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Havel’s resignation
Hastens Czech split

PRAGUE, July 21: Cze-
choslovakia moved a step
closer to splitting in two with
the resignation of President
Vaclav Havel, the playwright
who led his country's peaceful
revolution against communism,
reports AP.

*The Czech and Slovak fed-

erative republic dees not have
a president anymore,” slate
radio said Monday as the res-
ignation took effect at 6 pm
(1600 GMT). -
"l am not sad. | have a
feeling of certain relief, of
certain alleviation,” Havel told
journalists at Lany, a presiden-
tial residence 40 kilometers
(25 miles) from Prague.

Havel said he regretted the
impending split of Czechoslo-
vakia, but added: "It would
probably be nonsense to try to

t "

He said he considered the
inability to save the federation
"a big failure of us all, not only
mine personally, but, of
course, also mine.

"l say that as a citizen who
belicved In the sense of this
federation, and who is sorry
that it is probably sentenced to

extinction.”

The CSTK news agency said
about 400 people shouted "We
want Havel" and sang the
Czech anthem as the presi-
dential flag was lowered over
Prague castle, main seat of the
federal presidency.

Hnw:r announced his resig-
nation plans Friday, moments
after the parllament of the
poorer eastern republic of Slo-
vakia declared sovereignty in a
move sure to split the country
into Czech and Slovak states.

His term technically was to
expire October 5, butl an early
resignation was expected as
the breakup he fought to pre-
vent became inevitable.

He was elected the coun-
try's first post-Communist
president in December 1989,
and again the next year.

Havel might continue in
politics as the president of an
independent Czech republic,
although the country's breakup
has yet to be settled and so
such post now exists.

"It depends on whether my
candidacy will be supported by
several relevant political

forces,” Havel said.
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50 feared drowned in Haiti: as many

as 50 people fleeing Haiti may have drowned when a limsy
saflboat capsized off the country's northern coast, a radio
station reported Monday, says AP from Port-au-Prince.

Radjo Metropole said the boat, loaded with 58 Haitians,
capsized Sunday. It said eight pepple swam to salety, but 15
bodies had washed ashore by Monday and the remainder of
the passengers were feared drowned.

The radio station attributed its information to Marlene
Dorfeuille, director of the Permanent Haitian Reflugee
Secretariat.

Dorfeuille reportedly told the station the boat sank off the
north coast town of Source Matelas, some 20 miles (32 kilo-
meters) northwest of the capital, Port-au-Prince.
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Eight die in Filipino flood: e peopic
died and six went missing alter a storm caused floods in many
parts of the northern Philippines, disaster officials said
Tuesday. reports AFP from Manila.

Newspaper reports placed the number of dead at 22, but
this could not be confirmed by disaster reliel agencies.

Two people were killed and three went missing when
strong currents carried away a bus between the cities of
Palayan and Cabanatuan in ¢hc northern province of Nueva
Ecija al the height of the storm Monday, the disaster officials
said.

The bus was crossing a bridge when the river below over-

Nowed, swecping the bus away.
Seven killed in US craft tgash 2A

in the Pétomac river
south of Washington while trying to land at a US i/marinc corps

V-22 Osprey aireraft crashed on Monday
basc, a marine corps spokesman said, ahd television

rcported seven people were killed, reports Reuter from
Washington. .

Cable News Network reported that the marine corps said
all seven people aboard the craft had apparently died in the
crash. There was no indication whether those killed were
military or civilian.

The crash occurred about 50 miles (80 km) south of
Washington while the Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft was flying to a
base al Quantico, Virginia, from Eglin air force base in Florida
for testling.
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Rains claim 12 in Nepal : awtuior:2
people have been killed in the monsoon rains in Nepal, HHome
Minister Sher Bahadur Deupa told the House of
Representatives on Monday reports Xinhua from Kathmandu.

On July 7, seven persons were killed in Pabai village,
Solukhumbu district, when a house collapsed in the wake of
torrential rains.

In another incident on the same day, a person called
Dambar Bahadur Sherestha in Sotang village was buried in a
landslide. Four other persons were swept away by floods in
Khotang district on July 4.

Instructions have already been sent to local administration
to provide relief to the families of the victims, the Minister

said.
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20 killed in Algerm road mishap:
Twenty people died and 10 were serfously injured in a road
accident in eastern Algeria on Monday involving thee
vehicles, reports AFP from Algeria.

The state news cy APS said a collision occurred out-
side Azzaba just before dawn, involving a coach, a tractor
without lights, and a truck transporting workers.

Georgian blast leaves 4 dead: ro

people were killed and four were seriously wounded in two
mine explosions at the village of Zemonikozi, near the south
Ossetian capital Tskhinvalk on Monday the Russian news

néy Itar-Tass, monitored by the BBC, reported, says AFP
from London.

Three villagers were killed when their motorbike hit a
land mine two kilometers from their settlement. The three
drove out to find why the water supply to the village had
been cut, the-agency said.

Immediately after the explosion two lorries, one with
Georgian peace-keeping troops and one with five civilians,
went to the scene. -

The lorry with civilians also hit a mine. One person was
killed and four seriously wounded, Itar-Tass said, adding that
soldiers later defused five mines in the area.
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Sino-Pak accord
on Radio, TV
programmes

ISLAMABAD, July 21: Pak-
istan and China signed here
today an agreement on Radio
and Television cooperation to
strengthen friendship and co-
operation between the two
countries, reports Xinhua.

Under the agreement, the
two countries will exchange
music and radio programmes,
TV films and professional del-
egations.

The agreement was signed
by Mohammad Akram, Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting of
Pakistan, and Wang Feng, Vice-
Minister of Radio, Television
and Films of China.

Wang Feng is expected o
call on Pakistan President

Ghulam Ishaq Khan today.

Police m China are like a criminal

HONG KONG, July 21 : A
highly-decorated police oflicer

who recently fled China has |

provided an inside look at cor-
ruption in the Communist su-
per power, accusing police of
running smuggling, prostitu-
tion and car theft rings, re-
ports AP. '

"The police in China are
like a criminal syndicate,” said
Gao Peiqi, who held a rank
equivalent to that of an Ameri-
can police lieutenant (Britain
— chief inspector) in the
southern Chinese city of Shen-
zhen. "Corruption is wide-
ranging and the government
can't control it.”

Using confidential docu-
ments and details from cases
he had broken himself, Gao
painted a picture of a Chinese
police force riddled with
malfeasance, lacking the ability

WEST VIRGINIA: Democratic Presidential candidate Bill Clinton waves to the ¢

£ o

rowd he

boards his bus following a July 19 visit at Weirton Steel. Gov. Clinton and running mate Sen.
Al Gore are continuing their cross-country bus tour to 8t. Louis with stops in Ohio on

Monday.

_ AFP/UNB photo |

Bahamas
parliament

dissolved

NASSAU (Bahamas), July 21
: The Bhamas parliament was
dissolved on Monday and gen-
eral elections were set for Au-
gust 19 in which Prime Minis-
ter Sir Lynden Pindling will
seck his seventh consecutive
term, government officials
said, reports Reuter.

The last election was held
on June 19, 1987.

Opposition leader Hubert
Ingraham criticised the ruling
party for delays in calling for
the election which he said is
"typical of a regime that has
been permitted to rule for far
too long a time.”

But Pindling predicted in a
statement on Monday that the
Progressive Liberal Party (PLP)
will win 38 out of the 49 seats
comprising the house of
assembly, which is the elected
body of the Bahamas parlia-
ment.

ISLAMABAD, July 21: Pak-
istan's army promised the
country's civilian rulers on
Monday it would back democ
racy and accept the limits of
their powers to tackle political
and criminal violecnee in the
Sindh province, reports
Reuter.

Army Chief Gencral Asif
Nawaz gave the assurance al a
meeting with President Ghu-
lam Ishaq Khan and Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil a day
after the army won a battle for
controversial extra powers o
press ahead with its anti-crimc
crackdown.

A military statement
Nawaz as
telling them the army "fully

supports the democratic
order.”

"Let me categorically slate
we fully accept that policy-
making is the prerogative of
the elected government while
the armed forces are one of
the instruments that e¢xecule
this policy,” Nawaz was quoted
as saying.

The statement apparently
sought to scolch widespread
rumours thal the army was
conlcmplating selzing power
as it has repeatedly done in
the past.

Hundreds of posters ap-
peared in Lahore, Rawalpind|
and Islamabad last week
featuring a picture of General

Nawaz and implicitly urging an

army Lakecover.

A presidential decree is-
sucd on Monday gave the army
powers to launch search-and-
arrest operations in support of
the civil government and to
usc as much force as required.

It gave soldiers legal immu-
nity from prosecution for their
actions, backdated to when the
army launched its anti-crime
Sindh operation in late May.

Previously, troops had to be
accompanied by police during
raids against bandit gangs In
the rural intertor of the
province.

Military spokesmen had
sald that was one of the
impediments to their
crackdown and the army had

| LPak army to back democracy?

been seeking a much stro
legal framework for the
operation.

Sharif ordered the military
into action in May mainly to
tackle the gangs of bandits ter-

rorising much of Interior
Sindh.

But last month they
switched attention to his

former coalition partners in
the ethnic Mahajir National
Movement (MQM) which dom-
inate the Sindh capital Karachi
and its second city tlyderabad.

The MQM, which reprec-
sents Muslim migrants from
India, recently, quit Sharil's
coalition in Islamabad and the
Sindh government, sparking a
crisis in Karachi.

VP suggests Rao quit if he fails
to deal with Ayodhya issue

NEW DELHI, July 21: The
former Prime Minister and
Janata Dal leader, V P Singh,
today said the Narasimha Rao
government should quit office
if 1t failed to take effective
steps immediately to deal with
the Ayodhya developments,
tepofts PTI. I

Addressing a news confer-
ence here, the Janata Dal
lcader said his party would
support "any action” of the
centre including disnrssal of
the BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh for its failure to stop
the ongoinf constructifon work
at the Ayodhya complex invio-
lation of the court orders.

Strognly criticising the
centre for f{ts “inaction” in
dealing wiht the latest devel-
opemtns in Ayodhya the
former Prime Minister said it
was the primary responsibility
of the centre to ensure that
therc was no violation of the

conslitulion.

Il dismissal of the UP gov-
crnnwtn was neccssary to deal
with Lhe situation, the Janata
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Dal would support the centre,
Singh said.

e said even now it was nol
too late 1o initiate a national

1 L

¢ffort lo bring both the co-
nending parties to the nego-
liating table for an amicable
scitlement of the vexed prob-
lem. But the on-going con-
struction work has to bc
stopped forthwith, Singh
asscriced. !
Meanwhile: The Congress -
] yesterday dismisscd the pos-
sibility of the government ac-
quiring a land at the dispuled
structure at Ayodhya and said
that consultations, negotiations
and consensus was the key to
resolve the vexed issue.

A party spokesman, chandu-
lal Chandreakar, told reporters
that the govenrment ha sno
plan or proposal to acquire
aland at Ayodhya.

Chandrakar, who faced a
volley of questions from news-
men on the Ayodhya tssuc,
maintained that the Prime
Minister , PV Narsimha Rao,
was not helpless. in tackling

the issued and was dcaling
with it patiently.

Describing the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi /Babri Masfid issue
as the most ticklish question -
vaced by the country, he said
cxpressing confidence that the
country would be able to find a
sbhitton tot he vexed Issue
whereby there was no blood-
shed.

Asked why the government
was just waiting and watching.
and was not taking any action,
he said sometimes one has to
wait. He said the Prime Minis-
ter was still having consulta-
tions and contacts with all co-
nocrned and a decision would
be taken alter involving politi-
cal parties like the JD, left
parties and the BJP.

In this rcgard he also
pointed oul that the scnior
BJP leaders are meeting in
lucknow todya to tkae stock of
the development in Ayodhya.
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100 Iraqi troops killed, claim Shiites

NICOSIA, July 21: Iraqi
Shi'ite Muslim rebels claimed
Monday they killed more than
100 troops and shot down a
helicopter during a new gov-
ernment offepsive against their
hideouts in southern Iraq,
Tehran radio reported, says
AP.

The state-run radio quoted
officials of the Tehran-based
Supreme Assembly of the Is-
lamic Revolution in Iragq as
saying government forees uscd
warplanes in their attack on

. .
Zhao's top aide

- jailed

BEWING, July 21: Bao Tong,
top aide to deposed Chinese
Communist Party General
Secretary Zhao Ziyang, was
jailed for seven years by a court
here today, his family said, re-
ports AFP. :

Bao 59, an economist,

was also deprived of his civil
rights for two years.

the southern marshlands, in-
cluding the city of al-Amarah
ricar the [ranian border.

The report could not be in-
dependently confirmed. The
Iragi government bars foreign
reporters from covering the
fighting in the south.

It was the second reported
Iraqi attack on the marshes in
live days. Rebel sources
claimed 100 lragi troops also
had been killed during the
first attack in the al-Amrah

arca last Thursday. !
Iran's offictal Islamic
Republic News Agency,

monitored in Nicosia, said its
reporters in southern Iran
could hear explosions from the
Iraqi side of the border Sunday
and Monday.

IRNA quoted upidentified
rebel sources as saying the
Iraqi attack killed many people
and that they had appealed to
international organisations o
intervene to stop the attacks
on civilians in the south.

The latest attack came four
days after Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein conferred with
his top military commanders
to discuss the completion of a
projcct to drain the southern
marshlands, which arc used as
a haven by the Shi'ite rebels.

The official Iraqi News
Agency, which reported the
meeting, did not explain why
Saddam was conlerring with
his top generals to discuss
what is officially described as a
project to build a huge irriga-
tion canal.

The agency said Saddam on
Monday ordered salary bonuses
totalling 25 million dinars, the
equivalent of dirs 80 million at
the official rate of exchange or
dirs 1.7 million on the black
market, to be paid out to
labourers and engineers in-
volved in the project.

It did not say how much
money each person would re-

ceive, and the number of peo-

ple involved was unknown.
It said Saddam decided on

the banuses "to express his
appreciation for the distin-
guished sacrifices made by
these labourers who have becn
toiling around the clock to
complete the project.”

Rebels continue
attack on Lima

LIMA, July 21: Guerillas of
the Maoist Shing Path contin-
ued their attacks on the capital
for a fifth day, bombing a
school and prestigious social
research centre, reports AP.

A car bomb cxploded late
Monday outside the Institute
for Liberty and Democracy,
ripping away a 4-metre (12-
foot) wall surrounding the
building and shattering win-
dows 10 blocks away. At least
two peeple were killed and

four others wounded, police

said.
‘The institute's director,

Hernando de Soto, was in his
office but was not injured.

and will to stop it. He said in
his seven years in the Ministry
of Justice the problem had
worsened,

Gao, 42, won three medals
at his last position before flee-
ing China. In that post he was
deputy leader of the serious
crimes section in Shenzhen, a
special economic zone of 2.5
million people bordering Hong
Kong. One of the medals was
for breaking China's first case
of computer hackers stealing
from a bank.

Gao said automobile theft
was popular ameng police in
Shenzhen because it is the
only city in China where many
people own cars. Gao displayed
a document detailing the ar-
rest this year of Lu Tingsheng,
an officer who allegedly stole
23 automobiles.

"I received numerous let-

ters reporting this man but my
leaders didn't allow me to in-
vestigale because everybody is

" protecting everybody clse,’

Gao said. The case came into
the open when a hooligan, dur-
ing a random beating by police,
gave details of the case to sev-
eral high-ranking oflicers, he
said.

Gao's allegations f{llustrate
the corruption that is wrack-
ing China 13 years alter the
beginning of a reform pro-
gramme that opened the coun-
try to Western investment and
influences. While the reforms
have created booms in places
like Shenzhen, where the per
capita income is highest in
China, they have also fucled
social dislocation, alienation
and crime.

An independent newspaper
in Hong Kong reported in June

L

that a heroin smuggling ring
involving about 100 police,
military officials; Communist
Party members and employees
of state-run companies had
been broken. The report said
four police officers had been
secretly executed.

Party officials have ac-
knowledged the problem.
In June 1991, then Vice

Minister of Public Security Tao
Eli‘]u said in a speech that abuse
of power was the most com-
mon complaints against the
police.

"Problems such as abuse of
power indiscriminate collec-
tion of fees, imposition of fines
and apportion of expenses
should be [irmly dealt with,~
Tao said.

Gao said he personally ar-
rested seven police officers in
Shenzhen in foar years. Five of

them for car thelt and two for
smuggling. He also provided
documentation of two oflicers
who ran a prostitution ring in
Bao'an County inside Shen-
zhen. Last month, authorities
in Shenzhen broadcast a list of
the "10 forbiddens,” including
a ban on police [requenting
halls and massage parlors.
"Before the revolution, the
people use to say the National-
ists went to whore houses.
Now they say the Communisis
run them,” Gao said. Chiang
Kai-shek's Nationalist Party
lost a civil war to the Commu-
nists in 1949 partly because of
its reputation for corruption.
Gao said smuggling iIs an
especially lucrative crime in
southern China because of its
proximity to Hong Kong,
China's major source of smug-
gled goods. Gao said police
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Off the Record

He is his chauffeur

WARSAW, Poland : Who is that stern, bearded figure shad

owing President Lech Walesa at every public 7 He
was Walesa's chauffeur: now he is M-mm‘:tm‘

and maybe there is more to his story, reports AP

To hear defectors from
Walesa's camp tell it
Mieczyslaw Wachowski is
uncouth and arrogant, a
cunning plotter who
manipulates Walesa as “the
dark mirror of the
president’'s soul.” Some
even claim he is a
Communist stooge,
virtually ruling Poland
from two steps behind the
president.

Wachowski says
nothing. He refuses to
grant interviews, doesn't
return phone calls and
won!l answer questions
submitted in writing The
president's office will not

provide the secretary of stale's resume or comment on his

role.

Walesa has been forced to defend him publicly and

promise to

produce him for journalists —
Meanwhile, Wachowski has become amon

someday.

g the most scorned

individuals in Poland's tumultuous political life, and among

the most powerful.

"Just because a dog

wets his newspaper"

SANTA CLARA, Calif: A man shot and killed his neighbour
because he thought the neighbour's dog had urinated on his

newspa

per, police said, reports AP,

Michael DeBaets, 49, was held on suspicion of homicide
alter Sunday's shooting. He was to be arralgned Tuesday

Police said DeBaets and his wife, Robin, had a history ol
confrontations with neighbour Martin Myslinski. 33, over
parking, trees, Myslinski's dog and the DeBaets cat.

"This is an ongoing type of thing that has gone on for two
years and possibly more,” Sgt Monte Macer said. “It's just a
silly disagreement that ultimately led to murder.”

When the DeBacts found their newspaper wet with what
they thought was dog urine, Mrs DeBaets put it in Myslinski's
convertible, Myslinski then threw it back on the DeBacts
property, and Mrs DeBaets threw it back, police said.

Myslinski and Mrs DeBaets were discussing the matter

Kennedy's assassin
a poor marksman

MOSCOW: A Russian man who knew Lee Harvey Oswald has

told a Russian magazine that the assassin of US President
John F Kennedy had a weak character and was a poor

marksman while living in the former Soviet Union, rcports

AP.

The man identified as Pavel Golovachev made the com-
ments in an interview to be printed in "Echo of the Planet,”
published by the Itar-Tass news agency. Excerpts were car-
ried by Itar-Tass on Monday, and an advance copy was ob-

tained by The Associated Press.

The interview includes no revelations about Oswald or the

,assassinati
| 1%
Golovachev told the

¥ Soviet Unlor! o e Bate 10508 O 1962

magazine that he met Qswald in the

Belarusstan capital of Minsk while the assassin was living and
working there. Golovachev said they worked in the same fac-

tory

"My attitude to Oswald was the same as if he were an ex-

traterrestrial. It was interesting for me to know what this
American was like,” he was quoted as saying by the magazine.

Golovachev told the magazine that he found Oswald to be "a
weak man, not very bright or intellectual.”

The ma

gazine quoted him as saying that Oswald at one

point bought a hunting gun and joined a Soviet hunters’ club,
but that he rarely attended training sessions and was a bad

shot.

"He failed to hit the target even once,” Golovachev told the

magazine.

Golovachev also said the KGB tried to recruit him to in-
form on Oswald, but that he refused.

'"'I'm not sure if Bush

knows how to spe
AMSTERDAM, Netherlands:

Il AIDS"

Elizabeth Taylor had sharp

criticm for President Bush during an appearance Monday at
the world's largest AIDS conference, reports AP.

"I don't think President
Bush is doing anything at
all about AIDS,” the ac-
tress said. "In fact I'm not
even sure il he knows how
to spell AIDS,” she added.

Miss Taylor, chair-
woman of the American
Foundation [for AIDS
Research, spoke at a
meeting of her organisa-
tion that coincided with
the AIDS conference. The
Eighth International
Conference on AIDS has
drawn more than 10,000
experts, researchers and
people with AIDS to the
Dutch capital.

Miss Taylor announced
her organisation was
donating dirs 300,000 to

| community groups in
Argentina.
The US government

will spend about dris 2
billion this year on AIDS,

the same as it spcndnr to fight

cancer, according to federal statistics.

N E ? | Bhandari blames
Sy ndwate West Bengal govt

usually tax smugglers, keep
some revenue for themselves
and give a portion to the state,
disguised as a fine. As a result,
the Ministry of Justice now
prohibits police from leveling
fines without investigating
cases.

Gao fled China on March 21
after spending six months in
jail without charges for al-
legedly helping pro-democracy
activists escape to Hong Kong
following the June 1989 polit-
ical crackdown.

While Gao rcfuses to com-
ment on the charges, he said
that during his interrogation
he told senior police oflicers
he “would never arresl a stu-
dent for political reasons.”

Since his arrest in 1990,
Cao has been divorced by his
wife. :

for giving free
hand to Ghising -

CALCUTTA, July 21 : The
Sikkim Chiel Minister, Nar
Bahadur Bhandari, Tuesday
blamed the West Bengal gov-
ernment of giving a free hand
to the GNLF chief, Subhas
Ghising, to carry on his disrup-
tive activities, reports PTI.

Bhandari told newsmen atl
the Calcutia Airport on way (o
Delhi that by being soft on the
Gorkhaland agitation, the Wesl

government was now

Btnrl

h put to control law and
order in the hills. He alleged
that a vested interest group

| had tried 1o assassinate him by

hiring professional killers In
West Bengal, but the stale gov-
ernment was yei Lo identify
and Punish the culprits



