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system needs to be

dramatically improved to
bripg about success for the
government's compulsory pri-
mary education programme, so

Cole P Dodge, the out-
going UNICEF ‘representative
in

THE ‘problematic’ school

"The government has an
excellent policy on compulsory
ﬁl;l:nnr}r education but the de-

ri of services has been
much more problematic,” he
adds.

Iin an interview with The
Daily Star, Dodge also dwells
on his experiences of over
three years here, on the
progress of various UNICEF
programmes, the role of non-
government organisations
(NGOs) in the developmental
process, possible fields of re-
gional cooperation to improve
the condition of children, the
role of the media and on his
personal and [amily life.

"What | will remember most
about Bangladesh is the very
good work experience which |
have had here,” he says "there
have becen more successes for
children in Bangladesh than

any other country that |
worked in.”

Cole P Dodge served as the
UNICEF representative in

Uganda and Sudan before be-
ing posted in Bangladesh in
1989. He now {uinn as the
UNICEF Regional Director for
cast and southern Africa based
in Nairobi, Kenya.

Noting that the compulsory
primary education programme
is a commitment of this gov-
ernmen!, Dodge points out
that fts implementation is go-
ing to require for the govern-
ment to actively pursuing, re-
questing and encouraging so-
ciety at large to become in-
volved in education.

However, he says
"sometimes | think the gov-
ernment lacks the vision to
sce that education is some-
thing that must be achieved by
society and not just by the gov-
ernment.

The ministry of education,
Dodge adds, should mobilise
the cooperation of maktabs,
mosques and other related
institutions as well as the
NGOs and other communities,
not to te with the min-
istry, but 1o compliment its
programme to provide educa-
tion for all children.

Referring to the general
trend of the formal sectors be-
ing 'notoriously inefficient’
compared to the informal sec-
tors in the country, Dodge
laments "so it is also true with
the education sector that the
teachers’ associations and
unions have effectively whit-
tled down the amount of time
spent in the class room teach-
ing to a bare minimum.”

Bangladeshi primary school
teachers spend only about 440

by S Y Bakht
hours per year in the class health of people.
rooms compared to 1,200 Only when the human exc-
hours in China, he notes. reta is salely disposed off in pit

Teachers in India, Indonesia
and other regional countrics
also spend more time teaching
than in Bangladesh.

He also observes that
poverty is a principal motivat-
ing factor for parents to edu-
cate their children while
pointing out that this is what
made the Bangladesh Rural
Advancement Centre (BRAC)
schools so successful.

“The valuable works done by
the Pathokoli Trust is worthy
of mention.” he says "and [ am
pleased to see that Pathokoli
has survived, though it is much
smaller than it was under the
former rmment.”

"People who are caught in
the vicious cycle of poverty sece
education of their children as
the only escape from it and
that is why nearly four out ol
five six-year-old children are
enrolled in school.”

latrines that the population
can get rid of the seasonal epi-
demics of diarrhoea and con-
tagious fecal diseases like hep-
atitis and polio, Dodge adds.

In the health sector, he
lerms the Extended
Programme on [Immunization
(EP1) as a “phenomenal suc-
cess.” While noting that the
EP! coverage was only 38 per
cent in 1989.

"By 1990 we realised that
for the first time a social pro-
gramme in Bangladesh Ld
broken the 25 or 40 per cent
coverage barrier and had
reached 70,80 and in some
cases even 90 per cent of
mothers and children under
one year of age,” he recalls.

Dodge also acknowledges
the help extended by various
government ministries, NGOs,
service clubs and the press
coverage in generating support

Cole P Dodge served as the UNICEF repre-
and Sudan before being

sentative in Uganda

posted in Bangladesh in 1989. He now joins
as the UNICEF Regional Director for east
and southern Africa based in Nairobi,

Kenya.

llowever, he says that the
school system needs to bc
‘dramatically’ improved so that
these children can be retained
in school.

Programmes on water and
sanitation, health and educa-
tion are the three basic areas
where UNICEF is involved.

"Eighty per cent of the
people in rural Bangladesh
now have access to tubewell
water for drinking,” he says of
the water programme slarted
20 years ago.

He acknowledges that the
"less well known but recently
popularised” programm¢ on
sanitation, although concep-
tually a part of the water pro-
gramme from 1972 onwards,
received a smaller budget allo-
cation and achieved lower lev-
cls of coverage. But he hastens
to add "this has been rectified
and in the new 1993-95 pro-

s, sanitation will re-
ceive 40 per cent of the water
and sanitation budget alloca-
tion."

Moreover, he points out,
recent surveys show that the
sanitation coverage has in-
creased from eight per cent in
1988 to 25 per cent in 1991,

“If this is true, it means that
Bangladesh is on the threshold
of a sanitation revolution,” he
declares, adding "my hope is
that when the coverage gocs
up to the 50, 60 and 70 per
cent levels, then you will see
rcal improvements in the

for the EPI drive.

"Notable support came from
the Rotary International which
really mobilised their clubs
throughout the country and in-
ternationally and today, Rotary
pays for all the polio vaccines
for example,” he adds.

Dodge notes that it is im-
portant to recognise that not a
single new employee of the
government was hired and not
a single vehicle was purchased
for the programme.

"But none of this could have
happened without the support
of the lamily planning pro-
gramme,” he says "and | must
cmphasise that the family
planning programme and the
[amily welfare workers were
the backbone of EPL."

lHe points out that while the
major donors initially resisted
the idea of family planning
workers doing EPl, repecated
stutiies showed that they did a

job in immunisation and,
in addition, the success rate in
promoting condoms and pills
also increased.

"So it is interesting to nole
today that the contraccptive
prevalence rate has jumped to
40 per cent and EPI stands at
80 per cent,” he noles

In the hcalth scctor,
UNICEF is also involved in the
oral rchydration therapy pro-
gramme, providing essential
drugs and also providing the
government assistance for
lraining and supporting scveral

NGOs in their health pro-
mes.

The third rogramme

UNICEF is in is in the

education sector. "UNICEF was
the largest donor in the field
of education until the
World Bank education

project was -ﬂnvwd a couple
of years ago,” he says.

also has some word
of praise for the work relating
to children done by the NGOs.
He says that the NGOs have
done “phenomenally well” and
arce making a "significant con
tribution” to the country and
the Grameen Bank and BRAC
are well around the
world for making profound
contribution for improving the
lives of the people here

On regional cooperation to
improve the condition of chil-
dren, Dodge says that there
arc a number of things the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
nations could do to dramati-
cally improve the condition of
children.

He singles out the lodation
of edible salt as an ‘obvious’
one, while noting that todine
deficiency is a problem in
most of these countries and
that salt produced in India is
sold in Nepal and Bangladesh
and some salt from Bangladesh
goes into other countries.

"If all table salt were ie-
dated at the salt crusher it
would then improve the condi-
tion of pn:dgnlnt women and
children dramatically,” hc
adds.

Has the media played a
supportive role for improving
the conditions of children?
Are there any arcas where
more media attention {s
needed?

"I wish the press were
more active and did more in-
vestigative journalism and had
a sustained and qualitative in-
terest in social {ssues, particu-
larly quality newspaper report-
ing on issues related to chil-
dren,” he says.

Although, he adds, media
support in covering social is-
sues was ‘excellent’, he hoped
that the press would "really get
into the education bandwagon
and pressure government, re-
ligious institutions and NGOs
into assuring that primary ed-
ucation is available for every
child in esh.

Referring to the success
achieved in oral rehydration
for therapy, EPI coverage, wa-
ter and sanitation, legislation
for compulsory primary educa-
tion and ratification of the
convention on the rights of the
child, he concludes: "I hope
that these can be put together
in such a way that you will in-
deed have much progress for

children in the decade to
come.”

HE world of Islam and
several insights into its
perspectives and inte-
rrelationships came into pro-
minent focus when Prof. Dr.
Annemarie Schimmel, Eme-
ritus Professor at the Univer-
sity of Bonn for Islamic Seci-
ence was felicitated on her

seventicth birthday at a fune-
tion held at the university
amid much academic and pub-
lic enthusiasm.

The rare opportunity of
delving intb the secmingly

-y
.

Internationally renowned Islamic scholar

Dialogue in Focus

Arabia, India, Pakistan and the
United States of America, Prof
Burgel related detafls of her
writings, and lec-
tures as well as the fllustrious
names of politiclans, econo-
mists, scholars, scie-
nitsts social figures who
crossed her path in influ-
encing her world view of the
Islamic faith.

Prof. Annemarie Schimmel,
who taught Religious History in
Turkish at the University of
Ankara and spent 20 years

Prof. Dr. Annemarie Schimmel, Emeritus
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Islam as partner in Inter-Religious

Islam and its are
reflected in two of her works

published in 1982 and 1984 —

"As Through a Vel :
Poetry in Islam, 1982"
(English) and “"Stermn wund

Blume, Die Bilderwelt der is-
lamischen Poesie, 19847, in
German

A special appeal of Prol.
Schimmel's scientific work
relates to the study of Indo-ls-
lamic Hierature and which s
distinguished by her compre-
hensive interpretation of the

Professor for Islamic Science at the University of Bonn was felicitated in Bonn on the oc-
casion of her seventieth birthday. A large number of academicians, officials and well-
wishers attended the function held at the university premises. Prof. Schimmel is seen here
along with other members of the Faculty on the occasion.

mystifying attitudes and tenets
of the Islamice faith in its rami-
fications in various parts of the
world was made possible by
the organised efforts of the
Oriental Seminars of the uni-
versitics of Bonn and Bern as
well as the Department of Ori-
enlal Studies at the University
ol Bamberg through a projec-
tion of the manifold scholarly
activities of Prof. Schimmel
concerning a scientific study of
Islamic societies, influenced by
the cultural, sociological, polit-
ical and economic backdrops
ol their respective regions.

If it was thought that the,
obscrvations, experiences and
incisive scholarly works of
Profl. Schimmel that spanned
scveral decades could not be

compressed into a perfectly

interesting and intelligible lau-
datory exercise, Prof. Dr. JC
Burgel (Oriental Seminar of
the University of Bern) fruvcd
it otherwise.

Launching into a discourse
on the highlights of Prof.
Schimmel's career that took
her to various corners of the
world, including Turkey, Saudi

teaching and rcsearching as
Professor for Indo-Muslim Cul-
ture at Harvard University,
among others, is the author of
numerous publications in
German, English, Arabic and
Turkish languages that reflect
her contributions in 3 main
ficlds : a) the classical Islamic
religiosity and Mysticism, b)
the Indo-Muslim culture (a
special focus of her scientilic
intcrest) and c¢) Islamic art,
particularly Islamic calligraphy.
Along with scientific work in
these areas, there have also
been expressive translations
from Arabic, Persian, Turkish,
Urdu and Sindhi poelic texts
into German and English.

Prof. Schimmel's work in
the arca of Islamic religious
history is primarily in the
realm of mysticism. Significant
here is her study “"Mystical
Dimensions of Islam (1975]
where she has analysed Lhe
mystical traditions of Arabs,
Turks, Iranians and Islamic
Indians, especially the Suli
tradition.

Her deep undcrstanding of
the classical mystical poctry of

Photo: INP | University Bonn

religious works of Sir Muha-
mined Igbal. the spiritual fat-

her of the concept ol Pakistan,
Published as "Gabriel's Wing. A
Study into the religious ideas
of Sir Muhammed Igbal”,
1963, the study was notable
inasmuch as Igbal, who had his
roots in the Indo-Islamic trad-
ition. was yet considerably inf-
luenced by Western educ-ation.
Understandably, the pol-ftical
significance of Igbal led to her
assessment of Pakistan as a
nation, summed up in "Paki-
stan, a Castle of a Thou-sand
Carew”, published i Gérman In
1965,

The renowned Islamic sch-
olar also draws a survey of
Urdu and Sindhi literature into
her perspective of religious
history, thus closing what was
hitherto a gap in research
since neither Indologists nor
Islamic cxperts engage them-
sclves in this field. The intel-
lectual currents underlying
this literature have been sys-
tematically summarised in her
monumental work — “Islam in
the Indian sub-continent
(1981)".

ligraphy (1970)" and “Calligr-
aphy and Islamic Culture

I'rol. Schimmel has, thro-
ugh her colossal works, ope-
ned a window of understan-
ding to Islamic culture and its
exponents, building bridges
across narrow national bound-

aries and bringing people iIn
Lhe Islamic culture closer in an

increasingly shrinking world.

The Bonn function also saw
Prol. Dr. R Wiclandt of the De-
partment of Oriental Studies =t
the Untversity of Bamberg de-
itver an {lluminating lecture on
the theme “The West and its
Christians — a possible dia-
logue partner for contempo-
rary Mushms?".

Stating that such a
did exist for | time, the
professor point out. how-
cver, lo its inadequacy in a
post-colonial lndTut—Huh'-
ical world that demanded
more openness and a capacity

for appreciating the position of
the other.

The f[act was that
Islamic partners operated un-
der quite another paradigm
inasmuch as Islam was consid-
ered a strong but closed reli-
gious faith, with no loopholes,
and providing solutions for all
of life's problems and situa-
lions.

She made (t clear,
though, that {{ Muslims werc
regarded as living an [slamic-
centred world, no less was the
(act that Eurocentrism had to
be overcome too.

On balance, Prof. Wielandt
gave an optimistic assessment
of the potential for a dialogue
between today's Muslims and
the Christians of the West in a
cantinually evolving process.

Aptly, the Bonn function
concluded with a liting 'Per-
sian music' recital rendered by
Bahman Yasaei and Azita Mos-
towfi, providing glim-pses of
yet another facet of the rich
Islamic culture. ;

— (IN-Press)

| Yo sénooL }

YOU CANT BE A GOOD

STUDENT IF YOU ARE

HUNGRY OR SICK 3
A\

5—‘29 Y 4

2 e (] :
. |
e W

& PR =2
RATe
i 1 .

"

il
e
-+

&
e

TIME FOR
{S CHOOL.

o m——

YOU CANT LEARN IF
YOUR PARENTS
COMMUNITY AND

SERVICE AGENCIES
E_AEE NOT SUPPORTIVE

.

EDUCATION REQUIRES
MORE THAN A
CLASSROOM

: ,mr‘ = )=
RN I T
:-_ = -.__-__--.1-:_. . =
, i o " -
= ] M
e

ANID to

Education Project

HE Danish International
I Development Agency
(DANIDA) has decided 1o
provide USD 1.5 million
towards financing a USD 2
million non-formal education
project in Mongolia.
The project was prepared
by UNESCO to meet the basic

.learning needs of more than

15,000 illiterate and semi-il-
literate Mongolian nomadic
families living in the Gobi
desert, which covers about
onc-third of the country.
DANIDA informed UNESCO of
its decision to finance the pro-
ject in mid-April.

The Mongolian government,
which is carrying out a series
of reforms towards a market
economy, last year invited
UNESCO to study the prevall-
ing situation and suggest ways
of reorganizing the education
system, as well as prepare pro-
ject proposals for
to donor agencies for funding.

The project offers a one-
sear programme combining
crash courses at district cen-

resentation -

tres through distance educa-
tion, particularly radio pro-
grammes and visiting teachers
and specialists.

Tcachers and specialists

The Mongolian govern-
ment, which is carrying
out a series of reforms to-
wards a market economy,
last year invited UNESCO
to study the prevailing sit-
uation and suggest ways

tion system, as well as

prepare project proposals
for presentation to donor

agencies for funding.

——————————————
will be trained in non-formal
education curricula while ap-
propriate post-lite materi-
als and teachers' guides will be
developed and distributed.
Among the immediate ob-
jectives of the project is ensur-
ing that by the end of the

year's course, the participants

will have basic knowledge in:
— management and ac-
countancy to help them
take up new opportunities
arising from the transition
to an open market
economy;
— improved cattle rearing
techniques;
— family education, in-
cluding family planning,
health, nutrition and hy-
giene; and .
— upgrading literacy and
aunrlﬂa.l skills.

The project will initially be
implemented in five provinces
constituting Gobi desert,
where the nomadic [amilies
lcad a particularly difficult life
because of bad climatic condi-
tions and poor infrastructure.

More than 20 per cent of
the families are headed by sin-
gle women who have the sole
responsibility for the children
and the family's cattle, which
are the main source of income.
Some women have up to six
children.

Mothers Tested as Teachersl

N Chile, as c¢lsewherc
I in the Third World,

failure at school is
common among the pooreslt
scetors of socicty and becomes
a vicious circle that Lraps
children in poverty and
illiteracy.

Trying to remedy this situa-
ion, the Centro de Estudios y
Alcncion del Nio y la Mujer
(CEANIM), a Chilean non-
governmental organizatlion
(NGO), launched a project in
1981 enabling children from
poor arcas of Santiago to adapt

to formal education with somc

chance of success.
This experiment has now

been operating for 10 years )

and involves a preschool edu-
cation system that encouragces
mothers to be participants in
their children's education.

The process is derived from
alternative theories 1o
preschool education developed
in the 1960s and was begun by
CEANIM during the darkest
days of the military govern-
ment that ruled Chile in the
19708 and 1980s — a time
when the impact of repression
and the economic crisis on the
poorest classes was particu-
larly severe.

CEANIM is an NGO founded
in 1979. Its mission is to pro-
vide an impetus to preschool
cducation using low-cost

‘methods and drawing on the

community’'s own financial and

human resources. Communily
preschool care centres, known
as Centros Comunitarios dc
Atencion Preescolar (CCAP),
were created with [acilities
provided by the Catholic
Church and funding from in-
ternational organizations.

The centres arc based on
the theory developed by the
founders, CEANIM's team of
specialists led by psychologist
Dr Maria Angelica Kotlfarenco,
that each educational success
centre's is directly dependent
on the work of the mothers in-
volved in iis management, op-
eration, and administration.

"The educational resulls ol

the preschool centres arc im- -

pressive,” Dr Kotliareneo says.
"Il is an urgent task to try and
bridge the gulfl between formal
and nonformal schooling. | be-
lieve that this is one way in
which we can lower the failure
and dropoul -rates in clemen-
tary schools”

The centres’ methodology
involves volunteer work by the
mothers in their children's
cducational process. They Lrain
for this by attending personal

is hcaded by mother-educalors
who have distinguished them-
selves by their work, judge-
ment, and lcadership. Ten
years into the project, therc
are now 15 centres in opera-
tion under the direction ol
mothers. designated as
"education facilitators.” CEA-
NIM's team of cxperts s
responsible only for training
and ongoing supervision.

Dr Kotliarenco says Lhe

cess at school.

Our rescarch has demon-
strated that children whose
mothers play a role in the
kindergarten achieve markedly
better result,” Dr Kotlifrenco
says. "Measurement comparing
a group of children from tra-
ditional kindergartens with a
group [from one ol our
preschool centres, using c¢hil-
dren with similar potential for

intellectual development, show

A programme developed in poor dreas of Santiago,
kindergarten classes as education facilitators,

Chile, integrating mothers into
has proved to be an efficient

alternative in preparing children to meet the demands of formal schooling.

—“M

development workshops
where they learn aboul social-
ization, hcalth, hygiene, and
diet.

The system also requires
that the mothers themsclves
operate their centres. During a
centre's first year of operation
it is run by CEANIM cxpcrts;
in its sceond year, responsibil-
ity is shared by the mothers
and the experts; and, for the
third and subscquent years, it
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preschool cducation process
for children from cextremcly
poor backgrounds achicves
more favourable resulis when
mothers are invelved in the
classroom. Studies carried out
with IDRC funding show that
these children are able to en-
ter formal education under
conditions thal are morc
[avourable to the teaching-
learning and adjustment pro-
cesses so flundamental to sue-
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that our children scored much
higher in terms ol preparation
for the schools system.

Mothers in the preschool
centres also scemed to find
many advantages in this alter-
native to the traditional educa-
tion system,

Many said they had dilli-
culty in obtaining access Lo
institutional kindergartens in
Santiago, for which demand
cxeceds supply. The fact that

il — -

Ten years into the CEANIM project, 15 centres are now in operation under the direction of
mothers as "education facilitators.

the CEANIM centres are lo-
caled within their communi-
tirs and in the immediate
vicinity of their homes makes
them all the more convenient
and accessible.

They also pointed out the
low cosl factor: in addition to
their obligatory period of duty
once a week in the kinder-
garten, cach mother had. to
bring cleaning supplies only
onece a month.

Other advantages Lhey
mentioned included the op-

portunity to participate in
carc of their children. Mothers
found this infinitely preferable
lo the formal system where,
they said in effect, "you donm't
know what they teach or how
they lmldyour child.”

"In addition to being here
with the children, we also
lcarn to educale ourselves
along with them,” says Lorenal
Pachcco Caceres, a young
meother in the Cardenla Caro
CCAl'. located in onc ol
metropolitan Santago s poor
est and most deprived slums.

Most mothers said that Lhis
type of system provides them
with a greal sense of personal
(ulfillment and development.
They acquired new knowledge
aboul children and have sus-
iined higher levels of com-
munication with their children
at home,

“We Jearn in another way
and grow along with them,’
adds Mrs Caccres. “We dis-
cover many things thal we
were not aware of before, In
ierms of caring for and educal-
ing our children. We also learn
about health, education, and
proper diet as well as hew 0
gl along with the other moth-
ers and we develop grealer
scll-confidence.”

CEANIM, for its pari, has
branched out in ether diree-
(jons, introducing the CCAV
cxperiment o the other sec-
tors of society with varying de-

. grees ol success.

— IDRC Reports



