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The most representative Games ever

BERCELONA

BRIEES

B ARCELONA, July 23

{Agencies): Two German
boxes lhavcd their heads to
celebrate their Inclusfon in
the Qlympic team.

Fischer, who gave
up a carefully-cultivated
designer pony tail, and
Markus Beyer had pledged to
reduce their hair to stubble if
they were nominated for the
German team.

Il keep it this way at
least as long as I'm doing
military service,” said
Fischer, who began his army
stint earlier this month.

Samba comes to town

B RAZILIAN fans wearing

green and yellow wigs
and l.humplng samba drums
took over a traffic island at
the entrance of the Athletes’
Village to welcome their
team to the Olympic Games.

In a scene reminiscent of
World Cup soccer tourna-
ments, the fans, joined by a
handful of Brazilian team
members, danced, chanted
and blew whistles.

When good food is bad
ORGET about wind,
currents and racing con-

ditions — Canada's Olympic
yachting team chiel is more
worried his squad's perfor-
mance will sufler because of
overeating.

“The food here is fantastic
but it's dangerous for our
lighter members — they
could put on weight,” Dennis
Toews said.

He said breakfasts at the
athletes’ village offering fruit,
eggs, cereals, yoghurt, cold
meats and bread, and evening
meals finished off with
chocolate ice cream, were
sorely testing slim
boardsailer Murray McCaig.

"Boardsailers have to be as
light as possible and he has
worked hard to keep his
physique; I've watched him
get tears in his eyes as he
looks at all that food,” Toews
added.

Nothing to hide

N exhibitionist strippe

ofl and bared all on \E':;d
nesday as crowds in Valencia
welcomed the Olympic torch
on its way to the Barcelona
Games.

Police said the 28-year-old
man, a habitual offender who
had been caught 13 times be-
fore, was
"exhibitionism and gesticuat-
ing with his genitals.”

He resisted arrest until
being forcibly detained and
taken away for questioning.

They take no chances

B RITISH equestrian offi-
cials, worried about their

horses’ being nobbled, have
flown iIn special food,
including vacuum-packed

"We have to make sure
it's all free from prohibitive
substances because horses
get dop-.- -tested as well as the
riders,” team manager Malc-
olm Wallace said Wednesday.

The team is staying in the

OO‘LmF: Village, unlike many
r equcstrian delegations
who are basing themselves at
the three-day event venue,
one hour outside Barcelona.
“I's important for the
equestirian teams not to be
scen as prima donnas. We are

thrilled to be here and Hving
th: Olympic Village " he

empngindn

as nation of btach—

h"h‘ surfers has suffered a
dent in Barcelona where its
athletes have been barred
from vedong w0 *hC sea next
to the Olympic Village

The team's medical stafl
issued a directive warning
that " The water is consi
dered unsafe for swimming”
and advised competitors to
stick to dry-land activities.

"One of the Canadian girls
saw a refrigerator float past
and someone clse spotled a
table go by,” said Australian
team kesman Jim Webs-
ler. re are also a few
things in there that have
come straight out of the
sCWeTS.

"Our athietes are going to
the beach to play volleyball
instead, visiting bowling

alleys or just sitting around

arrived in bike-crazy Barce-
lona on
himself
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BARCELONA, July
23: Cuban flair,
Ethiopian endur-
ance and the raw
latent talent of a
South African te

am return to the Olympics this
week in the first fully rep-

resentative Games for 22
years, reports Reuter.
The radical reshaping of the

political map since the Seoul
Olympics four years ago has led
to the return of Cuba, Ethiopia
and South Africa.

In addition, the former
Soviet Unfon will compete for
the last ime as a United Team
while Germany field a com-
bined squad for the first time
since the 1964 Tokyo Olym-
pics.

Cuba,who boycotted the two
Olympics, bring a unique brand
of Caribbean excitement to the
boxing competition, headed by
their dynamic heavyweight
Felix Savon.

Savon is the latest in a
stream of distinguished Cuban
champions who have domi-
nated world and Olympic
competition, combining mati-
nee idol looks with a dynamic
right hand.

Cubans won 11 of the 12 ti-
tles at stake in last year's Pan
American Games and they are
set to dominate the Olympic
tournament here with their

blend of artistry and sheer fe-
rocity.

The Cuban preparation has
been typically thorough. The

Sport

boxers have been training in .

Germany and the baseball team
have been practising in Italy
for their first Games since
Moscow in 1980,

One of the enduring memeo-
ries of the 1960s Games is the
vision of Abebe Bikila padding
barefoot through ancient Ro-
man streets to win the mara-

. thon by almost 200 metres.

Bikila, a member of the
Ethiopian ifmperial bodyguard,
was the first black African to
win an Olympic marathon. He
repeated his triumph four
years later to confirm that new
and formidable nation had
emerged on the distant run-
ning scene.

Ethiopia, who also boy-
cotted the last two games,
field Abebe Mekonnen in the
men's marathon and African

~champion Addis Gazzehne in

the women's race. Both are
gold medal chances in an
event where tenacity and the
ability to tolerate heat and
humidity will be essential.
South Africa field a team
hall the size of the all-white
contingent who competed in
Rome with the emphasis on
potential rather than perfor-
mance, :
The years of international
ostracism have left their mark
on South Africa, a nation
where climate, tradition and

Barcelona wins gold in noise

BARCELONA, July
23: The slogans
on the sheets
—— hanging out of
@5  windows near the
R Olympic boxing
venue show what some local
residents think of the Summer
Games, reports Reuter.

"Welcome to the noisy city”,
"Gold medal in noise” and
"Everybody has a right to
sleep” say some,

Residents near the Olympic
venue in the nondescript
working-class suburb of
Badalona say they are being
driven crazy by the din caused
by recently-installed genera-
tors.

The venue and media cen-
tre officially opens on Saturday

e
-‘

when the boxers weigh in and
the draw is made.

Paco Julia, the director of
the venue, said on Wednesday
the noise problem would be
sorted out by the weekend and
soundproofling was being fitted
around the offending genera-
tors.

But the residents remained
in militant mood.

"I'm going to carry on
putting out banners until they
resolve the problem,” said one
angry man.

"It's been going aboul a
month," said Marta, standing
in the hall of her apartment
block next to the Joventual
Badalona basketball club which
s being used for the boxing.

“It's the other f[ace of the

Former gymnastics queen
now just another face

BARCELONA, July

22: The most pr-

olific medal-win-

- ner im. Qlympie

hitstory will be

‘just a face in the

crowd in Barcelona — and for

gymnastics queen Larisa Laty-

nina, Lhe experience will be
bitter-sweet, reports Reuler.

Latynina, who won 18 me-
dals between 1956 and 1964,
will relish every minute of next
week's showdown between CIS
gymnasts Svetlana Bogniskaya
and Tatyana Gutsu and their
American arch-rival Kim
Zmeskal.

But the pleasure will be
tinged with pain as the United
Team of 12 former Soviet re-
publics performs together for
the last time.

"l represented the Soviet
Union for 13 years. We in-
vested so much effort in creat-
ing a strong, United Team,
now this team is breaking up
and personally I'm very sad,”
said Latynina, who arrived in
Spain on Wednesday to watch
the games as a tourist.

Loeking [ar younger than
her 57 years, she recalls the
halcyon days of Soviet sports
with a mixture of pride and
regret.

"We all loved our country
and
personal well-being were the
last thing we thought about. We
believed all that would come
automatically, with time. But it
turned out it didn't come, and

LARISSA LATYNINA ...

we were left with nothing.”

Latynina, a Ukrainian, was
all-round gymrmatics chﬂm fon
in Melbourne in d
Rome i 1960, and bﬂk ﬂ
ond place in Tokyo at her final
appearance in 1964. Nine of
her 18 medals were golds.

Now she worries aboul the
future of sport in the former
Soviet Union as political and
financial problems take their
toll.

"I'm very afraid, there's
such great uncertainty, every-
thing is falling apart, the train-
ers are heading off to all coun-
tries of the world and chil-
dren's sporting schools are
closing down.

“To destroy is very easy. To
build it up again will take years
and years. Many of our people
don’t understand this.”

Latynina believes the wo-
men’'s gymnastics in Barcelona
is too close to call, but makes
clear her own preference for
19-year-old Belarussian
Boginskaya,

"Boginskaya demonstrates
the kind of gymnastics | like
most — femininity, artistry and
beauty,” she said.

Ironically, the flormer
champion's main worry is
getting tickets to watch the
events.

"I'm in a group of tourists
and ['ve no accreditation. |
don't know whether I'll be able
to get to see all the gymnastics
performances,” she said,

. !-

18 Olympic medals

Olympics. It goes on 24 hours
a day. We spoke to them and
they told us we had to put up
with it,” she said.

Marta, who declined to give
her surname, sald some resi-
dents were taking legal action.

- Others had gone away on holi-

day.

Marta said the organising
committee, COOB, 92, had
asked residents to take down
the banners. "They are more
worried about appearances
than our health."”

But she and others remain
undeterred.

"Tonight I will put out an-
other banner,” said Marta, "I
am going to say For rent. Noisy
flats’ "

' Inesday urged Spain to halt its

pure talent have produced |

some celebrated sportsmen.

Controversy continues to !
dog the South Africans«awith |
rows raging over the participa- |

tion of American-born
thrower Tom

javelin

party on Tuesday,

Pieterse, who competed for |
Britain under her maiden |
name of Budd, is not a serious | {

title contender these days and
South Africa’'s main track
hopes rest with the graceful
10,000 metres women's run-
ner Elana Meyer.

The CIS team are expected
to dominate the gymnastics
competition, play a prominent
part in the swimming and in
Ukrainian pole vaulter Sergei
Bubka they possess one of the
world's great sportsmen.

A number of former East
Germans will figure strongly in
the United German team.

*.

Spain urged to
.Stop bullfights

BARCELONA, July 23: An-
ti-bullfighting activists from
‘around the world on Wed-

bloody, trademark sport,
reports Reuter.

The World Society for the
Protection of Animals (WSPA)
collected 2.5 million signa-
tures in 68 countries for a
petition handed in to Bar-
celona’'s Socialist Mayor
Pascual Maragall.

WSPA spokesman Wim J.
de Kok said: "Spain is making
every use of the Olympics to
promote a good image of
itself abroad and yet millions
of people waltching the event
around the world will not
forget the suffering of ant-
mals (n the country's

bullrings.

"We hope the government
will listen to international,
opinion and end this gru-
esome spectacle, Such a mea-
sure would help end Spain's
reputation of having the wo-
rst record of animal cruelty
in Europe.”

Petronoff and |
the non-appearance of Zola |
Pieterse in the main Olympic |

"Marathon Mary'' banks
on maturity

o/

23: During train-

,-“,u ing, US platform
: @ ~° datver Mary Ellen
S Clark gets notes
from her father

that say, "dear Mary Ellen, Are
you having fun? Love, D."

That's Gene Clark's way of
making sure his 29-year-old
daughter keeps her sport in
perspective.

In age and circumstance,
Clark couldn’'t be more differ-
ent than the Olympic gold-
medal favourite, 13-year-old
Fu Mingxia of China.

Clark ts the oldest diver in
the competition; Fu {s the
youngest,

Clark, the youngest of seven
children, draws her strength
and support from her family;
Fu was plucked from her home
and leads an fsolated life in
one of China's elite diving fac-
lories.

"My parents always said if
you're not having fun, it's time
to get out,” said Clark, who has
been diving 22 years. "It's still
a blast ."

Clark's father, a diver for
the University of Pennsylvania,
had open heart surgery July B,
and she still doesn't know if he
and her mother will be able to
make it to Barcelona for the
first and last Olympics in heér
cCarcer.

" want them here,” she
said. "They'll be here in spirit.”

Clark considers the
Olympics her gift to her par-
ents, a payback for all lhnu
phone calls to Newtown
Square, Pa. , 1o ask for money
80 she could pursue her
Olympic dream. They always
came through

Clark gets no funding lrom
the US Olymptic Committee or
diving's national governing
body and was compelled to
sell knives door-to -door to
make ends meet. Now she has
a public relatfons job with
McDonald's as part of the
USOC’'s Olympic Jobs

Opportunity programme.

Fu burst onto the interna-
tional scene in 1990 when she
took first place at the Goodwill
Games. At age 12 she won the
1981 world championship,
but a rule change barred her
from competing with senior
divers the rest of that year.

In the 10 years she's been
competing on the nalional
level, Clark has won just one
national title, in 1987. She
hasn't made a ripple in inter-
national competition and was
12th in springboard and sev-
enth in platform at the 1988
Olympic trials. Doggedly , she
kept training. “We call her
Marathon Mary,” said Reon
O'Brien, who coached Greg
Louganis and has been
with Clark in Fi. Lauderdale,
Fla. for the past two years.

BARCELONA, July -

"She’ll just go and go and go
until she gets done what she
wants to get done. "

“Chark has fearned to accept

the fact that she's downright

geriatric in a sport that's get-
ting increasingly younger.
"Letely, I've been called the

veteran. | used to think that
was negative term,” she said.
"It was like, Youre so old.

Gosh, when are you going to
walk in with a cane and a
wheelchair?' But now | take it
as a positive term — that I'm
experienced and mature.”

Knowing this is the only
Olympics she'll ever have Clark
is ready to enjoy every bit of it,

"Just making this team is a
gold medal for me,” she said.
"I'm just going to soak it up. "

Clark said she and 29-year-
old Ellen Owen, the top plat-
form finisher in the Olympic
trials, will use their age as a
weapon against Fu and her 15-
year-old teammate |, Zhu
Jinhong.

"We're ooing t-, use our ma-
turity 5. like Louganis did in
‘88," she said.

"Fu Mingxi

Wednesday. Fu is the current world champion platform diver.

a of China practises from the 3m p]ntfnrm during a training sessmn in Bar:alunr*

—AFP phntd !

BARCELONA, July
23: The Cold War
may be over but
try telling that to
Kim Zmeskal or
Svetlana Bogins-
kaya, reports Reuter.

The American and the ele-
gant star of what used to be
the Soviet Union plan to fight
it out one last time in the
gymnastcs arena here.

The Soviet women's team
won nine of the last 10
Olympic titles, missing only
1984's in Los Angeles because
ol a boycott.

Bul winning one more, as
the Commonwealth to
Independent States, could
prove much harder for the
products of the old Soviet sys-
tem in what should be the
closest Olympic competition in
decades.

Faced with the break-up of
the Soviet sports infrastruc-
ture and money worries, the
CIS team no longer has the
depth of talent its predecessor
could boast.

Boginskaya is still the most
beautifully elegant gymnast to
watch but, at 19—when most
women have retired "from a
sport dominated by under
16s— when most women have
retired from a sport domi-
nated by under 16s—few would
put their money on her this
time. _

Olympic vault -champion in
Seoul, Boginskaya was stunned
to lose her world all-round ti-
tle to the muscular Zmeskal
last year.

“I think Kim's win in
Indianapolis gave the Russians

. and Romanians a big shock,”

said Zmeskal's trainer Bela
Karolyl, who coached Nadia
Comaneci to Olympic success
in 1976 before defecting from
Romania.

Karolyl, who also coached
1984 Olympic champion Mary
Lou Retton of the US, enjoys

waving American triumph in
the faces of the eastern
Europeans and Dbelieves

- Zmeskal will help him to do it

again in Barcelona

"Of all the girls I have
coached, Kim is the mos* in-
telligent,” he said. "She is nne
of the few who has the .. '
as well as the body, of a true
champion.”

Zmeskal followed up her
Indianapolis triumph by win-
ning two golds at the World

Apparatus Championships in
Paris in April but lost out to
Shannon Miller at the US
Olympic trials last month,
handicapped by a complex
scoring system.

With Betty Okino, the world
asymmetric bars silver medal-
list, also on board, the
Americans have every chance
of beating the CIS in the team
event starting on Sunday.

Hungary's Henrietta Onodi,
world vault champion, and
Romanian Lavinia Milesovici,
who won on the asymmetric
bars, could take some individ-
ual events. CIS head coach
Leonid Arkayev tips his Tatiana
Gutsu, 15, to do well even
though she left Paris empty-
handed.

"She only has to show what
she is capable of doing,
Arkayev said. "If she can pro-
duce it here then her chances
will be better than her oppo-
nents.”

The effects of the Sowviet
disintegration have been far

One last Cold War battle
still remains to be fought

less marked on the men's
team which still boasts a
strength unmatched else-
where.

Soviet men won the team
event, all-round and five appa-
ratus golds in Seoul and are
quite capable of reproducing
that in Barcelona.

"All of them are in very
good jorm,” said Arkayev.

Crigory Misutin, world high
bar champ!nn Igor
Korobchinsky, the floor win-
ner, Vitaly Scherbo, who took
rings and pommel horse gold,
and Alexei Voropaye, who
shared in the parallel bars ti-

tle, make up an impressive’
team. '
But there are those who

nope to upset the CIS in the
individual events.

China's Li Jing, joint world
champion on the parallel bars
and pommel horse, could win
again while South Korea's You
ok-Youl will be vault favourite,
havtng won in Paris.
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