Parliament roundup

Three bills were introduced
in parliament yesterday, re-
mm

The Mines and Mincrals

and Development)

Bill 1992, introduced by
Energy Minister Khandaker
Mosharral Hossain, secks to
to existing Act of

the ebjeetives of
the Bill, the Minister liﬂh:::

couraging has n
made in the lield of develop-
ment and exploration of min-
eral resources in the country.
Socio-economic situation de-
mands ensuring proper con-
trol and use of mineral re-
sources, check illegal extrac-
tion, ensure collection of rev-
enue, use ofl new technology
in exploration and extraction
of such resource, he added.

It provides punishment
upto three years' jail and fine
for violation of rules set by the
authorities on exploration li-
censing and leasing of mines.

The second, the Bangiﬂ.dﬁh
House Building Finance
Corporation (Amendment) Bill
1992, piloted by Finance
Minister Saffur Rahman, secks
to raise the paid-up capital of
HBFC from Tk 10 crore to 110
crore and its reserves fund as
well.

The amendment is essential

Huda denies his

involvement in
Shahriar's
termination

Information Minister Naz-
mul Huda denied in parliament
yesterday that he had part in
the termination of Shahriar
Kabir, Executive Editor of
Weekly Bichitra, reports UNB.

The denial came when MA
Awal Mia, in his speech on the
budget, accused lluda of order-
ing termination of Shahriar for
his involvement with the
Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul Commi-
tiee campaigning for trial of
Jamaat leader Golam Azam.

"The observation is irre-
sponsible and made without
verification”, the minister said
and threw challenge to the
Awami League member {rom
Kushtia to substantiate his con-
tention.

Speaker Shaikh Razzaque
Ali, refusing floor to any of half
a dozen members from the
opposition, asked Awal to pro-
vide him documents that the
minister had ordered
Shahriar's termination, failing
which his remarks will be ex-
punged from the proceedings.

The Bichitra management
issued on Thursday the termi-
nation letter to Shahriar, who
had been working for the mag-
azine since Bichitra started as
weekly soon after liberation,
"on grounds of insolvency of
the weekly."

Meanwhile, Kabir was re-
ported to have intimated the
journalists’ union that his ter-
mination came on the heals of
his meeting with the
Information Minister.

"Choose betweeén Bichitra
and Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul
Committee, the two cannot go
together," Shahriar quoted the
minister as telling him with a
veiled threat during the June
28 meeting.

Nirmul Committee, com-
posed of members of the intel-
ligentsia, has launched a cru-
sade against the Jamaat chief,
Golam Azam, fgr his role dur-
ing the War of Liberation in
1971.

57 MPs urge govt

Withdraw cases
against RU

students
By Staff Correspondent

Fiftyseven members of par-
lHament, belonging to Awami
League led Opposition, in a
statement yesterday urged the
government to withdraw the
case against 60 student leaders
of the Rajshahi University.

The MPs, in their state-
ment, termed the case false
and said that immediately alter
the anti-autocracy movement
the three alliances extended
support to the demand of the
students to withdraw the case.

The signatories include
Abdus Samad Azad, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition,
Sajeda Chowdhury, Tofael
Ahmed, Suranjit Sen Gupta,
Mohammad Nasim, Rashed
Khan Menon, Col (retd)
Shawkat Ali and Shamsuddoha.

1967.

in view of enlar the loan
programmes of the Cor-
poration, the minister added.

The last one, the Bangla-
desh Export Processing Zones
Authority (Amendment] Bill
1992 seeks a minor change in
the existing Act of 1980.

It provides that Prime
Minister will be the Chairman
of the Board of Governors of
BEPZA in place of the
President in pursuance of
transfer of the executive pow-
ers to the Prime Minister.

The bill was initiated by
LGRD Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder.

Tofael Ahmed opposed in-
troduction of the bill but his
feeble attempt was rejected by
the louse by voice vote.

The llouse was adjourned to
meet again 10 am (Sunday).

Private sector to
take part in
city cleaning

The government plans to
clean the garbage in the capital
partly by the private sector,
the State Minsler for Local
Government and Rural
Development said in parlia-
ment yesterday, reports UNB,

Replying to a supplemen-
tary from independent mem-
ber Major (rtd) Halizuddin,
Depuly Minister Abdul Hye
said presently the Dhaka City
Corporation cleans the
garbages. In view of the exist-
ing situation, part of the task
might be given to the private
sector on trial basis.

In reply to Rashed Khan
Menon (WP), Hye said the gov-
ernment is also thinking for
introducing demountable con-
tainer instead of existing dust-
bin for depositing garbages
from streets and houses.

The garbages will be
dumped at Matuail which will
be used for sanitary land filling.
At present 55 per cent of
garbages of Dhaka city is re-
moved by trucks in the night.
Steps are being taken to pro-
cure more garbage trucks to
remove the rest 45 per cent of
the garbages.

Replying to ATM Alamgir
{BNP), the Statc Mintster said
necessary measures are being

taken so that the environment

in city can nol be polluted
from garbages.

3 Rohingyas
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some of the arrested reflupgees
confessed to  police that
Mohammad Rafiq, an activist of
the militant Rohingya
Solidarity Organisation (RSO]
and his group were responsi-
ble for the murders.

They said that Raliq and
his supporters held a meeting
in Balukhali camp Thursday
urging the inmates to resist
any attempt to repatriate them
to Myanmar. Rafiq has been ab-
sconding since Friday mora-
ing.

The vietims Munir
Ahmed, his 35-year-old wife
Momena Khatoon and 22-year-
old son Mohammad Selim
were asleep when they were
abducted from their mud-and-
straw hut in Balukhali camp
Thursday night, according fo

confessions by two alleged ac-.

complices of Rafiq.
Inmates said that Selim was
married only 17 days ago.
They told visiting govern-
ment officials that the sur-
vivors did not report the ab-

duction to the authoritics
immediately after it occurred
for fear of the militants, many
of whom allegedly carry arms
openly inside the camp.

The authorities have beefed
up security in the camp as the
murders have shock®d and
panicked the refugees, offi-
clals said.

Balukhali-2 one of the 16
refugees camps in the Cox's
Bazar-Teknal region, is al-
legedly a stronghold of the ac-
tivists of the RSO and the
Arakan Rohingya Islamic Front
(ARIF), twe of the several
guerilla groups fighting for the
independence of Arakan, the
mountainous weslern
province of Myanmar (Burma)
from where more than 2 lakh
64 thousand Rohingyas have
fled since March last year.

The camp was the scene of
a violent clash between police

- and militant Rehingyas last

month which led to the death
of one refugee.
Officials fear that the mili-

tants are gradually gett
armed to resist their plannets

repatriation.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a public muung in

Two killed

From Page 1 Col 4
towards the Press Club at the
Zero Point at around 6-50 pm
and dispersed it with tear gas
and batons.

A group of people stoned
the police and damaged sev-
eral vehicles in the area be-
tween Golapshah Mazar and
Zero Point.

The clashes spread in the
Bangabandhu Avenue and GPO
areas when Shibir supporters
were scen hurling bombs [rom
the mosque compound aller
M b prayer.

lice confronted the
Committee supporters as the
Shibir activists were seemed
quite safe in the national
mosque compound. .

The clashes continued un-
til Shibir activists left the
northern area of the mosque.

Earlier, police tear gassed
both Committee and Jamaat
supporters who took up posi-
tions in the Zero Point and
Purana Paltan areas preparing
to attack each other before the
start of the Nirmul Committee
rally.

Both the rallies, however,
later ended peacefully.

Our DMCH Correspondent
adds: Four of the injured in-
cluding two newsmen were

admitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital. They were
identified as Jashimuddin
(Reporter Desh Bangla), Abdul
Mannan (Reporier Sakaler
Khabar), Ali Ahmed and
Mofazzal.

A Jamaat press release
claimed that two of its activists
Moniruzzaman and Shah Alam
were under treatmeént with
bullet wounds in a private
clinie.

C&F agents In

Benapole
observe strike

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, July 18: Business
activities came o a halt at
Benapole Customs Office today
due to strike called by C and F
Agents’ Associalion to press
home their nine-point de!
mands. -

Loading and unloading of
trucks were held up during
hartal hours according to
sources, over five hundred
trucks on Lhe Indidan side,
from Petrapeol to Bangaon, re-
mained stranded and pgoods
worth crores of takas, includ-
ing fruits, are rotting as a re-
sult. Another three hundred
trucks on the Bangladeshi sidc
from Benapole to Navaron,
have met the same fate.

Recently, the Controller
and Collector of Khulna
Customs met members of the
C and F Agents’ Association 1o
resolve the issue but in vain.

The Jessore unit of nine
political parties expressed sol-

idarity with the demands of °

the C and IF Association.

Dhaka-Yangon
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ter of a million Rohingyas who
allegedly fled persecutlion in
the western province of
Rakhaine in Myanmar.

The officials had also agreed
to take ‘measures to motivate
the refugees, whose violent
protests stalled the process
due to have started May 15.
The refugees refuse to return
home unless human rights
conditions improve in
Myanmar,

Responding to a request
from Bangladesh, Myanmar au-
thorities last month allowed a
Bangladesh diplomat to visit
the villages from where the
Rohingyas have fled. Vice
Consul 1IM Giasuddin based in
Sittwe of Akyab was conducted
through the areas by Myanmar
officials.

But the Yangon authorities
are yel to respo
Dhaka proposal that the UN
specialised agency officials
based in the Myanmar capital

be taken to the areas where |

the Rohingyas live.
After the June B meeting,

| the Foreign Ministers of the

two countries also met but that
too failed to break the dead-
lock in the repatriation bid.
Meanwhile, a high-level
meeting at the Home Ministry

is to discuss the situation in.

the areas where the Rohingyas
are sheltered. Law and order
in the camps has been a cause
of concern for Dhaka authori-
ties. '

-
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PM People to d.lscard l Anti-corruption
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achieve Lhe desired goals of
self sufficiency.

Begum Zia said the coopera-
tion from local levels was im-
perative for implementing the
development programmes.

The Prime Minister de-
tailed the development pro-
grammes laken up by her gov-
ernment and said "we have at-
tached priority to the agricul-
ture, industrial and edueation
sectors,”

She said congenial atmo-
spherec was necessary for
creating awareness among the
people by imparting them ed-
ucation.

Begum Zia also called upon
the guardians, teachers and
students to help maintain con-
genial atmosphere in the edu-
cational institutions.

Dwelling on the local prob-
lems, the Prime Minister said
the government would take
steps to check river erosion to
save the inhabitants of

Belkuchi.

She also assured ol mea-
sures for giving incentives to
the weavers.

The Prime Minister de-
clared that the local Pilot High
School and Boys College will be
nationalised. The re-excavation
of Hura Sagar would be consid-
ered, she said.

Begum Zia said construction
of the Jamuna Bridge would be
done to bring momentum in
the development activities of
the northern part of the coun-
t-r.:"'l'l'w," function was also ad-
dressed by State Minister for
Communication Fazlur Rahman
Patal, State Minister for
Textile MA Mannan, Kamrudin
Yahiya Khan Majlis, MP, M
Akbar Ali, MP, Ansar Al
Siddiqi, MP, Begum Raushan
Elahi, MP, Shahidullah Khan,
MP, and local BNP leaders.

The Prime Minister planted
a sapling of Mehgani at
Belkuchi.

! Shamim
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Aviation ~Authority Air
Commodore (Rtd) Moin-ul-
Islam, Group Captain [(Rtd)
Hossain of CAA,
DMrector of CAA Saleuddin
Khan, its Asst Director
Maksudur Rahman and Deputy
Director SM Yahia, former
Addittional Secretary ol Works
Ministry MA Roul, Air Vice-

Marshal (Rtd) Momtaz
Hossain, former Managing
Director ol Shipping

Corporation Tereq Anis, Nurul
Wahab Khandaker of Shipping
Corporation, former Secretary,
IWT Ministry, Group Captain
(Rtd) Syed Ahmad, Divisional
Engineer of T&T Beard Abdul
Majid, General Manager of
T&T Board Shamsul Islam,
Anwarul Qader of T&T Board,
Secretary of Cox's Bazar
Municipality Golam Sultan,
former General Manager of
Jute Directorate TIM
Nurunnabi and former Dircctor
of the Jute Directorate TTM
Hassan Imam.
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in the city yesterday.

Nirmul Committee
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resignations of the llome
Minister and Information
Ministcr.

Jahanara Imam urged the
people to make the earlier
announced committee pro-
grammes a success. The pro-
grammes  include upazila
gherao (besicge) on July 19,
district gherao on August 14,
representatives’ conference
on September 10 and a grand
rally in Dhaka on October 14.

The committee will also
hold a rally on Monday to
protest the Kushtia incident
in which the national flag was
desecratled,

I’resided over by Moha-
mmad Sadeq Ahmed Khan, the
gathering was also addressed,
among others, by Lt Col (Rtd)
Kazi Nuruzzaman, Dr Ahmed
Sharif, Maulana Abdul Awal,
Prof Hamida Rahman and
Faiz Ahmed and
Shahriar Kabfr.

Referring to the joint decla-
ration of the three alliances
during the anti-Ershad move-
ment, Imam said after assum-
ing power BNP backed out
from all major political cem-
mitments.

The BNP government has

also signed an agreement with

Road mishaps
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cle. Police seized the bus but
its driver fled.

In another road accident,
nine people were injured
when a minibus and truck col-
lided at Azampur, Uttara, in
the city.

Tongi police seized the
truck and arrested its driver,

Jahanara Im, enn,hatak-'ﬂ?'l

o
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the main Opposition lcd by
Awami League in Parliament
for putling Golam Azam on the
dock as per law of the land,
but is again trying to slip out,
she added.

Dr Ahmed Sharif said the
BNP government is an ¢€lected
government “only in name, but
in fact, it's an elected autocrat”
as it is using the administra-
tion and law enforcing agen-
cies in party interest.

"We shall consider any
wrongdoing by police as the
wrongdoing by the government
because police never do any-
thing without orders from
above,” Dr Sharifl said.

Not only Jamaat, he said,
BNFP has now also turned out to
be "enemy” of the people as it
is always siding with the f[un-
damentalists,

Faiz Ahmed said "we don't
think that BNP is our adver-
sary, but if it comes out to re-
press our aclivists by using po-

lice, we will also confront it at
any cost.”

Labour Party
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view of Labour policy, and the
creation of a commission on
social justice to find ways of
persuading better-off voters to
support programmes to help

' the bottom third.

Bryan Gould, 53, a New
Zealand-born lawyer and the
party's environment spokes-
man, placed second

Neil Kinnock, 50, who had
led the Labour Party since
1983, stepped down after the
party lost its fourth straight
election to the Conservatives
in April,

Srmul {‘nmmrttee, addrpﬂmg a pubhc meetmg
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Jamaat
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the people would look for al-
ternatives il their hopes and
aspirations remained unful-
filled.

The acling Jamaat chief
criticised the government for
fls ‘'inactlion’ regarding
Bangladesh's unresolved issues
with India. He remarked, "the
Golam Azam {ssue, a non fssue,
had been raised to divert peo
ple's attention [rom the gov-
ernmentl's [aflure”.

Jamaat's city unit organised
the meeting in the afternoon,

demanding the release of party

chiel Golam Azam.

Addressing the meeting,
party Secrctary General Matiur
Rahman Nizami, MP, was very
critical of "BNP's breach of
commitments” with his party.

"BNP does not have the
courage to fulfil its commit-
ments of returning the citizen-

ship of Golam Azam made in
76, '79, ‘81 and '91," he
added.

Defending Jamaat's role in
1971 Nizami said Muslim
League, and Krishak Sramik
Party had also taken political
decisions similar to that of
Jamaat and differences of po-
litical opinion could never be
a punishable act.

Meanwhile, Jamaat laun-
ched a two-day programme
Saturday night protesting the
attack on their activists in
which two people were killed.

Namaj-e~Janaza of the two
dead will be held on the Baitul
Mukarram Mosque premises
after noon (Jahar] prayers lo-
day (Sunday). Dhaka city unit of
Jamaat will also.bring oul a
procession after the janaza.

Protest * meetings and
demonstrations, will be held

throughout the country om
Monday.

.......

..............
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Matiur Rahman Nizami MP, Secretary General of the Jamaat-e-Islami,
_public meeting in the city yesterday.

....
......

14 injured when =

the Stkkh holy city of

said. Unoffictal put

reports
said, adding that 10 beodies had

rubble of the two-storey building as
lcast 22 people had been killed
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UN envoy’s visit

JOHANNESBURG, July 18: President FW de Klerk,
his government had nothing to hide, on Saturday

:

welcomed a

proposed visit by a UN ervoy to seck solutions hpﬂhl!h-

lence

alitics here,

"We think it ts in the best interest of all South
if the international community s properly informed about

De Klerk told reporters in Maputo, m
alter a one-day visit, reports Al’

ai
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the budget and observed it
would not help achieve peo
ple's economic emancipation

Awal said that 60 per cent
people of the country hived be
low the poverty level and al-
leged that there was no real
measure in the budgetl to re-
move poverty

Criticising the budget
Paritosh Chakravarty ol Jattya
["arty demanded subsidy on
agricultural inputs te benefit
the farmers.

Ile also demanded that
child smugglers be brought to
book and given exemplary pun-
iIshment.

Speaking next, Moulana
Habibur Rahman [(Jamaat-
Chuadanga) criticised the tarifl
rales and said reduction of
duty on air coolers and cars
would not benefit the common
people

e alleged that many educa-
tignal institutions having gov-
ernment recognition were not
geiting government grants,

M Abdul Ghani (BNP-
Mcherpur) supporting the
hudget said it was a bold step
lor implementing the 19-point
programme of late President
Ziaur Rahman.

Awami League member
Salahuddin Yusul took the floor
to participate in the general
discussion on the budget as
the House resumed its sitting
in the aftermoon.

Yusufl regretted that though
the coun had been freed
[rom colonial rule long ago, the
country s economic emancipa-

| tion was yel to come. "We have

to depend on the graces of the
World Bank and the IMF" he
seiicl.

Referring to the proposed
budget for the current fiscal
ycar, the Awami League leader
said that the Finance Minister
had imposed the burden of tax
indirectly. He alleged that ex-
penditure in the non-produc-
live sectors had been en-
hanced.

Yusufl urged the government
to strengthen the rural econ-
omy by expanding small-scale
industries, providing subsidy
to fertilizer and giving agricul-
tural inputs at reduced grlc:a

Specaking next, ardar
Sakhawat lHossain Bakul (BNP-
Narsingdhi), termed the pro-
posed national budget unique,
historic and incomparable.

He said that provision had
been made in the budget for
maximum utilization of domes-
tic resources.

The Treasury Bench mem-
ber said that taxes on most of
the essential items were re-
duced to benefit the common
people. The people below the
poverty line would be benefit-
ted the most by the budget, he
said],

Taking the [loor, MA Matin
(BNP-Chandpur) lauded the
budget, saying it was formu-
lated in the light of the 19-
point programme ol Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman.
Solution to all national prob-
lems lay in the 19-point pro-
gramme, he said.

Matin said mobilisation of
internal resources was given
due importance in the budget.
Measures had been taken in it
to make the nation self-reliant.

He said that the highest al-
location was made in the edu-
cation sector to help eradicate
the curse of illiteracy from the
country.

Participating in the discus-
sion, Jatiya Party JP) member
Khalilur Rahman Chowdhury
(Habiganj) described the bud-
get as directionless and said
that it had in fact befooled the
people by declaring tax cut on
the one hand while increasing
the tariff value by notilication
on the other hand. Thus, he
said, the people were deprived
of the benefit of the tax cut.

Chowdhury referred to con-
tribution of the greater Sylhet
district towards national econ-
omy and demanded that at
least ten per cent be spent out
of that contribution te solve
the problems of the distriet.

In his speech, HNP member
Dr. Mohammad Sirajul Hog
(Sherpur] observed that the
budget for 1992-83 had been
designed to give thrust io the
development of infrastructures
which would ultimately help
increase productivity.

BNP member ATM Alamgir
(Comilla) welcomed the steps
Liken lo reorganise the taxa-

lion system as proposed in the

Discussion on budget

budget. He said lnl:h
would seal the scope h

tax and bring

ers within the fold of 'I'.I'l' 'I“
net.

Awami League member
Tajul Islam Mohammad Faroogq
(Rajshahi], discussing the bud-
get, said that the Finance
Minister should have

proposed
cuts in prices of agricultural
inputs to ameliorate the eco-
nomic condition of lhl: farmers
already burdened with in-
equitable share of national re-
sources, if he had really meant
the wellare of the common-

" man. Instead, he said, the bud-

gel proposals to cut tax on hax-
ury items like cars, TVs and

fridges amounted to carryi
coal to newcastle. e

Farooq alleged thal gov-
ernment influence én lower
courts was depriving people of
justice and as a result social ri-
valry was taking a serfous lum.

Our Stall Correspondent
adds: JP leader Manirul Hoque
Chawdhury said that the pro-
poscd budget was a ‘beautiful
fluf from the Finance Minister
lo the people of the country.
He said that the Finance
Minister, in his
talked about peverty
tion, economic development,
increase of investment etc. but

the budget he proposed prlt:

tically did not pave the
implementation of I.hm'L

The JP leader also re-
marked that the proposed

budget was a mere prescrip-
tion of the World Bank and

International Monetary Fund
against the interest ¢f the na-
tion.

Referring to the need of
national consensus pro-
nounced in the budget speech
of the Finance Minister
Manirul Hoque Chawdhyry said
if the Prime Minister and
Leader of the House failed to
ensure national unity, the his-
tory would not forgive her.

The Prime Minister in this
regard was 'not on the right
track’, the JP leader com-
mented.

He emphatically demanded
of the gov:rnrn:nl to release
the JP Chairman Ershad from
the prison. Elected from a to-
tal of five constituencies
Ershad should have beecn in
the House to take part in the
budget discussion of lia-
ment, Manirul oque
Chawdhury observed.

Wing Commander (retd)
Hamidullah of the ruling BNP
observed that with the fact .
that Ban was depen-
dent on the foreign aids for its
development, none could pro-
posed a better budg than the
one proposed by
Minister Saifur Rahman.

‘None can
between the mdum
the poor borrowers', the BNP
MP said adding we must unit-
cdly try to get rid of the
donors’ conditionalities by
means of gradually developing
the country with the utilisation
of o aids and grants,

The BNP MP u{:"r':d the
Minister Lo arrange proper
training for the industrial
workers of the country to im-
prove both their efficiency and
productivity. He believed that
the workers of the country
d:l'init:ljr had potentiality to

thr:ir roductivity but
for them was
prnpcr tralnlnl.

He urged the Finance
Minister to build a bridge over
the river Dhaleswari to con-

nect Dhaka with llul:ﬂ!ﬂlj
Kanan Devi
dead

CALCUTTA, July 18: Kanan
Devi, one of the leading ac-
tresses of Bengali cinema, died
here Friday night, of acute
heart trouble. She was 76, re-
ports PTL

She was admitted to a nurs-
ing home earlier at 6 pm with
acute respiratory trouble. Her
end came at 10.10 pm, a
spokesman for the nursing
home said here Saturday.

Kanan Devi who acquired
almost qu.:g-:ndary status in
Bengali cinema made her first
movie Joydev' in the silent era
in 1926. She was just 10 years
old at that time.

‘Jor Barat’ made in 1931,

- was her first talkie. Kanan Devi

also sang Rabindra Sangeet
(Tagore sopgs) in fllms ase

., there was no playback factity

available then.



