UNITED NATIO-
NS, July 17: The
UN Security Cou-
ﬁ ncil's sanctions
. s & commiitee Is ex-
ed later to-

h to bar Y ‘s athletes
from the Barcelona Olympics

from most of

its leading members, diplo-

mais said, reports Reuter.

Council members Austria
and Hungary have said they
woulld respond negatively to a
query from Spain on whether
athletes could compete as in-
dividuals without using the
name of their country.

Unlike the Security Council,
the committee to enforce
sanctions against the rump
Yugoslav state must approve
reguests unanimously, thereby
giving each of its members

=

DHAKA SATURDA JULYIB 1992

velo power. All 15 nations on
the council are members of
the sanctions committee.

The committee met on
Thursday and at the suggestion
of the Cape Verde islands de-
layed its final decision for a

day.

The group of seven leading
industrial nations, which in-
clude the United States, Bri-
tain, France and Japan, pro-
posed that Yugodlav athletes be
allowed fo take part in the
Games as individuals.

The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) agreed with
the Yugoslav National Olympic
Committee last week that ath-
letes from Yugoslavia — now
just Serbia and Montenegro —
could compete in Barcelona.

Under the [10C deal, and
subject to UN approval, the

T — T on—

UN to overrule 10C’s decision

Yugoslavs would compete as
the so-called Indppcndt:nt
Team.” They would wear plain
white uniforms and receive
medals under the Olympic flag.

The Security Council on
May 30 imposed wide ranging
sanctions against Serbia and
Montenegro. 4

The sanctions are among
the most stringent ever im-
posed and included a ban on
sporting contacts, previously
only clamped on South Africa
by the General Assembly.

Yugoslavia's President Dob-
rica Cosic wrote to the Secu-
rity Council early this week
saying sanctions should not be
imposed against innocent
young people.

Sanctions "meant the un-
justified pillorying of Yugoslav
athlctes for something they
have not done.”

Security surge to stave off spoilers

BARCELONA, July
1 7: The Spanish

o

) Army is carrying
out "undercover

@ operations” o
neutralise the th-

real of ¢ lerrorists at the

Barcclona Olympics, city Mayor
Pasqual Maragall said today,
reports AFP.

Maragall described the ETA
scparatist group as "a shadow
of its former sell” alter recent
arresis in Spain and France but
admitted there was still a risk
of attacks.

The mayor did not give de-
tails of the operations but said
the Army, Navy and Air Force
were all involved in the under-
cover war against terrorism.

Securily sources said a
clampdown on suspected sep-
aralist sympathisers would
continue right through the

Games which run from July 25
to August 9.

Six thousand troops have
been drafted in to help guard
the Games Village, stadiums
and other possible targets.

The city police force has

been doubled to round 20,000. .

The police have complained to
the authorities about living
conditions.

The COOB organising com-
mittee, of which Maragall is
chairman, and the city au-
thorities have been given a 20
billion pesetas (200 million
dollar) central government
credit to pay for the security.

But Maragall said the army
operations were not included
in%his cost.

"If you had asked two
months ago | would have said
the government was very con-
cerned. Since then we have

gone through a wvery difficult
period and the terrorist organ-
isation has paid a very high
price for its activity.”

“There may be certain pe-
ripheral action and there may
be certain attempts,” said
Maragall, "But we think we
have covered every eventual-
ity.” . '
tyTl’ur: COOB chairman said
14,109 athletes and officials
had been registered in time
[or the. Games. The organisers
succeeded in pruning back
numbers, which at onc stage
threatened to hit 20,000, to
under 15,000 which can be
catered for,

Maragall said he also ex-
pected the two-week Olympiad
to make a surplus of around
350 million dollars which

would be put toward the cost
of building the Games facilities.

Green grass to grace Games arena

BARCELONA, July
17: Games orga-
nisers are racing
against time o

x
y |
@ repair the grass
at Barcelona's ma-

in Olympic stadium in time for
the opening ceremony on July
25, reports Reuter.

Ground stafl at the 65,000-
seater stadium said on Thurs-
day they have been working
day and night since Monday
paiching up bare sections in

the arena with new turf.

Stadium director
state of the would not be

a blemish on the opening
ceremony. to be beamed live to
a worldwide television audien-
ce, because the field would be

mhtely covered.

Organisers then have six
days to prepare the surface for
the athletics programme whi-
ch begins in the sLadium on
July 31.

"For the athletics, the grass
will be perfectly green,” Fo-
nollosa Martin promised.

He said the damage had
been caused by three months
ol rehearsals by the cast of
thousands who will perform at
the opening ceremony.

The Municipal Stadium, set
on the Montjuic Hill which
overlooks Barcelona, was han-

" %ﬁ&‘lim"ﬁ&f?

authorities in Hﬂ{y
Until then was used by

the Bracelona Dragons Ameri-

can football team and oeca-

sionally for pop concerts.
Ground stafl said the foot-

ball matches had added to the
wear and tear, Trucks had also
been driven across the field
during preparations for the
Games, one worker said,

“It's in a bad way," said the
worker, who on Thursday was
carefully spreading sand into
gaps where fresh turf had been
laid to cover some of the
brown patches.

"We are working day and
night. Yesterday, | worked
from seven in the morning un-
til three in the afternoon and
then again for efght hours [rom
eleven...at aight”, .said- the
worker,

The stadium, built in 1929
and remodelled for the Games
beltween 1985 and 1989, is
closed to the public until July
24' L L]

maih post office Thursday .

BARCELONA, July
17: China, which
vetoed the Olym-
pic hopes of at
least two former
- citizens, hopes
that its men can produce a
revival when table tennis ma-
kes its sccond appearance in
the Games on July 28, report
AF‘IJ-

Since this sport's Olympic
debut in Seoul four years ago
the world's strongest table
tennis nation has become in-
creasingly worried about its

- talent drain and relative de-
cline in the men's arena.

Now China may be encour-
aged both by a new Olympic
rule and the unexpected cap-
ture in November of the men's

{ World Team Cup in the
Olympic arena, the Estacio del
Nord.

The new rule gives any na-
tion the right to veto participa-
tion by its former citizens for
three years after ,acquiring a
passport from another country.

China, not surprisingly, has
taken advantage of this, thus
ending Olympic hopes for the
[ormer World Cup winner
Chen Xinhua, now the English
national champion, and for the
former world number one,
Geng Lijuan, now the best
women's player in Canada.

Despite this China's women,
whose dominance remains un-
broken, are almost as strong as

ever, with world champion
Deng Yaping and world nuni- |
ber Qiao Hong, favourites

for gold and silver.

The men’'s singles, by con-
trast, will see Europeans as
[avourities, despite the devel-
oping talent of the young
Chinese left-hander Ma Wenge,
who did so well in Barcelona

China s
world champion Jorgen DPer-
sson and former world cham-

Mve Waldner, a:nd

who became world number
onc for the first time last
weck.

The men's doubles will be
wide open. with Paris from
chdtn Germany, China, Po-

Olympic hostesses display the Spanish ﬂ]ympu postage stamps on the steps of Barcelona's

~AFP photo.

‘China hope for a TT revival
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top woman paddler Deng Yaping.

land, South Korea and Russia
all capable of getting among

the medals.

~ A major threat to Chinese
hegemony could come in the
women's doubles from the
South Korean pair of Hyng
Jung Hua and Hong Cha Ok, or

the North Koreans, Li Bun Hui

and Yu Sun Bok.

OLYMPIC NOTEBOOK

BARCELONA, July 17: Forecasters
sunny weather for the opening day ufszc

25, though they wamn it is too early to make reliable predic*__

lions, reports AP.

Alejandro Martinez,
gical
indications are for li

days.

chief forecaster
Centre for the Barcelona zone, said preliminary
ght clouds and some showers in n

mountains on July 24 —followed by clear weather for several

xpect hot and
ﬂlymplca on July.

for the Meteorolo--

But Martinez said the first reliable forecast will be availablé
only two or threc days before the July 25 opening ceremony.

It is scientilically
now for July 25," he said.

HORSE HEALTH: Despite serious problems with horse’
sickness during the past few years in parts of Spain, a
Har{*e]nna velerinarian says an outbreak of equine fever is
“practically impossible™ at the Olympics.
president of Barcelona's College of
Veterinarians, sald adequate precautionary measures have
been taken and that the mosquitoes that carry the virus can-
not thrive in Barcelona's climate.

Test on rivers around Barcelona have not found any of the

Joaquim Sabate,

mosquitoes, Sabatc added.

Other measures taken to cnsure there is no outbreak of
include vaccination of horses Laking part in
equestrian cvents and efforts to prevent infected
the Barcelona area, Sabate said.
Outbreaks of horse sickness in southern  Spain in recent
years had caused fears that the equestrian events
pain, but Olympic officials have stead-

equine fever
Olympic
horses from entering

lo-be moved out of S

impossible to give an exact forecast

might have

fastly maintained the Barcelona area is safe.

STILL TOO MANY: Afier struggling for months to keep
the number of athletes and team officials at the Barcelona

Games from surpassing

finally agreed to find room for an additional

members.

15,200, Olympic organizers havée’

400 team

The Barcelona Olympic Organizing Committee (COOB])
said Thursday it expects 15,609 athletes and team officials to
stay in Olympic housing during the Games that begin July

25,

COOB officials said they may have to put extra beds fn some
rooms at the Olympic village in order to house the additional

people,

COOB spent three months negotiating reductions with na-

tional

Olympic committees worldwide after nearly

19,200

originally signed up for the Games. Organizers had said such
s surplus would overwhelm housing, catering and trans-

Maragall foresees’
a financial boon

BARCELONA, July
17: Barcelona Ma-
yor Pasqual Mara-
mectenaz | gall on Thursday

Cw forccast a finan-

S ofal success for
the Summer Olympics, reports
[Reuter.

"Our budget is balanced. We
did not aim to make a profit.
All we wanted was not to have
a [inancial loss and we will not
have a financial loss,” said
Maragall, who is also president
of the Olympic organising
committee COOB.

He said organisers antici-

a surphas of ' 350-mitlion
dollars whieh  would be
ploughed back into sports fa-
cilities.

COOB has a relatively mod-
est budget of 140 billion pese-
} tas (1.4 billlon dollars) for the

N/

Games, the biggest in history,
which open on July 25.

The amount is overshad-
owed by the sum total of 926
billion pesetas (9.2 billion dol-
lars) local newspapers on
Thursday said had been spent
on new sports arenas, roads,
other infrastructural improve-

ments and a facelift for
Barcelona.
The reports, which quoted

a study by Barcelona City Hall,
said 63 per cent of the money
had come from the city, the
Calalonia region and the S
ish national government, m
the rest fromr private- investors.
Maragall said the Games,
sct to draw 400,000 visitors to
his city, were "a golden oppar-
tunity” for Barcelona to attract
foreign investors and tourists.
"Everything is in place,” he
said.
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