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District roundup

RANGPUR

Irregularities
in selection of
contractors

July 18 : Public Works
Depariment (PWD) contractors
samity of the district depre-
cated the decision of giving
the work order for construc-
tion of six thana health com-
plexes in the district, reports
UNB.

it was known that PWD has
taken programmes of con-
structing the health complexes
in Rangpur circle under finan-
cial assistance of Islamic
Development Bank during the
current financial year,

Accordingly the department
already seclected 26 contrac-
tors from out of the circle on
the basis of pre tion of
having an experience of con-
structing a project of Taka one
crore.

They alleged that the de-
partment deprived them to

te in the tender call

; giving condition of work

of Taka one crore

in a aingle tender. They said

there was no single tender call

of Taka one crore in Rajshahi
division before.

The samity said many of
their contractors have experi-
ence of construction of circuit
house and other big work.

They said the government
has to incur loss of a big
amount as the selected con-

tractor will submit monopoly
rate for the construction.

They urged the authority to
divide the proposed work in
small groups so that the local
contractors can get the work.

KUSHTIA

Virus fever
alarming

From Our Correspondent

July 18 : Virus fever has
broken out alarmingly in difl-
ferent parts of the district
specially in Kushtia town re-
cently.

The disease is spreading in
almost all houses and none of
the members are being spared
from the same.

According to physicians,
the symp tﬂlﬂl wAhis | yirus
fever are high temperature,
pain and o

The worst affected areas are
sadar, Bheramara, Kumarkhali
and Mirpur thanas.

There is curative medicine
for this fever, doctors said.

Women and children are
the common victims of this
virus, they said. The victims
become very weak alter sufler-
ing from the fever.

KUSHTIA

Husband kills
wife brutally

July 18 : A house wife, Gita
Rani Mondal (30), of village
Machuaghata of Khoksha thana
of the district was brutally
killed by her husband on
Wegdnesday, reports UNB.

Police and eyewitnesses
said the husband Charan
Mondal hit his wife with a
sharp dao three times.

Gita, mother of three chil-
dren, died on the spot.

Officer in Charge of
Khoksha thana visited the
spot. The motive of the killing
could not be ascertained im-
med tately.

Satya Charan Mondal is ab-
sconding since the incident.

A case has been flled with
the Khoksha police.

Another report adds : One
Mokshed All of unfon
of the sadar thana of the dis-
trict allegedly committed sui-
cide by taking poison of

It ru assumed
Mokshed committed

that

Jamuna erosion
devours vast
area

July I8 : A
ly big

CHUADANGA

One killed, 20
hurt in
road mishap

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, July 18 : One
person was killed and 20 pas-
scngers were injured, two of
them serfously when a
Chuadanga-bound minibus
turned turtle into a road side
ditch near Damurhuda Bus
Stand on Chuadanga-Kaliganj
bus route six miles off from
here Monday last.

The minfbus met the tragic
accident ‘when the driver lost
control of the minibus while
he was trying to save the vic-
tim who was crossing the road
at that time along with his mi-
nor son and two cattle. All the
infjured persons were taken to
Damurhuda Thana Health
Complex for treatment.

In another incident, one
minor boy was killed near local
Daulatdiar Bus Stand while he
was knocked down by a run-
ning truck. The minor boy was
moving by a bi-cycle along with
his friend while he was hit by
the truck. The friend of the
deceased was also seriously
injured in the accident. He has
been sent to Dhaka for treat-
ment.

CHAPAINAWABGANJ

LLac production
decreasing

July 18 : The production of
lac, a dark red resin produced
on the twigs of trees by iIn-
sects, has been decreasing for
want of proper patronisation,
reports UNB.

Chapainawabganj is the
main lac producing area of the
country where about 20,000
maunds of lac are produced
every year. A maund of lac is
being sold at Taka 5,000 and
total value of lac produced in
the district is about Taka 20
Crore.

But it was reported that the
production has come down by
5,000 maunds in the last five
years due to lack of patronisa-
tion and marketing facilities.

Experts and scientists ex-
pressing concern at the de-

cres production
G TR AU hAre”
for the lac producers and ex-
pansion of marketing facilities.

They also suggested devel-
opment and extension of fa-
cilities at the farm-cum-re-
scarch centre at Kalyanpur
Udyan.

Lac is used in making var-
nish in discs and gold orna-
menits.

Government can earn a lot
of loreign exchange by export-
ing lac, experts said.

RANGPUR

Miscreants
attack on
ex-Commissioner

From Our Correspondent

July 18 : Abdur ue
allas Raju, a former Com-
missioner of Rangpur
Paurashava Ward No 1, was se-
riously injured by a group of
armed hooligans of local Dhap
arca recently.

According to the allegation,
the hooligans are terror of the
locality and they were locked
in a quarrel with their rival
groups over a football game at
Dhap area.

The victim, ex-paura com-
missioner, mediated the guar-
rel which was not satisfactory

o them and therefore on the
night of incident they attacked
him and grievously injured him
with hockey sticks and sharp

WEADONS.
He was immediately re-
moved to the Medical

College Hospital iIn a precari-
ous condition.

The incident occurred atl a
distance of only twenty metres
from the Dhap police out-post
but nobody rushed to the spot
at the time of occurrance, it

was further alleged.

A casc has been with
the Kotwali police in this con-
nection but none so far has
been arrested in this regard.

Some young boys roam
about on the roads on their
way schools and
oy from colieges

The local elite

-
=

of 'Inservice training for the newsmen"” of a local daily.
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BARISAL: Nurul Alam Khan, DC, Bakerganj speaking as chief guest on the concluding day
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Erosion of Padma takes serious turn

People of 5 villages homeless

RAJBARI, July 18: The ero-
sion of the river Padma has
taken a serious turn with rise
in water level.

The river has devoured five

under Debogram Union
of Gualundo and Sadar thana
where several thousand fami-
lies have become homeless.
The erosion of the river
started from the Mirzanagar
Union of the Sadar thana.

Dr A K M Asjad MP along
with the Deputy Commiss-
foner, Rajbari visited the
erosfon affected areas and
distributed some relief mate-
rials among the erosion-hit
people of the area.

Meanwhile, the government
has sanctioned Taka scven
lakh cash and 100 bundles of
Cl sheets for the eroded peo-
ple of the district.

The district administration
has already distributed seven
metric tons of rice, six metric
tons of chira and 200 pieces of
sarees and lungis among the
erosion victims of the area.

The erosion affected people
have taken shelter on em-
bankment and passing a sub-
human life.

From Our Correspondent .

Earlier reports say about
20,000 people of Gualundo and
Pangsa thanas have been stay-
ing on the embankment,

According to reports re-
ceived here, thousands of peo-
ple are eroded every year by
the mighty river Padma and
most of them are taking shel-
ter on different embankments,

The homesteads and crop
fields of Habashpur, Joshai,
Joikrishnapur, Bahadurpur,
Saingram, Baharampur and
other adjoining areas have so
far been devoured by the river.
More fresh areas are going to
the river beds every year
swelling a number of dis-
tressed people.

The uprooted people have
no land for building houses of
their own. They have no money

or source of income for their
livelihood in these days eco-
nomic stringencies. As a re-
sult, a large number of people
take shelter on both sides of
Mora Padma Embankment and
have been passing their days
under uncertainty.

Due to lack of medical facil-
ities, many people mostly chil-
dren fall easy pray to various

discases.

At least eleven educational
institutions, 14 mosques, a
good number of hats and
bazars, government offices,
commercial and industrial es-
tablishments in four thanas of
the district which were close
to the river side await de-
voured by the river.

The landless people of
Gualundo thana are not getting
possession of the allotted
khasland.

According to informations,
about 60.02 acres of land were
distributed among the landless
man and women of the locality.
But the people are not getting
possession of the said land as
some influential people of the
areas arc already in possession
of the lands.

The deprived people have
lodged complaints to higher
authorities in this connection
but nothing imperative has
been done yet.

The landless people of the
locality have been urged the
concerned authorities to take
necessary steps regarding the
matter and help the poor
people have possession to cul-
tivate the lands..

MAULVIBAZAR, July 18 :
Bus passengers on different
routes of the district are facing
difficulties for want of a bus
terminal in the district head-
quarters, reports UNB.

Witnesses said hundreds of
bus passengers, both male and
female are found standing on
the roads in the open for hours
together to reach their desti-
natjons,

The situation becomes
more intolerable as there is no
proper arrangement for park-
ing of vehicles which causes
inconvenience for the pedes-
trians.

Local people alleged that

¢ management was virtu-
ally non-existent in the district
town

district has become practically
inoperative due to lack of
medicines and other basic fa-
cilities.

A large number of patients,
who rush to the hospital are
being turned back without
treatment.

Sources said life saving
drugs, saline and even com-
mon medicines are hardly
available in the hospital store.

It is alleged that patients
who stay in the hospital are
required to buy medicines
from the market.

The building also is in a de-
plorable condition and cracks
in the roof let in rain water.

production in mills, -
factories hampered

SHERPUR, July 18 :
Frequent power disruption and
voltage fluctuations are creat-
ing problem to the town
dwellers as well as hindering
production in mills and facto-
ries, reports UNB.

Local leaders informed that
power supply goes off for half
to one hour four or five times a
day.

Students are the worst suf-
ferers and mills and factories
are incurring huge loss, they
said.
Community lecaders and
businessmen have demanded
immediate steps to ensure
uninterrupted power supply.

Potters ol the district hawve
been facing manifold problems
and the traditional industry is
now on the verge of extinction
for want of patronisation,

Sources said hundreds of
families engaged in pottery for
generations are finding it diffi-
cult to survive on their ances-
tral vocation.

Many of them have alrcady
given up their profession as
prices of inputs have gone out
ol their reach.

Note books for school going
students are being sold here
almost openly defying govern-
ment ban.

A group of school teachers
informed here that some un-
scrupulous publishers are

- marketing these books using

fake names.

They said these books are
full of mistakes, distortion of
facts and wrong data which
badly alfected the children's
education.

Police recover
body 1n
Dinajpur

DINAJPUR, July 18: Police
have recovered a dead body
from Dagarbari village of
Chirirbandar thana, reports
UNB.

The body was identified as
Azizul Islam Khokan of the
same village.

Police said, Khokan ap-
peared to have been killed by
miscreants on July 5. A case
has bee filed with the police.

Power supply erratic,

Birth, death entry

From Our Correspondent
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tration of Birth and' 8éath is

{ not maintained properly by the

pourashava and wunion
parishads of the district,

As a result, complications
arise during admission to the
institutions. Due to absence of
exact date of birth, job seek-
ers, examinees of secondary
school certificate, applicants of
passport have been suffering
much.

Moreover, authorities of the
hospitals, clinics, maternity
cenire, mother and child
health care centres of the dis-
trict do not report about the
birth of a baby to the con-
cerned authority,

The local bodies find it dif-
ficult to chalk out programmes
to meet the needs of a popula-
tion.

Sources of Pourashava
said the total figure of birth
registration recorded in 1990

The total number of death as
reported to pourashava in
1990 was 160, in 1991 it was
192.

Under the provision of the
existing law, parenls are to
register the name and particu-
lars of a new born baby with
the local bodies like
pourashava, union parishad
within 90 days of birth. Be-
sides, the health workers also
are to collect information of
ncw born baby and register the
name the with the local bodies.
The parents ol a new born’ baby
have to pay a [ine of Taka five if
they fafl to report with the lo-
cal baby within the stipulated
time. If needed, the rate of
death could easily be obtained
from the places where they are
buried or put into flames.

Al present, authorities ask
for birth certificate [rom those
who seck admission to institu-

irregular
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According to Bogra Poura-
shava, they issued about one
thousand birth certificates in
the last two years. Birth
certificates were issued by

pourashava to persons born 10

F

to 30 years back even, it is re-
ported. :
There is no system to

change money for birth certifi-
cate from pourashava or union
parishad. Some birth certifi-
cate seekers however com-
plained that a section of staffl of
health division of pourashava
claim Taka 100 to 500 for a
birth certificate and some-
times even more.

Health officials of poura-
shava said in case of 20 to 30
years old cases they send the
application to district ad-
ministration to issue birth
certificate.

Young man kidnapped, killed in Magura

MAGURA, July 18: A young
man of Uttarbirpur village in
Sadar thana of the district was
kidnapped and killed by some
unknown assailants, reports
UNB.

According to witnesses, the
victim Abdul Hakim Malitha
(25), son of Abdul Hasim
Malitha while going to a local
market was kidnapped by a
gang of miscreants recently.

Later, police recovered the
dead body from a paddy field of
Sunatkundi village next morn-
ing and sent it to morgue for
autopsy.

Local people s that
Hakim was killed due to old
enmity. Police arrested MD
Abdul Aziz Mollah, the victim's
(ather in law of Solarpar vil-
lage in this connection.

Oyer 300 activists of differ-

ent political parties joined
Jatiya Party in simple cere-
mony held at Inhakhada Bazar
of Sadar thana ol the district
recently. Presided over by
Khabir Hossain, UP member ol
Hajrapur Union of Sadar thana,
it was addressed, among oth-
ers, by Advocate Omar
Faruque. Khandkar Sirajul
Islam, Kazi Bazlur Rahman and
others.

Advocate Hassan Siraj Suju,
secretary of district unit of
Jattya Party was presenl as

chiel guest.
{
T N g anf

them to forge greater unity to
launch movement to secure
the release of their chiel

former president E :
also blamed the rul-
ing

government for pa-

tronising terrorism in differ-
ent districts. -

Monthly meeting of District
Coordination Committce was
held here with Deputy Commi-
ssioner, Nirmal Chandra
Sarkar in the chair at his
conference room recently.

All the district level ofRi-
cers, Thana Nirbahi Officers,
Police Super and the members
of the committee attended the
meeting.

The meeting discussed
varfous development and on-
going construction works of
the district. The DC urged the
concerned officials 10 make
necessary arrangement for
compiction of all development

works within the scheduled |

time.

Dr Ashraf Ali Khan, VC, BAU addressing the inaugural
function of the tree plantation week organised by the Fish-
eries Research Institute, Mymensingh. The function was
held recently.

Charitable hospital set up

TANGAIL, July 18 : Tangail
Zahangir Smrity Sebasram, a
charitable hospital, was inau-
gurated by Iskandar Zain Khan

{ Gaznabi, the donor of the hos-

pital, reports BSS.

Syed Ahmed, Secretary,
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, attended the function
as chiel guest. Abdul Kader
Siddiqui, Bir Uttam, president
of the organisation, presided
over the meeting.

Gaznabi expressed the
happiness that the hospital
could be set up for the needy.
Alhaz Alema Khatoon Bhasani,
widow of the late Maolana
Bhasani, hoped that through
this hospital people will find
more medicare [acilities,

Syed Ahmed said that gov-
ernment is delermined Lo
reach health care and [amily
welfare facilities to the
doorstep of people. "As such
we are emphasising on preven-
tive measures, primary health
care, and family welfare facili-
ties. For the successiul imple-
mentation of these strategies

he stressed the need for coop-
eration of non-government and
voluntary organisations. Mean-
while, Bangladesh has been
able to attract the international
attention for its family plan-
ning and EP] programmes,

He hoped that through this
hospital people will get more
family planning and medicare
facilities.

Among others Professor AT
M Siddique, Director General,
Health Services, Rafiquzzaman,
Director General, Family Wel-
fare Director Fazlul Rahman
and Dr H R Khan spoke on the
occasion.

Bangladesh Civil Service
(Admin) Association Tangail
District Branch held a tree
plantation programme Thurs-
day at zila sadar campus.

Syed Ahmed, Secretary,
Ministry of Health and F
Welfare, planted a sapling as
chief guest on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion
he stressed the need for grow-
ing more trees and mass par-
ticipation in the programme.

Islamic Varsity VC calls
for peace on campus

KUSHTIA, July 18:
Professor M A Hamid, Vice

Chancellor of Islamic
University called for peace and

tranquility on eampus, reports
BSS. -

He was speaking as chiefl
guest at a seminar held on
Thursday at its auditorium or-
ganised by Department of
Management of the Islamic
University.

The VC called upon the po-

| litical leaders to stop politics

on the campus.

He said, students are the fu-
ture of the nation so they
should not be misguided.

Dr Anawarul Karim,
Principal, Meherpur
Government College presented
a paper on the terrorism on

the n-t
Dr harraf Hossain,
Chairman, Management

Department presided over the
seminar. Others who spoke on
the occasion are Prof
Moniruzzaman, Prof Siddiqur
Rahman Nizami and Prof
Kamaluddin.

The law enforcing
personnel seized contraband
goods worth about Taka
19,000 from Mirpur Thana re-
cently.

A Bangladesh Rifles press
release said the goods include
22 Indian sarees, 40 kgs of
sugar and salt. The goods wen
deposited to Kushtia customs
and excise office,

" another operation the
BDR personnel recovered 307
Indian sarees, 55 kgs of salt
and some Indian sugar valued

at Taka 93,000 from
Bheramara Rail Station re-
cently.
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3 buried alive

in landslide

SIRAJGANJ, July 18: Three
E:oya of Kathisatbaria village in
Shahjadpur thana were buried
alive by a landslide Friday, re-
ports UNB.

According to villagers,
Ziaul (10}, Solaiman (9) and
Ershad (10) met the tragic
end when they took shelter in
a hole of a road during
the heavy rainfall.

On information, the local

people rushed to the spot and
recovered the bodies.

Police outposts

demanded

MADARIPUR, July18: A po-
lice outpost has been de-
manded to control crime in
the remote areas in between
the Kalkini and Shibchar
thanas, reports UNB.

Local leaders said the arcas

were at present under the

| control of the local mastans

and hoodlums.

The people cannot take po-
lice help as the thanas are lo-
cated far away and the means
of communication are boat and
bicycles.

3 including a
woman injured
in clash

MAGURA, July 18: Three
people including (wo women
were injured, one of them se-
riously, in a clash between two
g;;l groups at Atharakhada in

ar thana of the district re-
cently, reports UNB.

The clash ensued over a
disputed land between the two
rival groups and at one s
the supporters of Ichail Shatkh
swooped.on the supporters of
Mujibar Rahman with lethal
weapons leaving Mujibur
Rahman (25), Rehana Begum
(20) and Rajia Begum (30) in-
jured on the spot, villagers
said

Later, Rajia Begum was
taken to Magura Sadar Hospilal
in a critical condition.

A case was flled with the
police but none has yet been
arrested in this connection.

Cattle lifters
create panic

SHERPUR, July 18:
Rampant cattle lifting by an
erganised. gang of ‘cattle lifters
has created panic among the
farmers of the district, reports
UNB.

At least 120 cattle were
lifted from different parts of
Sadar, Sreebordi, Nokla,
Nalitabari and Jhenaigati
thanas during the last six
months.

On many occasions the cat-
tle lifters demand ransom
money from the farmers.
Finding no other way most of
the farmers are compelled to
stay in cow-sheds at night to
protect their cows.

Local people have urged the
law enforcing agencies to take
necess steps to check the
check 13::: menace immedi-
ately.

World Population
Day observed

CHANDPUR, July 18: The
World Population Day was ob-
served in Chandpur district
through various programmes
including rally., procession,
discussion, seminar and film

show, reports BSS.

A colourful procession with
‘banners, festoons and play
“cards was brought out Kom
Chandpur Press Club and pa-
raded streets of the town.

A seminar on "ecelo
balanced world® was held at
Hajeeganj thana auditorium in
this connection. The seminar
was addressed among others
by Md Yakub Ali, Depuly
Commissioner, Chandpur.

Post office

set up

A post office has been set
up at village Melang under
Kailail union, thana
of Dhaka district on June 30,
says a Press release.

Twenty thousand people of
village Islampur, Matabpur,
Kunda, Kartikpur, Melang,
South Melang, Kailail, Telanga
will be benefited. There are
three bazars, eight primary
schools, one high school in the

area. Melang 18 |1 1-mile away
from the city but it takes four
hours to reach there.

Two short guns,
one pistol
recovered

KHULNA, July 18 : Mongla
police recovered two country-
made shot guns and one Indian
made revolver with three
rounds of ammunition from
the house of one Abdul Mannan
of village Haldibari under

Mongla Police Station on
Thursday, Mongla police said,

BSS.
Police alse arrested Abdul
Mannan and red a case
against him in this connection



