fiscal uly '91-May '92)
was recorded at Taka 6,180
crore, showing a shortlall of
7.86 per cent against the set

See Page 12 Col 3
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A special cabinet meeting
was held last in the
International Conference
Centre with Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in the
chair and discussed wvartous
economic issues, reports BSS.

The meeting was attended
by the cabinet ministers and
state ministers. Cabinet
Secretary, Principal Secretary
to the Prime Minister and the
concerned secretaries were
present.

Do away with
SSE: AL

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League at a
meeting of its central execu-
tive committee yesterday de-
manded the scrapping of the
Special Security Force [SSF)
bill ‘without further delay.

The meeting, chaired by
the party's acting chiefl and

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Abdus Samad Azad, in a resolu-
tion said that the ‘black’ bill
was nol adopted for the wel-
fare of the state and the peo-
le.
2 It had created a parallel
army by giving the Force's
chief the rank and status of
Army Chiel, the resolution
said

Through the passage of the
bill, the meeting viewed, auto-
crat Ershad's forces had been
turned iInto Khaleda Zia's
forces only changing the title.

Terming the law a ‘black’
one and which was opposed to
the rule of law, humanity, peo-
ple's basic rights and a barrier
in the way of institutionalisi
democracy, the meeting cal
upon the people to unitedly
protest and resist operation of

The SSF bill was passed in
Parlfament {gnoring strong
protests and walk-outs by the
opposition, the meeting said
adding "only an auytocratic gov-

See Page 12 Col 8

High tariff for
raw materials

to cripple local
industries: FBCCI

By Staff Correspondent

The Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) yesterday
published a list of 33 fitems of
imported industrial raw
materials citing them as
"glaring examples of distor-
tions in the tarifl structures in
the 1992-93 budget.”

Presenting a comparative
statement of customs duty and
tariflf value for the previous and
current financial years, the
FBCCI! list showed that the
tarilT value for all 33 items had
been increased. In case of
aluminium hydroxide, the raise
was as high as 617.39 per cent
for one metric ton of the ma-
terial.

The customs duty was in-
creased on some of these
listed items while it was also
reduced in a number of others.

Noting the sharp increases
of tariff values the FBCCI
warned: "as a result of fixation
of unrealistic tarifl value of in-
dustrial raw materials the local
industries will virtually col-
lapse.”

The FBCCI list of imported
items will high tar(l values in-
clude aluminium hydroxide,
manganese dioxide, phenolic
moulding compound, calcfum

See Page 12 Col 4

Next round of
Dhaka-Yangon
talks in Aug

The next round of
Bangladesh-Myanmar DG level
repatriation meeting will be
held at Cox's Bazar next
month, according to an official
source here yesterday, reports
BSS.

The decision was taken al
the 7th meeting of Bangla-
desh-Myanmar DG level
repatriation meeting held at
Maungdow ﬁundnr.

The meeting, held in a cor-
dial atmosphere, made
progress in creating congenial
situation for easing the process
of repatriation of Rohingya
Muslim refugees to Myanmar
SOOMN.

It agreed upon the regular
visits of repaltriation centre
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