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What is Needed Now is What

was Needed Before
by Climate Network Africa

1AT is the need aller
UNCED is exactly what
was neceded before:

Northerners have to reduce
their consumption to levels

themselves, to the transna-
tional corporations, financial
and military structures that
control the resource Mlows and
"protect” their lifesiyles. All
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Harnessing

the Energy

for Change

by Fran Spivy-Weber

HE Earth Summit was

historic. Agenda 21,

which prescribes inter-
disciplinary approaches for the

wards
the rights of forest peoples.

indigenous pcoples,

consistent with their [air share is must be donc with a view complex environment and women., social action groups
of the world's renewable to restoring the balance in { -:_lmilupfmm prnhl:::u n:‘th: I$ hu:::u leadcrs around
resources; corporations and ecosystems and the balance | | | coming century, a the world reached their own
inancial institutions that between Northern and centrepiece in UN., national agreements on how they will

degrade the environment and
exploit people have to be
brought under citizens' con-

Southern resource consump-
tion.

and NGO budgets as carly as
this year

work together and with gov
ernments to coursc Al
the end of the Summit thore

trol; Southerners have to build Southerners must stop ) - f;"“tzm Hm;rr;:::r:;“:: S s the definfte feeling that
a movement and supporting fearing the North. must o the table and they will be this Jargl Sne Ohpaniie grovg
institutions that enable them protect themselves through the focal point for those seck- S poepes VNN SNy Saining
lo take control of their own democratic reform, environ ing Lo maintain the momentum RS RS o
resources. mental legislation, market

By endorsing transnational
corporations’ claims to "self-

regulation,” the World Bank's
control of global environment
funds, the myth of “free trade”
and the neced lor more aid,
UNCED has reinforced the

barriers to sustainable devel-
opmenl.

The North may have recog-
niscd that its own model of
development is unsustainable,
but rather than changing itsell,
it has used UNCED to control

regulation and other reforms
that challenge national and in-
ternational authority. They
have to cut their dependence
on aid by regaining control of
their own capital and investing
it to rebuild their societies.

NGOs have to stop allowing
themselves to be "appointed”
by the North to represent
their people internationally
and develop true representa-
Live structures.

As a first step, Southerners

In the wake of the "Earth Summit' in Rio de Janeiro, the Panos
Institute asked a number of non-government organisations: After
Rio — what next? Some had not attended the conference and felt
unable to comment; one replied, 'T never expected much out of Rio
and I cannot say much about follow-up.' Most of those from the
South who replied considered that the conference had not addressed

of the Summit. The next chal
lcnge is ratificatton of beoth
trcatlies by al least 50 coun-
iries, and then their enforce-
mcnil.

It is unclear how Lhe Rio
Declaration (a leap down from
the originally planned Earth
Charter] and the Forest
Principles will fare in the ac-
tivism of the next decade.

Those who wanted an Earth
Charter have set their sights
on 1995, when the UN Charter

Who deserves the credit?
You do. Ewvery citizen who
wrote a letter. made a phone
call, attended a meeting or
supported a group on the road
to Rio deserves praise for a job
well done.

What's next? Using town
meetings, community educa-
tion and action, national and
international ne and
new and renewed alllances to
ensure that the of the

Earth Summit powers positive

R should te in build . . : o 1o b renceed. Those whe —CoOgsin D woy we oppteacs
i the North, citizens must o g b’ | the concerns of the developing world. Here is a selection of answers. | wan: « real change in the rela- o008 ond deeicpmer

examine everything from the
products they but in their su-
permarkets and the media
through which they inform

tion to foster broad participa-
tion in informed debate that is
esscntial to sustainable devel-
opment. /PANOS

tionship between people and
forcsts hope to use the dia-
loguc initiated in Rio as a start-
ing point on the journey to-

The writer is a member of

the UN Citizens Network on
UNCED.
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meioﬁfy fora P;;erty Convention |

VERYONE in UNCED

the UN Conference on

Environment and Deve-
lopment agreed that sustai-
nable development was the
way for the future. But the key
question — "Whose sustainable
development are we tlalking
about” — was missing.

Form the two signed con-
ventions on climate change
and biodiversity the answer
appeared Lo be: the sustainable
development of the minority of
the world's population which
resides mostly in Northern
countries.

Once again, the environ-
ment of the North was the is-
sue, and development of the
South was the poor sister.

The climate and biodiver-
sity conventions have little di-

by Dr Atiq Rahman

rect | to the lives ol the
majority of the world's people,
particularly the poor. Thcy
must be given teeth, with pro-
tocols incorporating poverly
issues.

Grave concerns were cx-
pressed in UNCED by non-
goyernment organisalions
(NGOs) from both South and
North about the lack of con-
sideration given to the impor-
tance of poverty in the UNCED
process; it was only touched
on in Agenda 21, which is
su to be paving the way
for sustainable development
for the planet in the 21st cen-
tury. As a result, many NGOs
demanded that work on a
Global Convention on Poverty
should start imapediately.

NGOs, and many dcloga-
tions, stressed that therc can
be no sustainable development
without eradication of poverty:
that the rights of all people to
access to food and other basic
requirements for a healthy and
meaningful life are inalienable;
that the poor, both men and
women, must be able to make
decisions about their local en-
vironments and natural re-
sources; that although poverly
must be addressed on a global
scale, there can be no solution
without the direct participa-
tion of people at local and na-
tional levels.

The peace dividend in the
post-Cold War era must be ad-
dressed and redirected to-

wards global poverty eradica-
tion: eflorts must be under-
takcn to remove Lhe most
outstanding obstacles to
poverty cradication and envi-
ronmental censervation; the
rich must pay the full ecologi-
cal costs of their consumption.
The global commons including
almosphere and oceans, be-
long to all people equally, in-
cluding the poor.

Thus the most important
post-UNCED initiative on
global sustainable development
would be a convention to ad-
dress the most critical ques-
tion [acing the planet — which

is poverty. /PANOS

The writer is the director
of Bangladesh Centre for
Advanced Studies.

NCED , by any stand-

l \ ards, was a unique pro-

cess. It broke necw
ground in multilateral de-
cision-making, in public par-
ticipation and in the active in-
volvement of independent sec-
tor organisations from
throughout the world.

I believe that in retrospect
the UNCED process will be
scen as having commenced a
new cra of multilateralism in

- respect ol global threats and

global management.

Given the projected rate of
continuing population growth,
the ever-increasing intcgration
of the global economy and the
present need to address global
threcats with global manage-
ment, multilateralism will be-
come cver more operative as

by W H Lindner

we move into the next century.

The challenge now is to
build on the lessons and expe-
ricnces of UNCED s0 as to de-
velop adequate and eflective
mechahisms for broad public
participation in multilateral
decision-making processes.

UNCED laid the foundations,
but much remains to be done [
we are to develop mechanisms
which allow a more open and
participatory role for repre-
scntatives of civil society Lo
enenge in meaningful dialoguc
with intergovernmental deci-
sion-makers.

One positive sign
horizon is the creation of th

on the

Earth Counctl, which intends
to broaden the concept of pub-
lfc hcarings throughout the
world, in order to obtain in-
puts [rom all sectors of socicty
on environment and develop-
ment issucs. [ constituted and
operated cffectively, the Earth
Council could add an impor-
tant ncw dimension to multi-
latcral decisions in respect of
sustainable development po-
lices

Another area which nceds
serious reconsideration is the
access of civil soctety organisa-
Liins o the UN sysiem as a
wholec. UNCED clearly
demonstrated the benefits of
opening UN deliberations to

.A E\Te'w Era of Global Management

groups other than those in
consultative status.

This trend needs to con-
tinue and be strengthened:
member states can no longer
establish policies on global 1s-
sues without the tion
of those whose lives and fu-

tures will be aflected by those
decistons.

The cornerstone of any suc-
cessful implementation of the
concepl of sustainable devel-
opment is public participation.
Every effort must now be made
to cnsure that new and innova-
Live mechanisms for achicving

that participation are found.
/TTANOS

The writer is the Execulive
Director of the Centre of Our

Comynon Future.

T is impossible to move
I around Dhaka city with-
out being cither directly
acoostoed by hrggars or con-
fronted with the pitiful sight of

these scantily clothed and
skinny specimens of the
human race with their hands
oulstretched for alms. A glance
will reveal that the majority
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~ Women and Children are

are women and children who
are among the nation’s most
deprived and exploited. A
report published by UNICEF
and wriltten by Raana Haider,
tcll readers the sad story be-
hind their gaunt faces and
looks of despair.

"Impressions of Women and

Children in Bangladesh" is a
wcll-rescarched report giving
a comprehensive coverage of
the subjects’ status and posi-
lion in socicly. The author
draws much ol the [acts and
figurcs from previous publica-
tions of various experts in the
rclated fields of women and
children welfare and succeeds
in giving a bird's eye view of
the situation. The text ol the

.report is crisp and facts given

in point form, making it easier
tlo located desired subjects.
What makes the publication so
"rcader-friendly” are thc nu-
mcrous graphics, dramatic
photographs and attractive lay-
out, not to mention the usec of
quality art paper. )
The proportion of females
to males in Bangladesh is more
or less the same. Yet, the huge
number of women f{s not
translated into equal rights in
the form of equal wages, nor
can be mobilised into effective
pressurc group to fight for
their rights. It would amaze of-
ficers in the Geneva-based 11O
agency to lecarn that "in addi-
tion to their domestic work,
women work twice as many
hours as men for only one-
tenth of the income.” Why do
women in Bangladesh get such
a raw deal? Discrimination
against them seems to start
carly in life. The figures speak
for themselves : Only 50% of
girls are enrolled in primary
schools compared to 70% of
boys: for every 100 students at-
tending secondary school, 60
are boys compared to 40 are
girls. Women and girls eat last,

the leftovers of course! And the
very same do heavy-duty
household chores like fetching
water and firewood.

Women are disadvantaged
carly in life and this sub-
servience continues through-
out their whole lives. More and
more between the ages 40-44
are widowed, divorced or scp-
arated, leaving them to assume
the responsibilities of head of
the houschold. Yet, seldom do
they get the respect due nor
the renumeration commensu-
rate with their labour. The re-
port points out: "Inadequate
food, unhealthy work-place,

unsatisfactory sanitalion in’

their houses, long hours ol
hard labour and insullicicnt
sleep act as a great risk factor
for women's health and poten-
tial as a worker.” While the

Disadvantaged

emergence of garment faclo-
ries has given women a chancc
to escape oppressive or dcesti-
tute condition in the rural ar-
eas, one would hardly describe
this as a "golden opportunity”.
In a survey of 1,000 garment
workers, it was not unusual for
some 52 per cent of them to
put in 3 hours ol overtime
daily — for which they were
seldom compensated, on top
of which they had to endure
humiliation like sexual ha-
rassment, lack of rest room
facilities and lower wages than
meni o
In the midst of such sup-
pression, it is indeed hearten-
ing to witness the outstanding
contribution of organisations
such as the Grameen Bank
which has put its faith in
women creditors and proved
justified. While ordinary banks
shunned the landless collat-
eral-less women, the Grameen
Bank stepped forth and en-
couraged them to be sell-re-
lfant giving loans to back
realistic projecis like vegetable
and fruit cultivation. The suc-
cess of this policy is seen by
the fact that some 800,000
women comprise 91 per cent
the total membership of the
Grameen Bank's rural credit
scheme. "Female loances are
found to be more regular in
paying their weekly instal-
ments compared lo their male

counicrparts and their overall
repayment rating is better

-than male borrowers, thereby

disputing the myth that they
arc poor credit risks.”

Women's traditional role as
wives and mothers are closely
analysed with breakdowns of
statistical information regard-
ing family planning, infant
mortality and related inci-
dents. We learn the startling
fact that almost 65 per cent of
child decaths can be avoided
annually by relatively simple
and inexpensive methods : and
the total cost per child is only
Taka 350! i

There are numerous lofty -

sayings about children — such
as: "Children are the grealest
assel of mankind” (Buddhaj;
and "Every time a child is born
it brings with it the hope that
God is not yet disappointed

with man” — Tagore. For the’
. millions of innocent child vic-

tims of abject poverty in
Bangladesh, these beautiful
words ring hollow: For those
who survive the relative safety
and nourishment provided by
the womb, their continued
survival upon entry in to the
world is hampered by numer-
ous hurdles among which arc :
aculc respiratory infection re-
lated deaths, tuberculosis,

diphthcria, whooping cough,
diarrhcas, pneumonia and
plcurisy, to mention a few. All
this the hapless child has to
face within the first five years
of existence. UNICEF, through
shceer dedication and persis-
tence, with the co-operation of
the government and NGOs
have managed to a great extent
in reducing infant mortality
through its successful scheme
ol immunization inst com-

mon childhood illnesses and |

has rcached remote rural ar-
cas. This on its own however,
is insufficicnt protection. The
greatest enemy to the mental
and physical growth of chil-

‘dren secms to be malnutrition

— a slow but sure killer, whosc
manifestations appear in the
form of stunted growth ol
mind and body, poor resis-
tance to common colds and
coughs and a host of more se-
rious ailments such as blind-

ness.
Apart from these "normal”

drawbacks sulfered by chil-
dren, they also bear the brunt
of the fallout from natural dis-
asters. The reports indicales
that the "impact of the floods
of 1987-88 and the cyclone of
1991 was most severe on chil-
dren and women of the rural

' poor population of Bangla-

desh.” This is verified by
statistics which show that of
the 3.8 million sheltered in
relicl camps in 1988, more

than onc millilon were chil-
dren. Much attention is fo-

cused on the numerous disad-
vantages faced by children,
right from the moment  of
birth throughout their child-
hood. Fortunately, the picture
is not entirely bleak.

Bangladesh was one of the first
signatories of the Convention

on the the Rights of the Child
in January 1990. UN agencies
such. as UNICEF seem to be
untiring in their efforts to tip
the scale to give children a
fighting change in life.

ganglﬂdcah IRural Advancement
ommittee (BRAC) is equally

aclive in the field of primary
education in rural areas. The
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC])
summit held in the Maldives in
1990 declared the 1990s the
Decade of the Girl child — this
may lead to some extent in
correcting the
in the treatment of fcmale

dren.
Ehil!lerﬁgrtl of this kind :

“Impressions of Women and,
Children in sh” de-
serve the widest tion
possible as they are effective
tools in cultivating
awarencss of their un fate
as third class citizens of the
developing world. :

by : Nancy W

gross imbalance |

N a country where the
I annual GNP of our coun-

try is approximatcly only
Tk. 50,000 crorc, Lthe poor arc
discriminated against — thc
women among them most of
afl. They are deprived of
knowledge and lack in ability
and independence. In  this
male dominated socicty, a
marricd woman has to survive
as a pet wile to her husband.
She has no identify and will of
her own. Her foremost duty is
to remain obedient to her
husband and perform all the
hard duties and give birth to
children almost cvery ycar.

bers of the family. In this casec
the rural woman does not have
the courage to protect hersell
against injustice. Her life is full
of miseries, poverty, supersli-

" tions and ignorance. She docs

not get thc scope to realize
that she has a mind of her
own. A rural girl is born, grows
up and one day withers away
ltke a dew drop in the sun. Her
life is often fruitless, without

any purpose.

I3csides her duties to her
husband and children. there is
another duty which is c¢ven
more sacred, and that is her

Not all rural women are fortunate enough like them

fter life is burdened with
severitl difficult duties 1o be
performed from carly morning
nll midnight.

She does not have any indi-
viduality and personality of her

own. The husband is regarded

as the master of the housc,
thus entitled to lay down the
rules and expect that his wife
conforms to those rules. Cus-
tom and convention demand
that he should be guided
completely by her husband and
should in all respect adjust
hersell to his ideas, views,
opinfons and tastes. This
means a rural woman has no
opportunity to develop her
own mind and indtviduality.

Her world is very small
Under the patcrnal roof, a girl
has Lo adopt the opinions and
views of her [ather and undcr
the husband's roof she has to
adopt the ideas and tastes of
her husband. If she decides to
liberate herself from the re-
straints under which she had
been living without nt,
chances are that she will be
divorced or tortured brutally
be her husband or other mem-

duty to herself. She is certainly
a wife and a mother, but first
and foremost she is an individ-
ual. A rural woman should t
to establish her own idend
and in order to do so, she
must educate hersell. She
must find her own potentiali-
lies and strive to devclop
them.

She must go out into the
world and find out through ex-
pecrience what is right and
what is wrong. She should nol
accept blindly the views of so-

and teachings of religion
morality. She should Uy lo
becoae sell reliant, must have
confidence in hersell to [acc
the various problems of soci-
ety. She should not survive as a

parasile.

The urban woman gets the
opportunity lo establish her
own identity. |f necessary she
can come out from the tradi-
tional bonds and restraints un
der which Lhe individual sul
fers and her development is
hindered. Therefore, wu
should encourage and try o
educate the rural woman She
should realize that the

INeglectgd Half Deserve Better

by Sanjida Karim Bably

strongest person in the workd
is she who stands alonc.

l3ceausc of the social, physi-
cal and economic complexi
of rural women, it is very dilfi-
cull to assess how far policics
and schemes introduced by
governments have been effec-
tive. Tackling the problem of
this complexity will involve
many scctors at all levels. The
importance of the education
cannol be overemphasized. It
must be wide in scope and op-
crale al various levels creating
awareness among rural women.
Social preparation and provi-
sion for information and edu-
cation of the urban poor
woman are esscntial in bring-
ing about a positive result. Ru-
ral women's basic education or
literacy rate is very low. So to
cxpand this base, facilities for
basic education of women
should be expanded. In
Bangladesh situation, this may
be done by using mosques for
sccular cducation along with
religious education, recruiting
more female teachers in
schools and undertaking other
measures to check drop-outs
from schools.

Rapid increase in popula-
tion greatly affects the health,
nutrition and comfort of
women. This is because in the
prevailing social conditions,
child-rearing is almost a sole
responsibility for mothers. Bui
caling last, they eat the least
aller serving the best of what
ts available to household heads
and their children. Reducing
the child birth resylts in more
share of food for mother, more
medical attention for them.
Improving their functional
knowledge to produce more
food utflize them betler,
the scopc of home develop-
men!l education can be ex-
panded. Such non-formal edu-
cation, will include subjecis
like health nutrition, popula-
tion education and home man-
agemenL

A modcrn nation requires
educated mothers. When edu-
caled, teach their chil-
dren hcalthcare and thus

tly contribute to the coun-
e L-Ilh service. Training
in sewing, gardening, l’l-'llll'l?
of chickens, etc, can be o
great help to the wellare of the
family und the nation.




