Flood control project

35 city canals to
be re-excavated

By Staff Correspondent

The government is planning
te re-excavate 35 derelict
canals of Dhaka, once used as
the city's natural sewer,system.

Re-excavation of these
canals is expected to start
from next month, officials said

The canals would be dug as
part of the ongoing Dhaka In-
tegrated Flood Protection
(DIFP) Project to get storm
water out of the capital.

The officials said that 21 of
these 35 canals in Dhaka
would be re-excavated in the
first phase of the DIFP Project.

The total length of these 21
canals will cross 78 kilome-
tres, informed an official of
WASA,

Drawings and designs on
the re-excavation work have
already been f(inalised and
submitted to the mment
for approval, he said.

These canals are located at
Dholatkhal, Paribagh. Segun
Bagicha, Begunbari, Rayer

Bazar, Kanthal n, Mo-
hakhali, Ibrahimpur, Khilgaon,
Basabe, Jirani, Kalyanpur,
Ramchandrapur, Katasur, Ab-
dullhapur, Baunia, Gulshan-
Banani, Mogda and Diabari.

Explaining the objectives of
the planned re-excavation, the
WASA official satd these canals
would work as trunk channels
te bring in water from the
storm sewers ol the city.

The canals would bring wa-
ter to the ring dam around the
capital which would then be
passed out through shuice gates
or pumped out on to the rivers
during monsoon, he said.

"People have built houses on
some of these canals, set up
shops and raised gardens,” the
official said.

However, the government
has no plan to evict the people
Itving there, he said. WASA
would construct box-culverts
on the land where they now
live to let water pass under the
structurcs.

Flood grips low-lying
areas in Pabna

PABNA, July 16: Incessant
rainfall during the last two
days raised the water level in
five Jamuna, flooding low-ly-
ing arcas of three thanas of the
district, reports UNB.

Affected thanas are Sadar,
Bera and Su

Erosion in the worst af
fected Bera thana rendered
about 200 families homeless
during the last 24 hours.

The affected unions are
Ahmedpur and Tatibondh in
Sujanagar, Dhalarchar and
Bhaturia Nakalia in Bera and
Ataikula, Hemayetpur and
Goyespur in Sadar thana.

Standing crops on about
200 acres of land were also
damaged during the period.

Moreover, 20 villages of the
char region were also flooded.

Meanwhile, the turbulent

Jamuna continued to devour
villages, leaving some 320 fam-
ilies homeless in five thanas of
Sirajganj in the last 24 hours .

Officials and villagers said
today 27 villages had been al-
fected by the unabated erosion,
and three of them in Belkuchi
thana entirely went down the
gorge of the mighty river dur-
ing the period.

The homeless people have
taken shelter in different
flood centres and on the
WAPDA embankmentL

About 35 fect of the Kazipur
Thana Health Complex was
engulfed by the river.

District Civil Surgeon office
said the existence of Kazipur
lHealth Complex and Family
Wellare Centres in Khasrajbard
and Maizbari unions were un-
der threat of erosfon.

Private
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the Private Members' day we
have the time to censider
somc important resolutions,”
he added. Razzaq then re-
qucsted the Deputy Speaker to
allow Suranjit the floor.

Suranjit angrily said that
when a member was on a point
of order it was his right 1o get
permission to speak. At this
“point, the Deputy Speaker in-
terrupted to know what
Suranfit's point of order was.

Suranfit replied saying that
"Either you stop or | stop.”
Continuing his deliberations
Suranjit said that for the first
time he had been denied per-
mission to speak in the llouse.

He said that if by definition
the Treasury benchers were
private members then what
would be the status of the
Deputy Leader of the House? If
the Deputy Leader, not a min-
ister, became a private mem-
ber then who would lead the
Treasury bench, added Sen.

Mcntioning Erskine May
and Kaul, the two authorities
on procedures of parliament,
Suranjit said that "We are
bound by conventions. We have
not heard that on a private
members’ day Treasury benc-
hers move a resolution.” With
these words Suranijit asked for
a ruling from the Chair on the
issue.

At this stage Prof Badru-
ddoza Chowdhury rose to say
that the definition of a private
member was clearly spelled
out and any member of the
House, other than a minister,
was a private member.

Quoting from the Rules of

SB probing
Titas Gas

incident
By Staff Correspondent

Belal Hossain Bepari, the
pipe construction supervisor of
the Titas Gas, was buried at
the Banani graveyard Thurs-
day, onc week after he was
killed in a union riot at the
Titas Gas headoffice in Dhaka.

The body of the Titas Gas
employee, also a leader of one
union of the company, was
kept at the BIRDEM mortuary

Meanwhile, - one general
manager of the company in-
formed that The Special
Branch had taken up the case

member

Procedure he said that even a
minister was allowed to move a
resolution on the private
members day.

Brushing aside criticisms of
Suranjit, the Deputy Leader
said that there were cascs
where the Leader of the llouse
was not a mecmber of the
Cabinet.

Recollecting his own situa-
tion, Prof Chowdhury said that
back in 1979 he was Deputy
Leader of the House, not a
member of the Cabinct.

Afterwards, defending the
position explained by Prof
Chowdhury, Maudud Ahmed
said that was the correct posi-
tion. But he added that the
Private Members day was con-
sidered a privilege to the
Opposition,

Maudud further said that
resolutions were moved in Lhe
House to discuss matters of na-
tional interest, not roads or
canals. '

The discussion ended
when the Deputy Leader of the
House finally rose to say that it
was the responsibility ol the

Chair to protect the rights of
the members, either Oppo-

sition or Treasury bencher.

Later, talking to The Daily
Star, Speaker Shaikh Razzaque
Ali said that there should be
no confusion about rights and
privileges of a members when
thesé were clearly stated in
the Rules of Procedure.

The Speaker further said
that if there was any ambiguity
on the issue ‘'we could refer to
conventions.'

Things could be changed
only after the Rules were
changed, he obscrved.

Israel
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might approve a formula under
which all spending in the ter-
ritories would be subtracted
from the loan guarantees
granted.

In Cairo, a spokesman for
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak said Isracl's decision
to suspend signing new con-
tracts "helps create a suitable
climate” for a Rabin-Mubarak
meeting,

Rabin said Wednesday plans
were under discussion for him
to visit Egypt "in the near fu-
ture.”

Rabin has said he would
stop construction in "political”
settlements in areas with large

and {nvestigating into the Arab populations, but continue
clash. tg build in settlements
il 1
Editor : S. M. Ali
Executive Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Published by the Editor on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at The

Sangba

d Ltd., 36 Purana Paltan, Dhaka. Editorial, News

& Commercial Offices: 28/1, Toynbee Circular Road,

Dhaka-1000. Tel:

PABX-

246023-4, 245061-2.

Advertisement: 245063 & Ext. 20. Fax No. 88-02-
863035. GPO Box. No. 3257. GRAM: DAILY STAR,

DHAKA.

Broken propeller of the ATP plane that met an accident yesterday.

Probe
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inflated price.

Mannan said that the {ll-
fated aircraft was on its [light
back from Saidpur to Dhaka
and was about to land at 10.04
in the morning. Because of

| heavy rains, the aircraflt came
' in to land from Direction 32

and made a positive landing.

He saild that during rains,
touchdown landings were not
advisable as chances of a
planc’'s skidding off the slip-
pery runway were there.
Touchdown landings in such a
situation could also cause
brake failure, he added.

Using an aviation terminol-
oy, the minister said that dur-
ing heavy showers the Captain
opls for agqua planning which
was also known as hard land-

ing.

The minister said that as he
was coincidentally present at
Lhe airport yesterday morning
he was immediately informed
of the incident. He then
rushed a bus to carry the pas-
sengers, totalling 48 including
three children, he added.

The minister further said
that the passengers werc
completely unaware of what

| had happened and that there

was even no panic.

Even the Captain of the
plane did not realise that the
nosc wheel had broken.
llowever, the plane did not go
out of the runway, he added.

Mannan said that because of
this damage the plane could
not be tucked away and that
heavy rains also delayed the
operation.

Moreover, as the plane was
in the centre of the runway,
the runway was closed to traf-
fic till 1.15 pm.

The runway was declared
open at 1.54 pm, the minister
added. -

Enemy property
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culated in respective areas for
information of the people in
general.

He said such a measure is
essential to free the land own-
ers from the harassment of
corrupt scttlement offlicials.
Once the gazetted list is avail-
able to be people, such officials
will refrain from declaring
others’ land as enemy prop-
criy.

As many as 10 members
from Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami
spoke in support of the resolu-
tion who described as
inhuman’ the declaration of
cnemy property.

Earlier, a resolution de-
manding connection and dis-
tribution of gas to Lakshmipur
district was moved by Treasury
Bench member Khairul Enam.
It was however withdrawn on
assurance from the Energy
Minister Mosharraf Hossain
that all the districts will be
covered by the gas supply net-
work in phases.

Yesterday was private mem-
bers' day when five more reso-
lutions were introduced in the
House. These included one
moved by Mohiuddin Ahmed
secking extension of house

building loan facilities at 5 per |

cent interest to the rural arcas.

Another resolution moved
by Khan Tipu Sultan (AL)
sought introduction of double
shifts in all government
schools and colleges of Dhaka

City.

The resolutfons may come
up for consideration of the
House on the next private
members' day on Thursday.

£\
b

\

Che Baily Star

._'*Ilh.. —

o .
—— y
“‘h.‘.
- ;

e A ¥ e ;

From Page | Col 7
was declared open to fight
opcrations. All the diverted
and delayed flights reached
the airport afterwards while
other Mights  left for their
destinations.

Stale Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourtsm M A
Mannan who happened to be at
the atrport when the accident
took place rushed to the spot
and personally supervised the
rescue operations.

The cause of the accident
could not be ascertained.
However, some senfor officials
of Biman said that a hard touch
down might have been the
causc of the aceident. “Though
it was raining hecavily, visibilily
was there”, they I":E:nliﬂnul.

Soon after the accident, the
Civil Aviation authority of
Iinnglad.ﬂgh 1{':,5.“” initiated
the process of inquiry into the

-— Star photo

ATP accident

incident.

A Biman oflflicial said that {t
would take some lime to re-
pair the aircralt and bring it
into operation. However, a
CAAD oflicial said that the al-
fected aircrafll even aller re-
pairs would not be allowed to
resume  operations until the
inquiry was completed.

The two ATP afrcraft, pro-
cured [rom DBritish Aerospace,
have been In operation on do-
mestic routes since November
last year. Previously, the ATPs
were grounded after some
snags and accidents in which
the newly procured aircraft
were involved.

A total of three ATP aircrall
were  purchased during
Ershad’'s rule and two of the’
afrecraflt werce deltvered (o
Bangladesh. But the present
government did not lake de-
livery of the third.

' handed over the

desh will recetve ef

US equipment to
face natural
calamity
handed over

CHITTAGONG, July 16: The
Unitled States has handed over
dillerent types of equipment
and materials worth 20 million
US dollars [about Tk 78 crore)
to Bangladesh to face natural
calamity, reports BSS.

Statle Minister for Relief
Lutfur Rahman Khan yesterday
formally received the goods

from US Ambassador in
Bangladesh William B Milam at

a function held al the
Chittagong Prot, a PID handout
said.

The equipment and goods
included 20 jeeps, 60 pickup
ambulances, 13 jeep ambu-
lances, 60 ambulance kits,
nine landing cralts, 200
parachutes, 63 diflerent types
of radio sets, 15 blankets, 100
tents and 44 walter trailers.

Four Tamils
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province and claimed that they
were all studying computer
cnginecring in Sri Lanka.

According to the airport
record, they held So Lankan
passports and had Biman lck-
¢ts for Bombay when they left
Dhaka but they had no docu-
ments with them on their ar-
rival after being déported from
Amsterdam,

“They possibly destroyed
their passports and other doce-
uments on board and sought
political asylum in Holland,” an
airport official said.

Another source alleged that
on a previous visil Lo
Bangladesh, they evaded arrest
and managed to leave the
country with the help of some
immigration employces at ZIA,

Airport offlicials, however,
refuted the allegation.

The authoritics formed an
cnquiry committee headed by
General Manager, Customer
Service, Capt [Retd) S M M
Rahman.
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Children taking a merry dip in road-turned-stream
Neemtaly in old city during rain yesterday.

firing : Death
toll two

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, July 16: The
offictal death toll in Tuesday's
police firing at Natkhyangch-
hari refugee camp In
Bandarban district rose to two
as the inmates handed over
the body of one refugee to the
authorities.

Myanmar refugees living at
the Naikhyangchhart camp
body of Fatz
Ahmed (28) to the authorities
at about 5 pm today.

Earlicr, Muhammad Hossain,
a passer-by was shot dead.

The body of the refugee was
brought to the Cox's Bazar
District Hospital for autopsy.

Al least 20 people, includ-
ing refugees and policemen,
were injured in a clash be-

Iween' the camp inmates and

| the authorities.

'$ 8m OPEC loan

for education
project

VIENNA, July 16: Bangla-
ght million
dollars from the OPEC fund for
international development as
loan to finance an education

project under an agreement
signed in Dhaka yesterday,

The project is a part of the
nation-wide programme to in-
crease primary school enroll-
ment and retention and signif-
icantly improve the literacy
rate in Bangladesh by the year
2000. It includes the construc-
tlon and furnishing of 140
primary schools in Khulna di-
vision. The schools are to be
built in blocks of three class
rooms each.

According to an official
press release, it is expressed
that 42,000 children of school
age would complete (in two
shilts] their primary educa-
tion, thus enabling them to
pursue sccondary schooling
and or occupational training.
The project will imple-
mented within a /perfod of
three years.,

"No surplus
manpower In
textile mills"

There is no surplus man-
power in the textile mills both
in the nationalised and private
sector, said State Minister for
Textile Major (Rid) Abdul
Mannan, reports UNB.

tle told parliament during
the question hour yesterday
that at present country's tex-
tile units had 82,255 workers,
10,915 employeces and 2,080
ollicers.,

Accord to rebuild
Karnafuli
bridge

The 830-metre bridge over
the river Karnafuli is expected
to be reopen to traffic by the
end of next summer, official
sources said in Dhaka Thurs-
day, reports BSS.

Bangladesh and Nether-
lands have signed an agree-
ment yesterday to re-construct
the bridge, badly damaged dur-
ing the unprecedented cyclone
and tidal surge of April 29.
1991, al a cost of 13.6 million
Dutch guilders equivalent to
Tk 27.25 crore. Out of the
amount the royal Dutch gov-
ernment will provide 13.4 mil-
lion Dutch guilders as pro-
Jected aid while Bangladesh
will contribute two million

Dutch guilders equivalent to
Tk 40 lakh in local currency.

Myanmar
Sce Page 12 Col 5

Reliel CTommissioner in-
formed that a Bangladeshi
passerby, injured in the clash,
was rcported in critical condi-
tion at the Chitlagong Medical
College Hospital.

BSS adds: Tension is pre
vailing in 16 Rohingya refugec
camps in Cox's Bazar following
differences among the refu-
gees on their repatriation lo
their homeland.

The refugees clashed at
Natkhangchhari camp on
Tuesday over repatriation issue
and at least 50 ol them were
injured in the clash. Police had
to open fire to disperse the
clashing Rohingyas. The BDR
was called in to mainlain peace
at the refugee camp.

Rival Rohingya refugees
also clashed at Dechua Palo-
ng(2) ecamp Wednesday in
which 20 were injured. Police
resorted to lathi charge to
separate the clashing refugees.

The concerned authority in
Cox's Bazar has strengthened
security measures around
refugee camps by reinforcing
police force. Barbed wire fenc-
ing has been erected around
some of the camps to prevent
the rival refugees from clash-

The . inquiry committee
constituted for finding out
whereabouts of a large number
of missing refugees has been
warking since last lew days. A
fresh enumeration of Rohingya
refugees has also been nf
on at different camps, oflicia
sources here said.
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The Midnight File

WEU naval forces, aircraft
patrolling Y'slav coast

BRUSSELS, July 16 : Western naval forces and atrerafl be-
gan patrolling the Yugoslav coast today in support of a United

Nations embargo against Serbta and Montene
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) said.
operations began this morning.”

NATO s Supreme Headquarters Allted

(SHAPE) told Reuters.

. the North
monitoring
Stephen Wills at
Powers Europe

Fresh fighting near Kabul
University : 4 killed

« KABUL, July 16 : Fresh fighting near Kabul University has

left at least four people dead and many
today. The fighting broke out Wednesday

hospital sourecs said

injured, witnesses-and

in Kabul's southwestern district of Karta-1-Se. a stronghold of
the Shiite Hezb--Wahdat Mujahideen faction, reports AFP

Hasina
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I'he peopie of Hangladesh,
she said, had brought the
downfall of the autocracy
through a herofe struggle and
added "We have been puttin
Iin due efforts to nurture nrl!
sustain the fledging democracy
despite the government's in-
difference about it.”

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion said Bangladesh emerged
through a bloody war of libera-
tion and the then elected gov-
ernment had initiated various
programmes for the overall
development of the country.

But after the assassination
of the country's founder
HBangabandhu Sheikh Mufibur
Rahman and members ol his
famtly in August, 1975 martial
law was imposed and subse-
quently democracy and demo-
cratic institutions were de-
stroyed through farcical elec-
tions, Sheikh Hasina said.

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion exchanged views with
them on different aspects of
the world situation.

The leaders whom Sheikh
Hasina met included US con-
gressman G L Hamilton,
former US vice presidential
candidate Geraldin Ferarore,
David Zin MI’, Governor John
Brown, Mayor David Dinkins,
Lord Stanely David of Britain,
British Permanent Representa-
live to the United Nations
James Whee, and British
Labour Party Leaderl W I,
[Hafins, MP.

Sheikh lasina also attended
a dinner hosted in honour of
her and other leaders attend-

ing the NDI convention the
Awami League brinch of the
United Stales.
Newsmen
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(BNP). TTuda said the govern:

menlt has decided Lo distribute
advertisements  considering
the objectivity of a newspaper,

The distributfon of adver-
tiscments does not depend on
the circulation of a newspaper
as many papers increase thelr
circulation by publishing sen-
salional and untrue news
items, he added.

The minister said the gov-

ernment will also give adver-
tisement to muflassil newspa-
pers and news weeklies if they
arc found publishing objective
NMNOCwWs.
In reply to Advocate Fazle
Rabbi (JP), he said the adver-
tiscment to Daily Janata was
stopped as the daily published
“lals¢” news after the fall of
the autocratic Ershad.

However, he informed that
the government has- started
providing advertisements to
the daily after its management
gave an undertaking that they
would not publish any “false”
news in future,

Replying to Advocate
Dhirendra Devnath Shambu
(AL), the minister said the out-
standing advertisement bill
lying with different dailies
amounted to about taka seven
crore in fiscal 1991-92.

lie said the information
ministry submitted a proposal
lo the [inance minister (o
sanction extra fund for repay-
ing thc outstanding adver-
tisement bills during 1992-93.

Sharma elected
Indian President

NEW DELHI, July 16: Vice
President Shankar Dayal
Sharma was declared clegted
as India's ninth President on
Thursday, PT1 said.

Sharma's victory in Mon-
day's electoral college clee-
tion, as a candidate of Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao's
governing Congress (I) Party,
was announced ‘after seven
hours of ballot-counting here.

The 74-ycar-old veteran
polled 64.78 per cenl of the
value of the votes’ cast by fed-
eral and provincial lawmakers,
relegating his Opposition rival
George Gilbert Swell 1o a dis-
tant runner-up.

Votes are weighted accord-
ing to the population of each
stale represenied by members
of the 4,748 strong electoral
college.

Sharma, who also enjoyed
the support of the commu-
nists, won 329,379 ‘value
voles' more than Swell, whose
candidacy was sponsored by

the centrist National Front and

Lthe right-wing Bharattya Janata

} Party (Indian people’s party).

SSF
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The SSF  has been empow-
ercd, among other things, o
make arrests without warrants
and to fire upon anybody it
feels a threcat to the Prime
Minister or other VIPs.

Convenor of his faction of
BSD Khalequzzaman in a
statement said that the NBP
government, encouraged by
nine years of autocracy formed
the SSF. “No statesman
a minimum of democratic val-
ues could move or live free

guarded by such a force wi

wild rs.” he commented
and dissolution of
the SSF.

Ganatantrik Biplobi Jote
-tm;ﬁ protested and con-
de the passage of the Bill
saying that it truly reflected
the BNP government's
‘autocratic face.’

Badruddin Umar, M Nu-
runnabi, Lutfor Rahman, Abir
Hassan and Fatjul Hakim in the
stalement called for a mowve-
ment to demand nullification
of the Bill.

The Awami League-backed
Chhatra League held a rally in
front of the Jattya Press Club
ycsterday evening protesting
the formation of the SSF.

Addressing the rally the
BCL leaders said that Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, followi
the footsteps of Ershad, hﬁ
formed the SSF to protect
hersell from ‘public wrath'.

Tk 73000, gold
robbed 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers robbed 73 thou-
sand fn cash and gold or-
naments in three incidents in
the capital Thursday.

The first incident took
place at 8-30 in the morning
near the under-construction
police head office at Fulbaria.
Stall nurse of Dhaka Medical
College Hospital, Rokeya
Akhter, was stopped by three
muggers who snatched away
her gold ornaments.

In the second incident,
Liakat Hossain an employec of
a private electric goods manu-
facturing company, was stop-
ped by three muggers riding a
motorbike near Fakirer Pool.

The muggers stabbed him
on Lthe hand and on one leg be-
forc snatching away taka 73
thousand from him. He was
taking the money to his office
at Purana Paltan.

In the third incident, mug-
gers halted Sirajul Islam, an
Assistant Secretary of the
Finance Ministry, and his wife
near Fulbaria.

The muggers robbed a gold
mécklace, bangles and a ring
from the lady at gunpoint.

Biman murder

9 accused
surrender,
5 granted bail

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 16: Nine out
of a total of 20 accused per-
sons in the Aminul Islam Bi-
man murder case surrendered
to the CMM Court at 10:30 this
morning.

Biman, a Shibir activists was
killed when Nirmul Committee
supporters allegedly attacked
the Shibir office here on
March 25 last.

Among the nine accused,
who had been absconding till
this morning, [five were
granted bail. The Courl re-
jected bail petition of the four
other persons; who are Nirmul
Committee leaders.

Dr Kamal Hussain and Bar-
rister Amirul Islam pleaded for
the accused.

Hundreds ol supporters
both from the Nirmul Commit-
tee and the Jamaat-Shibir
thronged the Court ses
while special police and BDR
contingent were deployed in
the Court apprch unto-
ward incidents.

Following the bail, CPB de-
clared half-day hartal in the '
city on Satu h:.n protest g
the rejection of bail
the hujﬁ'cnuter HirurmbHWI-
tee leaders. :

Supporters of the Chhatra
Union also in the evening
damaged four cars in the city
in protesl.



