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Olympic bulletin out

BARCELONA, July 21: The
first edition of Barcelona's of-
ficial Olympic newspaper ap-
peared on Monday with a

front-page report on the visit
to the Athletes’ Village of King

uan Carlos of Spain and an
appeal not to smoke near
competitors, reports Reuter.

Publishers plan to boost the
print run of the 24-page daily
to 50,000 copies once the
Games start on Saturday.

Each copy has articles in
Spanish, Catalan, French and
English.

Brisk trade for touts

Four Americans asking
2,600 US dollars for Olympic
men's basketball final tickets
have been arrested in
Barcelona in a crackdown on
touts.

City pplice today said the
four, all US citizens, were re-
leased after handing over 96
tickets to various Olympic

nts, including a number for
the basketball final expected to
feature the US Dream Team of
NBA superstars.

They were dctained on
Monday on the tree-lined
Ramblas Bolevard, where they
had set up a stall. "It is illegal
to sell in a public place with-
out a permit,” a police
spokesman said.

Offictal prices for basketball
final tickets range between
3,500 and 9,000 peasetas (35
dollar and 90 dollars).

sold out months ago,
along with tickets for the
Games opening and closing
ceremonies on July 25 and Au-
gust 9.

Several foreign tlicket
agencies have opened oflices
in Barcelona to buy tickets
unolTicially for corporate and
private clients desperate for a
place at sell out events.

But one of the agencics,
London-based Westminster

ckets and Entertainment,
said it was having trouble
finding tickets at prices their
customers were willing to pay.

“People who have got them
ust want bars of gold for

them.,” Westminster's Tom
O'Reilly said.

Injuries hurt US

Injuries to two key starters
could not hiwqmm: al a worsc
time for the US soccer Lleam,

On Friday, the team .faces
powerful Italy in am opening
round ic match.

"I think that without a
doubt, Italy 1is one of the
favourites to win this tourna-
ment,” US coach Lothar Osian-
der told reporters Monday.

He said, seemingly but per-
haps not entirely in jest, that
he hoped the Itallans "don't
crucify us.”

Last week, delender Alexi
Lalas broke a bone in his foot
during a match against
Olympique Marseille at Font-
Romeau. France. "1 heard it
break,” he said. "It sounded
like a chicken bone.”

Midfielder Chris Henderson
was a probable scratch for the
opencr. He collided with
teammale Claudio dur
ing practice last Thursday,
badly stretching a knee liga-
menit.

If the likely loss ol two
starters bothered Osiandecr.
he didn't show it.

"We still have 18 healthy
bodies,” he told reporters. "We
arc geared to winning at lcast
one game, and Lying another,
and with three points probably
going on o the next round.”

Four years from now

When the flame goes out in
Barcelona on Aug. 9. Atanta of-
ficially becomes an Olympic
city.

Mayor Maynard Jackson
took the first step in that
long, expensive transition

Monday, arriving in Barcelona
for the Summer Games.

At the closing ceremonies,
Jackson will receive the
Olympic flag from Barcelona's
mayor, Maragall The
flag will {ly over Atlanta
through the Games in 96

Another American?

The International Olympic
Committee s likely to elect a
sccond member from the
United States during Iits
session this week, sources said
Monday

There are several candi-
dates for the position, which
has been vacant since the res

USOC and the 10C following
disclosures of possible con-
flicts of interest in his business
dealings with Olympic related
clients.

The USOC has submitied a
st of four candidates for the
IOC post: Willlam Hybl the
USOC's interim president
USOC Vice President Michael
Lenard | Ross Wales., honorary
secretary of the International
Swimming Federation, and
Robert Smitth, President of the
International Bascball Associs
hon.

BARCELONA, Spain, July
21: Sunbathers cavorted on the
beach. Young friends read po-
etry in the shadow of the
Sagrada Familia cathedral.
Restaurateurs complained abo-
ut a lack of tourists.

Though o five days re-
mained until the start of the
Olympics, life went pretty
much as usual on a hazy, lazy
Monday in Barcelona, reports
AP.

it was hard to tell the
world's largest was about
to begin. There was no last-
minute rush to complete con-
struction, no final push to pre-
pare for the onslaught of visi-
tors.

"When the Olympics start, it
will probably be much more
noticeable,” said Belen Mallou,
a nurse. "There's lots of
tourists now, but no more than
usual.”

Things were busiest at the
65,000-seat Olympic Stadfum,
where workers, installed hun-
dreds of lights and prepared
the field for Saturday's opening
ceremony. But elsewhere the

was slower — workers cut
grass, installed extra garbage
cans and put the final touches
on Olympic venues.

Barcelona could afford to
relax because almost all sta-
dium preparations were com-
pleted weeks ago. The 45,000
police and soldiers who will
watch over Olympians and vis{-
tors also are in place.

Athletes continued to ar-
rived Monday, but Olympic of-
ficials don't expect the real

rush to begin until Wednesday.

More th a ird of the
10,000 a es have been ac-
credited so far.

The first of the 12 ocean
liners that will be stationed in
Barcelona's port were sched-
uled to float into place on

Tuesday. They will house spon-
sor such as Coca Cola and pro-
vide housing for workers at
NBC.
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Almost all the Barcelona's
hotels are putting out No
Vacancy signs, but city officials
said Monday they still have
about 2,000 beds for young-
sters available in public
schools.

Most Barcelonans stuck to
their normal routine Monday.
At the modernistic Sagrada
Familia, the unfinished Antoni
Gaudi Church that has become
a symbol for the city, it was a
typical summer day.

Tourists lounged on park
benches beside the church,
while some Barcclonans read
poetry. Young mothers pushed
strollers, while younger lovers
embraced and sunbathed on

the grass.

A bartender at the nearby La
Palmera restaurant said things
were slower this July than
normal.

“There is less tourism and
less work. It's very slow,” said
the bartender, who identified
himselfl only as Carlos. "It's
possible that people are scared
that because of the Olympics

there's no space in the restau- |
rants, so they don't go out. You

can see — it's empty.

Local newspapers paid
more attention to the success
of Spanish cyclist Miguel
Indurain than to the Olympics.
Indurain, who is leading the
Tour de France, was [eatured
more prominently on the front

pages of papers than the up- |

coming Games.

The El Periodico newspa- |

per had 15 pages on Indurain,
soccer, tennis, motorcycling
and golf in ils sports section
before any stories on the

Olympics,
And some Barcelonans said
they did not think the

Olympics would make more
difference at all in their city.

“I'm not really interested in
the Olympics. It's an important
event, but not the most impor-
tant,” said Raul Azarini, a psy-
chologist. "A lot of money has
been dedicated to the effort,
but it's not my concern — un-
employment, the fight against
AIDS, the homeless are more
important.

“The Olympics have a great
symbolic meaning, but in real-
ity they bring practically noth-
ing to the city.

BARCELONA, July
21: US Olympic
officials are trying
to contact track
stars Carl Lewis
and Leroy Burrell
to tcll them they are breaking
the Olympic charter and risk
expulsion from the Barcclona

Games, reports AFP.

The two sprinters have
signed contracts to writer ar-
ticles for the European press
during the Games which open
here on Saturday but under the
Olympic rules such deals are
illegal.

Under rule 59 of the Olym-
pic charter athletes or oflici-
als laking part in the Games

are stirictly barred from work-
ing for the media.

Runners can’t be writers

"Under no circumstances
throughout the duration of the
Olympic Games, may an ath-
lete, coach, official, press at-
tache or any other accredited
participant be accredited or
act as a journalist or in any
other ia capacity,” says the
rule.

"We are trying to get them
in Italy where they are due to
appear at a track meet to (cll
them they are breaking the
rules,” saild a US Olympic
Committee official here
Monday.

He added that the USOC
were checking to see if official
notification had yet arrived
from the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) about the

infraction.

The 34 -year-old Efwis"e
writing a series of artigles or a
French weekly sports maga-
zine.

For Lewis the Olympic ulti-
matum {s the latest blow to a
nightmare build-up to win:a

seventh gold medal.

Before the American trials
in New Orleans last month the
world's [astest man was ex-
pccted to compete in Bar-
celona in the 100 meters, 200
meters, long jump and sprint
relay.
But by the end of the trials
the 3]-year-old had only man-

aged to qualify for the long
Jump.

Lewis is desperately trying
= —_—

to refind his form in a bid to
snatch the world record of
fellow American Mike Powell
who stunned Lewis in the
World Championships {n Tokyo
last year when he took the
gold by shattering the 23-year-
old record held by Bob

Beamon.

Burrell the former world
100 meter world record
Ll:}kil:f. announced last weck

> was lo writc a daifly column
for El Periodico.

"I have had some experi-
cnce at i!uurnalinm and | am
looking forward to writing a
daily diary for the newspaper,”
said the 25-year-old Burrell
who is studying communica-
tions at the University of
Houston.

—_

La Hoya wants to fulfil mum's wish

BARCELONA, July
21: Win or Lose,
Olympic boxer
Oscar de La Hoya
cnds every fight

on his knees.

Aller every bout | get down
on one knee and blow a kiss up
to Lhe sky to her,” the
American said on Monday, re-
ports Reuter.

1 do it alter very win, and
even il | Jose.”

"Her, is his mother Cecilia,
who died of breast cancer in
Los Angeles in October 1990 at
the age of 38.

The memory
brightly as ever

Her last wish was for softly-
spoken Oscar, the boy she
cheered on from the ringside,
o win an Olympic gold medal
and he is determined to grant
it in Barcelona.

"It's pushing me more be-
cause it's what she wanted and
because of the promise | made
o win the gold. It's something
| have o accomplish for her”,
the |19-year-old said after
training,.

“That's why I'm putting 150
per cent inte my training to
get that gold medal and ac-
complish my dream.”

“She was very confident al-
ter the Goodwill Games in
1990 that | would win the gold
medal,” he said

De La Hoya won the gold at

those games.
The Los Angcles-born light-
weight, who intends to turn
professional afler Barcelona,
has already been acclaimed as
the most marketable of any
man in the US icam.

"First of all I'll attend col-
kege and at the same time turn
pro for whoever has the betier
offer out there”

His adviser, who will be at
the Cames w0 walch him. is
Shelley Finkel r of th-
ree prolessional world cham-
pions including hea
Evander Holyfield. “we're
good buddies and | trust him a

of her burns as

lot,” he said.

"He gives me advice about
how to talk to people, negotia
tions that | should and should
nol be in.”

Finkel told the ring nmga
zinc reccently that he consid-
ered De La Hoya had a very
good chance to win gold.

De La Hoya, who grew up in
the rough street fighting
neighbourhood of east Los
Angeles, has sparred with the
pros under the watchful eye of

renowned coach Lou Duva.

llis role model is Sugar Ray
Leonard but his idol is former
world champion Alexis Ar-
gucllo of Nicaragua.

Of his abilities, De La Hoya
has no doubt.

“There's a star that's born
and a star that has to be made.

My father always told me | was
borm a star.”

“That's why | thank god that
| have this talent.”

The ‘double’ couples

BARCELONA, July 21
Richard Fox and his wife Myr-
iam are rivaling Yobes Ondicki
and his wife Lisa in a bid 1o be-
come the first couple to win
Olympic gold medals for dil-
ferent countries, reports AP.

The Foxes arc both compet-
ing in Slalom canoeing,
Richard for Great Britain and
Myriam for France. The
Ondickis are running for Kenya
and Australia. Yobes is running
in his World Championship
gold medal event of 5,000m
while Lisa is in the women's
marathon for Australia.

Czechoslovakia's Emil
Zatopek, triple gold medallist

in the long distance events,
and his javelin throwing wife
Dana were the first couple to
win Olympic athlelic titles in
1962. Viktor Brazygina, in the
4X100m relay, and his wile

Olga, in the 400m and
4X400m, were the only other
winning couple, triumphing
jor the Soviet Union in Seoul
in 1988

However, no couple has
won medals for different coun-
Lries.

Another twist in

never mind won medals,”
said .

Fox shrugs ofl the question
of split loyalties. "You just focus
on your own race and do the
best you can,” says the four
time world champion.

His wife Myriam Jerusalmi,
world champion in 1989 and
former World cup holder, ad-
mits she has a debt to pay to
Brfitain.

"Richard helped me reach
my full potential. | always had a
dilettante attitude towards
training before | met him,”
sadd,

Lisa Martin, the Common-
wealth champion who won a
sflver medal in Seoul, believes
Yobes has also improved her.

“I'm more conflident, more
relaxed.” she says.

She does nol have Lo worry
about split loyalties. Australia,
who produced llerb Elliott,
the winner and world record
breaker in the 1,600m in
1960 and Ron Clarke, the
10,000m world record
breaker in the 1960s, have no-
one in the men's distance
evenis.

Two other Australian cou-'
ples shopping for Olympic sil-
VETWare are players
Mark and Michelle Hager, who
could well be taking two goid
medals back home, and canoce
racers Steven and Anna wood.

she

|

Members of the Spanish synchronised swimming team,
Marta Amoros (top), Eva Lopez (C) and Nuria Ayala
practise their duet routine at Bernat Picornell Pool in
Barcelona Sunday. The 25th Summer Olympic Games will

start July 25.

Cobi, the

N\®/ BARCELONA July

21: Everywhere
Bk wna

you look in Ba-
g
w rcelona, a quirky
D0 T8 little dog smiles
at you out of the
corncr of his mouth, reports
Reuter.

In one of the most design
conscious cities in the world
Cobi is set to win the kind of
global saturation coverage that
would make even Mickey
Mouse or Donald Duck jealous.

Barcelona's official mascol
has become an international
celebrity, who after Saturday's
start of the Summer Olympics
will be able to count his audi
ence in billions.

The speedily drawn charac-
ter has given cartoonist Javier
Mariscal superstar status in
Barcelona, even little girls in
the street shout "Oh look, that
is the father of Cobi”.

Cobi confronts you con-
stantly in this sprawling
Mediterrancan city where he
has been merchandised to the
hilt on shopping bags, T
shirts, alarm clocks, and even
floats high in balloon form
above the harbour.

llis cartoon series has been
shown on television around the
world. With that kind of expo-
sure, Cobi could outlive Sam
the Eagle, the 1984 Los Ange-
les mascot, and Hodori the
Tiger, symbol of the 1988
Seoul Games.

Explaining the birth of his
crecation, Mariscal said : "The
organisers wanted something
modern, that was lively,
friendly and optimistic.”

"I started off designing an

animal but in the end it be-
came quite human.”

—AFP photo

lucky dog

After all the coverage given
to the ubiquitous little beasl
Mariscal jokingly suggested to
El Pais newspaper : "Maybe it
is time Cobi took a holiday in
the mountains.”

Arms outstretched, Cobi
welcomes Barcelona's 400,000
visitlors with a lop-sided smile

Bt

and a crooked face in the
Spanish tradition of Salvador
Dali and Pablo Picasso.

Cobi is Mariscal's best
known creation since Piker
lhe Mouse and Fermin' the
lHiound joined Julian the fish-
ing Dog in the 1970s.

But is it art or jusl pure
salesmanship on a glant and
Warhol scale?

A little of both would seem
to be his conclusion. Mariscal
told biographer Emma Coad :
“This work is food for the

mind of the people. We neeq

to eat everyday to survive and
in the same way we need cul-
ture everyday.”
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Samaranch hits back
at his critics

BARCELONA, July
21: 10C president
Juan Antonio Sa-
maranch has fir-

-’

Barreioms 9]

W ed back at his
critics, accusing

them uf trying to destroy the
Olympic movement out of
envoy and hypocrisy, reports
AP.

Samaranch used a high pro-
file public forum — Monday's
opening ceremony of the
International Olympic Commi-
ttee's 99th session — lo res-
pond to recent attacks st
himself and other Olympic
leaders.

"In recent times the
Olympic movement has been
on the receiving end of many
criticisms and attacks,”
Samaranch said. "We must and
indeed do take a respectiul
view of the wide variety of
opinfons which are expressed
concerning us.

"But we do not accept and
we shall always deflend our-
sclves against the envy and
hypocrisy which prompt some
pcople to try tor destroy what
they themselves were unable
to create.”

Samaranch was not specific,
but he was clearly referring to
the criticism in “The Lords of
the Rings,” a book by two
British journalist which was
recently published in Europe.
The 10C has filed libel pro-
ceedings against the book in
Switzerland.

The book accuses Sama-
ranch, a Spaniard, of being a
loyal fascist under Gen Fran-

cisco Franco and of running
the 10C like the late dictator
ruled Spain. It describes the.
Olympic movement in general
as consumed by money, greed.
and drug.

Samaranch has suggested
the author were manipulated
by people who want to oust
him as IOC president. He has '
indicated he believes the move
was initiated by sports circles
in Britain, possibly Princess
Anne.

Other have alleged that 10¢
members are open to bribes
from cities bidding to host the
Olympics.

Samaranch quoted an un-
identified member as saying
the IOC "has to bear the hrunl
of the winds of incomprehen-
sfon which blow from different
points of the compass.”

"l can assure you,” Sama-
ranch concluded, “that our
tree has very solid roots¢... Not
only will it withstand these
winds, but it will contfnue to
grow.”

Samaranch gave his speech
at the Palau de la Musica
Catalana, a modernistic con-
cert hall decorated with
stained glass windows, mosaics
and sculptures.

His response to the critics
came at the end of his speech,
delivered to a crowd just half
capacity. The passage was not
included in an advance copy
provided to journalists, al-
though it was part of the offi-
cials text distributed at the
ceremony.

If seedJngs could tell

BARCELONA, July

21: Malaysian ho-

pes of winning

their first Olym-

pic medal of any

3 kind improved

when Raahid Sidek was ele-

valed above his world ranking

in the badminton seedings an-

nounced here on Monday, re-
ports Reuter.

Rashid, the world number
three who led his country to
its first Thomas Cup success
for 25 years in Kuala Lumpur
in May, has been madc the

second favourite.
Top seed is China's Zhao

Jhnhm . whom Rashid beat
during the Thomas Cup sensa-
tion, while Indonesia’'s world

~number two Ardy Wiranata,

whom Rashid beat in the final

four days after beating Zhao,

has Been thade number three

:'Fhla elevation eould h:lp
another dream come true for
the Malaysian, who says a
medal of any colour would be a
iriumph for both him and his

country.
However, his elder brothers

Jalani and Razil Sidek could
beat him to it for the honour of
Malaysia's first Olympic medal.
They are seeded third in the
men's doubles, at which they
arc World Grand Trix titile-

holders.
Badminton makes its

Olympic debut here on July
28, which is why it will be
such an important occasion for
scveral Asian nations.

Among them is Indonesia,
which has only achieved one
Olympic medal of any kind be-
fore, and now has hopes of at
least three more.

Wiranata, a former All

England champion, could do

well in the men's singles,
compaltriol Susi Susanti, the
world number one, gets the
vote as top seed above China's
world champion Tang Jihu-
hong in the women's singles,
and Eddy Hartono and Ruday
Guanwan, are seeded second
in the men's doubles .

The Indonesian partner-
ship, made world number one
after winning the All England
title at Wembley in March, has
though been placed below the
world champion pairing ::.:2
South Korea, Joo Bong
and Moon Soo Kim.

Another notable Olympic
deviation from the world rank-
ings sees China's Liu Jun, whe

rose to world number four af-
ter becoming an unseeded

winner of lht: All England
men's. § K
nl' match u:m
in the five to light category.
Four countries, China, In-
donesia, Malaysia, and South
Korea have realistic hopes of
winning more than one bad-
minton gold, but perha
best chances rest wi the
Koreans, who have the lavo-
urites for the woman's doubles

title as well as the men's .
World number ones Hye

Young Hwang and So Ynung'
Chung win the vote for the

number one spot above the
world champions from China,

Guanm Weizhen and Hnng
Gunhua, in the women's dou-

bles. Asians fill 22 of the 24"
sceding spots in the four’
events, with only two going to
Eu

The Poul-Erik H
1..:anru-4:ﬂ:“r {?FDEI“IJmITk in u.

men's singles and Elna Fybkina
of the CIS in the women's sin-

gles. Both are in the five to
eight seeding category.

CRYPTOQUIP

HGSWHQEVGK

letter stands for another. If

equal O thr
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HAGUAW]

G A ATW REAAEYVY EN
ATW SGIIWU
Today’s Cryptoquip clue: H equals §
The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which on¢€

you think that X equll: O, in

ou;hnut the puzzle. Single letters, short
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