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City's 'International Focus'
and 'Standard hotel’

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

"The spirit was very high at that time ... just
after independence,” he recalled his first trip
in 1972. In Dhaka, after twenty years, last
week, he spoke of the "biggest change” — the
city’s "International focus.”

And in the capital of the

country,” Ilch
Uuuhlnqvhn hm‘::

a hotel network -
nning the Pacilie,
wants to develop the
best hotel in Asia.

"It is the best in
Dhaka but we have
to improve the hu-
man resources (o be
the number one iIn
Asia,” the 5l-yecar-
old J nese told
The Star while

u guests at a
reception in his ho-
nour at the Sonar-
gaon Hotel's Ball
Room.

Sonargaon Hotel
is one of the 17 that
the Pan Pacific
Hotels & Resorts
(PPH&R) owns or
manages across the
conlinents. The
PPH&R is a sister
concern ol the To-
kyo Hotels — both
being members of
the Tokyo Compa-
nies headquartered T | . .
in Tokyo. A e | :

Umehara talked
about three objec-
tives to reach his

target. First, to ensure PPH&R standard
upheld throughout the network, no malter
whether the hotel is in Los Angcles or China,
Mecronesia or Canada. “Local flavour ... yes,
we need that ... but the fundamental should be
the same.”

“twenty -year old

JSD discussion meeting
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal JSD) will hold a discusston meel-

ing 19&&3‘ (Tuesday) on the death anniversary ol Col Taher at
Shaheed Col Taher Auditorium at 4 pm.

Inauguration of tea sales centre

National tea company will inaugurate ils tea salcs contre
today (Tuesday) at its 17 Kakrail road office at 11 am. |

Rotary Club of Dhaka

The regular weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
will be held today (Tuesday) at 5.15 pm at Dhaka Shcraton
Hotel.

Rin Haroun-er-Rashid will spcak on refllections on the
earth summit.

Rotary Club of Ramna

The regular meeting of Rotary Club of Ramna will be held
today (Tuesday) at 5.30 pm at llotel Sonargaon.

The Danish Ambassador to Bangladesh Knud Kjaer Niclsen
will be the chiefl guest.

Certificate giving ceremony

The certificate giving ceremony of the workshop organtsed
by Bangladesh Photographic Society (BPC) and British Council
will be held today (Tuesday) at the BPC oflice at 6 pm.

Rotary Club of Motijheel

The regular weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Motijhecl
will be held today (Tuesday) at 7 pm at House No. 8, Mitali
Housing Society, East Kafrul, Dhaka Cantonment.

Course on export credit

The inaugural session of the training session of the train-
ing course on "Export credit guarantce scheme” jointly
organised by the Export Development Project of USAID and
Export Credit Guarantee Department of Shadharan Bima
Corporation will be held today (Tuesday) at the auditorium of
Bangladesh Institute of Bank Management.

Workshop on fruits

The regional workshop on the utilization of traditional and
under cxploited fruits and nuts in Asfa will begin today
(Tuesday) at 9 am at the Bangladesh Agricultural Research
Council (BARC) conference room,

Holy Cross School exhibition

A three-day science exhibition of the Holy Cross Girls High
al 8:30 am.

begin today (Tucsday)

e ] el o A e e
e L oA =Rt o e L
._ ] : e

/ ol

BCL Meeting
The 13th general meeting of Bangladesh Chhatra lcaguc
(BCL) central council will be held tomorrow (Wednesday) al 8

4l the BCL central office.
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in Jatrabari PDB
premises yesterday.

Chairman, BPDB l;';:Ianl:ing a sapling

Staff Quarters housing complex
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Second, to develop
The PPH&R president during his two-day tour
of Dhaka approved a "comprehensive training
programme” in which the company's experts
will train the “rank and file stafl” of the Sonar-
gaon Hotel in "new techniques and service.

L]

Umehara being: greeted by tt?Enargnun staff.

the human resources.

The third obje-
ctive that Umehara
wants his hotels to
achieve is that each
of them be the "best
team” in respective
towns by 19893,
"best service®
1994 and “best
reputation” by 1996.

Umehara's com-
pany is only the ma-
nager of the Sona-
rgaon Hotel, Hotels
International Limi-
ted (HIL) being the
owning com re-
presenting the Ban-
gladesh Govern-
ment. The PPH&R
which shares the
hotel's profit as ma-
nagement [ee rene-
wed its contract last
August alter comp-
leting two [ive-year
terms.

During his stay,
he met the Civil
Aviation Minister
and the HIL Chair-
man. With HIL chief,
he discussed the
"results” of the first
six months of 1992,
"plans” for the next

six months and the 1993 training programme.

While being modest in admitting that “it's
near the international standard,” Umehera was
all praise for the “high standard of service and
high stafl morale” in Sonargaon, the country’s
only Five-Star hotel.

BDR seized
Tk 361.16 cr
goods 1n 20 yrs

By Staff Cerrespondent

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
scized smuggled goods worth
aboul Tk 361 crore and 16
lakh from various parts of the
countiry dqr:lng the last 20
years.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury Monday informed
the parliament that the s,
smuggled through the borders
into the country, were seized
by the BDR men since 1972
until May 31, 1992.

Replying to a question by
Md Sirajul Islam (Pabna-4), he
said that the highest quantity
of smuggled goods worth about
Tk 109.05 crore was recov-
cred in 1989 followed by Tk
6| crore and 75 lakh in 1991.

In 1972, the quantity of
scized goods was valued at
about Tk 58 lakh, he added.

In response to another
question by Ebadur Rahman
Chowdhury ( Maulvi bazar-1),
the Minister told the House
that 277 women and children
were rescqued from the human
traflickers since January 1,
1991 till May 31, 1992.

78 lakh rural
families

landless

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 56.50 per cent of
the total 1.38 rural families of
the country are landless.

State Minister for Land Md.
Kabir Hossain Sunday informed
the Parliament that 78,06,970
rural families, composing
56.50 per cent of the total, did
not have any agricultural land
other than homesteads.

The minister was replying
tlo questions by Haji Rashed
Mosharral of Awami 'League
during the question-answers
nours in the llouse Sunday
morning.

Quoting from the agricul-
ture census 1983-84, the
minister said that rural fami-
lies with less than 0.50 acres
of land including their home-
steads, were considered land-

less.
oo
BTV
Tuesday

5.00 Opening announcement
Al- Quran
Programme summary

5.10 News in Bangla

5.20 Recitation from the Geeta

5.25 Eurc- Cup 92
Denmark vs Germany

7.05 Nazrul Songs

8.00 News in Bangla

8.40 Drama series
Baro Rakom Manush

10.00 News in English

10.25 Parllament round-up

10.35 Meni scries On the
Reverse Run

11.30 Khabar/ The News

11.40 Wednesdays programme
summary

11.45 Closing

Metropolitan

Death sentences |

on four

carried out

By Staff Correspondent

Death sentences against
four convicts were executed
during the fiscal 1991-92,
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury Monday told the
pariiament.

They were : Abdul Kuddus
of Pabna, Nurul Islam of My
‘mensingh, Molla Rafiqul Islam
of Bagerhat and Md Saheb Alf
Khan of Jhalakati, he said

The Minister was replying
to Principal MM Nazrul Islam
(Bhola-4) during the question-
answer hour in parliament
Monday morning,

Responding to another

, the Home Minister said

t a total of 1061 prisoners
were released from different
jails on the occasion of Victory

Day. 1991.

264 weapons
looted from

police
By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury Monday informed
the parliament that 264
weapons and 13,773 rounds of
cartridges werc looted from
the police during the last 19
years.

Replying to Kazi Md Anwar
Hossain of Jatiya Party,
Chowdhury said that 36 sell
loading rifles [SLR), 42 sub
machine guns (SMG) and three
light machine guns (LMG)
were also snatched away from
the police from 1972 to 1991.

The year 1973 topped the
list of the lost fire-arms in
which 56 rifles, 12 SMGs, one
LMG and 4962 cartridges were
looted from the police, he
added.

The Home Minister told
another questioner that the
government has created 1135
new posts in the newly in-
stalled Rajshahi metropolitan
police.

Another 1120 posts in the
armed battalion of police were
also under consideration ol the
government, he added.
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IBM expert giving demonstration of Pumori Banking

Systems at a local Hotel on Monday.

— Star photo

IBM introducing easy

computer system
for banking

By Staff Correspondent

The International Business
Machine (IBM) is introducing a
compultcer system for banking
in Bangladesh, namely, the
'Pumori On-line Banking
System’.

This system can be installed
in all categories of banks of
the country, from small to
complex types, and would pro-

vide numerous [acilities to

Pt’Df YUHUS both the bankers and the
clients, if installed.

awarded Doctor | At a seminar on ‘Pumort

On-line Multiuser Banking

Of LEHGI’S System’, jointly organised by

Profl Muhammad Yunus,
founder and Managing Director
of Grameen Bank, "has been
awarded the degree of Doctor
ol Letters by the University of
East Anglia, Norwich, England,
reports [355.

In their annual congrega-
tion held on July 9, the untver-
sity in its citation, for the de-
gree ¢numerated the achieve-
ments of Prof Yunus in con-
ceiving the idea of the banking
for the poor and implementing
it in rural Bangladesh. It also
mentions that Grameen Bank
concept is now being imple-
mented widely around the
world including the advanced
country like the United States.

Grameen Bank, operates in
28,000 villages of Bangladesh.
It is now being replicated in
40 countries around the world.
Repayment rate of the bank is
over 98 per cent.

Machinery worth
Tk 1.2 lakh
recovered

CHITTAGONG, July 20: Port
police recovered some stolen
machinery parts worth Taka
one lakh twenty thousand
from a house at South
Halishahar here last night, re-
ports BSS.

According to police, the
parts were earlier stolen from
factory of Export Processing
Zone (EPZ). Police arrested
Md Selim in this connection.

IBM, National System Solution
(NSS) and Mercantile Office
Systems.s Nepal, specakers said
the Pumori system would be
very cheap to install and easy
o operale.

The seminar, addressed by
experts [rom Mercantile Sys-
tems Sanjiv Rajbhandari and
Prakash Bajracharya and IBM
3angladesh executive Shahja-
han Majumdar Bir Pratik, was
told that the Pumori system
very much flexible in appli-
cation, could ecasily set up an
interactive network among
several branches of a bank

The Pumori systemi had
been developed in Nepal and
made to suit the needs ol Lhe
banking system of the sub-
conlinent.

The seminar was largely at-
tended by officials from vari-
ous government and private
banks and business execulives.

Spcakers suggested that a
small banking system take the
IBM-offered Pumori Lite
System, a bigger network pick
Pumori Base and a complex
banking go for the Extended
System, and thus options for
the buyers being offered,

The system would also pro-
vide a high security system for
both the clients and the
bankers. It was able to restrict
unauthorised access to bank
information, the speakers said,
minimize chances of errors,
ensure data integrity but still
offered suflicient management
control.
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By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 6 am
today (Tuesday) says, light or moderate rain or showers are
likely to occur at many places over Dhaka, Khulna and
Chittagong divisions and at a few places over Rajshahi division
with moderately heavy falls at places.

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged over

the country.

The Met Office says, rainfall activities are likely to de-

crease after two days.

Yesterday (Monday) the country experienced rainfall at

many

places. Rainfall recorded in 12 hours from 6 am to 6

pm were: Sitakundu 40 mm, Jessore 39 mm, Kutubdia 30
mm, Chuadanga and Feni 23 mm each, Teknaf 21 mm,
Rangamati and Maijdi court 18 mm each, Khepupara and
Rajshahi 6 mm each, Faridpur 4 mm and Dhaka 1 mm.

The maximum temperature of 32.5 degree Celsius was re-
ported from Chuadanga yesterday and the minimum of 23.5
degree was reported from Rangamati.

The sun sets today at 6.47 pm and rises at 5.23 am tomor-

row

"h'nc maximum and the minimum temperature and humid-

ity recorded in some major citics and towns of the country

yesterday were:

' the special

Cities/Towns Tem ture in Humidity in
degree Celsius percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 30.4 25.0 o7 B6
Chittagong 20.3 24.6 97 85
Rajshahi 29.0 25.7 98 93
Khulna 30.0 24.2 97 84
Dinafpur 30.4 25.5 86 76
Sylhet 29.2 24.4 05 97
I Cox's Bazar 28.0 24.8 95 86
Jessore 20.5 24.6 . -

The system also has ac-
commodations of programmes
or instruction needed by par-
licular banks to suit its own set
of requircments and opera-
tional methods.

With the introduction ol
this system, the banks would
be able to do complex and
long auditing works, which
may take a month with the ex-
isting system, within two or
three days.

[[ a client installs a personal
compuler at his disposal out of
the bank, he can cxchange in-
formation on his own financial
maltters with the bank, the
speakers said.

The seminar was followed
by a demonstration of the
Pumori System.s
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Sohearto's special
envoy ViIsits
Women's Affairs
Department

Special envoy of Indonesian
President and State Minister
for the role of Women A
Sulasikin Murpratoma Monday
visited the Women's Affairs
Department in the capital, re-
ports UNB.

State Minister for Social
Wellare and Women's Affairs
Sarwari Rahman accompanies
envoy during the
visit.

The cnvoy went round dil-
ferent sections including train-
ing units — Secretarial Scie-
nce, Tailoring, Embroidery,
Knttting and Computer
courses.

Sulasikin was briefed the
aims and objectives of the on
going development projects of
the department.

She planted a sapling at the
premises of the women’s al-
fairs department. State Minis-
ter Sarwari’ Rahman also
planted a sapling there.

The envoy, later, visited
the Women Support Centre.
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| Rotarians asked to

-

|

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas asked the ro-
tarfans to extend their ser-
vices to the for the
benefit of the vast multitudes
of under privileged who live
there, reports BSS.

"Don’t confine your service
programmes to towns only. but
take those to the *, the
President told members of Ro-
tary Club at a function held
here last evening.

The President was the chief
guest at the 25th installation
ceremony of the office bearers
of Rotary Club of Dhaka North
for the year 1992-93. The
function was also addressed by
Rotary Governor for district

| extend service upto
village level

3280, LK Suddiqgl MP, and In-
President of the club
Referring to abject poverty
in the country, the President
said government alone canno!
tackle this gigantic task He

sought support and inftiative of
voluntary erganizations like

Rotary Clubs to supplement
government mmes for
altaining self-rellance, the de
clared objective of the present
democratic administration

The President asked the
well-to-do section of the soci
ety to come forward for alle
viating poverty and help
others in becoming scll-re
liant
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CONSIGNMENTS

LIABLE TO BE CONFISCATED AND AUCTIONED AS PER SEC.
OF THE CUSTOMS ACT 1969 WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE/REFERENCE.

AINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO.539/92 FOR SINGAPORE AND ALSO

| THE VESSEL WILL LOAD CONT
EAST/WEST COAST OF U.S. CANADA, UK/CONTINENT, MEDT.

FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO
FAR-EAST/JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND PORIS.

FOR BOOKING AND OTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT
GENERAL AGENTS:

Bangladesh

| <> NGSHIP Management Pte Ltd
- NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES /SHIPPERS

M. V. NEW GENLORD V7992 TMP. ROT NO. 548/92 WILL BERTH CHITTAGONG PORT ON OR

i ABOUT 21ST JULY, 1992 WITH IMPORT CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE EX.V.D. LA
FONTAINE VO624W, EX. V.D. CANOPUS V9724w, EX.AL MARIYA V06, EX. BANGKOK BRIDGE

AND ALSO CONTAINERS EX.SINGAPORE.

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF GOODS IMMEDIATELY AFTER DISCHARGE
SURVEY APPLICATION MUST BE PRESENTED TO US WITHIN 3 DAYS OF DISCHARGE NO CLAIM
WILL BE ENTERTAINED NOR ANY LIABILITIES ACCEPTED IN RESPECT OF DAMAGE TO AND OR
SHORT LANDINGS OF CONSIGNMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM STORAGE SHED. IN
EVENT OF CONSIGNEES TAKING DIRECT DELIVERY SURVEY TO BE HELD AT SHIP'S SIDE ONLY.

WTCEHHEDHIW#ED!ISMMDAT‘EWLMMMEIMSHIF IHEI
167(8) AND SEC. 82 RESPECTIVELY

Tel 504313 500123
T - £33027 BDSHP BJ

T " f.-q‘:"'l .

i
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KHULN
% Vousd Fow

W zap s 196 Motihesl C/A
Tel- 21175, 24530 Tel 884548 884547
Th - 633002 BDSM B :
Telegram * BDSHIP
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