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Love for Nature is an Answer to
Environmental Pollution

playful Manu river
every moming though the in-
struction from my mother was
otherwise. it was a stormy day.
So, as the school hour fin-
i returning

home by the same path: "Oh

Dilara look! So many green
_mangoes”. We spent extra

thirty minutes for tasty fruits -

of Baishakh and Jaistha.
. Monsoon means rain and
green mango and hailstorm,
monsoon means "Koi" fish in
the play ground, and some-
- times at the kitchen door. One
ol my daring friends used to
collect "Koi” in the umbrella to
surprise her mother.

Once my grandfather's
house was famous for flowers
but when we went to live
there, there were little traces
of it. Naturally, | became the
owner of those three aban-
doned gardens. | watered the
roots every morning. What a
surprise and what a reward!

were red and blue violet and
pink everywhere. Dupuri
Chapa, Lily, Rose, Jaba,

Kunjalata and railway creeper.

Green and hundreds of
weeds in our blooming
festival, vartous shades of

green painted the weeds.

Oh my joy after school, my
strength before going to
sehooll My heaven was my cre-
My garden was my
dream. Qne evening | went as

by Salma Chowdhury

in the garden. Everywhere |
read and see the frantic appeal
for protecting the water, the
land, the butterflies, the
grasshopper and the wonderful
world of weeds. One can see
the wonderful street gardens
of Frankfurt and Hamburg. One
can sec the pollution free in

dustrial advertisement. But
how to stop the Frankenstein,
the property building corpora-
tion, the property develop-

Oh! heaven opened its door to
us, wide stretch of green valley
and crops bellow the hills.
Everywhere weeds, welcoming
weeds kissing our [eet.
Streams singing along. Thorns
reminding everyone of the
dreamy childhoed. Lakes
spreading cool breeze over the
vast green land. | walked and
stood still on a spot. Children
were shouting and singing
from a far away hill.

The writer recounts personal experiences of her childhood to mould
them in the environmental needs of the time.

usual to my dreamland and
what a shock! All the weeds
were erased by someone. "Who
is so cruell” I cried. Garden
must be well-trimmed. So your
brother has cut all the weeds
and extra branches, replied my
mother. | could never forgive
the culprit. Never, neverl So |
sat by the pond in the moon-
light, I looked at the still black
water. A fish jumped and sym-
pathised with me, | looked at
the sky. The stars appeared 1o
be understanding.

Four decades passecd. Since
then | have little time to work

menl agencies, so on and so
forth? Is it justified to tell all
the architects and engincors,
of the world to close down
their offices and go farming?
Should we close down all the
brickfields of the world? 1
think if Adam could see the
world on the last day, he would
not find a little patch of green
on the whole area called the
mother earth. Last month |
went to Sylhet. My sister led
us to a farming garden which
has no name at all. Our jeep
was unable to climb the muddy
wiy. S0 we climbed the peak.

It was a voice from the past.
| was barefoot. Weeds coming
closer. "How are you?” They
chanted "We love you and we
will cover you under us, when
your days will be terminated in
this noisy world”. They smiled
and danced by the stormy
wind. My wonderful green
weeds|

My brother has enough
sense not to spoil the serene
beauty with electric bulbs, TV
scts and machines. Just twin-
kling stars, murmuring leaves
and singing brooks.

Rain drops voice on the tin

rool and nostalgic sounds of
thousands of insects. Have you
looked intently at the size of
insects? They are always fresh
and original as the weeds.
They are the weeds of the an-
imal world. God's wonderful
creation is weeds and the
beautiful wonderful insects.
Two most sincere guardian an-
gels of environment.

My brother went to retire
into 100 acres of hills and val-
leys one decade ago. We heard
very little of him. Rare pre-
sents, however, came from his
garden, like kalajira, fira,
sools, and lemon. Why did he
spend all his time with Lrees

and snakes and insecis?
So through this column |

invite Greenpeace people and
nature loving persons to climb
the hills and have a walk
through the National Park in
Moulvi Bazar — creation of a
whole life. At least you can fill
ur film with the incompara-
le scenery of Sylhet, the land
of saints and love of doves.
Such a natural can be
built by any man with fund on
hilly land of our wonderful
green country. It will be an at-
traction to tourists, a place to
breath in for the city people
and a vegetation for the prob-
lem of pollution.

Commonwealth 'Holy Ghost' Plays Important Role in Rio
by Richard Bourne writes from Rio de Janeiro

The Earth Summit at Rio de Janeiro was primarily about nations pursuing their
own interests — with the North hoping to achieve quite different things than the
South. But despite many differences between the two sides, reports Gemini News

Service, there is still an important role to be played by one of the oldest organisations

After three months, there

HE "holy ghost” of mo-

I dern diplomacy paid

an important visit to

the Earth Summit in Rio de
Janeiro.

For members of the Com-
monwealth, 'spiritually’ defi-
ned by a Jamaican ambassador
as "alive, somewhat invisible
and operating on different
planes,” were among the key
players at the United Nations
Conference on Environment
and Development,

Maurice Strong, UNCED
Secrelary-General, is Canadian,
with that brand of optimistic
Canadian internationalism
which evokes memories of
former prime minister Lester
Pearsan. His deputy, Nitin
Desai, is Indian.

Ambassador Tommy Koh,
who used a mixture of tough-
ness and humour in chairing
all-night . sessions. te get
agreements, is from re.
Ambassador Jamsheed Market
ol Pakistan marshalled the
forces of the Group of 77 plus
China to considerable effect.

In the wings, and listed as
"Eminent Advisers,” were
others such as Julius Nyererc
and Shridath Ramphal whosc
latest boock — our Country, the
Planet was published just be-
fore the summit.

In fact Commonwealth ac-
tivity had contributed towards
defining the issues which were
tackled at the Earth Summit.

& President Robert Mugabe,
‘who had chaired the last

+~Commonwealth summit, and

®therefore felt called to speak
.on its behalf, quoted exten-

“stvely from its Langkawi Decla-
ration of 1989,

This was a pioneering effort
to link the environment to the
needs of development, and was
accompanied by expert group
studies of climate change and
sustainable development.

At Rio there were three dif-
ferent Commonwealths on
view, There was the Common-
wealth in the form of national
,delegations of member states.
*There was the Commonwealth
Secrelariat, whose Secrelary-

to try to bridge that gap.

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON
Yy ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

Rio de Janeiro 3-14 June 1992

What was achieved ...and what was not

/ Treaty on climate chaﬁga to check
emissions of greenhouse gases,
watered down under pressure from

| v

US and OPEC nations

v
i

Gencral, Chiel Anyaoku, made
a speech setting out a philoso-
phy to’a plenary session. And
there was the "Common-
wealth” of non-governmental
organisations who Global
Forum was the most in-
tellectually rewarding and en-
tertaining part of the drama in
Rto.

Obviously all national dele-
gations were pursuing what
they saw as their national in-
terests, though some were
more willing to accept group
or regional disciplines.

The arrival of some 20 new
states in the international

Biodiversity treaty to preserve flora and
fauna, US refused to sign

Agenda 21: action plan to safeguard
environment and promote sustainable
development. Non-binding
Statement of principles to conserve
forests. Non-binding agreement

X

community, arising from the
break-up of the Soviet Union
and Yugoslavia, added com-

plexity.
Although there were cross-
currents and trade-offs — the

United States was pursuing a
policy morenegative than that
of most industrial countries,
while oll exporters appeared
less keen on the conservation

or replacement of fossil fuels

than the bulk of developing

countiries —the summit was ,

largely a negotiation between
North South.

[t made some progress on
climate change, biodiversity

Treaty on forests: dropped because of
Third World opposition

North's aid pledges to preserve
South's environment far below
expectations

Earth Charter failed to address many
complex environmental issues

Implications of North-dominated global
economic system for development and
environment not-discussed
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and in agrecing an agenda for
actlion into the 21lst century.
But the North was disap-
pointed that national sover-
eignty seemed to prevent
more being done for the global
environment, especially
forests,

The South regretted the
lack of firmer commitments by
the North te cut back on
greenhouse gases and to
change unsustainable lifestyles,
and, protested at the limited
financial support from the
rich.

It has often been said that a
main strength of the Com-

monwealth is that it acts as a
bridge between North and
South, but in a wide-ranging
international conference it is
hard to trace how delegations
[rom Commonwealth states
interact. However three vigne-
ttes from the British dele-
gation suggest hidden Com-
monwealth hands at work.

First there was Major's early
devision to go to Rio, and the
evident determination ol the
[3ritish to make the summit a
SUCCESS,

Second there was the off-
hand remark of British Envi-
ronmenl Secretary Michacl
Howard, who told a journalist
al 4 am one morning that the
British would do “everything"
required of them by Agenda
21,

And finally there was an odd
cpisode during the negotia-
tions when the European
Community appeared to be
holding out against a commit-
ment to start talking about a
convention on desertification,
an issue on which many devel-
oping countries were sup-
ported by the US,

The third Commonwealth
on show at Rio were the NGOs,
They lobbied away, formed
part of national delegations for
Canada and New Zealand, and
had their own party at the
Global Forum.

But in fact NGOs, which had
been too inclined to write off
Rio in advance, ended up
among the winners.

It may be that technical as-
sistance within the Common-
wealth, and activity and link-
ages of the NGOs, are the main
contributions the association
can make in the next phase.

But given the special char-
acteristics of the Common-
wealth, the international con-
cern, and the likelihood of a
steady rise in funding for envi-
ronmental work, Rio suggested
that a more ambitious ap-
proach could be justified.

— Gemini News

Haroun Tazieff : An Angry Ecologist

ITH his squashed

boxer's nose (which

he used to be in the
50s) and his rugby-player's
shoulders (which, at the age of
75, he still is), the world-fa-
mous vulcanologist Haroun
Taziefl remains the keen de-
fender of Nature which, to his
great fury, he sees being fur-

ther destroyed every day.

This enthusiastic researc-
her, born in Warsaw of a father
descended from Kirghizian
nobles, derailed trains under
the German occupation. Today,
in a pamphlet devoted to the
“"terrors of the year 2,000" and
called "Is the Earth going to
stop going round?” (published
by Seghers). Garouk, as he is
called by his f[riends, turns
preconceived ideas topsy-
turvy, shouts dut his anger and
accuses those responsible for
the ecological massacre
"pusillanimous unscrupulously
ambitious politicians, industri-
alists solely concerned with
thé lure of gain, and incompe-
tent civil servants”,

"For forty years,” he writes,
"I have been trying to protect
nature. | even fought with my
fists to defend it at an ecolo-
gists' demonstration (...). | have
also acquired the knowledge

n me the nomic
nstitute, the School of
Geology and experience of
Jovernment”. (H Taziell was
under-secretary of state for

— by Pierre Albert Lambert

major risks from 1981 to

1986).

This polemist-researcher
does not believe the political
power will solve the problems
of the environment. "Too many
interests are at stake. Only a

these Don Quixotes, ignorant

of reality, exaggerate risks or

invent imaginary ones in order

to attain their objectives”.
Taziefl is particularly hard

on big international organisa-
tions, particularly UNO which

sitism of some and the per-
sonal ambitions and corruption
of others”.

With tranquil assurance,
Tazieff makes statements
which clash with the general
"concert of moaners”, using

Tazieff attacks the "mafias of all kinds which reign over our institutions.”" He
brands "the blustering irruptions of politicians and university intellectuals in
ecology to promote their own ambitions' as infamous.

head of government, con-
vinced of the urgency of a seri-
ous policy, [and |1 have never
met one yet, or heard that one
existed) could lead one. (...) An
effective protection of nature

has to be decided on locally, by
those who are directly con-

cerned”,

Taziefl attacks the "mafias
of all kinds which reign over
our institutions”. He brdnds

"the blustering irruptions of
politiclans and university intel-

lectuals in ecology to promote
their own ambitions” as infa-

mous. ,
His former fighting com-

anfons, the Ecologists,

no

nger find favour with him
since they have formed the
"Green" party. "They impor-
tune us with so-called catas-
trophes which only arise out of
their ignorance and their day-
dreams of the past. Often,

he calls "a big lark” or "a nest
of vipers". He denounces "its

ine[fectiveness and the waste
of public monies it indulges in,

a consequence of the para-

the arguments of a scientist
and proposing solutions in-
spired by knowledge and ex-
perience.

Among the false i{deas,
which, he says, are deliberately
fostered, he puts the threat
supposedly represented by
nuclear installations. In his
view, there is no risk in
France. The precautions taken
are effective, "In forty years of
activity, no fatal accident, re-
sulting from the existence of
nuclear power, has occurred”.

According to Taziefl, the
accident which occurred in
Seveso, in Milan's industrial
suburbs, in 1976, was an
"imaginary catastrophe”. "This
"chemical Hiroshima", as some
media. called it, did not kill
anyone. Moreover, none of the
60 kinds of dioxin has ever

killed anybody at all anywhere.
4 At the most, in Seveso, the gas

fumes caused skin reactions
which were quickly cured. At
the time, the under-secretary
of state, tried to make the
truth heard. But he was unsuc-
cessful. A monster had been
created, as imaginary as flying
SALICEers .
"hole"

Concerning the in

~ the ozone layer, for Taziefl, it

is, above all, a "natural phe-
nomenon and the ozone is
recreated as it destroys itself".
He suspects those ,who blame
chloro-fluoro-carbons ([CFCs) of
having ulterior motives which
are "more economic or politi-

cal than ecological.

What about the greenhouse
effect? "As far as it exists, 1 do
not believe it to be dangerous,
It has not been demonstrated

' that the global temperature is
rising significantly. The in-
crease in the amount of CO in
the atmosphere, contrary to
what certain people eclaim,
cannot were the earth appre-
ciably”.

Is Taziefl pessimistic about
the future of planet Earth?

"History has demonstrated that]

every decadence, if it does not
reach a lethal level, is followed
by a regencration. As our soci-
l:}tirzn is threatened, all those
W

to

ferent direction, before
smashes into I‘.he rocks".

i_T

| the central Mozambigue port

grieve at this, are trying
steer our huge ship in a dif-
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Environment Polluted by War

AKE a drive around the
city of Mapute, the

Mozambique capital, or
of Beira for a taste of what war

| has done to the country's

Once grand old cilics,
minfature versions of imperial
Portugal mixed with the tropi-
cal beauty of Alrica, the envi-
rons of these places have now
been reduced to rubble and
ruin.

This is how US reporter
Willlam Finnegan described
the city of BDetra when he vis-
fted 1t recentlly: "The price of
fircewood had rockcied. Few

by Eddie Koch

racist mercenaries.

The strifc created by these
insurgenis, who are said to
belong to the most brutal
group in the world, has in tarn
unicashed powerful forces that
arc busy laying waste the
beauty of the land.

The country that encom-
passcs Lhe cities of Betra and
Maputo is a fertile tract of sa-
vannah and indigenous wood-
land bounded by an inland
escarpment and a coastline of
mangroves, estuaries and coral
recls on the south-east shores
of Alrica.

working pcople could afford ft,
and they were starting to burn
picces of their houscs or
apartments — doors shutters,
windowsills, dowsills, dor-
rframes.

"They were even tearing up
wooden [loors. The city looked
both besicged and alrcady
sacked.”

This could be the fate of the
entire country because in
Mozambique — as in other bat-
tle-weary nations — war and
ccological degradation arc
inextricably linked.

"The struggle contincus,”
said Mozambican leader
+Samora Machel in 1975, when
the Popular Recpublic of
Mozambique was proclaimed
and today his worlds still ring
true as government forces and
insurgent troops cngage cach
other in deadly battlcs.

Systematic plunder of the
country's natural resources
makes it possible for the rebel
Movemcent of National Resis-
tance ‘[RENAMO) to continuc
waging the war #t Began 18
years ago at the instigation of
South Alrica. RENAMO is madc
up largely of followers of
Samora's predccessor and

b

It sustains a mix of animals,
birds, snakes, insects, crus-
taccans, fish, dolphins and
marine mammals that make it
a nation with amongst the
richcst diversity of biological
spccics on the continent.
These are all in danger of be-
ing devastated.

At the start of the war al-
most two decades ago,
Mozambiquc's clephants num-
bered between 50,000 and
65,000. Last year the popula-
tion was 13,350 — and getting
smaller.

“There is now a pile of evi-
dence which shows that REN-
AMO hunts down these ani-
mals and uses their tusks to
pay for its guns and war ma-
tericl,” says Abdul Adamo, di-
rector of Mozambique's
Forcstry and Wildlife Depart-
,ment.,

"Five ycars ago, when the
army overran RENAMO bases,
they confiscated 19,000 tusks
from various rebel camps,” he
adds. "Infermation freom my
stall in the ficld and from a
number of rebel defectors con-
firm that RENAMO poaches
clcphants and cxchanges the

tvory for guns and ammuni-
tion.”

in 1991, overnment
troops captured hundreds of
do«uments when they routed
rebel guerilias from a base at
Nhamagoda in the central
coastal province of Sofala.

One written by RENAMO
leader Alfonso Dhlakama re-
quests “the price of ewvery
missile (and) ... the of
every kilogramme tvory.
RENAMO can arrange the
landing strip for ﬂn‘:l
But there are many
armies in and all
of them have taken
of the lawlessness created
the rebels’ insurgency to loot
the country’'s natural beauty.

Zimbabwean sta-
tioned along the corridor be-
tween Beira and the Moszam-
bique-Zimbabwe border are
belicved to be involved
in {lleft trade and have
allegedly shipped large con-
signments of tusks back home
in military aircraft and trucks.

High-ranking members of
the Mozambique Army are also
understood to be involved In
the slaughter of elephants and
other large animal species.

A team ol conservationists
who surveyed the wildlife
populations of the Marromeu
Delta late last year saw teams
of government soldiers who
hunted buffalo and hippo w*th
automatic riflles.

“Buflalo (whose herds have
made the Marromeu legendary
amongst professional safar
hunters), waterbuck, reedbuck
and hippo have all declined by
between B0 per cent and 90
per cent over the last 13
years,” says the report of the

survey team.
The London-based Envi-
ronmental [nvestigation

Agency, in a report published

in March, quotes a professional
hunter who claimed m-

ment troops “regularly wipe
out entire herds of animals,
including elephants using heli-
copter gunships firing upon
the herds [rom the air.”

According to local conserva-
tion official Armando Cossa,
army commanders are employ-
ing poaches and deploying
them in areas under military
orders and protection along

the Ruvuman river that bor-
ders Tanzania.

"Unless this war this
year,” says biologist writer
Mia Couto, who s also the
former editor of the semt-offi-
cial Noticias daily, "we are in
danger of seeing this country
turned into an ecological
desert.” —IPS

Saving Selangor Peat Swamp Forest

O the wuntrained cye,
the lush greenery on
both sides of the clay
Lrack looks untouched, but to
Dr Idris M Said, a botanist
with the Asian Wetland Bureau

(AWB]) headquartered in
Malaysia, this verdant [orest
has been disturbed.

“You see the trees with the
three-lobed leaves?” he poin-
ted out. "They are Macaranga
puncticulata, a pioneer plant
species, Their presence indi-
cates that these are secondary
lorests,” he explained.

As il to emphasize Dr Idris's
point, we soon came upon
pockets of the forest which
showed evidence of logging
activities — old logging tracks,
tree stumps and felled logs left
to rot because they were of
poor quality.

We are in the North Selan-
gor Peat Swamp Forest, 78 km
from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia's

MW Ml pabeth Keml

by Chng Soh Koon

sum Game Reserve, about 400
ha of which overlap with the
northeastern part of the peat
swamp [orest.

Much of the peat swamp
forest has already been logged
for more than 50 years, while
some parts have been con-
verted for agricultural use, in-
cluding rice fields, and for oil
palm and rubber plantations.
At present, limited re-logging
is underway, while some areas
have been designated for agri-
cultural use.

As we travelled further
down the seemingly never-
ending track, two lorries laden
with freshly cut timber passed
us by Dr Idris shook his head
resignedly.

"It s sad to see trees cul
and the forest destroyed,” hc
said. "But the economy needs
the foreign exchange.”

However, steps are now

being taken to save parts of the

gor Government will soon im-
plement all the recommenda-
tions set but in the action plan.

The recommendations in-
clude increasing the size of the
4,280 ha Sungei Dusun Game
Reserve, and employing fores-
try practices which are less
damaging to the peat swamp
forest.

Current lo operations,
which make use of extraction
canals and logging roads to
transport the timber, drain the
peat swamp forest. Ditches are

also dug on both sides of log-

ng roads to maintain them.
In addition, heavy vehicles
called traxcavators are used to
drag logs over the ground to a
loading peint beside a railway,
canal or | road.
These vehicles cause con-
siderable damage to the fragile
at soil, This result in water-
ogging and increased surface
water flow-off, which then in-
hibits the regencration of the
forest. In the long run, such

logging operations are less

¥~ economic as the trees are not

How the nature is being harassed by man.

capital. The 75,000 ha forest is
the second largest peat swamp
forest in Peninsular Malaysia. It
is a rich source of commercial
timber such as “"meranti
bakau”, "bintangor”, "mertas”
and "ramin melawis.”

The forest also supports a
number of wild birds and ani-
mals. A total of 173 bird
species, 28 mammal species
and four primate species have
been recorded.

They include endangered
species such as the lesser
adjutant, short-toed coucal,
Sumatran rhinoceros, Asian
clephant, black , Mala-
yan sun bear and the Malayan
giant fruit bat.

Most of this wildlife is

it
Iqund within the Sunge! Du-

North Selangor Peat Swamp
Forest. Two forest reserves —

the Sungei Karang and the Raja
Musa — were formally gazetted
in January 1990. Although
much of the forest has been
extensively logged, these
reserves are relatively un-
touched.

Last year, the Selangor Gov-
ernment also endorsed an en-
vironmental action plan for the
forest. The action plan is a re-
sult of a p t undertaken by
the AWB funded by WWF in
Malaysia. The project was
aimed at providing an inte-
grated strategy for the long-
term sustainable management
of the t swamp forest.

Both the AWB and WWF-
Malaysia hope that the Sclan-

given a chance to reproduce.
The environmental action
plan recommends the use of
winches instead of heavy ma-
chinery to pull logs out to the
loading points, and log extrac-
tion railways, which do not
drain the peat swamp forest.

As the peat swamp retains
water during the wet season
and then releases it slowly
during drier periods, it acls
like a reservoir, supplying
water to the rice fields when
they need it most.

Besides supplying water to
the rice fields, the peat swamp
forest also plays an imporiant
role in alleviating floods. In
fact, the Selangor Drainage and
Irrigation Department is al-

using the forest to con-
trol floods effectively.

During the wet season,
rainwater is diverted from the
Su Bernam, a river in the
north of the forest, into the
swamp. Thus, downstream

ultural land and ofl palm
plantations as well as nearby
towns and village are pro-
tected from food damage.

“Let's hope the authorities
will take more action soon to
save what's leflt of the forest,”
said Dr ldris as we lefl the lush

greenery behind us,
— WWF Fealures



