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Stranded Pakistanis

We would like to commend Prime Minister

Nawaz Sharif for his principled position, as ex-
pressed in his interview with this journal, on the
issue of the repatriation of Pakistani citizens
stranded in ladesh for the last two decades
or more. This problem must be solved, and all ob-
stacles towards its solution must be removed
during the forthcoming visit of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia to Pakistan. We urge a more
active approach by the Pakistani premier.

However, we must express our total disagree-
ment with the views expressed by Mrs Benazir
Bhutto on the same issue, in an interview pub-
lished in this paper last Wednesday. The leader of
the Opposition in Pakistan was right when she
said that her comments would upset the people
of Bangladesh. We are surprised and shocked at
her statement that she does not consider the
stranded Pakistanis to be rightful citizens of
Pakistan and that she would seek a “Muslim
Ummah® solution to the problem. We reject this
solution and expect that our government would
do the same. We have an agreement between the

overnments of Bangladesh and Pakistan to take

ack all the stranded Pakistanis — and we expect
that to be honoured. For the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, who is a shadow Prime Minister in a par-
liamentary tem — though the system of gov-
ernment in Pakistan is far from be a parlia-
mentary one — to say something which nearly
amounts to a breach ol agreement is not only dis-
turbing in terms of relations between the two
countries but extremely disappointing in terms
of breach of faith to the people who served Pak-
istan in every way. As to the "Muslim Ummah"
solution, which Ms Bhutto would like to present
as a choice for the stranded Pakistanis, let it be
cle stated that such an attitude amounts to a
total betrayal of the commitments that have been
made to the stranded Pakistanis and to the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh by successive govern-
ments of Pakistan. As for the choice that Ms
Bhutto talks about, they have already made the
choice, a good twentyone years ago. As to explor-
ing whether other Musliin or non-Muslim coun-
tries will take these people, well, she is welcome
to look into all these possibilities; but after — and
only after, these pfu]plc have gone back to the
country which they claim, and international law
gives them the t to do so, to be their own.

The question of resource constraint is at best
a dubious one. Saudi Arabia and other Muslim
countries - are on record to have offered help
once the time-frame of a repatriation process is
agreed upon. The United Nations itself has ex-
pressed its readiness to facilitate the repatria-
tion process. Other international agencies can
also be counted upon to come to our assistance
in solving this problem.

The argument that repatriation of the stranded
Pakistanis will further complicate the ethnic
problems in Sindh is one that should not be used
to go back on an international commitment. It is
an internal problem and can and will be solved in
the near future. Settling the new arrivals in Pun-
jab and other provinces should meet the objec-
tions that are being raised by the ighabitants of
Sindh. Restricting their movement back into
Sindh should further calm the fears of the Sindhis.

To let down the people whe have been loyal ci-
tizens of Pakistan and who for the last twenty-
one years have been living in the hope of going to
what they have always thought to be their home-
land. would amount to betraying a dream, a hope,

a4 promise and most importantly, a legal right.
_Fnr Ms Bhutto to call tII]I{; stral{lded ngls?agnis
Biharis’, and to refuse to accept them as Pak-
islani cilizens creates serious doubt in our minds
as Lo whether or not she is playing internal poli-
tics with an international issue.

Cuba Should Reform
from within

As many as 11 left-wing political parties of the
country have formed a committee to lend support
— both moral and material — to Cuba. Eversince
the Soviet Union disintegrated and the newly
emerged Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS) parted ways, Cuba has been in deep trouble
because of the total stoppage of the generous aid
flow from that source. The continued US hostility
has made the matter worse for Cuba.

Against such a backdrop, it is only natural that
people soft towards socialist movement should
now more strongly feel for a small country that
withstood so much challenges thrown before it by
the most powerful country of the world. It is,
therefore, quite understandable that the left par-
ties of this country, notwithstanding the geo-
graphical distance and their small means, should
come forward in support of Cuba which three
decades ago became a symbol of hope for the
poor developing countries. Also understandable is
the fact that the US for its negative policy to-
wards Havana should come under attack.

On both these counts, the leftists have been

uite vociferous and are now organising to match
their eloquence with pFactical deeds. Moral sup-
port indeed has a token value and at times serves
quite handsomely. But in a crisis of Cuba's order,
how far it will be of help remains very much a
question. About the ability to muster enough
material support in a country where millions
languish in deep poverty, the less said the better.
e truth, to our mind, is that the answer to
Cuba’s problems lies within Cuba. Delegation of
extended power to Cuba's president Fidel Castro
and the refusal to allow multi-party politics in
that country are not going to ?uzlp the cause,
Sugar and tobacco, the country's economic
mainstay, have been facing the most hostile global
market. Even though it has opted for consider-
able light-belting, Cuba's chance for an economic
revival — with virtually no other natural resources
to fall back upon — is remote. In a ch global
economic system, Cuba hardly stands any
prospect of coping
countries in trades and industrial ventures.

This points inexorably to the fact that Cuba
must ¢ e from within. Political and economic
reforms should be its main agenda. It should, first
of all, allow multi- ar?v politics i.e politics of dis-
sent. Where records of human rights are not the

world’s best, it is time people had enjoyed full
freedom of speech and opinion. Even hardline
communist countries like Albania and Mongolia,

not to speak of the East European countries, have
found virtues in economic and political reforms.
Cuba may have no choice but to open up to the
world. But before doing this, it should change in-
te as much as is required for opening its
door to the world.

even with the less developed

SALUTATION TO ASIAN GREENS
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SIA'S green crusaders

are working in the fie-

id, lobbing and fighting
against all odds to save the
nature and environment. In a
short time they are all well
organized — si larly or in
groups. Behind their success
stories, lies their sincerity,
dedication and hard work. '|
thought | could better use my
writing ability for the cause of
environment;' says Yasmin
Arquiza, a Filipino journalist.
So Yasmin left her lucrative job
at an international News age-
ncy in Manila and roamed in
the rugged Sulu Sea Islands.
Her tragic stories on the de-
struction of the Tubbataha co-
ral reefl in the Sulu Sea led to
closing down a number of
commercial seca-weed [arms
within the protected Marince
park. This was her first active
work on environment. Then
she went further and had set-
up Earth Station, a public edu-
cation organization made up
or writers, photographers and
artists. This national outfit is
presently working very effec-
tively on the matters of envi-
ronment in Philippines.

Gurmit Singh of Malaysia,
an cngineer by training, is busy
in growing vegetables with his
wifle at their organic farm.
Even with Malaysian high
standard of living, he does not
possess a car, fridge, or any
aircooling unit which are the
source of CFC, a dangerous
green house gas, Because
Gurmit is very active in his
crusade for protecting the en-
vironment, His campaign have
pushed loggers from Endau-
Rompin rainforests, stopped
construction of two major
dams and blocked a radioactive
waste dump in Perk State, On
World Environment Day 1978,
Singh cycled 20 km through
Kuala Lumpur's peak-hour traf-
fic wearing a gas mask. At the
end of the journey, he re-
moved his mask and showcd
onlookers a black film of dust
and grit — air pollution. Singh
has set up two groups, one for
rescarch and training, the
centre for Environmental
Technology and Developuent
(CETDEM) and the other for

TIIE insurgency is so deep
in Bihar State thal com-
munists claim police and
district officials now obey thcir
orders.

"That's the way we can co-
exist,” says a senior represen-
tative of the under-ground
Marxist Communist Centre
(MCC). "We can run the gov-
crnment and take care of the
pcople. The police can take
their salaries, We'll not harm
them if they do not try to at-
tack us,”

In some parts of Bihar, in
north India, it is clear the MCC
has usurped the powers of the
government. Indeed, some
65,000 people, among the
poorest in Bibar's Pratapur re-
gion, now live within a com-
munist "liberated zone."

The communist claim their
government has been very ef-
fective, offering all kinds of as-
sistance to the poor who are
given not only cash but also
help in growing better crops.
Each village, in fact, has its
own underground judiciary and
army.

Senior police officials ac-
knowledge the existence of
the “liberated zone." The
communists claim Bihar is the
only state in India where their
influence is pervasive in vil-
lages.

"We have no option but to
[unction at the will of the
MCC,"” says a junior police offi-
cial. "For the district adminis-
lration is too weak to protect
us"

"We are totally helpless,” a
senior district officer says. And

| @ police superintendent admits

that some of his constables are
on the payroll of the MCC.

campaigning, writing, the En-
vironmental Protection Society
of Malaysia. The CETDEM has
also set up a technology moni-
toring unit. Gurmit lives on
small honorarfum and his suc-
cess lies on his basic _
Gurmit means what he says; he
practices what he preaches.
He is instrumental in setting
up the Green Forum nelwork
for Asia and Pacific. It includes
organizations in Sri Lanka,
China, South Korea, Japan |,
Indonesia and Australia.
Simple is beautiful, we should
practice what we say. Then it
works, Gurmit told me when |
met him at the Madd{ Irriga-
tion project in the northern
Malaysia. He was then leading a
rally, ‘'Save our beautiful land.' |
also saw him at his medest of-
fice in Kuala Lumpur. He said,
‘What our common people
want to sec is an example.

From Japan to India

Gurmit Singh is not alone in
his crusade. Across Asia there
is a growing brand of dedi-
cated environmental activists.
South. Korean boycotted the
products of the firms respon-

Save nature for a better future.

The communists run village
commiltees which meet once
i1 week, run an administrative
machine and contral the local
red army. These village com-
miltees also form an informal
court and settle local disputes.
According to the local press,
Lthese commillees collected in
1991 somc 500,000 rupcuces
(US817,860) in taxes {rom the
Pratapur region alone,

Anyone betraying the trust
of the MCC is threatened with
cxecution. The village commit-
tees also keep a close watch
over police movements, often
receiving advance warning of
police raids.

Senior officials in Delhi
concede that the local police
in Bihar is not well equipped
to face the highly motivated
insurgents who have emerged
as local Robin Iloods who help
desperalely poor peasants.

In contrast, the MCC has
access lo generous funding.
The apex body of this Maoist
group is based in Calcutta and
they provide the arms and
funding whenever necessary.

Therd there is the Naxalite
movement of Andhra Pradesh
State which is sympathetic to
the MCC cause. This extremist
communist group, described
as thc People's War Group, be-
lieves in the armed struggle to
forward the communist cause.
It has stirred insurgency in at
least three districts of Andhra
Pradesh, in South India.

The communists in Bihar
have reportedly acquired the
art of making bombs from the
Naxalites. This insurgent group
is also active in the northcast-
ern states of Assam, Manipur
and Mizoram and has been

by Noazesh Ahmed

sible for chemical pollution in
rivers, Hongkong has estab-
lished a Green University re-
cently and the construction of
hydroelectric dam has become
a sensitive issue in Thalland
and Indonesia. All are the work

of Asian greens in groups.

The green movement in
Asia did not start all on a sud-
den. Many dedicated greens
cven started the movement
while they were in college. Say
in the case of Kuruda Yoichi o
Japan., In his teens hc o
served the encroachment of
developers in Tokyo suburbs
and destruction of farm, trees
and life-full stream. After grad-
uating from Tokyo University,
Kuruda single-handedly awak-
ened Japan to the damage
wrought by its hungers for
tropical timber. He gencrated
Japanese awareness against
their big corporations respon
sible for the destruction of
tropical forest in Papua New
Guinca, Sarwak, Indoncsia and
Philippines. He has chosen a
life long on personal sacrifices.
His salary is meager, his life

style is simple — he carries his
own ¢

A grass-root level activist,
Kuruda's crusade to proteet
the Asian rain forest has a sig-
nificant implication. Even the
Japanese government has
promised recently te increasec
the investment substantially to
protect Asian environment.
Hongkong's activist lawyer
Linda Siddall says, ‘it is sur-
vival, 1t is not a matter of
looking at a few pretty birds
and butterflies.’

The most celebrated green
crusader is India's Murlidhar
Devidas Amte (popularly
known as Baba Amte). Among
his many achievernents, he has
scl up a lepers colony called
Anadavan or forest of joy.
There are about 2000 lepers
and a large number of birds
and animals on a 180 hectare
of land. He started nursing
lepers back in early fifties.

A Brahmin by birth, Amte
loves nature and simple living.
He abandoned a flourishing law
business to serve the public.
Baba Amte stood against the
multimillion dollar Narafmada
Valley prnr|e1:t for fearing the
damage ol environment on a
huge area and uprooting a sev-
¢ral hundred thousands poor
iribal people.

Amte with tireless work
generated public awareness
and organized huge rallies out-
side parliament House in New
Delhi against all large dam
projects. Recently he threat-
vned the government to lead a
mass 'jal samadhi: 1 have not
come here on some suicidal
impulse. But to cure this men-
tal leprosy 1 am prepared to
drown in the river.’ Baba trav-
cled all over India with his dis-
abled body and generated a
solid public support against
the construction of titanie
Naramada and Godavari pro-
jeets. The government and the
major financier World Bank di-
rected the Project ﬁulhnﬂt}' to
improve the design for a better
cnvironment management and

PrMh Chandra writes from New Delhi

Some 65,000 people, among the poorest in Bihar
State, now belong to a communist Tiberated zone'

known to cultivate [riendship
with hardcore communistis in
[Burma as well.

Making the problem com-
plicated in Bihar is thc ex-
trcme poverty. A labourer is
paid less than a rupee, lor ex-
ample, for making 100 plates

made of leaves. This labourer -

ciarns, at most,
(US$0.11) a day.

Bihar is bounded north by
Ncpal, east by West Bengal
State, south by Orissa, south-
west by Madhya Pradesh and
west by Uttar Pradesh. A prin-
cipal producer of iron ore, Bi-
har is very rich in minerals
with about 40 per cent of na-
tional production. Its indus-
tries include iron and stcel,
locomotives, oil refinery, ma-
chine tools, fertilisers eleetri-
cal engineering, sugar-and pa-
per-milling, silk, explosives
and cement,

3 rupees

13ut the social picture is al-
together different. For exam-
ple, the literacy rate is only
26.2 per cenl. There are less
than 300 hospitals serving the
state's more than 70 million
people.

And Bihar, which has- often
been described as an area of
darkness, has a chaotic situa-
tion with no government in
Patna, the capital, able to con-
trol private armies fighting
cach other to grab lands for
their patrons.

Clashes between private
armics, run by various com-
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Black-gold of
Cox's Bazar |

Sir, No progress has been
macde as yel with regard Lo
cxploitation and commercial
utilisation of the valuable min-
cral deposits found in Cox's
Bazar two to threc decades

ago.

The wvaluable mincrals,
‘black-gold’, found in somc
coaslal arcas ol Bangladcsh
coniain monazile, zirconium,
flmenite and rutile ete. Mon-
azile and zirconium are ra-
dioaclive. Ilmenite js used in
paper, steel and paint industry,

Zircon is used in nuclear [uel,
papcr industry, high tempcra-
ture refractories, ecramics and
lthe likes. Rutile is used in
manuflacturing colour TV sets,
%as plants and also as reactor
uels.

| have writlen a number of

letters in the ‘Letters to the

Editor column, and scveral
newspapers and periodicals
camec out with their editorial

| comments on the subject but

—~—

unfortunalely our Ministry of
Encrgy and Mincral Resources

“has always been maintaining

silence on the maltter.

The Prime Minister had
formed a commitiee on the
black- gold' of Cox's Bazar
vide PPrime Minister's Secre-
tariat leltter No, PRAMS/ Sec-
retary/91/740 dated 11-8-
1991, but what is the progress
ol work and what and where is
the report of the committee?

Our Prime Minister has re-
pealedly asserted that her gov-
crnment is an accountable one
and her government would al-
ways wclcome constructive
and helplul suggestion. We
would rcfjuest the government
lo kindly clarify its stand on
Lthe valuable minenals 'black-
gold’ ol Cox's Bazar. We would

also like to suggest the gov-
ernment to handover the utili-
salion ol the minerals to the
private sector if, for one rca-
son or other, the government
cannot use the minerals.

It may be mentioned here
that in a couple of years the
valuable minerals found in
Cox's Bazar may be lost for ever

which of course, would be a
greal loss for a poor country
like ours.

O Il Kabir
Dhaka-1203

Toxic metals

Sir, A promincenl Dhaka
weekly in its June 26 issue re-
ported that about three thou-
sand metric tons of loxic hecavy
mclals, mixed into fertilizer,
have arrived Chittagong port
rcecently from the Uniled
Stales. The company which
made the shipment is stated to
have gone bankrupt.

We draw the attention of
the relevant authorities to the
above mentioned news and
would strongly urge them to
take immediate action so that
the ¢nvironmentally hazardous
hecavy metals might not be
used in Bangladesh. It may be
indicated here that one such
shipment o Australia has been

- impounded.

Lahidul Hague

Member, Bangladesh Society
Jor Conservation of Enut-
ronment

|

munities and the communists
as well, are well known and
have been going on for years.

The private armies have
their own uniforms. They are
paid and trained by leaders of
local castes which justify their
actions by saying the Patna
governmenl cannot help them
protect thefr lands . . omi-
lics.

adequate arrangement for re-
scitlement of 4

d Lribals.
Recen World Bank president

new  appreoach
promiscd remedial action.
Ashish Kothari, a leading
Naramada activist, said on the
new World Bank Rcport: “This
is a revolutionary report that
vindicates our stand °

In Asia, public awareness on
environmen! has increased
exponentially over the last
decade, particularly in
Malaysia, Indonesta, Thailand,
South Korea, India and Philip-
pines. The crusaders have dif-
[erent approach — sometime
they rapport with the .
menl people, discuss with
corporate heads and supply in-
formation toe media. Usually
armed with facts and orga-
nized to fight. they protest,
boycott and sue. Beside the
tactic, one thing is eommon to
all successful green crusaders
that is honesty integrity and
simple living. In other words,
they practice what they
preach

Bangladesh Case

In view of the Astan per-
spective, green movement in
Bangladesh is still rudimentary
and budding slowly. It was un-
fortunate that citizen groups
could not make much
after the great natural holo-
caust ol 1991. Few woémen
groups made an appeal to the
citizen to save the cattle dur-
ing the Korbani which oec-
currcd immediately after the
catastrophe and donate them
to the [armers of the affected
arcas where about 90 per cent
of the animal was dcs :
No appeal was uttered by the
government and even the Na-
lional Parliament was silent. It
is an irony that the govern-
ment with a huge entourage
went to the Earth Summit in
Brazil this month to sign a
treaty on biodiversity! Whereas
in the country several laks
healthy cattles were sacrificed
in a day. Per capita Bovinc
population in Bangladesh is
very low among Asian coun-
tries. Moreover, our cattle

The upper castes have a
private army called the Sun-
light Sena which is targcting

it guns at the MCC. In 1991,

the Sunlight Sena massacred
10} supporters of the Commu-
nisl Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) in Malbaria village.
Police claimed it was in retali-
ation for the kiling of two
Sunlight Sena members.

[3ut reliable reports say the
landlords are just wreaking
vengeance on labourers who
support the Communist Party
of India (Marxist- Leninist).
The labourers were able to

OPINION

"Hayjj 92"

While performing Hajj this
year 1 have gathered several
cxperiences in the light of
which 1 like to make the [ol-
lowing suggestions which
might be uselul for concerncd
institutions and for the luture
Hajces.

PREPARATION PRIOR
TO JOURNEY

There is delinitely a need
for ecrtain preparations on the
part of the Hajces for which
some efforts can easily be in-
slilutionalized to make things
better organized and casier. |
have observed many of the Ha-
jecs are not cducated cnough
lo understand the religious re-
quircments i.e. Farz, Wazeb,
Sunnat ete. of the Hajj itsell. As
a result, due to conlusion and
lack of carefulness, one has to
give 'DAM' (Animal Sacrifice)
which proves costly and that
loo in foreign exchange. It ‘may
be mentioned here that the
Hajj money is to be deposited
through banks and these banks
can organise short training
courses for the intending Ha-
jees. 1 am sure they will find
many volunteers in cvery area
ol the country who will be ca-
ger to conduct such training
courses as Instructors, It is
gathered that in Indoncsia and
Malaysia such arrangemcnls
arc made and even certain
models are made to give phys-
ical ideas to the Hajces. Insti-
tutions like Rabita-Al-Alam Al-
Islam can also participate or
organise such programmes.
Ministry of Religious Afflairs
may also conduet such
courses/trainings during stay
ol Hajees at Hajj camps prior
to departures.

Many Hajees facc the prob-
lems of encashing traveller
chequesa or money conversion
finding themsclves lost in
Jeddah, Makkah Mokarrama

and Madina Monawara. Il has

also happened that one of the
Ilajees mistook the air-ticket
for traveller cheque and pro-
duced it to the Saudi for
money. One of them was fast-
Inim days keeping the trav-
cller cheque in his pocket
without even knowing ils puar;
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population is indigenous and
diverse In genetie make-up.
ﬂwﬂnmlﬂthﬂrﬂ'

genc pool of our scarce Bovine
population?

Beside promoting country
wide massive tree plantation

programme, the green ac-
tivists in the country can take
an opportunity o work in the
following threshold action

|. Generating public aware-
ness about the value of trees
and their
immense destruction in the

the style of Chipeco move-
ment in India, should be
lormed 10 protect the
endangered Lrees

2 A movement should be
initiated 0 convert the old
Airport and the Dhaka
Central Jafl (if it is moved
clsewhere] into
Instead of turning
these two places into
concrete jungles, hush s
en canopy could o
revitalize the already blac-
kened lungs of Dhaka met-
ropolis.

It is heartening to sec that
the green movement is crys-
tallizing in various forms in
Bangladesh during reeent
months cu in the
event of Earth Summit. How-
ever, the green crusaders of
the country should learn from
Asian experience. must
be committed and should
themselves practice the basic
principles of the envi-
ronment. Above all, the green
crusaders should remember
Gurmit Singh's warming:
"Double standard and hyp-

ocrisy is our main enemy”.

Dr Noazesh Ahmed, is a

distinguished agricultural sci-
entisi. He works as consultant

to the Asian Development Ba-
nk. World Bank and FAO in

South East Asia,

Lettist Insurgency RunsDeep in Bihar

force landlords to pay them
fair wages. Humiliated land-
lords, in turn, vowed to teach a
esson to the labourers and un-
leashed the Sunlight Sena.

The MCC's red army has is-
sued death warrants to 22
Sunlight Sena members. It has
also asked 17 landlords of
Pratapur to surrender their
land for distribution among the
landless.

But the landlords are in no
mood to give and would rather
die fighting. Which only sects
the stage for another batte.

— Depthnews Asia.

pose and what to do with it
They positively nced lo be ed-
ucated in these respeects which
will definitely relicve the ago-
nics ol the Hajecs to a great
cxlent.

It is imperative Lhal fntend-
ing Hajees gather knowledge
about the environmental con-
dilions to take care ol theoir
health. 1 Bave seen many ol the
Ilajees suffering from dchydra-
tion which they could casily
avert with little clforts like
drinking sufficienl water,
saline water etc, Somclimes
lack of little knowledge about
things proves fatal. It is also
important that Hajees should
know what type of food is suit-
able in that climate. Many of
them suffer from dysentery or
other stomach troubles just
because of taking oily and spicy
food.

Each Hajee should know
about his health condition, his
ailments and the medicines
required regularly and during
cmergency. They should take
the advice of their personal
physician, alongwith written
slatcment of ailments, alargies
and medicines etc. before
lcaving for Hajj and keep the
rccord with them to show to
doctors every time they fall
sick. One should also take suf-
ficient stock of general pur-
pose medicines and also
medieines for particular ail-
ments on the advice of onc's
personal physician. | have
found people sometimes f[ace
difficulties in buying medicines
in Saudt Arabia use of dif-
[erences of names, language
problems etc,

Each Hajee should exactly
know what type of clothings,
beddings etc. he needed as
otherwise he will be in diffi-
cully in carrying extra luggage
and also not having proper
clothings ete.

It will be useful to give ideas
to all Hajees about the avallabil-
ity of commodities In Saudi
Arabia and their usefulness in
our country, so that they can
avoid spending money on arti-
cles not very useful

Regarding accommodation,

Some Suggestions

our Hajj mission has been very

helpful where the local
[3angladeshi have excellent
voluntary services. It is advis-
able to fix up accommodation
before leaving for Hajj, spe-
cially for old and women Ha-

jees.,
IMPROVEMENT OF MAN-

AGEMENT IN SAUDI ARABIA

In the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Moallems carry out
certain works for the Hajees
like registration, issue of iden-
Lity cards, arranging trans-
portation to and from Jeddah,
Makkah Mokarrama, Madinatul
Monawara, Mina, Arafat, Maz-
dalefa ete. For obvious reasons
there is ample scope of im-
provement in the man nt
of the whole affair. Some of the
Moallems' men do not even
spcak or understand Bengall.
Sometimes they pretend that
thcy do not understand the
language probably to aveoid the
lajees. It might be useful to
put bi-lingual personnel with
cach Moallem on behalfl of the
Bangladesh Governmenl or
Ilajj Mission who will laisc be-
twecn the Hajees and the
Moallems. | think such eco-or-
dination will be much useful
and in this respect the Hajees
and Moallems can share the
expenses of such personnel.

There are certain require-
ments like throwing stones to
"SATAN" within a particular
time frame, Kurbani ol goats
etc. wherein people are some-
times in hazardous situations
due to abnormal rush. One of
the ways may be by making dif-
ferent routes for entry and
exit. Another may be by que-
ing, introduction of some me-
chanical devices etc. This can
be considered by the Saudi
Government. It is really ap-
preciable that the Saudi Gov-
ernment has spent huge sums
of money for ex n and
improvement of Heramine,
Maszidul Hafj Terminal
facilities at the airport etc.
which has removed the diffi-
culties of the Hajees to a great
exient.

N ul Hossain Chowdh
e Azimpur, [Hnw




