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—AJSEAN at Crossroads

In cop with the challenges in the post-cold
war era, the Assoctation of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) faces a number of interesting

bilities but also some difficult choices. The
wo-day ministerial meeting of the six-nation
ping. just over in Manila, has revealed that
alllance — indeed, the ion as a whole —
can hardly take the future for granted or, for that
matter, assume that the stage is all set for
peaceful economic co-operation, based on reduc-

tion of military expenditures and mutual trust

amor% nations.
In fact, how (o handle new defence equations
has become a major preoccupation of the alliance
that gsoups together economically such powerful
countries as Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia,
Singapore, Brunei and the Philippines. For one
thing, the Russian Foreign Minister, Andrei V.
, now in Manila, has made it clear that his
» would maintain its naval presence at Cam
Ranh Bay in Vietnam, the base, until now, used by
the former Soviet Union. With K insisting
that it would be essentially a peaceful presence,
with none of the countries in the region bein
regarded by Moscow as an adversary, AS
circles have generally welcomed the Russian
move as a
. What has added a new dimension to the
efence issue is the reaflirmation of the Chinese
claim not only over the Spratly Islands but — also
virtually over the whole of the South China Sea.
This claim is in conflict with that of several other
countries of the region, which look upon the
Spratly Islands as their own.

Although China has backed its claim over the
area with an offer of negotiation and joint devel-
opment, the issue remains potentially explostve
enough for some ASEAN members to talk in
terms of a new defence arranﬁement. with none
of them ready to reduce its military budget.

On the economic front, the grouping is ex-
panding in the direction indicated in recent
statements by its leading members. Both Vietnam
and Laos have now acceded to a Treaty of Amity
and Co-operation in Southeast Asia, a move that is
likely to be [ollowed by these two — or perhaps
also Cambodia at a later stage — joining the

ouping as associate or full members. Again,

e two-day ministerial meeting is being followed
by what is called dialogue sessions between
ASEAN members and some of their major eco-
nomic partners, the Untied States, Japan, EEC,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Korea.
Here, we note, with dismay, that no South Asian
country — not even India — figures among the
countries invited for these semi-formal substan-
tive talks. If EEC, as a grouping, can find a place
in this scenario, we see no reason why the SAARC
should be left out. There is. of course, no sugges-
tion that the seven-nation grouping in South Asia
should go out of its way to seek an invitation to
the dialogue session. One day, hopefully in not too
distant future, both sides — ASEAN and SAARC —
should see the need for building bridges.

If ASEAN should do a bit of rethinking on this
issue, it should certainly take a hard look at its
own near-uproductive policy towards Myanmar.
According to the Foreign Minister of Thailand,
Arsa Sarasin, ASEAN rejects any attempt by west-
ern power to persuade the alliance to censure the
military junta in Yangon which has persistently
refused to move out to let a popularly elected
democratic government to take its place. "We
have the Asian way to resolve this problem,” so
said the Thai leader, without explaining what the
so-called Asian way really is. Is it the resurgence
of the people's power as we had seen in the
Philippines six years ago or a recent one wit-
nessed in Thailand ? Sarasin should take a look at
the Asian history again.

Sad Look of the Look-alikes

The so-called "Look-alike" concert has been
cancelled. After its three days' performance at
the Sheraton Hotel in Dhaka, the cultural min-
istry has withdrawn its permission for further
staging of the show. The concert was organised
by a Bangladeshi business group registered in Los
Angeles and consisted of American artistes who
perform as "look-alikes' of their more famous
contemporaries like Madonna and Michael
Jackson.

The banning of the concert b]gr the cultural
ministry raises two questions. First, on what
grounds was the concert closed? Second, was
cancellation the only way to meet whatever ob-
Jjections were raised against the performance? No
attempt has been made by the authorities to ex-
plain the reasons behind the decision. Our guess,
is that the show did not conform to, what the
ministry considers to be, appropriate cultural val-
ues. If that be the case why didn't the ministry
make proper inquiries before granting them
permission to come to Bangladesh? It is not ex-
actly cheap to fly in artistes and their consider-
able load of equipment and stage props from Los
Angeles. Who will now compensate for their loss?
The very fact that the cultural ministry did not
provide any grounds for the cancellation of the
show leaves open the question that maybe the
ministry itself is not clear in its mind, and that
the decision was taken under pressure from a co-
terie. Or that it came from an overzealous oflicial
and now the ministry is just owning it up.

Was there no way to find a compromise solu-
tion to the problem without actually cancelling it?
This is particularly relevant in view of the press
statement by the group that they are ready to
abide by any further guidelines that the authority
would ask for. Between cancelling the show and
allowing it to go on as before, there could have
been several options. It appears that the ministry
didn't bother to examine any. We must realise
that when a government gives a permission, it is
like making a contract, which can be withdrawn
only on very clearly spelt out grounds. Otherwise
the official permission loses its value and the gov-
ermmment its credibility,

There is another aspect that needs to be con-
sidered. As we become more and more inter-
linked and connected with the world, we would
like to see more and more concerts and cultural
and musical shows from different parts of the
‘world. Not all of them will conform to our cultural
norms. It must also be remembered that the
show was being staged. not in any public place,
but inside a Jm':sti ous hotel. Everybody whe
went to attend the function knew what type of
show it would be..

Finally, do we need to be so
tured culture knows what to adopt and what to
reject. No 'big brother' cultural ministry is
needed to guide us in this matter, '
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. ments in developing

peolicy on the assumption that
lack of capital was the
critical constraint to develop-
ment. Henee 1t focused on
preject based landing. Their
concern over macro-economic
policy was limited to insulating
the domestic economy from
external shocks through
import substitution and gene-
ration of surplus in the
agricultural sector for transfer
into the protected industrial
sector. Much faith was placed
on the Government's ability to
direct the development pro-
cess. Aid conditionalities refe-
rred to ect related fssues.

During the 19808 some ma-
jor ¢hanges have taken place
in the global economy — the
most important being the debt
crisis of 1982 which has
severely curtailed the availabil-
ity of external aid. Developing
countries were hit by three
major shocks during the
decade: the global recession of
1979-82, increase in real in-
terest rate and decline in
terms of trade for oil and pri-
mary commodities. Govern-
countries
discovered, almost suddenly
that they do not have enough
money to pay for their imports.
Deficits soared as Govern-
ments unwilling to adjust to
reduced availability of re-
sources, failed to tighten belts.
Bangladesh was quite hard hit
by these shocks and her
macro-economic situation un-
derwent profound changes:
Growth of GDP declined
sharply, budget deficit in-
creased and savings and in-
vestment as a ratio of GDP
declingd.

With the macro-economic
framework in shambles the in-
ternational development agen-
cies started to wonder
whether even the best de-
signed development project
would yield the expected re-
sults. Gradually the focus of
their attention turned from
project related issues to mi-
cro-economic issues, Much of
this had, of course, to do with
sharp fall in availability of aid
money. As Lawrence H Sum-
mers, Chief Economist of the
World Bank, puts it ".....since
there will not be much money
for development over next
decade there had betlter be a
lot of good ideas .......". The
‘good idea' that emerged was
that with resource transfers to
development countries becom-
ing limited, "more bang is ac.
tually more important for de-
velopment than more bucks.”
And, to get more bang, devel-
oping countriecs will have to
stabilise and adjust. With this
perception aid conditionalities
shifted from project related is-
sues to sectorial and macro-
economic issues. And, since
fiscal policy is a basic element
of the macro-economic {rame-
work, taxes and public spend-
ing become the subject of
donor scrutiny. Monelary pol-
icy could not escape attention
because bBorrowing from the

central bank had become a

gl"i:l'trrtd mode of financing
udget deficit

work

Suppose the donors did not
bother about the macro-eco-
nomic [ramework i{.e, about
fiscal policy, monetary policy
and exchange rate “policy;
should countries like
Bangladesh attempt to correct
their macro-economic frame-
work voluntarily? Now, at the
start of the Eighties
Bangladesh experienced a re-
duction in fts real earnings
from exports along with a fall
in aid disbursement in real
terms. In spite of this drop In
resource availability, the Gov
ernment increased, instead of
curtailing, its revenue expen-
ditures. As a result the budget
deficit soared to 11.1 per cent
of GDP in 1982/83 compared
to 9 per cent in 1980/81. This
was clearly unsustainable as it
would have led to rates
of inflation which would have
amounted to an appreciation of
the value of Taka and caused
an increase in the deficit in
the current account of the bal-
ance of payment which would
not be met because the requi-
site foreign exchange would
not be available! Thus, the gov-
ernment would have to reform
its fiscal monetary policy even
if such reform was not a condi-
tion of aild and the aim of such
reform would be to reduce the
pressure on prices through
orderly adjustment of domes-
tic demand to the reduced
level of external resources
available to the country. This is
exactly what has been done
under a standby arrangement
with the IMF in 1985/886 fol-
lowed by a Structural Adjust-
ment Facility (SAF) for
1986 /87 to 1988/89. The
policy package supported by
these facilities aimed at im-
proving the balance of payment
viability by reducing budgetary
deficit and realigning the ex-
ternal value of Taka., The Gulfl
Crisis and economiec shock
posed by natural disasters and
political transition in 1990 and
1991 have required that the
Government continue to re-
main active in the area of
macro-economic stabilization
and, accordingly, the Govern-
ment has agreed to have an
Extended Structural Adjust-
ment Facility from the IMF in
place.

Stabilizing the economy in
the face of reduced availability
of external resources is only
the first step In creating a
condition to get more bang per
development buck. In r.:-rqler to
ensure that stabilization mea-
sures (which are basically ex-
penditure cutting measures)
do not depress growth, it is
necessary that parallel efforts
are undertaken so that the re-
source shortage that necessi-
tated stabilization measures in
the first place is overcome
through the economy's inter-
nal dynamics which can be set
in motion by relying on market
forces. This is the adjustment

to pursue without aid consid-
eration. In this regard the ba-

sic point is that in Bangladesh
economy investment by the

Government amounts to
around half of gross annual In-
vestmenl. Thus, the level and
efliciency of this investment is
a highly significant matter. But,
between 1980/81 and
1990/91 investment by the
Government as a ratio of GDP
declined from 9.4 to 6.1

cent. The reasons behind this
fall were (f) stagnation of do-
mestic resource mobilization,
(1) rapid growth in current
expenditure, (iff) implementa-
tion problems caused by weak
prioritisation of the public in-
vestment p mme. These
problems would need to be
addressed — aid or no aid! And
that would involve fiscal policy
reform, more specifically re-
form of tax policy (to increase
revenue mobilization while
reducing distortions caused by
taxes at the micro level), pri-
oritisation and reduction of
current expenditure so as to
increase the amount of public
savings (excess of govern-
ments current income over
current expenditure) that can
be directed towards invest-
ment and prioritisation of the
investment portiolio to ensure
that scarce resources into
investment with high marginal
return. In fact, if prioritisation
of public expenditure (through
the revenue budget or ADP) is
given very high importance,
each line item of the budget
would need to be examined.
This is precisely what the Gov-
ernment is doing now with
assistance from the World
Bank. One may ask {f the Gov-
ernment would have under-
taken a reform programme
anyway, why seek foreign assis-

tance?
What can the private sector

do in Bangladesh? Agriculture
is our key sector, but it will
not be able to generate the
growth and employment that
can address the country's
poverty problem. Industry of-
fers this potential. But who
would be the consumers for an
expansion of industrial produc-
tion to take place? Bangladesh
will have to look at foreign
markets for them. The Gov-
ernment can't do this! No Gov-
crnment can! What the Gov-
ernment can do is help the
private sector to enter this
market. In fact, here the Gov-
effimerit really will havé to fo-
cus more on undoing than
'doing’ i.e correct its past er-
rors of commission. The Gov-
ernment will have to dismantle
all the controls that under-
mine competition. Thus, the
government's financfal policy
(which determines interest
rate and flow of funds among
alternative uses), exchange
rate policy (which determines
the relative competitiveness of

traded commodities and ser-
vices vis-a-vis non traded
goods), industrial and com-
mercial policy (which deter-
mines efliciency of invest-
ment] all have to be reformed.
Iin Bangladesh such reform
mecasures have been imple-
mented or are under imple-
mentation with assistance
from several donors.

Why can't reform measures
be implemented without ex-
ternal assistance? The answer
is simple. The reform mea-
sures aim at repositioning the
economy s productive capacity
to global prices. This reposi-
tioning and the expected sup-
ply response take time, but, in
the meanwhile, the reform
measure put a pressure on the
balance of payments. External
ald helps to withstand this
pressure and continue with
the reform. Aid also helps the
Government to address the so-
ctal cost of reform.

Broad Consensus

Even though Governments
in developing countries agree
that stabilisation, adjustment
and policy reforms are needed
and there s board consensus
between aid recipients and aid
donors about board aspects of
reform measures, negotiation
of aid package to support re-
form usually involve various
degree of [riction. The friction
originate from difference of
views about the sequence and
pace of reforms. Multilateral
institutions usually tend to
gloss over the difference in
economic, social, cultural and
political characteristics of re-
cipient countries and try to
force Governments to accept
proforma type of reform pack-
ages. Sovereignty considera-
tions make acceptance of such
reform packages difficult. For
example, a condition of the
agricultural liberalization pack-
age under discretion in late
1990 and early 1991 stipu-
lated that the government
withdraw all subsidy on fertil-
izer. The Government, how-
ever, felt that in view of de-
pressed conditions in the agri-
cultural sector this would not
be the right thing to do. Here
the difference between the
government and the donor was
not with regard to the merit of
subsidy withdrawal, it was with
regard to timing.

Fiscal policy in the early
1980s was dominated by fi-
nancial stabflization objectives.
Between 1982/83 and
1985/86 the [ocus was on re-
ducing budget deficit from
11.2 per cent to 7.6 per cent

“of GDP. This was achicved

through cutting back expendi-
ture out of the budget on ac-
count of fertilizer subsidy, re-
duction in subsidy through ra-
tion system, restrain in size of
the civil service by imposing a
ban on recruitment and reduc-
tion of the Annual Develop-
ment Programme. By 1986
subsidies on fertilizers had all

"but vanished. Subsidized dis-

tribution of food grains

- with respec

1980s the
coverage of budgetary reform
extended to revenue mecasures
These measures included
changes in the coverage and
rate of taxes, introduction of
new taxes and | nts
in 1987/8B8 and 198B/89 un-
der an Industrial Sector Ad-
justment Credit from the
World Bank. A system of tax
rebates on import of interme-
diate goods were introduced
Cost recovery was imple-
mented for public services in
clectricity, transport, commu-
nication, education and health
sectors. Tax administration
was further st .

Towards the end of the
19808 and the start of the
19908 the focus shifted to re-
form of the indireet tax sys-
tem, structure of recurrent
expenditure, public tnvest-
ment and claims of public en-
terprises in the budget. These
reform measures commenced
in the context of an agreement
with the International Mone-
tary Fund to increase mobiliza-
tion of revenue by 0.5 per cent
of GDP in each of the three
years between 1990/91,
1991 /92 and 1992/93. re-
striction of growth of current
expenditure to less than nom-
inal growth of GDP and in-
crease of public investment in
real terms. Following the
agreement the government
introduced a Value Added Tax
(VAT) in 1991/92 which was
the centerpiece of the tax re-
form programme. Measures for
further reform of the direct
tax system was also initiated.
In the area of nal income
taxation the 1991/92 budget
included measures for inclu-
sion for entertainment al-
lowances in the personal in-
come tax base, introduction of
a lower ceiling of the extent to
which investment in approved
assects could be deducted from
the tax base and an introduc-
tion of a withholding tax on
dividends.

Resource for ADP

The Government's tight
control on current expendi-
ture continued into 1991 /92.
The objective of this control
was io increase the amount of
resources available for the ADP.
The 1991/92 budget incorpo-
rated reduction in subsidies
for food (excluding targeted
programme for the poor), jute,
and interest rate on selected
lending categories (fellowing
agreement with the World
Bank under a Financial Sector
Adjustment Credit). The seri-
ousness of the Government
t to control of cur-
rent expenditure was demop-
strated when the Government
accommodated the unantici-
pated increase in wage bill by
Tk 390 crore, by reduction in
expenditure on the other
heads and additional revenue
measures. As a result of the
revenue enhancement and ex-
penditure control measures
the budget generated a surplus
of Tk 1617 crores so that, un-
like the preceding years, avail-
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vestment programme

In 1992-93 the budget has
received cicar and explict
recognition as a tool for stroc-
tural adjustment. In his budget
;:::th the Finance Minister

very carndidly recognized
the linkage between aid con-
ditionalities and policy reform
for structural adjustment. At
the same time he has emphat-
ically rejected the notion that
policy reform measures which
have emerged out of the dia-
logue between the Government
and the development partners
are harmful te the eountry’s
cconomic interest: “The strue-
tural weaknesses of our econ-
omy that resulted in wastage
and inefficient use of resource
have to be removed as a condi-
tion for getting foreign assis-
tance. Structural adjustments
in the economy are needed In
our own interest as they will
improve our competitivenecss
in terms of productivity and
skill.

The basic thrust of the
1992-93 budget is to build
upon the success of the stabi-
lization measures thal were
implemented in the preceding
year. Thus, it goes beyond the
historical preoccupation with
increasing the Government's
revenue earning to balance In-
creases in government expen-
diture and gives attention to an
incentive [ramework that will

contribute to exportied growth
of the Bangladesh economy. In
this budget the major fiscal
measures are the result of
consideration of not only rev-
enue eflect but alse of thetr ef-
fect on incentives for

For example, it recognized
that in the past, import duty
siructure has been shaped
mostly on the basis of revenue
considerations and to the ne-

glect of their negative eflects
in the form of encouragement
to rent secking acttvities, anti-
export bias and increase n
smuggling. Accordingly, the
import duty structure has been
reformed extensively by reduc-
ing high duty rates and their
numbers, limiting the scope of
exemptions and their rates,
and simplifying valuation and
duty collection procedures.
Similarly, in the area of in-
come taxation, revenue con-
sideration has been addressed
by broadening the tax base
while tax rates have been re-
duced to reduce the negative
effect on incentives. These are
only two of such exam-

les of the way in which the

udget for the current fiscal
year is almed at repositioning
Bangladesh economy's produc-
tive capacity so that the coun-
try can take advantage of the
global market.

The author, a senior ciwvil
Sernvirnd, 1s curren dy the Secretary,
External Resources Diuvision (ERD).
Earlter, he served as Secretary,
Shipping, and Secretary, Planning.
e was also President of Inter
national Maritime Organi-sation,
Secretary to ESCAP Commission

‘and Alternate Governor of the

World HBank and the Asian

through statutory rationing was ability of local Taka resources Development Bank.

Democracy and Development in South Asia : The Challenge of Sustainability - II

HE guiding principles of

I new development stra-

tegies which would
promote real development
urge the avoidance of ‘seven
deadly sins’, which have been
identified on the basis of
experience gathered over the
last four decades : (1)
Development without infras-
tructure; (2] Development
without participation; (3) De-
velopment without women; (4)
Development without envi-
ronment; (5) Development
without the poor; (6) Deve-
lopment without the "doable”,
and (7) Development without
mobilisation.

There is thus growing
awareness around the world of
the integral link between hu-
man centered development,
human rights, people's partic-
ipation and democracy. The
African Charter for Peoplc's
Participation in Development
and Transformation (1990)
recognises that the crisis en-
gulfing Africa is "not only an
economic crisis but also a hu-
man, legal, political and social
crisis.” It acknowledges that
this is the result in many in-
stances of over centralisation
of power and of impediments
to the effective participation of
the overwhelming majority of
the people in social, political
and economic development."
The Charter re-affirms that
popular participation is "in
essence the empowerment of

- g o

the people to effectively in-
volve themselves in creating
the structures and in design-
ing policies and programmes
that serve the interest of all as
well as to effectively contribute
to the development process
and share equitably in its
benefits., Therefore, there
must be an opening up of polit-
ical processes to accommodate
freedom of opinions, tolerate
differences, accept consensus
on issues as well as ensure the
eflective participation of the
people and their organizations
and associations. This requires
action on the part of all, first
and foremost of the
themselves. But equally impor-
tant are the actions of the state
and the internatfonal commu-
nity to ereate the necessary
conditions for such an empow-

erment and to facilitate eflec- .

tive popular participation in
social and economic life, This
requires that the political sys-
tem evolve to allow for democ-
racy and full participation by
all sections of our socfeties.”
The Manila Declaration on
People's Participation and
Sustainable Development
(1984) emphasises that
"sustainable human communi-
ties can be achieved only

through a people centred de-

velopment” and declares that :
"A people-centred develop-
ment seeks to return control
over resources to, the people
and their communities, to be

people.

by Kamal Hossain

used in meeting their own
nceds. This creates incentives
for the reasonable stewardship
of resources that is essential to
sustainability.

"A people-centred devel-
opment seeks to broaden
political participation, building
from abase of strong people's
organisations and participatory
local government. It seeks the
opportunity for the people to
obtain a secure livelihood
based on the intensive, yet
sustainable, use of renewable
resources. It builds from the
values and cultures of the
people. Political and economic
democracy are its corner-
stone.”

To turn from global experi-
ence and its evaluation to locus
on these i{ssues in the context
of our own SAARC region of
South Asia: a review of four
decades of our experience, in-
clhuding successes and failures
since 1947 would provide
ample evidence to cébrroborate
the broad propositions which
have been yielded by a review
of evidence from other re-
gions,

The situation today does not
provide grounds for compla-
cency. South Asia still contains
the majority of the world's
‘absolute poor', and most of its
children are being born into

growth, and early death are
still common. More than one-
third of all the world's child
deaths occur in just three of
the South Asian countries —
Bangladesh, I[India and
Pakistan. OF these, deaths
from vaccine preventable dis-
ease accounts annually for over
1.5 million children. Over 50
million children are under-
nourished, despite the region's
food surplus. Yet imr a number
of our countries, expenditures
on health and education as a
percentage of total govern-
ment expenditures have been
declining, while military ex-
penditures have been increas-
ing.

The strategy of develop-
ment which is needed calls [or
a greater degree of regional
cooperation than political real-
ities. Unresolved issues and
ethnic and sectarian conflicts
have vitiated the political cli-
mate. Political tensions have
contributed to growth of mili-
tary expenditures to unaccept-
able levels. In some of our so-
cieties, it has critically con-
tributed to the breakdown of
democracy and the emergence
of authoritarian structures. In
others, it continues to divert
resources away from priority
areas ol social and economic

Kindergarten school -
Sir, Of late we have noticed

hundreds. of kindergarten

schools have been opened at

different places ol Dhaka. The
parents who desire Lo get their

" children better educated are

getting them admitted in
these schools. Some of the
parents are preferring to get
their children educated in
English medium. But most of
the English medium kinder-
garten schools do not have
good English knowing teagh-
ers. Some of the schools are

e ——— s Wi ——t
e I e———— e

C I " - aw Fa EF N T W T

7 - &
o L L ] - - L

being run by Spoken English
passed teachers. Many of the
Spoken English passed teach-

ers are not well aware of
grammar. As a result, the stu-
dents who are learning from
these type of teachers are not
gaining stréng foundation.
Besides, some of the schools
are charging very high rate of
fees, but not providing any fa-
cilities like playground, enter-
tainment ete. This is also re-
tarding the mental faculty of
the children. Some of the
promoters are taking loans and
donations from the parents on

the plea of funding the schools.
We need to open many
schools to meet the increasing
demand ol education.
there must be a set rule to run
the schools, as many of the
promoters are running the
school on commercial basis
and many of them have taken
it as profession. The authority
should look inte the matter
and should send inspecting of-
flicials to every scheool of this
Ly pe.
Mahbubul Fuque Chowdhury
DGM, Sonali Bank Heagd Office,
Dhaka .

But

communities where illiteracy, development.
preventable disease, poor This is why our efforts
o s . : : - i ]
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Newsprint

Sir, We are concerned to
note that the price of
newsprint has been increased

Tk 698 per metric ton with
effect from July 1, 1992. New-
sprint is not only consumed by
the newspaper industry but
book industry as well. Students

also use newsprint for
acadentic purpeses.

We would strongly call upon
the government not to in-
crease the price of newsprint.
M Zahidul Haque
Asstt Prof, BAC, Dhaka.

should be directed to improv-

ing the political environment
in our region. We should move
our governments to attach
high priority, if this is not al-
ready being done, to a resolu-
tion of outstanding issues and
removal of sources of tension.
Ethnic conflicts and revival of
fundamentalist tendencies in
some of our societies not only
threaten political stability, but,
by their very nature, also have
a negative impact on relations
between countries. This is why
high priority needs to be given
without our countries to re-
solve ethnic conflicts and to
contain the growth of funda-

. mentalism.

These efforts towards
building an environment lor
regional cooperation are
premised on the conviction
that such an environment
would open up enor nous pos-
sibilities for all-round coopera-
tion, Cooperation in generating
the technologies of the future
in shared R&D and the devel-
opment of South Asian centres
of excellence must be an inte-
gral part of the survival strate-
gies for the future.
Development common strate-
gies on global and regional is-
sues will enable us to secure
our goals, national and re-
gional, more effectively.
Coordinated development
strategies will help us to opti-
mise the use of resources and
more effectively serve the
shared goals of development
for the benefit of all our peo-
ple.

The challenges that face us
and the possibilities that exist
are well encapsulated in a re-
cent study entitled, Waters of
Hope, by George Verghese :
"The glaring contradiction of
the largest concentration of
the world's most poor unable
to garner the bounty of one of
the world's richest natural re-
sources regions in which they
ltve is an indictment that can
no longer be evaded. Not a Iit-
tle has been achieved over the

past 40 years. But not enough.
Polftical stability and the social
fabric are threalened as popu-

T'he Strategy Calls for a Greater Degree of Regional Cooperation

lations multiply and justly de-
mand equity and opportunity.”

While there are many posi-
tive achifevements and suc-
cesses to be recorded, signifi-
cant progress in science and
technology and in industrial
and agricultural production in
some of the countries, and im-
pressive reduction of illiteracy
in some others, there remains
a clecar and urgent need for a
shared review and evaluation of
our experience in order to
meet the challenges of the fu-
ture.

Three specific recommen-
dations could be urged keep-
ing in view the experience of
other regions and our own
South Asian reality:

(1) All countries of the re-
gion could be urged to adopt
integrated approaches to the
promotion of civil and political
richts and economic, social
and cultural rights. Those
countries which have not yet
become parties to the interna-
tional Covenants on Human
Rights could be urged to be-
come parties.

[2) The countries of the re-
gion could at the regional level
promote exchange of experi-
ence and evaluations of the ex-
perience in promoting the im-
plementation of human rights
and formulating strategies
aimed at achieving sustainable
development.

(3) If we really want to
change hardened attitudes and
old approaches, it is individu-
als, people in every country, in
every society, who have to be-
come more active, The key lies
in empowering people and
impelling them s politi-
cal activism. We have to do
more consensus building
among like minded le in
each of our countries con-
fidence buflding In our region
so that the forces for change
may come together., We need
to do more coalition-building
of those who stand for m
throughout South Asia,
helping them to become an
effective force for sustaining
both democracy and develop-

o Concluded.



