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Taking the floor next,
Fazlur Rahman Patal, State
Minister for Communications
and a BNP leader, said that ft
was for the Treasury
bench that the JP leader was
trying to teach it democratic
behaviour.

1t was not only BNP but
also the suffering masses of the
country that had termed the
Ershad regime autocratic’' the
BNP leader said adding 'the JP
leadership should also beg
pardon for the misdeeds it
committed against the people
during nine years of its rule.’

Referring to the speech of
Mohammad Nasim of the AL ip
Parllament the day before, the
Minister said that the BNP
strongly believed that it had
not come to day in power for-
ever. He further said that the
opposition must not forget that
it was the BNP that rescued
the country from the one-party
autocratic rule by introducing
multi-party democracy. Again
it was the BNP that switched
over to a parliamentary
democracy from the presiden-
tial one introduced by the AL.

The BNP leader admitted
that the law and order had
deterforated, but that there
were deliberate efforts to tar-
nish the image of the demo-
cratically elected government
by encou terrorism.

Referring to the Nirmul
Committee movement led by
Jahanara Imam, the BNP min-
ister said, being a freedom
fighter | really understand
Mrs Imam's state of mind
caused by the loss of the life of
her son in the Liberation War'.
‘But it surprises me why this
respectable mother was silent
during the last 20 ycars?
Fazlur Rahman said adding,
‘She has started demanding
trial of Golam Azam only to
embarrass the democratic
government.’

The Minister however told
the House that the government
would implement any verdict
of the Court on Golam Azam
within six hours of the time it
was )

BSS adds: Participating in
the discussion Sajeda
Chowdhury, General Secretary
of the AL, said that no demo-
cratic government had any
right to cling to power if it
failed to protect the lives and
property of the people and
bufld up a system of account-
ability of its actions.

She said that as in the past,
her party would continue to
uphold the interest of Lhe
commonman. ~We will extend
support to pro-people steps of
the government, but will op-
pose its anti-people role®, she
said.

In this context, she de-
manded repeal of the Special
Powers Act and the Indemnity
Ordinance. She also demanded
autonomy to radio and televi-
sion to uphold the Declaration
of the three alliances.

" The AL member was highly
critical of what she described

"politicalisation of the admin-
istration and patronisation of

terrorism” by the government
and said that such anti-demo-
eratic behaviour not only ex-
posed governmentl's ‘wan-
tonness’, but also aflected the
flourishment of democracy.
She expressed concern at the
‘unholy alliance’ of the BNP
and the Jamaat in a move to
curtail pro-independence
forces and expressed appre-
hension that such moves
might push the nation toward

a civil war.
Earlier, BSS adds, initiating

budget discussion, Treasury
Bench member from Tangail
Khondakar Abu Taher thanked
the Finance Minister for pre-
senting a pragmatic budget in
the house.

However, he criticised the
proposal for reduction of duty
and tax on diesel car and

; this measure was
‘suicidal’. He also criticised
Bangladesh Petroleum

Corporation terming it as a
‘white elephant.’

Speaki next, M Mizanur
Rahman Manu (AL-Dinajpur)
said this year’s budget lacks

g:litlt:al commitment. The
dget does not give any direc-
tion for solving the problems
of the toiling masses, he said.

Manu urged the govern-
ment to make the Dinajpur
government college into a uni-
versity college.

Khondakar Amirul Islam
(Hira Mia) of the Treasury
Bench from Mymensingh ur-
ged the opposition members
not to oppose the budget
merely for the sake of ;Tpﬂﬂ-
tion. Hira Mia also called upon
the government to make
Mymensingh a divisfon.

Moulana M Sakhawat Ho-
ssain (Jamaat-Jessore) said
discussion on the budget after
the passage of the finance bill
was nothing but mere formali-
ties.

-

He observed that this
‘bureaucratic budget’ would
have no positive impact on the
country’s economy.

Dr AKM Kamaruzzaman
(BNP-Comilla) urged the gov-
ermment to set up more men-
tal hospitals in the country. He
also called for more employ-
ment of the doctors.

He urged the government
for setting up an Agricultural
Untversity in Comilla.

Treasury Bench member
Saiful Azam said the Finance
Minister had placed the best
and most pragmatic budget
this year since after indepen-
dence. He urged all the mem-
bers of the house to cooperate
with the government in im-
plementing the budgetary pro-
posals in the greater interest
ol the nation.

Azam said ‘A very small but
very powerful group of bureau-
crats’ was trying to obstruct
the smooth implementation of
the national budget. He urged
the government to i{dentify
those "harmiul few bureau-
crats’ for the sake of the wel-
fare of the people of the coun-

try.

Awami League member
Sheikh Harunur Rashid criti-
cized the budget and said it

was taflored to suit the inter-
est of the industrialists and af-
fluent people at the advise of
the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund.
He demanded still higher allo-
cations in the agriculture and
education sectors.

Participating in the budget
discussion, Tréasury Bench
member Mrs Bani Ashral
lauded the various measures
taken in the natfonal budget
and said this most pro-people,
welfare-oriented and prag-
matic budget would lead the
country on to the path of pres-
perity, progress and devclop-
ment.

Colonel [Retd) Shwakat Ali
(AL-Shariatpur) said the
Finance Minister appeared
more keen for macro economy
but he wondered how such an
economy was possible with-

out developing micro economy. |

Ile called for development
of the micro economy for
eventual approach to macro
economy as a realistic basis of
the state of economy for a
country like ours.

Awami League member
Sharifuddin Ahmed took the
floor to partictpate in the bud-
get discussion as the house re-
sumed its afternoon sitting at
3.22 with Speaker Shaikh
Razzaque Ali in the chair.

Ahmed alleged that the
budget was framed undcr the
directives of the dondr coun-
tries.

Syed Ohidul Alam of the
Treasury Bench said the so-
clo-economic condition of the
country was truely reflected in
the proposed budget. The bud-
get gives a correct guldeline

for optimum use of the foreign
aid, he said.

Awami League member
Mesbahuddin Khan urged the
Finance Minister for taking
measures (0 encourage export.
He alleged that no provision
was made in the budget for
ameliorating the lot of the
common ple. He demanded
publication of the list of the
persons who got loan exemp-
tion.

Joynal Hazari
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Party leaders were not
‘effectively insisting’ on
Mustalfiz's release, Hazarl said
adding, since he {s my friend, |
shall abstain from attending

the proceedings of the House |

for three days to register my
protest against the absence of
Mustafiz in Parliament.’

Hazari, however, forgot that
under the parliamentary sys-
tem, he could not announce
any decision on abstention
from the House in his individ-
ual capacity as an MP.

Discussing on the proposed |

budget, Hazari was critical
about the government for it's
delay in giving permission to
import tax-free cars for par-
llament members,

He said it was surprising
that with bill concerning the
fmport of tax-free cars for MPs
having been passed in
Parliament, the government
was yet to permit them to im-
port the cars.

He observed that the gov-
ernment should also provide
the money required for pur-
chasing the cars. He also felt
that the MPs should get spare
parts and fuel oil free of cost.

The AL MP did not forget to
demand of the government to
pay the MPs allowances for the
drivers of the tax-free cars.

Bangladesh Chhatra Union, DU unit brought out a procession in the eity yesterday to mark its annual conference 92.
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Public Accounts
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8 last year under the provi-
sions of Article 233 of the
Rules of Procedure. This is one
of the highest Committees hav-
ing constitutional sanction.

Headed by LK Siddiqui and
comprising 14 other mem-
bers, the Committee submitted
its first report to the House in
February. In {ts second report
the Committee observed that
in most cases the statements
of expenditures by depart-
ments differed with actual ex-
penditures. In addition, the
respeclive ministries quite
often, failed to surrender the
unspent money and did not
regularise the extra spending
by reallocating those in the
supplementary budget. This
led to indiscipline in public
spending, the committee ob-
served.

Theé Committee further ob-
served that the present audit
system was not adeguate to
take the load created by huge
development expenditure in
the public sector since the in-
dependence of the country.

There was, according to the
report of the Committee, no
scope to have a complcte eval-
uation of public spending un-
der the existing traditional au-
diting system. The Committee
felt that a comprehensive au-
diting system should be intro-
duced.

To prepare the second re-
port, the Committee reviewed
the performances of the Min-
istry of Food, Ministry of
Communications (Rly), Min-
istry of Defence [Cantonment
Boards), Ministry of Foreign
AfTairs and Ministry of Ship-
ping (Chittagong Port Author-
ity BIWTC).

eviewing the perfor-
mances of the Railway, the
Committee felt that losses suf-
fered by this organization was
having a crippling effect and
suggested physical verification
and evaluation ol the existing
situation to find solutions. The
Committee reports says that in
the absence of a check and
balance system, the Railway
Division goes on spending
without any consideration for
budget allocation. Besides, the
Bangladesh Bank cannot dis-
honour any cheque of the
Railway Division because of a
system called ‘freedom’ given
to some department since
long,

Referring to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs the Committee
obscrved that there was a lack
of initiative in settling the au-
dit objections raised about ex-
pensés incurred by our mis-
sfons abroad. The Committee
also observed that in missions
abroad the exchange rate was
not followed and, in some
cases, more money as salary
and allowances was given than
what was mentioned in the
pay-slip.

The Committee further ob-
served that in most cases the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs did
not take adequate measures o
recover the money drawn in an
irregular way,

For retovering the cost of
repatriation, the Commiltee
has suggested joint efforts by
the Ministry of Foreign Aflairs
and Ministry of llome Alfairs.

2 chopped to
death 1n

Barguna

BARGUNA, July 22: Two
pcople were chopped to death
near their home in village Gab-
tali of Betagi thana in Barguna
district yesterday. They were
kidnapped on Monday night,
family sources said, reports
UNB.

The bodies of Sohera Be-
gum (50) and Kalu Miah (60)
were recovered from near
their house. Sohera was the
wife of Rajab Ali, an alleged
terrorist of the area, while
Kalu Miah was Rajab’s brother.

The kidnappers, members
of another terrorist group
headed by Kanchan, attacked
the house of Rajab Al on Mon-
day night and killed one per-
son, injured another and took
two others with them.

i

Accord with Pak team to
boost private sector trade

Federation of DBangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) and Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) yesterday signed an
agreement on economic and
commercial cooperation to fos-
ter mutually beneficial relati-
onship among the private sce-
tors of the two countries, re-
ports [3SS.

The agreement, the second
such between the apex bodies
of private sectors of Bang
ladesh and Pakistan, in reality
is the renewal of the [irst one
signed here in 1984, The [ive-
year long first agreement ex-
pired in 1989,

Mahbubur Rahman, Presi-
dent, FBCCI, and Mian Habib
Ullah, President, FPCCI| singed
the agreement at FBCC] Bhavan
in presence of leading busi-
nessmen and members of Pa-
kistani trade delegation. SH
Khil{f, Commercial Secretary
of the Pakistan Embassy was
also present.

The signing came on the
concluding day of the five-day
visit of 19-member FPCC] dcl-

tion. During their stay here,
.I;f;klct hnldl%:g dlmtzrn:hh.l

with their counterparts, the
delegation wvisited Chittagong
and met a number of minis-
lers.

While recognising the long
historic relatfons and immense
possibilitics of improving eco-
nomic and commercial ties
between the two countrics, the
two sides were of the view that
economic and trade relations
have to be forged within the
framework of the law and
regulations of both the
countries.

Before signing the accord,
Mahbubur Rahman renewed
FBCCI's pledge and determina-
tion to fulfil the obligation
stated in the agreement and
also to work for mutual benefit.
The agreement would act as an
'instrument’ for both the fed-
eration to march ahead.

Reciprocating the senti-
ment, the leader of the Pa-
kistani delegation and Presi-
dent of FPCCI Habibullah ex-
pressed his happiness at the
renewal of the accord. He as-
sured his organization's full
cooperation for upholding the
spirit contained in the agree-
ment. “The agreement will be
turned into practical shape,”

- he firmly stated.

— Star photo

BCU confce opens

Call to resist
anti-liberation

forces
By DU Correspondent

The inaugural ceremony of
the two-day annual conference
of the Bangladesh Chhatra
Union (BCU), Dhaka University
Unit, was held yesterday
morning.

The lunction began through
the hoisting of the national and
organisation flags at 10.30 am
at the Aparajeyo Bangla on the
unfversity campus.

Inaugurating the function,
former BCU President, Advo-
cate A K M Badrul Huq, called
upon the students to launch a
vigorous movement against,
what he termed, the anti-lib-
eration forces— Jamaat-Shibir.

He also urged the students
to stand against those respon-
sible for violence on the cam-

pus.

The function was ad-
dressed, among others, by _
Ruhin Hossain Prince, BCU

Gencral Secretary, Shahidul Is-
lam Kajal, Professor Rangalal
Sen, Professor Syed Ahmed

Khan and BCU leader Ahmed

ISI'ml'nn Jewel.

\.

Businessman robbed, shot dead
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Medical College llospital
(DMCII) and his condition was
said to be critical.

Mostaq who escaped the at-
tack told The Daily Star, the
killers were four in number
and all were equipped with
'kata-rifles’. The killers barri-
caded the road with an ash-
coloured Toyota Publica car
and then opened fire without
saying anything,

Mostaq further said, his
employer-- Mona also tried to
shoot with his revolver but
failed as the killers’ shots first
pierced Mona's body.

"I only heard my master
saying 'what are you doing' as if
he could recognize the
killers”, said Mostaq.

When asked, Mostaq further
told, he was appointed Mona's
driver two years ago but never
saw of the killers before.

Mona's business partner
Ebadullah told The Daily Star,
when Mona slarted for the
bank to deposit the daily-
turnover, he was at the oflice.

Ebadullah further said, it
seemed to be a pre-planned

Fazlur Rahman

murder. "Il was not a murder
for snatching the moncy”, he
added.

Mona's relatives said, Mona
had no feud with anyone and
had never ever been threat-
ened with murder.

Meanwhile, the autopsy of
the body was done at the
Forensic Department of the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) and then brought
to his residence al Agamasi
Lane where hundreds of peo-
ple rushed to pay him the last
visit. '

Sadeq Hossain Khoka MP,

Ansar Al

State Minister for Sports and
several high police officers in-
cluding the Dhaka Metropo-
litan Police Commissioner also
visited the victim's house.

Kotwali pelice last night
said, the victim's car was re-
covered from the Gazipur area
in the evening. But the killers

are still at large.

Fazlur Rahman Khan Mona
was 45 and left behind his wile
and two children — a 10-year
old daughter Anni and a three
month year old son Akib.
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Jatiya Sangsad, was addressing
a public meeting as chiel guest
at Bangabandhu Avenue in the
capital.

Elaborating on
'‘breach of commitment’, the
AL leader criticised the
Treasury Bench's unwilling-
ness to pass two bills — one
secking autonomy of the radio
and television, and the other
the annulment of the
Indemnity Ordinance — {ntro-
duced by the Opposition in the
House in conformity with the
joint declaration.

Azad blasted the passage of
the Special Security Force
(SSF) Bill, saying by dint of its
‘unlimited’ power, members of
the public and opposition po-
litical acttvists would be op-
pressed indiscriminately. He
demanded immediate dissolu-
tion of the SSF failing which
he warned, AL along with the
people will stop its operation.

The AL acting chiel said un-
abated terrorism, 'lawlessness’
and price hike of essentials
were the major factors making
life miserable for the people
and called upon them to get
united against the 'misrule’ of
the present government.

He asked the government
to fulfil its four-point agree-
ment with the Opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad and warned

BNP's

{ of untoward consequences if it

rencged on the commitments
made in the agreement.

The city branch of Awami
League organised the meeting
in the afternoon to protest,
among other issues, passage of
the SSF Bill, the anti-people
budget, deterioration of the
law and order situation, and
delay in repealing the
Indemnity Ordinance.

Addressing the meeting,
Abdur Razzak, MP, blamed the
government for backing the
Jubo Command which, he said,
consisted of Jamaat-Shibir-
Freedom Party activists and
some ‘terrorists’ of the ruling
BNP.

Razzak said the government
had defended the desecration
of the National Flag as the
Home Minister himselfl issued
a statement to this eflfect in

ADB assure $30m
loan for poverty
alleviation

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday informed
the Jatiya Sangsad that the
Asian Development Bank (ADEH)
had assured to provide 30 mil-
lion US dollars ecredit to
Bangladesh for poverty allevia-
tion under its programme for
1992, reports BSS.

|AL wants SSF dissolved

Parliament. t

He warned that a massive
movemnent would be taken up
il the PM continued ruling the
country with the 'collaborators’
of Pakistan.

Razzak called upon the
people to get prepared for a
greater movement to force the
BNP government to try Golam
Azam and scrap the black law,
the Indemnity Ordinance.

AL Joint Secretary Amir
Hossain Amu said that every
law enacted during the pre-
sent government was aimed at
making the administration

Tﬁt SSF was formed to

politicise a certain section of
the army and establish it as an
alternative force, he com-

ted.
mcﬂmu accused the Prime

Minister of contributing to the
destruction of the hard earned
democracy by her
‘undemocratic’ and 'autocratic’
acts.

AL Publieity Secretary and
Opposition Chiel Whip,
Mohammad Nasim asked in his
speech as to why the SSF was
formed for the Prime Minis-
ter's security where public life
was absolutely insecure.

Chaitred by city AL President
Mozaflar Hossain Paltu, the
meeting was also addressed by
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya, Advocate Sahera Khatun
and others.
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Rebels bomb military
school in Peru

UMJHZH:MMMMMM
a milftary and bumed a bus and a taxi In a campaign ©

discourage workers from

to their jobs, authoritics sadd.

The leftist rebels’ threat to kill anyone who going to work

Wednesday and Thursday appeared to have most work-
ers away on the first day of the so-called * sirike.” Stale
employees were told By the t that they could re-
port to work two hours late without penalty. but most stayed

]

reports

AP.
Thailand to set up poll

monitoring centres

BANGKOK, July 22 : The Thal! cabinet Tuesday ordered the
setting up of election monitoring and coordination centres at
scveral levels to ensure the September election will be free

and fair. The highest-level centres will be based atl the inte-
rior mi and directed by the permanent for the
interior while the lower-level centres will be under direct

supervision of provincial governors and district chiefs, ae-
cording to The Nation here today, reports Xinhua.
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Four companies are at pre-
sent stationed at the disputed
Ram janambhoomi-Babri Mas-
jid site.

In Ayodhaya there was no
letup in the temple construc
tion work as more karsewaks’
moved to the 'shilanyas’ spot
following reports that paramil-
itary forces were heading to
wards the site.

Reacting to such reports a
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
spokesman said ‘'we arc ready
to [ace bullets'.

He said as part ol the con-

tingency plan prepared jointly
by the VHP and top rcligious
leaders a sircable number ol
sadhus and unarmed 'karse-
waks' would be stationed at the
site round the clock.

Detailed plans were also be
ing drawn up to assemble
‘karsewaks in Ayodhya al the

Road development
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tre road from Ullapara to
Paksey through Nagarbari,
Pabna and Dashuria on the one
hand and from Peerganj to
Rangpur on the other was
scheduled to take off by win-
ter, they said.

For a quick completion of
the project, work order would
be awarded under eight com-
ponents, the officials added.

The bidding, on the basis of
pre-qualifications of local and
internatfonal firms, was com-
plete and the authoritics were
evaluating the bids, they said.

The officials informed that
a World Bank team would be in
Dhaka early next month for
prc-appraisal of a similar
project in the region.

The planned project was for
the development of a 200-
kilometre road running throu-
gh Dashuria, Natore, Rajshahi
and Chapainawabganj on the
the one hand and Syedpur,
Beladanga on the other. The
Word Bank is likely to finance
the project.

Meanwhile, a pre-imple-
mentation review is underway
to construct a 55-kilometre
road from Nalka to Banpara
through Hatikamrul bisecting
Chalan Bil, as part of the mas-
ter plan conceived in the
backdrop of the Jamuna Bridge

construction, the Ministry offi-

cial :
Under the plan, they said, a

136-kilometre road connect-
ing Ullapara of Pabna and
Syedpur of Rangpur had al-
ready been developed and ren-
ovated.

$5,420.2m aid
unutilised

The amount of unutilised
foreign aid stood at 5,420.2
million US dollars in 1990-91,
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman said in Parliament
yesterday, reports UNB.

Azam's writ
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came back to the country in
July 1978. Such temporary ab-
sence can not disqualify a per-
son from being a citizen of the
country, the defence lawyer
argued citing a judgement of
the High Court.

Physically, Golam Azam was
not present for some years in
the country, but legally he was
present, Barrister Yusuf ar-
gued.
He stressed that the peti-
tioner had always intended to
continue to be a citizen of
Bangladesh, saying “intention
is a paramount factor for citi-
zenship.”

Citing a judgement of an
English judge, Yusufl said a
person can be resident of two
places at time — physically at
one place and legally at the
other.

Referring to inclusion of the
name of the petitioner in the
voters' lists of the two occa-
sions, the defence lawyer said
Election Commission is an in-
dependent body and till pub-
lishing of the final voters’ list,
none raised any objection lo
the inclusien of his name
there.

He argued that according to
the first clause of the Article
122 of the eonstitution, a voler
must be a citizen of the coun

1y

Warning to UP govt

Ram janambhoomi- Babri Mas-
fid complex at short notice, he

Security inside the disputed
shrine has also been beefed up
and devotees walking t
metal detectors were frished
at [ive points before entering
the sanctum sanctorum.

Sand have been
at two places behind the
barbed barricades lining the

boundary wall of the shrine.

The VHP and the religious
leaders spearheading the
karscewaks' for the construc-
tion of the temple appeared in
a deflant mood, saying 'there is
no question of stopping the
construction ... everything was
moving peacefully.’

VHP sources said they were
suspicious of the Centre's in-
lentions,

A Muslim forum, set up sev-
eral years ago to garner su
port for the protection of
16th-century mosque, mean-
while appealed for communal
calm In the country.

Forum Chiefl Syed Sha-
habuddin urged Muslims to
‘place their confidence in the
collective endeavours of the
secular forces’, warning that
they should not try to respond
to calls for a confrontation
with the [lindu militants,

The Lok Sabha was abruptly
adjourned during the
hours this morning after Na-
tional Front and Lelt members
rushed towards the well of the
House demanding government
action on the construction ac-
tivities.

Much of what they said
could not be heard as the non-
BJP members and BJP mem-
bers were involved in heated
exchanges, with the ruling
party members also joining the
fracas occasionally.

Jahanara Imam
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several-minute submission by
Barrister Amirul Islam who
moved the bail petition at
around 12:40 pm.

Islam said that the Jamaat,
ICS, Freedom Party and so
called Jubo Command hired
people from different districts
who could not identify each
other during the incident.

The incident occurred far
from the meeting venue of the
Nirmul Samannye Committee
and the Jamaat-Shibir's fascist
workers attacked the commit-
tee meeting whose organisers
took shelter in the JSD (Inu)
office, Islam added. "So their
association with the incident is
imaginary and untrue”, he
went on to say.

"The case aims at tarnishing
the image of Jahanara Imam
and others as the Jamaal is
afraid of the movement against
it," Islam said adding "Such a
false case is also abusive to the
court.”

He also read out a number
of news items and editorial
comments from different na-
tional dailies including The
Daily Star as part of his sub-
mission.

During the submission,
Imam sal in the lawyers row as
she was not feeling well while
four others stood in the dock.

The Court Inspector read
the charge petition.

Several hundred people
thronged the court to hear the
proceedings and later chanted
slogans outside the courtroom
following the decision.

«  Barrister Islam was assisted

by Advocate Mesbahuddin,
Barrister Shafiq Ahmed, Advo- ]
cale Shahera Khatun, Khan
Panna, Khandaker Abdul Man-
nan, Mojibur Rahman and
other lawyers.

Later Jahanara Imam told
the crowd at the office of the
President of the Dhaka Bar As-
sociation that "Anti-Liberation
forces are out to harass the
Nirmul Committee leaders but
no harassment can stop the
u:;r)ing movement until the
trial of Golam Azam."”

According to' Court decu-
ments the rest of the accused
are Shamal, Hiru, Shakil, Ka-
mal Hossain, Zinu, Taslim,
Igbal, Malck, Anwar and Jewel.

Nirmul mm'c-u
lee sources said most of
the other accused were un-
known to them.



