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BARCELONA, July 1B8: Tea-
ms [rom Afghanistan and So-
malia have defled all attempts
by Olympic organisers to [ind
out whether they are coming
to the Barcelona Games,
reports Reutcr

Jose Miguel Abad, chiel ex-
ecutive of the organising
committee COOB, said on Fri-
day the two were among |7
countries which had still not
formally registered for the
Games which open on July 25.

lie saild COOB had tried in
vain to contact the Afghan and
Somali Olympic committecs by
telephone, letter, telegram
and through diplomatic chan-
nels to discover their plans.

The registration deadlinc
for the Games was in May bul
orgdnisers have made clear
that latecomers will not be ex-
cluded.

They are expecting almost
16,000 athletes and officials
from a record 172 countries

Abad said the 17 countries

still to finalise registration
were Afghanistan, Albania,
Burkina Faso, Bolivia, Equato
rial Guinea. Iraq, lvory Coast
Liberia Madagascar, Mozam-
bique, Netherlahds Antilles,
pencgal, Somalia, Syria, Tu
nisia. Yemen and Zaire.

Mandela's moment

BARCELONA, July 18: Ncl-
son Mandela will watch South

Africa return to the Olympic|

fold after a 32-year absence,
reports Reuter.

The African National Con-
‘gress [ANC) leader confirmed
he would attend the July 25
opening ccremony, Jose Mi-
guel Abad, head of the Bar-
celona Games organisers, said
«on Friday.

“The president of the In-
lernational Olympic Commit-
tee Juan Antonio Samaranch
has told us that Nelson Man-
dela will be at the opening
ccremony as a special guest,”
he said. Y peci &

"We are delighted to hear
that.” South African athletes
last competed in the Olympics
at the 1960 Rome Games.
There country's former apar-
theid policies led to Pretoria
being expelled from the
Olympic movement in 1970.

The republic was readmit-
ted last year but its presence
at Barcclona looked in jeop-
ardy afler the Boipatong town-
ship massacre last month and
the breakdown of talks be
tween the ANC and the white

government.

Touts make a kill

BARCELONA, July 18: Tic-
kets for the sell-out Barcelona
Olympics opening ceremony
are going for 1,500 dollar —
three times their face value,
reports Reuter.

The official price of the best
seat is 46,000 pesetas (460
dollar) but unoffictal ticket

lar to watch the Olympic men's
basketball ﬂnllo.b'wldcly ex-
pected to feature the US
“dream team” of NBA million-
aires.

“As of this aflernoon we're
out of both of them," said Doug
Knittle of Special Events, an
unofficial Los Angeles-based
2:7 which has opened an

in Barcelona.

Games organisers COOB
said tickets the July 25
ceremony and basketball final
sold out months

“We've he here in
Barcelona of people payin
4,000 or 5,000 umpuzr E

ticket to the ng cere-
mony). really s pri-
ces,” said Knittle.

commission basis, Knittle said
buying and selling tickets o

major events for corpor

ate and

in the road and 1;:=n.m e Lria!
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Only seven more days to go

HBARCELONA, July 18: Pler-
re de Coubertin, the man wheo
staried it all, would be amazed.

Bigger, brasher and costlier
than ever, the greatest show
on earth opens in Barcelona
next Saturday with 15,600
athletes and officials expected
from a record 172 eligible na-
tions in the of the 25th
Olympiad, reports Reuter.

With one weck to go to the
opening ceremony in the
Olympic Stadfum, fewer than
2,000 of the athletes and offi-
cials have arrived at the sea
front village where most will

be staying.

The US "Dream Team”™ of
NBA basketball stars is stop-
ping ofl on the way in the mil-
lionaires’ playground of Monte

Carlo and will spend the
Games cocooned In an expen-
sive hotel.

But organisers say that for
them the Olympics have al-
ready begun, with visitors
flocking in, an airship flying
over the city as part of a mas-
sive security operation, and an
army of workers putting the
finishing touches to facilities.

"Everything is in place,”
said Pasqual Maragall, mayor of
[arcelona and president of the
Olympic organising committee,

It is all a far cry from 1896,
when De Coubertin, a French
baron, revived the Olympics of
ancient Greece,

Then, just 311 athletes —
all men from — 13 nations

gathered in Athens for the first- Caribbean stayaways since

modern Games, funded by the
sale of souvenir stamps and
medals.

The world has come a long
way (oo since 1988 when the
Soviet Union and East

Barcelona’92

the
Seoul

Germany dominated
medals table at the
Olympics.

Both countries have gone,
swept away by the tide of
change that destroyed com-
munism in Europe and ended
the cold war,

In their place come the
Commonwealth of
Independent States and
Georgia, former Soviet re-
publics competing as one for
the first and last time, and the
first Unified German Team for

28 years,
Back too will be South
Africa — returning .to the

Olympic fold after 32 years as
pariahs over apartheid — the
Baltlic states of Estonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania, and Cuba,

(Germans come in

N’/ BERLIN, July 18:
-“ Boris Becker's
P down, Katrin

Krabe's oul, but

5 o Germany's Olym-
pics team is still
likely to snatch a lion's share

of gold in Barcelona, reports

AP.

Germany got a boost in
Albertville when it topped the
Winter Games' medal count.

The current squad, the first
all-German Summer Olympics
leam since 1964, is likely to
keep up the pace.

Berlin's Super tabloid
newspaper tipped the
Germans for 99 medals, in-
cluding 35 gold.

Some of the stars: tennis
queen Stelli Graf, Heike
Drechsler in the long-jump,
sprint cyclist Jens Fiedler and
high-jumper Heike Henkel.

Two .of Germany's tennis
stars secemed to be nng p

S

STEFF1 GRAF
Olympics blues. Becker,

ranked No 6 in the world, was
lrounced during his first ap-
pearance al the Grand Prix
lournament in Stuttgart on

"Boris Becker MNubbed his
dress rehearsal for the
Olympics,” Germany's ARD
television commented. He'd al-

ready been smarting from his
poor showing at this year's

Wimbledon.

Michael Stich. the 1991
Wimbledon champion and an-
other Olympies contender, was
upset in the third round at
Stutigart two days later.

Alter months of drama over
drug-testing irregularities,
East German sprint star Katrin
Krabbe threw in the Olympic
towel and decided to skip the
Games. The absence of the
reigning world champion at
100 meters and 200 meters
elimipates one of the country's
top fedal hr}pt'n

The dark legacy of East
German doping will be hanging
over the team when the com-
petition gets under way later
this month.

One swimmer from the de-
funct Communist nation,
Astrid Strauss, is frantically
trying to prove her super-high
testosterone levels came from
too much booze during a party
and not from drugs. With the
start of the Games drawing
closer, she's barred [rom
Barcelona. :

The German basketball
team, boosted by NBA player
Detlefl Schrempf, could be a
dark-horse contender for the
bronze. German riders have a
good shot at medals, while the
German team also has a chance
in such lesser-watched sports
as handball and water polo.

Germany is [ielding several
medal contenders in track and
lield. They include Dieter
' 5,000 ' météry.
Sigrun Grau at BOO and Jens-
Peter Herold at 1,500.

Yet, the Maerkische

Youngest
Olympian

BARCELONA, July 18: At
least one athlete in is
guaranteed a place in the
record books, win or lose at
the Barcelona Olympics
which open on July 25,
reports Reuter.

At the tender age of 11,
Spanish rowing eight cox
Carlos Bienvenido from
Barrera is the baby of the

host country’'s Olympic
team.
His Jfame will be

shortlived. Pintsized Carilos,
who weighs in at just 47
kilos (104 Ibs), plans to
retire from coxing next year
when he gets too heawy.

He is to be at
the Games. "| deserved it,"
he told the
newspaper ABC. “Tve sat
there in the rain and caught
lots of colds.”

No age limit applies to
Olympic competitors other
than those set for health
reasons by individual sports
Jederations.

The record books say the
younges! medallist was a
French , name unknown
nndagﬂlhtmmn
and 10, who coxed the
winning Dutch rowing pair
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US boxer Riddick Bowe (L

Coetzer pose for

pose
l'fhrﬂ-ir-lﬂym
for a chance to fight champion

Vegas, Nevada

) and Seouth African Pierre

rd

e g

in weigh in session on July

. limination |
Evander Holyfield in Las
—AFP photo

Spanish |.

1980.

The Barcelona Games will
be the first since Munich in
1972 to be spared a political

t. :

Even tiny Albania, once
Europe’'s most isolated coun-
try. is expected to be there
when an archer lets loose a
burning arrow to light the
Olympic flame at the opening
ceremony, signalling the start
of 16 days of sport.

"In Barceclona, the Games
mean we have seen a 70-year-
long dreams come true,” said
Maragall, referring to the [irst
time the capi of Spain's
staunchly nationalist Catalonia
region, bid for the Games in
1920,

He calls the relationship be-
tween Barcelona and the
Olympics a "love affair". No
suitor has lavished so much on
the object of its desire.

Since this bustling city of
two million people was
awarded the Games in 1986,
more than nine billion dollars
in public and private money
has been spent on sports facili-
ties, roads, communications
and a general facelift for the
occasfon.

Maragall hopes the invest-
ment will pay ofl. He has an
eye on flood of foreign business
and tourism generated by the
Games which will attract
400,000 visitors and an esti-
mated 3.5 billion television
viewers worldwide.

full force

iad | 1990 World Cup

Allgcmeing newspaper cau-
tioncd that the outlook for the
country’'s runners, jumpers
and tossers had become
"modest” compared with the
harvest in Seoul in 1988. Four
years ago, East German track
and field competitors grabbed
27 medals, along with four for
the West Germans.

The Soviet Union domi-
nated the overall medal count
in Seoul with 132, followed by
East Germany with 102, the
United States with 94 and 40
for West Germany.

Germany will sorely miss
the likes of swimming greats
Kristin Otto from the East and
Michael Gross from the West.

World champion swimmer
Joerg Hoflmann has a shot at a
medal in the grueling 1,500
meters. Women's coaches are
pinning their hopes on 14-
year-old Franziska van Almsick
1 the 200-metre [freestyle

HEIKE HENKEL

Shot-putter ulf
Timmermann is hoping for a
repeat of his gold in Seoul, but
says it will take at least a 21.5-
metre toss to be in the run-

I':lil'!l&.c
rmany will be fielding its
usual fiery fencers.

Anja Fichtel, who won two
golds in 1988, also will be part
of the women's team fencing
effort in Barcelona.

Fichtel isn't in the individ-
ual competition, and the main
reason has nothing to do with
her awesome talent: she gave
birth to little Laurin just six
wecks before the start of the
Games.

‘Klinsmann to
play in France
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Swiss Rolf Jaermann is all smiles as he is kissed by two hostesses of the Tour de Fre,

ek

after winning the 12th stage between Dole and St-Garvais Friday. Jaermann is placed 64th

in the overall standing.

— AFP photo
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Birthday boy
Samaranch
spends a

BARCELONA, July 18: It was
business as usual for Olympic
chief Juan Antonio Samaranch,
72 on Friday, reports Reuter.

Samaranch, president of
the International Olympic
Committee (1OC), spent his
birthday chairing a meeting in
Barcelona of the 10C's 10
strong executive board.

An 10C spokeswoman said
no special events were
planned to mark Samaranch's
birthday in the city where he
was born and made his warmly
career,

The Summer Olympics
open in the Catalan capital on

Jyly 25.

BARCELONA, July
18: Jamaican spr-
inter Merlene
Ottey, the eternal
runncr-up, has
never had a be-

tter chance for gold than in
what arc sure to be her last
Olympic Games, reports AFP,

Now 32 and with retire-
ment plans mapped out, Ottey
has entered both the 100 and
200m in Barcelona and in the
build up to the Games she has
run into outstanding form,
clocking the fastest 100m in
the world this year (10.80 sec)
at Salamanaca, Spain less than
two weeks before Lhe official
opening here.

Il she repeats that kind of
form the elusive Olympic gold
could finally be hers.

The powerful yet graceful
sprinter has come a long way
from her home town of
Hanover, 20 miles from the
Jamaican capital of Kingston,
to the luxury apartment she
now has in Rome where she
wants to pursue a carecer in
fashion design after finally re-
tiring.

She was one of seven chil-
dren but her family were
relatively well-off with her fa-
ther running his own farm and
her " mother working as a
nurse.

“"With nine of us in the fam-
ily though, coming up with the
money to buy me track shoes

b
‘.

Bl

| Sprint qﬁeen Otte y

golds, a silver and a bronze.

Its an impressive haul and
the only time she failed to re-
turn from a major champi-
onship with a medal was from

the Seoul Olympics in 1988

when recurring bronchitis
early in the year cut back her
training and a troublesome
hamstring’ restricted her
movement in the 200m f{inal.
Somechow she still managed to
finish fourth.

She considered retiring
after those Games. But re-con-
sidered and came back in
dazzling style. In 1989 she
won all 21,100m she ran, but
1990 was even more success-
ful.

After winning the sprint
double at the Commonwealth
Games in Auckland at the be-
ginning of the year she was
ranked the worlds No 1
sprinter, winning all 36 finals
she ran in from 60m {0 400m.

It was also the year that Ka-

Only
N/
e

Barceions 72

BARCELONA, July
18: If, by some
devilish ruse, the
official engraver
Had already car-
ved the name Mi-
chiacl Johnson on the 200m
gold. not many people would
be too surprised, reports AFP.

For the 24-year old world

was very difficult. I used to champion, starts as the hottest
run in bareleet on cinder favourite to win any track final
tracks when [ started — in Barcclona.

nothing was going to stop me
funning.” o

She competed [gr Jamaiea
for the [irst time at the Centml

In the last two years he has

“only lost tWiéc Bver 200m,

once to US teammate Leroy
Burrell in a wind-aflected race

American Games in 1978 and May 1990 and once to
won the first of a scemingly Namibian Frankie Fredericks
endless supply of bronze in Rome.

medads, A year later at the Pan
Am Games she won another
bronze in the 200m, and had
done enough to convince the
University of Nebraska that
here was star talent in the
making.

They awarded her a schol-
arship, gave her the kind of
coaching that has beneflited so
many youngsters from the
third world and its been
honours and medals nearly all
the way [or the past decade.

At her first Olympics in
Moscow in 1980 she won

anolher 200m bronze — and
she collected two more bronze
mudals in Los Angeles in 1984
in the 100m and 200m.

Her haul from the World
Championships is silver and
five bronze medals and she has
two silvers and a bronze from
the World Indoor Champi-
onships.

At Commonwealth Games

level at least she has won threc

At 400m, Johnson has an
unblemished record, winning
all 22 races he has run at the
distance since arriving on the
international scene in 1990,

In London last week he ran
a personal best time of 43.98
sec, the seventh fastest of all
time, and would have at-
tempted the 200 400m
double in Barcelona except for
problems with the original
track schedule.

Although it was altered,
largely to help him achieve
that aim, Johnson has stuck to
his decision just to run the
shorter distance.

His defeat to Fredericks in
Rome also helped convince
him that attempting to run
eight heats and finals in the
two events in Barcelona could
have been counter productive.

Apart from being unmiss-
able on the track because he is
usually so far ahead of the ficld,
Johnson is also an unmistak-

______

.....

MERLENE OTTEY

able athlete because of his
unique running stvle.

His old high scheol coach
Joel Ezar told sports illus-
trated magazine that "he runs
like a statue”™ — and its easy 1o
sec¢ what he means.

Johnson has an erect, up-
right style and kceps his torso
virtually as straight as a
guardsman. lie tales shart,
rapid strides and appears to be
gliding or skimming across the
track.

.......
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MICHAEL JOHNSON

He also never appcars to be
running as fast as he really is,
but he is shifting so fast that
on his day, there is none in the
world who can catch him.

A quiet, unassuming man of
few words, he prefers to live a

seeks her crown

lrin Krabbe first made the
headlines with her double vie-
tory in the 100m and 200m in
the European Championships.
Krabbe was also in awesome
form that year but lost three
times at 100m and three times
at 200m — all of them to Ottey.

The situation was reversed
last year when Ottey’s winning
streak of 56 straight 100m vic-
tories was ended by Krabbe in
the World Championships in
Tokyo. Ottey took the bronze
in the 100m and also had to be
content with the bronze in
the 200m. Krabbe won the
goid in both — but won't be
running in Barcelona.

Ottey finished last year as
the world No 1 in both the
100m and 200m but her de-
feats in Tokyo left her as the
uncrowned queen of world
sprinting. She will be deter-
mined to put that right at the
Olympics,

devil can deprive Mike Johnson

quiet, orderly life rather than
be the centre of attention.

But he was thrust into the
spotlight in Tokyo with an
outstandimg victory in the 200
meters. His time of 20.0] saw

him cross the line fully three

meters clear of Fredericks and
would almost certainly have
crased Pietro Mennea's 13-
year-old world record of 19.72
seconds from the boeks if a
strong wind hadn’t been blow-
ing in his face.

' At ‘the start of the 1992
season, he said: "] feel | am go-
ing to break the record in
1992 and when | do, its not
going to be with a 19.70 or
19.71, but with a pretty big
margin. | need a fast track,
good competition and a lot at
stake — those are the ideal
conditions.”

Those conditions could all
come together at Barcelona on
the evening of August 6 and
there's no need to doubt his
word of what will happen if
they do.

In July 1990, on a fi
night in Edinburgh. Scotland,
he clocked 19.85, the fourth
fastest ever atl sea level.

He has already run under
20 seconds twice this year and
nine times in all, and Mennea's
long-standing mark, set at alti-
tude in Mexico City in 1979,
has never looked so :

This will be Johnson's first
Olympics after a broken leg
kept him out of contention in
1988, It seems as though only
a similar mishap could deprive
him of the gold this time
around. The engraver is
waltching the situation closely.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

| been lined up but that fell

PARIS, July 18: German in-
ternational striker Jurgen
Klinsmann is set to move from
Inter Milan to Paris Saint
German and should sign for
the French club on Monday
reports AFP,

“There are only a few de
tails left to settle and | the ab
sence of any disaster he'll be in
Paris on Monday afternoon to
sign,” the club’s general man-

ager Jean-Michel Moutier said
on Friday.
Klinsmann, 28, at the end

of the month, enjoyed two
successful campaigns with In-
ter Milan, including the 1991
UEFA Cup win, before a slump
in form last season saw him
put up for sale.

A move to Real Madrid had

through with the departure of
Real's coach Rinus Michels at
the end of the season.

A key player in Germany's
triumph,
Klinsmann only regained his
international place during the
recent European Champi-
onships because of injuries in
the squad.

And despite performin
well in the side that reac
the final in Sweden only to be
beaten 2-0 by Denmark, other
Euwropean clubs expressed It
the interest in the powerfully-
buiit player who once rivalled
Marco van Basten for the title

of the world's most
‘ m.l
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CRYPTOQUIP
RHKUF G CF DUYPUIYRE
]GKKUFE O RII DU
SFRNNUY RSGCK GCF
H U R K | G H O Z R E .
Today’s Cryptoquip clue: H equals F
The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

words and words using an IW clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by tri Im



