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Peaple-oriented: Treasury Bench

Budget meant for urban

people: Opposition

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 19 MPs belonging
to both the Treasury Bench
and the Opposition in Parlia-
ment discussed the proposed
budget for the 1992-'93 fiscal

The Treasury Bench mem-
bers defended the budget say-
ing it was "sympathetic to the
interest of the people” while
the opposition members critl-
cised it for its “indifference to
the people living in the rural
areas.”

Some of the Treasury ben-
chers, however, echoed the
opposition members and ex-

ressed dissatisfaction at the
gtnlnlx Minister's proposal for
withdrawal of subsidy from the
agriculture sector.

The Opposition, participat-
ing in the discussion, was rep-
resented by Awami League,
Bangladesh Communist Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami.

BSS adds: Syed Manzoor
Hossain (BNP-Nababganj) de-
scribed the proposed budget
as ‘people-oriented’ and said it
would help accelerate the pace
of development and create

Foodgrains deficit
12.21 lakh tons

By Staff Correspondent

The present demand for
foodgrains in the country is
182.12 lakh metric tons.

Food Minister M Shamsul
Islam while replying to various
questions in Parllament

Thursday also said that the
country’'s food deficit in 1991-
92 fiscal stood at 12.21 lakh
metric tons and the govern-
ment had planned to cover the
short fall by importing food-
grains with local and foreign
funds.

The country imported about
15.57 lakh metric tons of
foodgrains from 18 countries
till date since July last year, he
said adding that of the total
imports, 15.17 lakh metric
tons were wheat while 39,296
metric tons were rice.

The minister said that the
government could not achieve
the internal food procurement
target of 10.25 lakh metric
tons in 1991-92 because of
crop damage by natural
calamities and increase in the
market price.

more job opportunities in the
country.

Initiating the general dis-
cussion on the budget for the
day, Hossain called for national
consensus on various issues so
that the nation could march
toward progress and prosper-
ty.

The Treasury Bench mem-
ber was critical of the post-in-
dependent period saying the
nation had to pay heavily for
the mistakes it had made by
nationalising the industries.

He suggested to introduce
subsidy on jute to save the jute
sector. He also urged the gov-
ernment to construct the
Jamuna Bridge and bring about
development in all areas of the
country,

Speaking next, Mohammad
Yusuf [CPB-Chittagong) urged
the government to take proper
steps to save the people and
crops from the erosion of the
river Karmnafuli. He alleged that
the cutting of trees in large
number in his area was re-

sponsible for deforesiation.

Shahjahan Chowdhury
(Jamaat-Chittagong) said
although there existed some
elements of dynamism in the
budget, it was meant for 30
percent of the total population
and ignored the interest of
the rest 70 per cent.

He urged the government
to announce a proper import
policy so that the country
would not have to depend en-
tirely on imported goods. He
said it was also important for
the development of industries
in the country.

1.38 cr jobless
youths

The number of unemployed
youth in the county is about
1.38 crore, Labour Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhutyan said in
parliament yesterday, reports
UNB.

Replying to Sharfuddin
Ahmed, he said the govern-
ment has continued its eflforts
to send unemployed youths
abroad.

They are being sent through
the Bangladesh Overseas
Employment Services Ltd and
other recruiting agencies in
the private sectlor, the minis-
ter said.

Nigeria keen to buy
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miwa said that the diplomatic
relations, of nearly 15 years,
between the two countries had
been “very very cordial’.

Nigeria and Bangladesh are
“always on the same side of the
fence” the High Commissioner
said referring to various inter-
national issues.

But one thing is cbvious that
the cordial relationship is only
at the official and top levels

and from my brief interaction
here | have a strong feeling
that the people of the two na-
tions do not know éach other
as they should,” he added.

At the ple's level, he
said, there is very little knowl-
edge about the striking simi-
larities between the two na-
tions. "For example, both na-
tiohs are highly populated,
both are agrarian and have
enormous human and material
resources which by way of joint
ventures and partnerships we
can pool to mutual benefits.”

The Nigerian High Commi-
ssioner pointed out that simi-
larities also exist in the family
structures in both the
countries. "Both the people’s
are very friendly,” he added
"may be we are a little more
extrovert than you but very
friendly all the same.”

One of the gaps in informa-
tion between the two countries
he has noticed is that the in-
ternal structure in Nigeria is
not quite clear to people here,
he pointed out "So, one of my
immediate priorities would be
to fill in this gap in the flow of
information between the two
countries,” he said. -

Noting that both Nigeria
and Bangladesh have recently
adopted liberalised free mar-
ket economic policies with
scopes for 100 per cent for-
eign ownership of industrial
ventures and ‘'uninhibited’
transfer of dividends, he said
"we are an investors heaven
now and from that point of
view the sky is the limit for
strengthening economic coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries”.

High Commissioner Adefe-
miwa called for increasing
cooperation between the two

countries on the framework of
South-South cogperation. "The
psychology of looking north-
wards al every instance musl
be reversed.”

He said that individual en-
trepreneurs and private organ-
isations should be enceuraged
by both governments 1o
"interact vigorously”,

In his meeting with the
representatives of the Fede-
ration of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industries
(FBCCI), he said, he proposed
that the apex business bodies
of both countries should esta-
blish direct contacts imme-
diately.

"A lot can be achieved
through partnerships and joint
ventures in tEe ica.m of eco-
nomic cooperation bc. ..on
the two nations,” he said "but |
would rather leave that to the
entreprencurs as they know
where to put their dollars in.”

He noted that he also made
suggestions during his talks
with the Foreign Office oflicials
to establish standard agree-
ments on culture, education,
economic, scientific and
technical cooperation between
the two friendly countries.
"There is a feeling that we
have not done enough to come
together,” he said.

Asked if there was a possi-
bility in the near future to ex-
change missions between
Nigeria and Bangladesh, High
Commissioner Adefemiwa said
"either way | think the spirit is
willing but the flesh is weak as
given the financial constraints
it would be quite sometime be-
fore we can exchange mis-
sfons”. :

About his first wvisit to
Bangladesh he said "My first
impressions are very positive
as people here are without any
pretensions and everybody is
down to earth”.

Apart from the warm and
cordial greetings conveyed by
President Biswas to Nigerian
President Babangida, he said
the message he would carry
from Bangladesh was "the
warm and fraternal greetings
for the people of Nigeria and
the good news for the business
community keen to establish
their contacts in Bangladesh".
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Malabika Mitra, a noted Indian dancer and Shoma
Momtaz of Bangladesh performing at a function
organised by Katha Kali at national Museum Auditorium

yesterday.

— Star photo

Dhaka-Yangon talks
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Aung.

The meeting discussed dif-
ferent aspects of repatriation
issue including security of the
Rohingyas, return of their
properties, guarantee for all
civil rights of the Rohingyas
including their right to prac-
tise religion, accept service in
government organisation, own
properties, and receive educa-
tion.

The Myanmar side also
agreed to return houses of the
Rohingyas they had left be-
hind.

Myanmar team leader also
informed the meeting that
there was no fresh movement
of troops along its border and
that some immigration de-
partment officials only were

Mona Murder case
From Pape | Col 5
Meanwhile, Dhaka citizens
have expressed their frustra-
tion over the snail pace of the
investigation into the murder.
They believe that the case
should be handed over to the
Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment (CID) for prompt result.
They also expressed their
dismay over the inactive role
played by the police due to
which the hijackers managed
to reach Tongi although the
police were on all point alert
immediately after the incident.

Private company
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sent to the Prime Minister,
Syed Manzur Hossain MP,
"Copordinator” and one Sheikh
Noor-ul-Islam,” [acilitator.”
However, the Foreign Mi-
nister brushed aside existence
of such deal and satd "similar
letter could very well be made
by photocopying.”
"] can say with stress that
7isit was made at the invi-
tation of Bush," he added.

Azam's writ
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Article 3 of the Bangladesh
Citizenship Order, 1972, P.O
149, that the persons speci-
fied below do not qualify them-
sclves to be the citizen of
Bangladesh", said the notifica-
tion.

The defence lawyer submit-
ted that Golam Azam was
stripped of his citizenship un-
der Article 3 of the citizenship
order which said in case of
doubt a person can be disquali-
fied to be a citizen of
Bangladesh but, Article 2
mentioned about notification
in the official gazette, which
was not maintained.

Referring to some judge-
ments of early 1960s of the
Pakistan Supreme Court, Yusuf
said, "if there is any time gap
of any incident, show cause is a
must.” i i

He particularly mention
the judgement of the Pakistan
Supreme Court in a case in
which Zakir Hossain was ex-
pelled from Dhaka University.
The court in its verdict said
that the expulsion without is-
suing any show cause notice
and on the basis of one man's
report was a clear violation of
natural justice.

The case in brief was that
Dhaka University expelled
Zakir Hossain for his involve-
ment in an incident durl.ngh:
convocation attended by t
then Governor of East Pakistan

11-..

_f Monem Khan.

Only one of the 40 member

| committee constituted to in-

vestigate into the matter said
he had seen Zakir Hossain was

| involved in the incident.

He said principle of natural

justice shall be read in every
enactment. Natural justice ap-
plies to judicial, quasi judicial

| and administrative proceed-

ings, he added.

The court was adjourned till

10 am Sunday. .

moving in their border areas.

Bangladesh team handed
over to Myanmar a fresh list of
Rohingyas to be examined and
repaltriated.

Bangladesh team leader
Omar Faruk said that after the
three-hour official level meet-
ing he and members of his
team visited Kainda Bazar area
at Maungdow and that they
found a normal condition
there. They also met the imam
of Maungdow jam-e-masjid,
who told them that there was
nothing wrong at the moment.

In reply to a question Omar
Faruk said that repatriation of
Rohingyas would take place as
soon as they spontaneously
agree to go back.

Eliada
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McCord was school girl who
came to Bangladesh on an edu-
cation tour and became the
"scapegoat” in the case.

She confessed everything to
the police and helped the law
enforcing agencies arrest two
"actual” accused in the case, he
pointed out.

Upon his petition CMM

Shahiduddin Ahmed fixed July

30 as the date to pass the or-
der.

Two arrested accused are
Nigerian citizen Robert Blank-
son and South African national
Goddy Ochundo, now in Dhaka
Central Jail.

McCord was arrested from
Zia International Airport Febr-
uary 25 with three kilograms
of heroin strapped to her
thighs on her way to Zurich,
Switzerland.

Meanwhile, police charges-
heeted five accused in the case
July 14,

starts BBA course
from this year

By Masud Arif

The Institute of Business
Administration (IBA) of the
Dhaka University will intro-
duce a four-year undergraduate
course, styled Bachelor of
Business Administration (BBA)

from the coming session
(1992-93).
Dr. Rahim B Talukder,

Director of the Institute said:
"We are thinking of holding
the admission test for the BBA
course in December this year.”

"We will advertise after an-
nouncement of the Higher
Secondary Certificate (HSC)
examination results this year
(1992)." Dr. Talukder told The
Daily Star.

The first batch would have
provisions for 60 students in a
single section, said the [BA
Director adding that the num-
ber could be increased later.

He said Ythat all the official
proceedings had already been
completed and approved by
the DU Senate in its last meet-
ing.

The IBA Director said that
his institute could conduct the
course with its present
strength of teaching stafl and
added, "We will recruit more
teachers if needed.”

The Director said that the
IBA was working on matters
relating to the curriculum of
the proposed course on the
basis of its avaflable resources.

Students having passed the
HSC or its equivalent would be
eligible for admission but the
authorities were yet to decide
on the minimum requirements
— for example at least a First
Division at the SSC or the HSC

levels.

They would, however, let
the students know about it
through advertisements invit-
ing applications for admission,
Talukder said.

In 1987, the IBA had taken
steps to start the BBA pro-
gramme and invited applica-
tions. About 4,900 forms at Tk.
50 each were sold, but for
some ‘statute matter of the
University, the institute had to
back put. The |IBA is yet to re-
fund the money taken as form
fees. The IBA Director, how-
ever, sald that they were
thinking of how to refund the
fees.

It was alleged that the then
IBA authorities had taken the
initiative without approval of
the concerned DU authorities
like the Academic Council,
Commerce Faculty, the
Syndicate or the Senate.

The Institute since its es-
tablishment in 1966 had
planned several times to in-
troduce this course, the IBA
Director said.

Dr. Talukder believed that if
the course could be started it
would be very helpful for a
large number of students and
would stop their going abroad
for the BBA degree.

He, however, said that the
Institute was advancing day by
day and mentioned that it had
enough factlities tncluding a
well-managed computer net-
work.

Meanwhile, .many students
were enquiring about the pro-

d course every day, IBA of-
ficials said.

Meénon's car rams
Mishuk, 3 injured

By DMCH Correspondent

Three people were hurt
when the Parllament-bound
car of Five-Party Alliance
leader Rashed Khan Menon
MP, rammed a mishuk in the
city Thursday.

The accident took place
near the So n Hotel,

CB Dutta (38) and Sadek
Ahmed (40), the mishuk pas-
sengers, and its driver, Tara
Mia (22), were given first-aid

at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

BCI Chairman
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the directors of BCl. Warrants
of arrest against the directors
were issued by the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate,
Dhaka. -

His arrest came afler he
surrendered before a High
Court division when his balil
petition was moved in the
middle of May last. The High
Court division accepted his
surrender and sent him to
Dhaka Central Jail while his
application for bail had dis-
posed of.

Barrister Rokonuddin Mah-
mud and Advocate Murad Reza
appeared for the petitioner.

Deputy Attorney Gencral

~ Shahabuddin Ahmed appeared

[or the state.

Tk 41.60 cr US
aid to promote
fertilizer use

Bangladesh will recetve Tk
41.60 crore (approximately
10.7 million US dollars) from
the United States in support of
joint efforts to increase fertil-
izer use through improvement
in the distribution system, re-
ports UNB.

An agreement to this eflfect
between the two countries was
signed here yesterday.

Deputy Secretary of the
Economic Relation Division
(ERD) Igbal Uddin Ahmed
Chowdhury and Director US
Agency for International
Development M Kilgour ini-
ttalled the accord on of
their respective governments.

Since 1978 the US has pro-
vided 285 million dollars assis-
tance to Bangladesh for the

| fertilizer distribution pro-

gramimes.

The US, under the new
agreement, will fund technical
assistance to the public and
private sectors from the
International Fertilizer Deve-
lopment Centre.

The programme will also fi-
nance the import of up to
50,000 metric tons of fertil-
izer to help ensure adequate
supplies for the coming grow-
ing season.

Foreign
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Minister, were seen assisting
the Foreign Minister whisper-
ing argument points to him.

The Opposition participants
who outnumbered their rivals
in the Treasury bench 12-4,
based their offensive mainly
on the issues of Rohingya
refugees and what they said
partial solution to the Tin
Bigha corridor problem.

The first Opposition shot on
the Rohingya refugee {ssue was
fired by Awami League member
Tofael Ahmed, later supported
by his party colleagues
Mohammad Nasim, Begum
Motia Chowdhury and Abdur
Razzak, Workers Party's
Rashed Khan Menon and
Ganotantri Party’s Suranfit
Sengupta.

Noting that not a single
refugee had returned home
though their repatriation was
due to start from May 15 un-
der a Bangladesh-Myanmar
agreement, Tofael said "this
would not have happened had
the Foreign Minister taken the
Opposition and the Parliament
into confidence at the begin-
ning of the crisis.”

He alleged that arms were
being sneaked into Cox's
Bazar-Teknaf region where a
quarter of a million relugees
were encamped and said “the
region seems to be turning
into another Afghanistan and
Peshawar.” Tofael had another
allegation when he said the
problem persists, "as the gov-
ernment wanted to pursue a
policy on the basis of a
blueprint prepared by
Pakistan.”

Tofael's fiery speech went
uninterrupted. But his com-
rade Abdur Razzak found him-
self fumbling when Speaker
Shaikh Razzak Ali intervened
when the Awami League mem-
ber made a wild allegation that
a Pakistani Brigadier was pro-
viding training to the
Rohingya refugees.

Speaker: Mr Razzak, you

| must provide evidence in sup-

. leaving

policy under fire

port of your remarks,

Razzak (puzzled): Mr
Speaker sir, 1 have read in a
newspaper that Pakistan's
Defence Secretary visited
Bangladesh secretly recently.

Speaker: Mr Razzak, please
submit a copy ol that newspa-

r or else your remarks will
gfs: expunged from the pro-
ceedinfs. This House cannot
accept any irresponsible ut-

terances.

Razzak agreed.

On the BNP side Shahjahan
Omar, one of the party's four
participants, was of little help
to the Foreign Minister. He
prompted the opposition
members to jeer at him and
the Speaker to ask him to
confine himself to the subject”
when he said "If Sheikh Mujib
could invite Zulfiqur Ali Bhutto
to visit Bangladesh then why
won't Golam Azam be able to
stay in Bangladesh?"

Education Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar was doing a
fine job in defending the gov-
ernment's foreign policy —
based on the principle of
friendship to all and malice to

none — until the Speaker in-
terrupted him for overconsum-

ing his sanctioned time.

Jatiya Party leader Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury did not
appear happy when the
Speaker prevented him from
the House (in the
middle of Education Minister's
speech), signalling to him that
his turn was coming next.

As Chowdhury resumed his
seat he gestured to his next

seat neighbour Shahjahan Siraj
(JSD-Siraf) that he was dying
for a puff.

Lighter aspects apart, the
members discussed sorrie seri-
ous sub focussing mainly
on Bangladesh's relations with
India and- Pakistan.

The Awami League partici-
pants held that Bangladesh's
geiting access te Tin Bigha
corridor was a ure from
the main provision of 1974

Land Boundary Agreement

‘sefze Lhe opportunity

with India.

They said the government
had failed to ensure the provi-
sion of India's leasing of the
corridor to Bangladesh in per-
petuity. They said India had
allowed Bangladesh a limited
use of the corridor while re-
taining its sovereignty over it.

Abdus Samad Azad, who
wound up the opposition line-
up, referred to Begum Zia's
planned Aug 9-11 visit to
Pakistan and said she must
to en-
sure repatriation of 2.5 lakh
Pakistanis stranded In
Bangladesh and sett)e the as-
sets and liabilities issue with
Pakistan.

The opposition members
spoke of the problem in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts and
cdlled for a political solution
to it. They asked the govern-
ment to set up a parliamen-
tary committee to deal with
the problem.

As the clock moved past
2.30 pm with some members
pointing to their stomachs
meaning they were hungry — a
seemingly exhausted Foreign
Minister said in conclusion
that he was disappointed with
the debate.

*l thought I'll learn a lot
from the opposition members.
I have not,” he said.

Defending the presence of
the military in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts he said they were
there to protect the people

from the outlawed
Shantibahini.

Then he related a story of a
man who used to find a lame
excuse to beat his wife. One
day the man, finding no fault
with his wife, pointed to his
dog lying on the ground. Then
the man started beating his
wife, saying why she had failed
to provide the dog with a pil-
low. “The opposition is now
looking for a pillow.” Mostalfiz
said resuming his seat and
sending the entire House ex-
ploding into laughter.

DHAKA FRIDAY JULY 24, 1992

The Midnight Filc

US planes step up flights
to and from Dhahran

JEDDAH, July 23: US warplanes have stepped up their
flights to and from the eastern Saudi Atr Base of Dhahran in

the

past two days, residents reached by telephone told AFP

today. They reported frequent comings and goings by US
fighters and transport planes but did not know what the des-

tinations were.

Curfew imposed in

JAMMU, July 23: Curfew was imposed in Bhadarwah town

from this morning, following

an incident of shoot

in alo

cality of the town last night, resulting in the death of one per-
son. According to the Inspector General of Police, Jammu 8 8
Wazir, one person was seriously injured when militants fired a
few rounds at night from Kila Mohalla in the town. Curfew has

been im

to [actlitate searches to nab militants respon -
sible for the death, reports PTI.

VHP likely to shift

shifted to another area in the
vicinity which was also ac-
quired by the UP government.
The new site is having an
area of 42 acres and is not dis-
puted, the sources said and
added that the kar seva would
be undertaken in the new site
so that the court order was not
violated, VHP sources added.
The Prime Minister assured
the VHP and religious leaders
that once the construction was
stopped, he would initiate a

dialogue with the concerned

parties to resolve the vexed is-
sue

AFP from Ayodhya adds:

' Hundreds of Hindus continued

to bufld a controversial temple
near an ancient mosque here
today ignoring orders by In-
dia's Supreme Court o halt
the explosive project.

An estimated 5,000 Hindu
militants, mostly men, carted
bricks and mortar on their
heads through slush and mud
working for the 15th straight
day to raise a platform they de-
scribed as part of the first
phase of the four-part temple.

Many used donkeys to carry
construction materials to the
site, watched by wary police
through closed-circuit televi-
sion cameras.

Pounding rains in the
morning was replaced by
bright sunshine as the day ad-
vanced Thursday, prompting
many who had taken shelter to
come out to participate in the
project.

Delhi invites Quit
India Movement
veterans from
Bangladesh

By Staff Correspondent

The Indian government has
invited the 1942 Quit India
Movement veterans from
Bangladesh to take part in the
historic event's golden jubilee
celebrations in New Delhi next
month. ,

Two functions — onec at the
Red Fort and the other at India
Gate on August 9 — will mark
the national level commemo-
ration of the popular protest
against the British Raj in 1942,

Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao chairs the
National Committee for the
golden jubilee celebrations.

The Indian High
Commission has written to
‘the Bangladesh authorities re-
questing the latter to locate
participants in the great
movement. New Delhi will
extend formal invitations to

these personages.

Sirajul Alam
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April 7.

The grounds, inter alia
stated "that during the
Liberation War in 1971 Sirajul
Alam Khan was instrumental in
nrganisinﬁ Mujib Bahini
(freedom fighters group cre-
ated after the name of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the first
President of Bangladesh gov-
ernment in exile).

It was further alleged that
he was the mentor for scien-
tific socialism in 1972 and es-
tablished "Gana Bahini" and
"Shaintk Shagstha" (the [or-
mer was an armed wing of the
JSD while the later was an or-
ganisation of the JSD in the
armed forces).

It was also alleged that
during the autocratic regime of
deposed President H.M
Ershad, the detenu used to ad-
vice him behind the screen.

Another ground of deten-
tion was that the detenu was
working in a direction to es-
tablish greater Bangla state in
the subcontinent and thus his
activities were prejudicial to
the interest and sovereignty of
the country and his activities
prejudicial to the interest of
the friendly relationship with
neighbouring countries.

The order of detention was
challenged by Pearu Mohmmad
‘Ferdous Alam Khan, younger
brother of the detenu,
filed a Criminal Miscellaneous
Case under Section 401
(Habeas Corpus) of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code.

Justiee Habibur Rahman
Khan delivered the judgement
while Justice Md. ul Man-
nan concurred with him.

Police patrolled the temple
site, 100 feet (30 metres)
from the adjacent 16th cen-
lury mosgue, as pa
central police force officers
ringed the Islamic shrinec as a
recaution against any in-
ringement by the Hindu
zealots

At least 24 people died
when police fired in 1990 to
quell thousands of Hindus
who tried twice to tear down

the disputed mosque with
thetr bare hands.

VP Singh

The Janata Dal-leader VP
Singh, Thursday called for a
national reconciliation on the
Ayodhya issue and favoured
construction of a temple for
lord Ram in Ayodhya under
the sponsorship of a trast
formed out of collective eflfort.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he said the
Stpreme Court observations
Wednesday had given an
opening for initiating a dia-
logue among the concerned
parties for harmonising three
important aspects of the issue
— upholding the constitution

and the judiciary, protecting
the concern of minoritics re-
garding Babri-Masjid and re-
specting the Hindu sentimenis
of a temple for Ram in Ayod-
hya.

Another reports says, the
Supreme Court yesterday ad-
journed the hearing on the
Ayodhya dispute to July 27 to
enable the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment to explore a political
solution to the impasse on the
ongoing construction of a
structure on the acquired land
around the Ramajanambhoomi-
Babri Masjid complex in viola-
tion of court orders.

Commercial banks
From Page 1 Col 7
States Agency for International
Development (USAID) was now
working on modalities for re-

form in the banking sector.

The two international or-
ganisations are also consider-
ing some propositions on of-
floading of the nationalise
commercial banks (NCBs).

it is also learnt that one of
the propositions is to disinvest
some of the large NCBs to sev-
eral parties on the basis of
branch wise sale.

A branch or a group of
branches may operate as indi-
vidual banks in the country.

Sources say this branch
wise sale is necessary as the
NCBs have huge assets. The
division of branches will make
the offloading smooth.

In yet another move (o
streamline banking the pro-
posal might stipulate that only
those new gnnkl having
branches in village would be
allowed to operate in the
country.

This measure clearly indi-
cates that thc city based
banks have not contributed to
the overall development of the
country’'s economy, sources
said, |

The nt issue Taka
1700 crore bonds at 7.5 m
cent interest last year o
NCBs to off set their staggering
losses. The same amount has
been provided in this liscal
year's budget, sources said.

Termination
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"hearing of some of the cases
were hampered on the day.”

He said that AAG Hosne Ara
submitted her resignation
Wednesday bul that there was
no time to process It

Court sources said that two
terminated Assistant Attorneys
General Obaidur Rahman
Mostofa and Delwar Hossain
were assisting the AG in the
Golam Azam case. The AG re-
tatned Mostofa as his personal
junior during Thursday’'s hear-
ing, the source added.

One of the terminated
Assistant Attorneys General
told The Daily Star by tele-
phone that he received a letter
issued on Wednesday from the

Ministry of Law signed by the
Secretlary

(incharge) Mirza
Asaduzzaman Al l"-n:

When contacted over tele-
phone the Law Secretary said
that most of terminated attor-
neys earller worked with the
five High Court branches out-
side the capital. He did not
elaborate.



